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Colonial Laws respecting Slaves.

 

RETURN made in pursuance of an Address of The House

of Commons to His Royal Highness The PrinceRegent,

voted on the 12th of July 1815;—for

Copies of, or Extracts from, all such Laws as have been

enacted, in any of the Colonies belonging to His

Majesty, in America or the West Indies, relative to the

Importation of Staves into the said. Colonies, or to

the Protection or good Government of Slaves, or

People of Colour, since the Year 1788 :—Also,

RETURN made in pursuance of an Order of The House

of Commons, of the 27th March 1816 ;—for

A detailed Schedule of the Colonial Acts, presented on

the first of March instant, arranging the same in

the Order of their dates, in each Island or Colony

respectively, and giving their Titles at length.

 

Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed,

5 April 1816.

 Se Te anecena en
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LIST of COLONIAL LAWS respecting SLAVES:

(Presented in pursuance of an Order of the House of Commons,

dated 27 March 18163) Viz.

 

ANTIGUA.

28th’ December 1797-—An Act to repeal the fortieth andforty-first clauses of aa

Act of this Island, intituled, “ An Act for attainting several Slaves now run away

from their Masters Services, and for the better government of Slaves, dated the

‘ninth day of December in the year of our Lord one thousand. seven hundred and

twenty-three ;” and to make persons charged with and found guilty of the murder of

Slaves, liable and subject to the same pains and penalties as are inflicted for the

dnurder of Free persons. - -  - - - - - - - p- 9

28th February 1798.—An Act for settling and regulating the trial of criminal

aves by jury. | - - - - - = -~ = = « p. 10

BAHAMAS.

“23d December 17§5.—An Act to prohibit the selling, purchasing, hiring or

-employing of certain Foreign Slaves, except as is therein excepted; for authorizing
‘

‘the Provost Marshal to séll, confine and transport the same; and for other pur-

poses therein mentioned. ee pe 1B

1796.—An Act'to consolidate and bring into one Act the several laws relating to

Slaves, and for giving them further protection and security ; for altering the mode of

trial.of Slaves charged with capital offences; for suspending the several Acts and

‘clauses of Acts therein mentioned, and for other purposes. - - Pp. 15

1800.—An Act for the moré effectually to prevent the desertion of Slaves, and

for other purposes thereinmentioned. - - - - + - p. 27

1802.—An Act-to further continue an Act, intituled, “ An Act to bring into one

‘Act the ‘several Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further protection and

- security; for altering the mode oftrial of Slavescharged with capital offences; for

suspenthing the several Acts andclauses of Acts therein mentioned, ‘and for other

purposes.” om - - - = . - - p. 28

2gth December 1802.—An Act to continue an Act for the more effectually to
prevent the desertion of Slaves, and.for other purposes thercin mentioned. - p. 29

gist December 1803.—An Act to continue in-force an Act to prohibit the pur-

chasing, selling, hiring or employing of certain Foreign Slaves, except as therein
-excepted, and for other purposes therein mentioned. - - - - ibid.

14th January 1805.—An Act for fixing the mode of trying Questions relative to
‘the freedom of Negroes and other persons of Colour, and for suspending certain
Acts therein mentioned. - - - = - - - -. ibid.

2gth February 1 808.—An Act to-continue an Act passed in the forty-fifth year
of His Majesty's. reign, intituled, “ An Act for trying Questions ‘relative to the
Freedom of Negroes and-other persons of Colour, and for suspending certain Acts

_ .therein mentioned.” - - - - - - = p. 31

3ist December 1808.—An Act :to prevent persons on Turks Islands from
-retailing spirituous liquors, without being licenced, from trafficking with Slaves, and
for other purposes therein mentioned, and to suspend so much of an Act, intituled,
“An Act to amend an Act made and passed in the forty-fifth year of His Majesty’s
reign, intituled, * An Act to prevent Persons on the Out-Islands retailing spirituous
:liquors without being licenced, from trafficking with Slaves, and for other purposes
therein mentioned, as extends to Turks Islands aforesaid.” - - - ibid. “

31st December



LIST OF COLONIAL LAWS RESPECTING SLAVES. 3

31st December 1808.—An Act for regulating the hire of Slaves, carts, waggons .

and drays, and far other purposes therein mentioned. - - - Pp. 32

31st December 1808.—An Act to continue in force an Act to prohibit the puy-
chasing, selling, hiring or employing of certain Foreign Slaves, except as therein

excepted, and for other purposes therein mentioned. - - - - P. 34

3d November 1809.—An Act to further continue an Act, intituledy “ An Act to

bring into onc Act the several Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further
protection and security, for altering the mode of trial of Slaves charged with capital
Offences, for suspendmg the several Acts and clauses of Acts therein mentioned,
and for other purposes”. - - - - - - - ibid.

BARBADOS.

12th May 1801.—An Act to increase the sum. made payable by former Laws on
the manumission of a Slave, and for their better support when manumitted. p. 34

gth April 1805.-—An Act for the better protection of the Slaves of this
Island. eepe 36

4th November 1806.—An Act for the punishment of such Slaves.as shall be
found practising Obeah. - - - = - - - ibid.

14th: March 1809.—An Act to remove doubts concerning the trial of Slaves
manumitted after the commission of felonies of which they may stand accused. 'p.. 37

BERMUD al
/

17th July 1789.—An Act to repeal an Act, intituled, “ An Act for the security of
the Subject, to prevent the forfeiture of life and’estate upon killing a Negro or other
Slave.” = = - - soe - - - - - - p- 38

gth August 1806.—An Act to regulate the emancipation of Slaves, and to dis-
able Free Negroes and persons of Colour from being seised of realestate. _—_ibid.

DOMINICA.

15th March 1793.—An Act to revive and make perpetual an Act ofthis Island,
intituled, “ An Act for the encouragement, protection, and better government of
Slaves.” - - - - - - - - - ~ - p. 40

15th March 1793.—An Actto revive an Act of this Island, intituled, “ An Act
to establish a Company of Rangers. for the apprehending and suppressing of
runaway Slaves, and for obliging the proprietors, renters or employers of all Slaves
belongingto or employed on the several plantations and lands in this Island to furnish
a proportion of thelr Slaves to be sent into the woods after and in search of
runaways, to provide officers for such company, by engaging such proper White
persons and people of Colour as may be disposed to be employed on the said
service, and ‘for granting encouragement for the apprehending or destroying of any
of the runaways, and to empower magistrates, on the requisition of the commanding-
officer of the said company of rangers, to issue their warrant to call to the assistance
of the said company of rangers a certain number of Slaves from the neighbouring
plantations, in cases of emergency, and to prevent the importation of Slaves cone.
victed or known to have been guilty of murder, insurrection, or other capita}.
offences, and to prevent the sale of gunpowder, fire arms, or other offensive weapons
to runaways. - - - - = - 7 = - p. 41

6th December 1794.—An Act to enable the commanding officer of the corps of
rangers employed in suppressing the runaway Slaves, to procure such Slaves for
guides as he shall think best qualified to discover the camps or places ofresortof the
runaways in the woods. - - p42,

goth April 1798.—An Act for the more effectual apprehending of runaway
‘Slaves, and to oblige the Provost Marshal of this Island to receive into his custody
in the common gaol, all runaway Slaves, and to-advertise them in the newspaper of
the Island, and if not claimed within a limited tine, to oblige him to sell them for
‘the public benefit; for appointing a committeeof the council and assemblyte
inspect the common gaol from time to time, and for other -purposes in this Act
mentioned..- = - = = = ee - - - - ibid.

30th April

23
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4 LIST OF COLONIAL LAWS RESPECTING SLAVES.

gothApril 1798.—An Act to make the testimony of Slaves admissible in certain

cases and under certain restrictions, for a limited time, toforfeit runawaySlaves who

have been absent from the service of their masters a certain time ; and to oblige the

inhabitants of this Island having intelligence of the situation or motions of the

runaway Slaves, to communicate the same to the persons, and in the manner

prescribed by this Act; and to prevent persons from harbouring or employing

Slaves on their plantations or in their houses, without a written permission from the

owner or person having charge of such Slaves; and for other purposes. Pp. 45

16th October 1800.—An Act for the trial and effectual punishment of such —

runaway Slaves as may hereafter be taken, and be knownto be chiefs or leaders of

camps, or bands of runaway Slaves in the woods. - - - - p- 48

1gth December 1800.—An Act for the banishing of sundry runaway Slaves

now in confinement, and also for the banishment of such runaways of certain

descriptions as shall hereafter be taken or surrender themselves, and for other

purposes. -  - - - ~ - - - - - Pp. 49

16th June 1810.—An Act to regulate the ‘manumitting of Slaves in this Island ;

to impose a tax upon manumissions, and to impose a tax upon all free and
. I

manumitted persons coming to this Island. - - - - p- 50

1gth February 1811.—An Act for ascertaining the number of White persons,
Free persons of Colour, and Slaves in this Island. - 5 = 5 pe 5

‘GRENADA.

24th October 1789.—An Act for obliging the owners of canoes, boats and
pettyaugers, to take out a licence, and give security that the same shall not be the
means of enabling Slaves to make their escape, or to be carried off or transported
from this Colony; and for authorizing and enabling the Commander in Chief to hire
two small vessels to cruize round the coast for the purpose of inspecting and seizing
all such vessels as appear to be employed in carrying off Slaves, or under suspicious
circumstances of such intentions. - - - - - - P- 55

24th October 1789.—An Act for the more effectual trial and punishmentof
criminal Slaves; and to authorize His Majesty’s justices of the peace to appoint
constablesin cases of emergency. - - - - - - - p. 56

23d August 1791.—An Act to continue an Act, intituled, “ An Act for the
more effectual trial and punishment of criminal Slaves, and to authorize His
Majesty’s justices of the peace to appoint constables in cases of emergency.” p. 58

2d April 1792.—An Act to amend an Act, intituled, “ An Act to prevent the
further sudden increase of free Negroes and Mulattoes ;” and also to amend an Act,
intituled, ‘“‘ Au Act for the better government of Slaves, and for the more speedy
and effectual suppression of runaway Slaves; and to ascertain what shall be evidence
of the sealing of certificates respecting enfranchisement, as directed to be made by
the guardians of Slaves.” - - - - - - - ibid.

7th June 1796.—An Act for the more effectual trial and punishment of Slaves
who may have been or may hereafter be concerned in the rebellion and insurrection
now existing in this Island, -. - - - - - - «= p. 62

13th May 1797.—An Act for the punishment of Slaves under sentence of banish-
ment, or confinement to hard labour in chains, who shall escape or attempt to escape
from their places’ of confinement. or employment; and to make it lawful for the
magistrates to condemn to hard labour in chains, for life or fora limited time,
Slaves convicted under the several Acts for the trial and punishment of criminal
Slaves. - - - os ~ = = - ©= =  p. 66

gth December 1797.—An Act for the better protection, and. for promoting the
natural increase and population ofSlaves within the Island of Grenada, and such of
the Grenadines as are annexed to the government thereof; for compelling an
adequate provision for, and care of them, as well in sickness and old age as in health;
and for constituting and appointing guardians to effectuate and carry into execution
the regulations and purposes of this Act. -  - - - = -  p, 67

25th October  



LIST OF COLONIAL LAWS RESPECTING SLAVES. 5

~ 95th October 1806.—An Act to repeal so much of an Act commonly called the
Guardian Act, as gives an annuity of ten pounds to any Slave manumitted according
to the direction of that Act, and for certain other purposes. - - Pp 75.

JAMAICA.

oth December 1791.—An Act to repeal an Act for the better order and govern-
ment of the Negroes belonging to the several Negro towns, and for preventing them
from purchasing ¢of Slaves; and for encouraging the said Negroes to go in pursuit of
gunaway Slaves, and for other purposes therein mentioned ; and for giving the’
Maroon Negroes further protection and security; for altering the mode of trial,
and tor other purposes. - - - - - - - - Pp. 77

1oth May 1792.—An Act to repeal an Act,intituled, “ An Act to regulate the
sales of newly-imported Negroes; and to prevent asfar as possibic the separation
of different branches of the same family ;” and to regulate the sales of newly-
importedNegroes, and to prevent-ds far as possible the separation of different
branches of the same family. - ~ ~~ - - - p. 83

1ith December 1795.—An Act to repeal certain Acts and clauses and. parts of
Acts therein mentioned, to prevent -the hiding, concealing; inveigling, detaining,
knowingly harbouring or employing the Slavesof others; -to prevent the transpor-
tation of Slaves by “mortgagers and tenants for life and:years; and for regulating
abuses ccminitted by Slaves. - = - - a - p. 84

22d December 1795.—An Act to make provision for the families of such Free
people of Colour, and of Free. Negroes inrolled in the militia, as shall be killed or
disabled in the public service. ~ ee e p Qt

ist May 1796.—An Act to amend an Act passediin the year one thousand seven
hundred and fifty-eight, intituled, ““ An Act to ascertain and establish the boundaries
of Trelawny Town, and to settle-and allot one thousand acres of land for
Accompong's Town, and to ascertain the boundaries thereof, and toappoint certain
commissioners to sell the lands granted to the Trelawny Maroons, with a reservation
ef so much thereof as may be necessary for the use of the troops that may be
quartered there.” - - ose - - . - - - | .p. g2

ist May 1796.—An Act to prevent the retarn tothis Island ofthe rebellious
Maroons of Trelawny Town, sentenced to transportation, and forother pur-
poses. - - - - ee “oof - - -  —p. 93

14th March 1799.—An Act to prevent any intercourse and communication
between the Slaves of this Island and Foreign Slaves of a certain description, and for
other purposes. - = ~ - mole - soe - op. 94

29th October 1807.—~An Act to authorize and empower the Commander in Chief
for the time being to causé-parties to be raised and fitted out for suppressing any

_ rebellion, and for going in pursuit of and reducing runaway Slaves. - -p. 107

‘28th November 1807.—An Act for providing a maintenance for people of
Free condition confined for debt, and’ Slaves confined in the countygaols of this
Island. - < - z- 4 - - - - - - p- 114

28th November 1807.—An Act to repeal several Acts therein mentioned
respecting Slaves, to declaré Slaves assets for paymient of debts and legacies, and
in-what manner they shall descend and be held as property, and be sold and con-
veyedin certain cases. eos - - - - - -- ibid.

— 14th December1809.—An Act for the protection, subsisting,clothing, and for the
better.order, regulation and government of Slaves, and for other purposes. p. 117

4th December 18133.—An-Act to enable persons of Colour and Negroes of Free
condition, to save deficiencies for their own Slaves, and for the Slaves. of each
other. - - - - =. - - - - -  p. 135«

. 4thDeeember 1813.—An Act torepeal several Acts and the clause of an Act of
this-Island,-‘respecting persons. of Free condition, and for granting|to such ‘persons
céitain privileges. Be pe 136

226, 4th December

25
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6 LIST OF COLONIAL LAWS RESPECTING SLAVES.

4th December 1813.—An Act. to enable the justices and vestry of the several

parishes of this Island to fit out partics of confidential Siaves. - - p. 137

23d November 1814.—An Act for rendering more effectual two certain Acts of

this Island respecting Foreign Slaves and Foreigners of a certaindescription, one

passed in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, and the other

passed in the year one thousand eight hundred and one. - - - op. 139

NEVIS.

1st February 1790.—An Act to prevent Slaves from selling sugar, rum, molasses,
syrups, canes, cane-liquor, live stock, butcher's meat, and other things ; also from
‘carrying -off this Island live stock and butcher's meat without tickets from their
owners or managers. - - - - - - - - - p- 143

Ath June 1795.—An Act for the encouragement of such Negroes and other
Slaves as shall behave themselves courageously ‘against the enemy in time of
invasion. = os nr ~ o* - p. 146

‘SAINT CHRISTOPHER.

20th December :1789.—An Act for raising a tax of fifteen shillings per poll on
all Negro and other Slaves, and six pounds per centum on the yearly value of all
houses, - warehouses, stores, shops and tenements within the several towns of this
Island, to be applied for and towards the purchase of a certain number of Negroes
and other Slaves for the use of the public of this Island, and for directing and
appointing‘inwhat manner such Negro and other Slaves shall be employed. p. 147

4th May 1790.—An Act to restrain thefts committed by Negro and other Slaves,
and to prevent the dishonest traffick carried-on by such as deal with them. op. 152

“21st April 1798.—An Act more effectually to provide for the support, and to
extend certain regulations for the protection of Slaves, to promote and encourage
their increase, and generally to meliorate their condition, -  - = p. 155

19th July 1802.—An Act for regulating the Manumission of Slaves. - p. 168

16th June 1808.—An Act to explain and render more effectual an ‘Act, intituled,
“ An Act to restrain thefts committed by Negro and other Slaves, and_ to prevent
the dishonest traffick carried on by such as deal with them. = =  p, 169

SAINT VINCENT.

23d September 1801.— An Act to punish those who shall murder or maim Slaves,
in the Island of Saint Vincent and its dependencies. - 2 oof -  p. 170

roth August 1803.—An Act to oblige proprietors and possessors of Slaves, in
their own right, or right.of others, managers and conductors of estates, to give in
returns of runaways and Obeah men. —- - - - - - pi7

gth January 1805.—An Act to appoint Commissioners for the purpose of
obtaining .an exact account of the number of:the coloured..Free-people, and number
of Negroes within this Government and its dependencies. - - -  p..873

4th September 1817.—An Act to revive an Act, intituled, “ An Act to appoint
commissioners for the purpose of obtaining an exact account of the numbers of
Negroes in this Government andits dependencies.” - - - -  p. 175

19th June 1813.—An Act to explain and amend an ‘Act, intituled, “ An Act
for making Slaves real-estate, andthe better government of Slaves and Free
“Negroes,” . = - me - - - - -  p. 175

Additional Act, presented 4th April. .

.20th “March 1815.—An Act to repeal the fourth clause of an Act,. intituled,
~“ An Act to explain and amend an Act, intituled, ‘ An Act for making Slaves real
estate, and the better government of Slaves and Free Negroes,” and to amend and
re-enact.the same. - - - ce - -p. 178  



LIST OF COLONIAL LAWS RESPECTING SLAVES. 7

TOBAGO,

Revived 15th March 1794.--An Act for the good order and government of

Slaves, and for repealing an Act of this Island, intituled, ““ An Act for the good
order and government of Slaves, and for keeping them under proper restraint; for

establishing the method of trial in capital cases, and other regulations for the greater

security of that part of the inhabitants property.” - - - = p. 17g

Passed 31st May 1794; revived 12th October 1799.—An Act for establishing

regulations respecting Slaves arriving in this Island, or resident therein; except

such as are imported direct from the coast of Africa. - - - - p. 188

6th November 1807.—An Act to prevent more effectually Slaves absenting

themselves from the service of their masters, owners or renters. = - p. 1g!

-2gth April 1814.—An Act to amend an Act, intituled, “ An Act to prevent th

clandestine departure of persons from the island.” - - - - ibid

14th October 1$14.—An Act to compel persons manumitting Slaves in this Island,
to provide for their support, and to restrict Manumissions of Slaves belonging te
other Islands Op TO

27
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THE TREATMENT OF SLAVES. 9

COLONIAL LAWS RESPECTING SLAVES:

(Presented to the House of Commons, in pursuance of an. Address to: His.Royal

Highness The Prince Regent, voted on the 12th: July 181 5.)

 

ANTIGUA.

An ACT to repeal the fortieth and forty-first clauses of an Act of this Island,
intituled, ““ An Act for attainting several Slaves now run away from their
Masters services, and for the better government of Slaves, dated the ninth

- day of December in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
‘twenty-three;” and to make persons charged with and found guilty of the

Murder of Slaves, liable and subject to the same pains and penalties as are

inflicted for the Murder of Free Persons. [28 December 1797.]

W#EREAS by an Act of this Island, intituled “‘ An Act for attainting several
Slaves now run away from their masters services, and for the better govern-

ment of Slaves, dated the ninth day of December in the year of our Lord one
thousand seven hundred and twenty-three,” it is, by the fortieth and forty-first
clauses thereof, enacted and ordained as follows, that is to say, “ And whereas

Preamble.

several cruel persons, to gratify their own humours, against the laws of God and |
humanity, frequently kill, destroy or dismember their own and other persons slaves,
_and have hitherto gone unpunished, because it is inconsistent with ‘the constitution and
government of this Island, and would be too great a countenance and encouragement
to slaves to resist white persons, to set slaves so far upon an equality with the free
inhabitants as to try those that kill them fortheir lives ; nor is it known or practised
in any of the Caribbee Islands that any free person killing a slave is triable for his

_ life; but particular laws (of which we are not provided) are made in several of them
for punishing the aforesaid crimes, and are found very effectual in deterring persons
from such crimes; BE it therefore enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That if any free person or persons whatsoever shall willfully kill or cause to be killed
any slave whatsoever, either belonging to himself or another, in any such manner as
is not excusable by the laws of Great Britain, or allowed by the laws of this Island,
whether the same be by excessive punishment or otherwise, or shall geld or disinember
any such slave, that then such person or persons shall and may be: prosecuted, by
presentment, indictment or information, before justices of the peace in their sessions,
or justices of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery, and upon conviction of any such
killing, the offender or offenders shall be fined, each in any sum not under one hun-
dred pounds nor exceeding three hundred pounds lawful money of this Island,
and be imprisoned till said fine be paid, and all due fees, and find sureties for their

' good behaviour for one year; and in case of gelding or dismembering, and conviction
_thereof, the offender or offenders shall each be fined any sum not under twenty pounds,
nor above one hundred pounds lawful money of this Island, and be imprisoned in. the ©
common gaol till the same be paid, and find sureties for his good behaviour for a
year, so as the prosecution be commenced in one year after the offence of killing,
gelding or maiming committed, and not after ; and shall likewise pay doubie damages
and costs to the party grieved,to be recovered by action of trespass in any conrt of
record in this Island; the moiety of which fines for killing, gelding or dismembering
any slave shall be to the use of His Majesty his heirs and successors, to be paid into
the public treasury of this Island, to be employed towards repairing the forts and
fortifications of this Island, and the other half to the informer prosecuting therefore :”

226, And

29



ANTIGUA.

10 COLONIAL LAWS RELATING TO

And whereas from the alteration of times and circumstances since the passing of the

__-~_-—— above recited Act, it is become necessary that the said two clauses thereof should be

Act, N° 146,
$. 40, 41, repealed.

repealed ;° We therefore, Your Majesty’s most dutiful, loyal and obedient subjects, the

commanderin ‘chief of your Majesty’s Leeward Caribbee Islands in America, and the

council and assembly of this your Majesty’s Island Antigua, humbly pray Your most

Excellent Majesty that it may be enacted and ordained, and be it, and it is hereby

enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the said fortieth and forty-first

clauses of the above recited Act shall be and are hereby declared to be repealed and

made null and void to all intents and purposes whatsoever, as fully and effectually

as if the same had been never made. ,

ad. And whereas, in obedience to the divine law, and from principles of justice,

humanity, and policy, it is right, that whosoever is guilty of wilful murder of, or of wilful

White or free per-
son charged with
murderingor maim-
ing slave, to be
proceeded against
as he would be for
murdering or maim-
ing free person:
on conviction to
suffer death or such
punishment as law
of England inflicts
for murdering or
maiming free per-
son.

Preamble.

Act,
On complaint
charging slave with
crime or felony,
justice to issue
warrant for appre-
hending slave, and
summon evidence
for examination;
and commit slave -
if apparently guilty.

maiming or wounding a fellow-creature, whether a free person or a slave, in any such

manner as is not excusable by the common or statute law of England, should suffer

the pains and penalties of death, or such other punishment as by the said laws such

persons are made liable to suffer for the said crimes; Be it therefore enacted and

ordained, by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the publication of this act,

every white or otiter free person, who shall be charged with the murder, or with the

maiming or wounding a slave, whether belonging to himself or to herself, or to any

other person or persons whatsoever, and whether the same be by excessive punish-

ment or otherwise, every such person so charged shall be proceeded against in the

same manner as he or she would have heen proceeded against or tried for the murder

of or for the maiming or wounding a free person; and upon being convicted thereof,

shall suffer death, or such other punishment as by the laws of England such persons

would be sentenced to suffer for the murder of or for the maiming or wounding a

free person; provided always, that such conviction shall not extend to the cor-

rupting the blood, or the forfeiture of lands or tenements, goods or chattels, any

law custom or usage to the contrary thereof notwithstanding.

Dated at Saint Christopher's, the twenty-eighth day of December, in the year of

our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, and of His Majesty’s

reign the thirty-eighth. ohn Burke, Speaker pro tempore. —

Passed the Assembly this twenty-eighth day of November, one thousand seven

hundred and ninety-seven. John Hill, Clerk of the Assembly.

Passed the Council the twenty-eighth day of November, one thousand seven

hundred and ninety-seven. By Command,
Robart (x. s.) Thomson.

Published this tenth day of January, one
eight.

W* Mathews, Dep. Secretary.

thousand seven hundred and ninety-

John Robarts, Dep. pro. Marshal.

 

An ACT for settling and regulating the Trial of criminal Slaves by Jury.
[28 February 1798.]

WHEREASit has been ‘found by experience, that the laws now in force for
the trial of criminal slaves, are attended with many and great inconveniences, froin
there not being a jury to determine the fact, whether such slaves are guilty; but
that the whole matter of fact, as well as of law, is to be determined by the
magistrates presiding at the trial of such criminal slaves: TO remedy such incon-
veniences, we, therefore, your Majesty’s most loyal and obedient subjects, the
commander in chief of your Majesty's Leeward Caribbee Islands in America, and
the council and assembly of this your Majesty’s Island Antigua, humbly pray your
most excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted and ordained, and be it, and it is
hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That upon any complaint
made to any justice of the peace within this Island, of any henious or grievous
crime, or felonious act or acts, committed by any slave or slaves, the said justice
shall issue his warrant for apprehending the offender or offenders, and shall summon
all and’every person and persons that can give evidence thereof to come before him;

and
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and if upon examination it appears probable that the slave or slaves.is or are guilty, ©ANTIGUA.
the said justice shall commit him her or them to the commion jail of this Island.

. : . . Magistrate first ap-
ad. And whereas it is very unusual for any person in holy orders, to sit on the plied to, when a P

trial of any person for his life; be it also enacted and ordained by the authority clergyman, to give
aforesaid, ‘That whenever it shall happen that the magistrate first applied to is a notice in 24hours
clergyman, then and in such case, the said magistrate shall, within twenty-four of result ntane”
hours after such commitment, give notice in general of what has appeared before mination to next
him, upon examination of the parties concerned, to any justice of the peace next to justice.
him; who shall, within ten days after such notice as aforesaid, certify to some other. Latter to certify,
justice (of the quorum, if he be not of the quorum himself) the cause of snch com- of fen days, out to
mitment, and require such justice, by virtue of this act, and such justice is, upon gnother justice;
such certification, hereby required to associate himself with such justice so certifying; these two (one must
and the said two last mentioned justices are hereby empowered and required to try be of the quorum)
the said offender or offenders within ten days after the said certification, at the court {° te wya,after
house in the town of Saint John in this Island, and for that purpose, by warrant 97
undertheir hands and seals, to cause the said offender or offenders, and all necessary Proviso
evidence, to come before them the said justices: Provided always, if the justice of the ‘
peace applied to, as in the first clause, shall 1iot be in holy orders, then the certification
to be by him made, shall be within ten days after such commitment as aforesaid.

gd. And be it also enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the said janeSssociated
last mentioned justices shall issue a warrant under their hands and seals, directed to warrant to marshal
the provost marshal of the said Island, or his lawful deputy, authorizing and requiring for summons of
the said provost marshal, or his said deputy, to summon twelve reputable pwetve white in-
inhabitants (being whites) of the said Island, to meet them the said justices at the “@”"
said court house in the said town of Saint John, at such time within the said last
mentioned ten days as they the said justices shall think proper: Provided always, Twelve hours
that twelve hour’s notice be given to the said inhabitants so to be summoned. notice.

at . . . : ‘ _. Said two associated4th. And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the said two justices, and six of
last mentioned justices, and six of the said inhabitants so summoned, shall be and inhabitants sum-
are hereby constituted and declared to be, a court and jury, with full power and moned, to be court
authority to hear and determine upon all evidences, proofs, and testimonies at such 4nd jury for trying
trial so to be had as aforesaid; the testimony of one slave against another being **¥°
always admitted.

5th. And be it also enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the jury Jury se yuer under
to be named and impannelled for the trial of such offender or offenders, shall be N°485, s: 61.
ballotted for and determined upon, in the same manner as juries in the court of
Common Pleas and King’s Bench and Grand Sessions, are named and determined
upon, by direction of the sixty-first clause of the act of courts ofthis Island, now in
force. ,

6th. And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That immediately Oath of Juryman.
after the said jury shall be impannelled, the following oath shall be administered to
all and each of them:

“You shall, to the best-of your judgment and knowledge, impartially try the
“ prisoner (or prisoners) now before you, and true verdict give according
* to the evidence.” So help you God.”-

7th. And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid; That to all
evidence examined upon any such trial, if whites or free people of colour, the following
oath shall be administered:

* You shall true and perfect answer make to all such questions as shall be put
“ to you, touching the matter now before the Court respecting the prisoner
“at the bar; you shall speak the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
“ the truth, So help you God.”

8th. And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That if, by positive rjury from: posi-
roof, or violent and strong presumptive proofs, they the said six inhabitants, in thelr wcnive ees |proo 2 Oo! s P 1p € proois, they : ”? sumptive proof, find

capacity as jurors aforesaid, shall find such slave or slaves guilty of the offence or slave guilty, jus-
offences wherewith such slave or slaves is or are charged, then the said last-mentioned tices on trial, or in
justices shall, either on the day of trial, or within five days after, pass sentence of 4 ey t after, to
death, or other punishment, upon such slave or slaves, according to the nature of the °°" "°°
offence cr offences.

226," | a gth, And

Oath of white or
free witness.



32

ANTIGUA.
we

If sentence be
death, Justices to
issuc in 24 hours,
warrant to marshal
to cause execution
as appointed, not
sooner than four
days. Sees. il.

If sentence on Slave
found guilty, can-
not by law be
death, Justices to
inflict. corporal
punishment of their
own authority.

Justices passing
sentence of death,
as ins. 9, to apprize
resident chief com-
mander of such pro-
ceeding, in thirty-
six hours after,
under penalty of
£, 20.

Jury to assess
dainages sustained
from offence of
slaves.

If owners refuse to
pay, slave to be
“adjudged to party
injured.

Such recompence,
bar to action.

Magistrate refusing
to sit juror, to
attend to hear and
determine cases of
slaves according to
Act, to forfeit each
£.20, recoverable
by action; half to
informer, half to
public use.

Marshal to attend
trial, under penalty
of £. 20.

Marshal to be
allowed 3s. each
for suramoning
jurors; 338. for his
attendance.

Secretary, on
notice from either
justice, to attend,
administer oaths,
and minute pro-
ceedings in book.

To be allowed 335.
for attendance.

To forfeit £. 20 for
non-attendance,
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oth. And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That in case any —

sentence of death -be passed upon any such slave or slaves, then they the said two

last-mentioned justices shall, within twenty-four hours after passing sentence, issue a

warrant under their hands and seals, directed to the provost marshal, or his lawful

deputy, to cause execution to be done on such slave or slaves, at such time and place

as they shall appoint, not be.cre four days after condemnation.

roth. And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, “Phat in case the

offence or offences with which such slave or slaves is or are charged, and of which

such slave or siaves is or are found guilty, is or are such as by the law sentence of

death cannot be passed on such slave or slaves, but corporal pv.sishment only, then

the said two last-mentioned justices may, and they are hereby ex:powered, authorized,

and required, by warrant under their hands and seals, to cause to be inflicted such

corporal punishment on such slave or slaves as they shall think proper, and in such

place and at such time as they shall think most advisable.

1ith, And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the said

two last-mentioned justices shall and they are hereby required to give notice of the

said sentence of death so. passed to the person in chief command in this Island for the

time being, within thirty-six hours after passing such sentence as aforesaid, on pain

of forfeiting twenty pounds, gold and silver current money of this Island, to be

_ recovered by action of debt in any court of record in this Island, one half to the

informer, who shall sue for the same, and the other half to be paid into the public

treasury of this Istand.

12th. And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the said

jury of six inhabitants sball enquire into the damages sustained by the offence or

offences committed by such slave or slaves ; and after the same shall be ascertained,

such slave or slaves shall be delivered to his her or their owner or owners, provided

he, she or they shall pay such damages to the party injured; but if such owner or

owners refuse to nay the amount of such damages, it shall and may be lawful for the

two last-mentioned justices and’ six inhabitants, and they are. hereby required, to

adjudge such slave or slaves to be the property of the party injured, and his her or

their heirs and assigns for ever; provided always, that the said recompence shall. be

given in evidence, upoo any action that may be brought for the same matter, and

shall be held a sufficient bar thereto, in any court of record in this Island.

13th. And that the magistrates and inhabitants of this Island may not refuse or

neglect, upon application wade, to sit hear and determine cases of slaves, as by this

act they are directed to do; be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That

any justice upon application made as hereinbefore directed, or any inhabitant being

a white, after he shall bé duly summoned, so making default, for such refusal or

neglect shell, severally, forfeit twenty pounds current money of this Island, to be

recovered by action of debt in any court or courts of record in this Island; and

one-half of ‘such penalty shail be paid to any informer, who shall sue for the same;

and the other half to the use of His Majesty his heirs and successors; to be applied

to the support of the government of this Island and the public charges thereof.

14th. And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the said.

provost inarshal or his lawful deputy shall attend every trial so to be had as afore-

said, upon pain of forfeiting, for every neglect, the sum of twenty pounds current

money of this Island; to be recovered by warrant under the hands and seals of the -

said two last-mentioned justices, directed to the coroner of this Island, and applied

as the former penalties of this act are directed to be applied; and the said provost

marshal or his lawful deputy shall be allowed, in his public accounts, the sum of

three shillings for each juror summoned, and thirty-three shillings for his own attend-

ance on each trial.

15th. And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the public

secretary of this Island or his lawful deputy shall, upon receiving notice from one or

either of the said two last-mentioned justices, attend every trial to be had by virtue

of this act; and shali also administer the oaths to all jurors and witnesses, and make

a memorandum of the proceedings in a book to be kept by him for that purpose; and

shall be.allowed thirty-three shillings in his public accounts for each trial; and in
glect to attend on each such trial,

he shall forfeit the sum oftwenty pounds current money of this Island, to be recovered
by 
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by warrant under the hands and seals of the said two last-mentioned justices, directed  ANTIGUA.

46 thesaid provost marshal or his lawfal deputy, aud appliedin the same manner as

theformer penalties of this act are directed to be applied.

16th. And be it also enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That any Slaves ia custody

slaves who maynow be in custody for or charged with any criminal offence, shall wo be tried under

be triedin the manner hereinbeforedirected by this act, andm no other manner.

Dated at St. Christopher's, the twenty-eighth day of February, in the year of our:
Lord one thousand seven hundred and. ninety-eight, and of His Majesty’§ reign

the thirty-eighth. . James Athill, Speaker.

Passed the Assembly, this twenty-second day of February, one thousand seven
hundred and ninety-eight. John Lill, Clerk of the Assembly.

Passed the Couneil, this twenty-second day of February, one thousand ‘seven
hundred and ninety-cight. By Command,

Robert (1. s.)- Thomson. IV"Mathews, Dep. Secretary.

Published the fifteenth day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety~
eight. — Roberét Clogstoun, Dep. Pro. Marshal.

  
 

BAHAMAS.

Ax ACT to prohibit the selling, purchasing, hiring or employing of certain
Foreign Slaves, exceptas is therein excepted; fer authorizing the Provost _
Marshal to sell, confine and transport the same; and for other purposes

' therein mentioned. {23d December 1795.]

WtEREAS itis necessary for the safety and tranquillity of thesse Islands,that| _ BAHAMAS. .
woof

‘
all communication between the slaves thereof, and certain slaves and people of

colour who have been lately, or may be hereafter. brought to or ‘shall arrive or Preamble.
be foundin these Islands should as much as possible be prevented: May it please
Your Majesty, that it may be enacted,and be it enacted, by his excellen¢y the right
honourable Jehn earl of ‘Dunmore, Your Maijesty’slieutenant and governor general,
the council and assembly of Your Majesty's Bahama Islands, and it is hereby French negroes not
enactedand ordained by the authority of the same, That from and after the expiration 1 be sold, employ-
of six, months:next after the publication of this Act, it shall not be lawful forany “? “*
person or: persons whatever, to sell purchase hire or employ any slave or slaves,
which to his her or their knowledge. did, or now do, belong to any subject of the
French government, or to any person or persons residing within any of the territories
colonies or dominions thereof, and which slave orslaves has or have been imported
or brought into these Islands since the twelfth day of February one thousand seven ©
hundred and nimety-three, or which shall or may be hereafter brought, or shall |
arrive or be found within these Islands, from the Island of Saint Domingo,.or any °
Frenchcolony whatsoever; and that any person or persons selling; purchasing, hiring or
employing any such slave or slaves, contrary to the true intent and meaningofthis Act,
shall forfeit the sum of one hundred and filty pounds for each slave so sold, purchased,
hired.or employed, to be recovered as is hereinafter directed: Provided nevertheless, Proviso.
that nothing hetein contained shall extend to prevent the selling, purchasing, hiring
or employing, i in the Islands of New Providence, Harbour Island, and Eleuthera,
their dependencies, and Watling’s Island,any French negroes or ‘slaves already
imported or brought into these Tslands.

2d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after French negroes net
the expiration of six months next after the publication of this Act, it shall not bo to beempliyed in
lawful for any person or persons to hire or employ any such negro or other French droging or coasting
slave or slaves, as hath or have been brought into these Islands since the twelfth’ day ““"°™
ofFebruary one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, or such as may hercafter
be brought into the same on board ofany droging, wreeking, or other vessel belonging
to any.inhabitant or inhabitants of these Islands, and employed in the trade of“the -
same, under the penalty of one hundred and itty pounds for every such negro or

226. . ~~ other



34

LRAHAMAS.

Provise.

French negroes
found at large to
be apprehended
“and sent to gaol;

and to be sold for
transportation.

14 COLONIAL LAWS RELATING TO

other French slave so hired or employed: Provided always, that nothing in this Act

contained shall be construed or understood to prevent the employing of any of the said

negroes, now actually belonging to any inhabitant of the Island of New Providence,

Harbou; Island and Eleuthera, in any vessel or vessels resorting to the coast of

Florida, for the purpose of turtling, fishing or wreeking.

‘gd. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any such

French negro or other slave shall be found at large in any of these Islands, except

(as is hereinbefore excepted) in the Islands of New Providence, Harbour Island and

Eleuthera, their dependencies, and Watling’s Island, all and every of His Majesty's

subjects are hereby required and empowered to apprehend such French negro or other

slave, and to carry him her or them before any justice of the peace, he is hereby

required and empowered to associate with any two other Justices, who together shall

take the examination of such negro or other French slave, and commit Lim or her

to the common gaol in the town of Nassau, and shail transmit a copy of such

examination, and also a copy of his or her warrant of commitment, to the provost

marshal, under the penalty of one’ hundred'and fifty pounds; and the provost marshal

ig hereby empowered and required to receive into his custody and charge all and

every such French negro or other slave, and to sell him or her for transportation,

as soon after as opportunity shall offer, and to advertize the sale and transportation

of such negro or other slave, under the penalty of one hundred and fifty pounds for

every neglect; and the monies arising from any such sale, after deducting the usuzl

commissions and charges, shall be paid into the public treasury ; provided nevertheless,

that if any owner or owners of such slave or slaves, shall appear and make good ‘his

her or their claim to such slave or slaves, within six months next atter such sale, then

in such case, the monies arising therefrom, ‘shall be paid over to such owner or

owners, after deducting therefrom a further commission of six pounds per centum.

4th. And whereas divers French subjects, planters and other free inhabitants of
Saint Domingo, and having property there, are forced, by the tyranny and oppression

— of the persons -having the government. of that colony in their hands, or for other

The prize master
ofany vessel having
French slaves. to
report the same to
the receiver :
general.

which slaves shall
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transportation.

Penalty for refusing
or neglecting to re-
port French sluves.
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demned to be sold
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Proviso.

reasons, are obliged to quit the said colony, and to take their departure on board

neutral vessels, are frequently brought into the port. of Nassau by ships of war and

private armed vessels having commissions or letters of marque; and whereas the

slaves of such persons, being French property, are liable to condemnation in the

court of vice admiralty of these Islands; be it therefore enacted by the authority

aforesaid, That on the arrival of any ship or vessel, which may hereafter be captured
by any ship ofwar or other commissioned vessel, and brought into the port of Nassau
for adjudication, and on board of which there shall be any French slave or slaves,

the prize master, or other person having the command or direction of such ship or
vessel shall, and he is hereby required and directed to. make a written report, on

oath, to the receiver-general and treasurer of such slave or slaves, with such particulars

respecting the. same as may have come to his knowledge; and the said receiver-
"general and treasurer is hereby required to deliver, or cause to be delivered, as
speedily as may bé, to the provost marshal, an exact copy of such report, and the
provost marshal shall forthwith make a demand of such slave or slaves, in order that
they niay be, without loss of time, delivered to him or his deputy; and on such
delivery he is directed and required to commit the said slave or slaves to the common
gaol, there to remain, at the expence of the captors, until disposed of according to
the true intent and meaning of this act. :

5th. And be it further enacted, That in case any prize-master, or other person
whom it may concern, shall neglect or delay to make ‘the report required of him |
within twelve hours after his arrival in the port of Nassau, or shall neglect or refuse
to deliver any slave or slaves demanded as aforesaid to, the said provost marshal or
his deputy, he shali forfeit and pay the sam of one hundred pounds for such neglect |
refusal or delay.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case of condemnation
in the court of vice-admiralty of any such slave or slaves as lawful prize, the same. _
shall be sold for transportation only for the benefit of the captors; and in case of-
acquittal of such slave or slaves, the claimant or claimants of the same shall transport
such slave or slaves frem these Islands within the space of one month from such
sentence of acquittal: Provided nevertheless, that in case either of condemnation or
acquittal in the said court of vice-admiralty, it shall and. may-be lawful for the

provost  
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provost marshal to detain and secure in gaol all such slaves so condemned or BAHAMAS.

acquitted, until they shall be transported as is hereinbefore directed.

~th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Thatin case the proprietor
‘or proprietors shall not transport his ber or their said slave or slaves, within the term

of three months from their acquittal as aforesaid, that thenit shall and may be

lawful for the provost marshal or his deputy, to sell and transport htm her or them,

in manner as is herein before directed; and each and every proprietor of any slave

. or slaves, who shall wilfully delay or neglect to transport the same, as herein directed

and required, shallforfeit and pay the sum of one hundréd and fifty pounds for every

U—~_-—__Y

Slaves acquitted to
be transported in
three months.

Penalty. *

‘slave not transported in conformity to this act; and the monies arising from the sale

of any such slave or slaves shall, after deducting a commission of five pounds -per

centum and all expences, be paid by the said marshal into ‘the public treasury. —

8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any person possessed

of French slaves who have been brought into these Islands since the twelfth day

of February one thousand seven hundred and ninety three, shall, within three

months next -after the publication of this act, and for which notice for that purpose

shall be given in the Bahama Gazette, deliver in an account, on oath, of the number

and quantity of all such slaves to the receiver general, under the penalty of one

hundred and fifty pounds for every such slave so unaccounted for. .

oth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be
lawful for any justice of the peace, constable or other peace officer, at any time
after the expiration of two months from and after the publication of this act, to

- take up and arrest, and to commit to the common gaol, any free negro, mulatto, or
other person of colour, being French, brought into these islandssince the said twelfth
day of February one thousand seven hundred and ninety three, or which shall

hereafter be brought into these islands, and who shall be found at large in the island

of New Providence, or any other island within this government ; and the provost

marshal or keeper of the gaol, is hereby directed and required-to receive such free
negro, mulatto or other person of colour, and him or her to detain and keep in the

common gaol aforesaid, until he or she shall cause himself or herself to be transported

at his or her own expence.

10th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all fines, forfeitures
‘and penalties under this act, shall be sued for in the name of thé King,or of the
receiver general and treasurer, in the general court of these Islands; and on judgment
against the defendant, full costs. of suit shall be allowed and. paid; and that the
‘monies so recovered shall be applied, as may be directed by any act to be passed

Persous. having
French slaves to
repert the same to
the receiver
general.
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colour to be arrest-
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transport them-
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Fines, &c. in whose.
name,

in this present séssion, or in any future session of the general assembly, and not
‘otherwise.. / —— ;

1ith. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any action or
~ suit shall be brought or commenced against any person or persons, for any matter or
thing done or to be done in pursuance of this-act, the defendant or defendants may
plead the general issue, and give this act and the special matter in evidence; and in
case of nonsuit or discontinuence, or, upoa verdict or demurrer, judgment shall be

Persons sued to
plead the general
issue,

"given against the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants shall and may-
recover treble costs of suit.

_ 12th, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this dct, shall
continue and be in force from and after the publication thereof, for and during the
term of threc years,- and from thence to the end.of the next session of the assembly,
and no longer. 4

i

 

\

An ACT to consolidate and bring into one’‘Act, the several laws relating
to Slaves, and for giving them further protection and security; for altering
the mode of trial of Slaves charged with capital offences; for suspending
the several Acts and clauses of Acts therein mentioned, and for other
purposes. [1796.]

WHEREASit is expedient that the laws which have been enacted for the govern-
‘ment of slaves, should be consolidated and brought into one act; that some further
provisions should be made for their protection; and that the mode of trying slaves,

226, . 7 charged
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charged with capital offences, should be altered and regulated as nearly as Jocal
circumstances will admit, according to the rules of the common Jaw: Mayit thicre-
fore please your Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his,bonor,
Jobn Forbes, esquire, your Majesty's lieutenant governor and commander-in-chief,
the council and assembly of your Majesty’s Bahama Islands; and it is hereby enacted
and ordained by the authority of the satne, That from and after the passing of this

act, all and every the hereinafter-mentioned laws, and clauses afid parts of laws, so
‘far forth as the sate do relate to negroes or other slaves, be and the same are hereby

suspended for and during the continuance of this act anything in the said laws and
clauses of laws, or in any other law, to the contrary notwithstanding—that is to say ;
an act passed in the seventh year of your Majesty’s reign, intituled, An Act for
governing negroes, mulattos, and indians; also one other act, passed in the eighth
year of your Majesty’s reign, intituled, An Act for suspending a clause in an act

" intituled, An Act for governing of negroes, mulattos, and indians, and for amending

Allowance of pro-
‘vision to shaves.
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disabled or infirm
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by their owners,
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about in want.
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the said act ; also one other act, passed in the twentieth year of your Majesty’s reign,
intituled, An Act for suspending parts of certain clauses, and amending other clauses
in An Act, intituled, An act for governing negroes, mulattos, and indians; also one
other act, passed in the ycar last aforesaid, intituled, An Act for governing negroes,
mulattos, musties, and indians, and for suspending several acts therein mentioned;
also one-other act, passed in the same year last aforesaid, intituled, An Act to amend
a clause in an act passed in the seventh year of his present Majesty's reign, intituled,
An Act for governing negroes, mulattos, and indians. :

and. And whereas it is duc to good policy, as well as to humanity and justice,’ that
the condition of slaves should be rendered as comfortable as possible, by supplying
thera with good, wholesome, and sufficient provisions, with proper clothing and
other necessaries ; and it is expedicnt that the same should be regulated by law; be
it enacted, That the master, owner, or possessor of every plantation, pen, or other
lands whatsoever, within these Islands, shall provide and give to every slave above
the age of ten years, at and after the rate of one peck of unground indian or guinea
corn, or twenty-one pints of wheat flour, or seven quarts of rice, fifty-six pounds of
potatoes, cocoés or yams, per week; over and above a sufficient quantity of land,
as and for the proper ground of every such slave; and one-half of the aforesaid
allowance to each child below the aforesaid age of ten years.

3d., And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no master, owner,
or possessor of any slave, whether in his or her own right, or as attorney, . guardian,
trustee, executor, or otherwise, shall discard or turn away any such slave, by.reason
of such slave being rendered incapable of labour by sickness, age, or infirmity;. but
every mast¢ér, owner, or possessor shall be arid he is hereby obliged to keep every.
such sick, infirm, disabled, or superannuated slave on his estate or premises, and to
find andprovide such slave with wholesome necessaries of life; and not to suffer any
such slave to be in want thereof, or to wander. about and become burthensome to
others, under the penalty of ten pounds for every offence, to be recovered ina
summary mannerbefore any two justices of peace, who are bereby authorized and
required fo cause any master, owner, or possessor offending in the premises, or his
her or tueir agent or attorney, and such other person as they shall judge necessary,
to be summoned before them, to enable them to judge of the justice of any such
charge, and to determine whether such master, owner, or possessor ought to incur
the aforesail penalty; and in the meantime and until such trial can be had, the said
justices of the peace, on their view, or on the information of any white person on
oath, are hereby required to take up any such wandering sick, aged, or infirm slave,
and to lodge him or her in the nearest workhouse or other place of security, there to
be clothed and fed, but not compelled to work, at the expence of such master, owner,
of possessor, until such trial as aforesaid can be had;- and if it shall-appear to the
said justices upon such trial that the party or parties complained of, is or are guilty of-
the offence alledged, and he she or they shall refuse to-pay the said penalty, toge-
ther with the workhouse fees and charges of conviction, the said justices are hereby
authorized and required to commit such offender or offenders to the next common
gaol, there to remain until he she or they shall pay the same.

4th. And whereas by reason of deaths or removals of proprietors of slaves, of their
being manuinitted without any suitable provision. been made for their mainteuance,
and irom other causes, some unhappy objects, rendered unable to labour by disease,

old  
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old age, or other means, have become burthensome to the inhabitants ; for remedy BAHAMAS.

whereof, be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be \—~__--_-_

lawful for the vestries of the several parishes andIslands, once in every year, to lay,

a tax upon the inhabitants, in the same manner as the parochial taxes are usually

laid, for the purpose of raising such sum as they shall judge necessary for the mainte-

nance, clothing, medical care, and attendance of all such negro, mulatto, or other slaves,

or other unhappy objects; and any two justices of the peace are hereby authorized

and required, upon application being made to them, to order all such objects as

aforesaid to be removed and conveyed to the workhouse of the parish where (if a

slave) the former owner.or owners, proprietor or proprietors, lived or resided, or (if a

person of colour made free) where the ‘person or persons who manumitted or set free

such person of colour resided before his or her manumission, there to be lodged and

taken care of; and the justices of the peace and vestries of the several Islands and

parishes, are hereby authorized and required from time to time to make such

_ humane regulations for the purposes aforesaid as to them shall seem necessary and
expedient.

sth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every master or Clothingof aslave. ©

owner shall provide and give to every slave, in his or her possession, two suitsof

‘proper and sufficient clothing in the course of every year, under the penalty of fifty

pounds for each offence. .

6th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Thatall masters and Slaves to be in-
owners, or in their absence their overseers, shall, as much as in them lies, endeavour structed intne
to instructtheir slaves in the Christian religion, and shall do their endeavours to fit bincfan religion
them for baptism; and as soon as conveniently may be, shall cause to be baptized
all such slaves as they can.make sensible of a Deity, and of the Christian faith.

7th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any master, owner, Penalties on
_ or other person whatsoever, who shall wilfully mutilate any slave, or cause, permit, or masters, &c. for .
suffer any slave to be mutilated, with his or her privity or consent, shallbe liable to mutilatingor
be indicted and prosecuted in the general court for the same ; and upon conviction, mann staves.
shall be punished by fine, not exceeding one hundred pounds, and imprisonment not
exceeding twelve months, for every offence; and such punishment is declared to be
without prejudice to any action that could or might be brought by the owner or
proprietorfor recovery of damages, for or on account of the same; and in cases
where the owner of any such slave shall be guilty of any such offence, it shall and
may be lawful for the court, if it shall seem necessary for the future protection of such
slave, to declare him or her to be free and discharged from all manner of servitude,
to all intents and purposes whatever; and in all such cases it shall and may be
lawful for the court to order the same to be paid to the vestry of the parish to which
such slave belonged, to the use ofthe said parish; the vestry in consideration thereof
paying to such slave so made free, an annuity of ten pounds per annum during life;
and in case any slave or slaves shall suffer any such mutilation as aforesaid, any
justice of the peace is hereby authorized and required, on view of thefact, to send
such slave to the nearest werkhouse, there to be kept and carefully attended at
the expense of the parish, until such time as there can be a ‘meeting of the justices —
and vestry of such parish, which justices and vestry are hereby created a council of
protection for such slave, and are authorized and required, to make full enquiry
respecting the mutilation of such slave; and if to them it. shall appear proper, shall
cause the owner or owners of such mutilated slave to be indicted and prosecuted,
the expenses of which prosecutionshall be paid by the parish where such offence
shall be committed ; and in case theowner or owners of such slave or slaves shall
be able to pay the costs and damages of such prosecution, the churchwardens and
vestry are hereby required to commence a suit or suits against such owner or owners, |

~ in which they shall recover all costs and charges by them laid out and expended in
- such criminal prosecution and civil action; and the keeper of the workhouse to
which any such slave shall have been committed, is hereby required, upon due notice
of the meeting of such justices and vestry, to produce such mutilated slave or slaves
for their inspection, under the penalty of twenty pounds for every neglect, ©

8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall not be Slaves not to be
lawful for any court of justice, to pass any sentence, whereby any slave shall be mutilated for any
directed to be mutilated or maimed, for any offence whatever. “offence,” ~

220. co gth. And.
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BAHAMAS. _ oth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person shall

L—___—_——/ wilfully and with malice aforethought, kill or cause to be killed, ‘any negro or other

Persons killinga slave, every such person shall be adjudged guilty of felony and murder, and shall

slave tobe pdjudged suffer death without benefit of clergy; provided always, that no such conviction shall

ond wwurder,ond to extend to the corruption of blood, or the forfeiture of lands or tenements, goods or

sufferdeath, without chattels, any law custom or usage to the contrary notwithstanding. -
benefit of clergy. . . ‘ :
Persons guilty of oth. And be it further enacted by the anthority aforesaid, That if any perso

cruelty to slaves, Shall wantonly or cruelly whip, maltreat, beat, bruise, wound, imprison, or keep in

to be indicted confinement, without sufficient support, any slave or slaves, he she or they shall

therefore in the be subject to be indicted for the same in the general court, and shall suffer such
general court, punishment by fine or imprisonment, or both, as the court shall think proper to

inflict;and such punishment is declared to be without prejudice to’ any action that

may be brought for recovery of damage, in case such slave shall not be the property -

_ of the. offender.

Punishment of 11th. And in order to restrain arbitrary punishments, be it further enacted by the

slaves. authority aforesaid, That no slave shall on any account receive more than twenty
lashes at any one time, or for any one offence, unless the owner or employer of such.
slave, or supervisor of the workhouse, or keeper of the gaol, shall be present ; and
that no such owner, employer, supervisor or gaol keeper, shall on any account

_ punish a slave with more than thirty-nine lashes at one time and for one offence,
nor inflict or suffer to be inflicted, any second punishment on the same day, nor
until the delinquent shall have recovered from the effects of any former punishment,
under the penalty of ten pounds for every offence.

Fees of the provost 12th. And whereas it is customary for owners to commit their slaves to the
marshal or gaoler, common gaol for slight offences, which are not punishable under this act; be it

for receiving slaves therefore enacted, That in all cases where any owner or possessor of a slave shall
trivial offences. send him or her to gaol, for any such trivial offence, the provost marshal or his

deputy, or gaoler, shall forthwith take and receive such slave into custody, and
him or her safely keep until released by the owner; andshall receive for his trouble,
three shillings, together with one shilling for every day such slave shall have
remained in gaol; provided such slave shall have been maintained by the provost

- marshal.

Fixing iron collars, 13th. And whereas a mischievouspractice hathprevailed in some of the colonies,
&c. on slaves, of punishing ill disposed slaves, and such as are apt. to abscond from their owners,
declared unlawful. by fixing iron collars with projecting bars or hooks, reund their necks ; be it enacted

and declared, that such practice is utterly unlawful; and that no person shall on any
account whatever, punish any negro or other slave, whether his own property or
otherwise, by fixing or causing to be fixed, any iron or other collar round the neck
of such slave, or by loading the body or limbs of such slave with chains, irons, or
weights, of any kind, other than.such asare absolutely necessary for securing the
person of such slave while in confinement, under the penalty of fifty pounds ; and
any justice of the peace is hereby authorized and required, on information or view
of such offence, to order such collar, chains, irons, or weights, to be immediately
taken off, under the penalty of one hundred pounds for every neglect or refusal.

Christmas’ 14th. And be it further enactedbythe authority aforesaid, That every slave within
holidays. these islands shall be allowed the usual number of Christmas holidays, to wit,

. Christmas day, and the twofollowing working days.
Overseersabsenting 15th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every Overseer
then ee who shall absent himself from the estate under his care or management, on any of
holidays, to forfeit the aforesaid holidays, without leave of -his employer, shall for every such offence
£.5. each day. forfeit the sum of five pounds for each day.
Returns of births 16th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That on the ist dayof -
and death of be January which will bein the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety
tions,to se madein eight, and on the 1st day of January in every succeedingyear, or within thirty days.
January every year. after, the owner manager or overseer of every plantation or settlement within these

Islands, shall give in upon oath, to the churchwardens of the parish, an account of all
‘And if the not the births and deaths of the slaves on such plantation or settlement, under the penalty
"giving in such of fifty pounds, to be recovered from the owner ofsuch plantation-or settlement.
retert be owing to 17th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if the not giving
°verseer, the in such accounts shall be owing to the neglect of any overseer or manager, it shall and

penalty, &c. to be i may
paid by him. | | |
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may be lawful for the owner, proprietor or possessor of such plantation or settlement, BAHAMAS. _
to stop and detain the penalty which he or she shall be compelled to pay, together —-—._-_—“

with his or her costs and charges, out of thewages of such manager or overseer.

18th.’ And whereas it is absolutely necessary that slaves should be kept in due Exceptiag when
obedience to their owners, and in proper subordination to the white inhabitants in going to market,

general, that opportunities of committing rebellious conspiracies shouldas much as foslaves platation
possible be taken away, and that adequate punishments should be appointed for all they are employed

~ crimes committed by slaves; Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no on, without a ticket
slave (such only excepted as are going with firewood, grass,. fruit, provisions or small °F pass.
stock and other goods, which they may lawfuily sell, to market, and returning there-
from) shall hereafter be suffered to go out of his or her master’s or owner's plantation
or settlement, or to travel from one place to another, unless such slave shall have a
‘ticket from his or her owner, master, employer or overseer, expressing particularly
the time of such slave’s setting out, and where or to what place he or she is going, and
the time limited for his or her return ; under a penalty not exceeding forty shillings for
every offence, to be recovered from his’ or her master, owner, employer or overseer,
unless such owner, employer, oroverseer shall make oath, that he or she did give to the
said slave such ticket as aforesaid, or that the said slave went away without leave..

1gth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no negro or other Slaves not to carry
slave shall be allowed to hunt any horned cattle, horses, mares, mules, ‘asses or other @tms, unless in
animals, with lances, guns, cutlasses or other arms, unless in the company of hiswhiteper Mniateians
master, overseer, or some other white person, or by his permission in writing; and any permission in ¥
negro or other slave who shall offend contrary to the true intent and meaning of this writing.
act, shall suffer such. punishment by whipping, as any two justices of the peace shall
think properto inflict, not exceeding fifty lashes.

20th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any free negro, Free people of |
mulatto orIndian, in order ta conceal any runaway slave, or to prevent him or her colour, or

' from .being apprehended, shall give any fraudulent pass or ticket to any such runaway .
slave, he she or they shall be deemed guilty of forgery, and shall he liable to be
prosecuted,and tried for the same in the general court; and upon conviction, shall
suffer the loss of freedom, transportation or such other punishment as the court shall
think proper to inflict, not extending to life or limb. | a .

21st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That if any such frau- White persons
dulent pass or ticket shall be given by any white person with intent as aforesaid, such 8'V'"8fraudulent
white person shall be deemed guilty of forgery, and shall be liable to be indicted aways,tobe.
and tried for the same before the general court; and shall suffer such punishment, by deemed guilty of
fine and imprisonment, as the court shall think proper to inflict. _ forgery.

‘ged. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no ticket shall be Tickets to slavesor . ° : : not: to extendgranted to any slave for any time exceeding one calendar month. beyond one month.

_ 23d. And be it further enacted, That every person from whose service any slave Runaway slaves to
shall abscond, shall, within fourteen days thereafter, give notice thereof by public beadvertised within
advertisement, wherein shall be inserted the nameand description of such runaway, fourteen days after

by means whereof he or she may be more easily known and apprehended ;and in absconding,
case the owner shall neglect so to do, he or she shall not be entitled to any satisfac- 7

_ tion from the treasury for any such slave executed or transported, by virtue ofthis
act, for any crime whatever. a ——

24th. And be it also enacted, That it shall not be lawful either to sell or to buy any Unlawfal to sell or
runaway slave; and that any person selling or buying any such slave, while absent, buy a runaway

- shall forfeit the sum. of thirty pounds._ fe slave:
_ 25th. And be it further enacted by the,authority aforesaid, That all slaves who Slaves whoafter a
shall have been in these Islands for the space of two years, and'shall run away, and residence of two
continue absent for a term not exceeding six months, shall, upon conviction before years fun aways to

- . le . " a De ge ra e punished at the
any two justices of the. peace, suffer such punishment as the said justices shall think discretion of any
proper to inflict, not extending to life or limb. . ~ 7 two justices.

. 26th.: And be it further enacted,bythe authority aforesaid, That any slave who Runaways for six
shall run away from his owner or lawful possessor, and be absent for more than six months liable to’ be-
months, being duly convicted, shall -be sentenced tobetransported for life, or shall *@msported..
suffer such other punishment, not extending to life or limb, as the court shall think
Proper to inflict. — CO - -

226. | , , -a7th, And
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27th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave who

——__——/ shall knowingly harbour or conceal any runaway slave, shall beliable to be tried

Penalty for har-
bouring runaways,

Slavesapprehending
runaways, to
receive £3. for
each,

What slaves shall
be deemed runa-
ways.

Reward to free
persons apprehend-
ing runaway
slaves.

Reward to slaves —
for taking or killing
rebel negroes.

Persons killing
slaves in the exe-
eution of this Act,
to give immediate
information thereof.

Runaways appre-
hended, to be
delivered to' their
owners or em-
ployers; or in the
cases. herein men-
tioned, to the
gaoler or work-
house keeper.

for the same, as hereinafter directed, and upon conviction, shall suffer such punish-

ment as the court shall think proper toinflict,not extending to life or limb: and

that every free person who shall commit any” such offence, may be indicted and

prosecuted for the same in the general court, and being convicted, shall suffer such

punishment, by fine and imprisonment, as the court shall think proper, according to

the magnitude of the offence; and such punishment is hereby declared to be without ~

prejudice to any action or suit, which may be brought by the party injured, for

recovery of damages for and on account of the same.

28th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every slave who

shall take up any such runaway, or inform against any person who shall harbour or

conceal such runaway slave, so that such runaway may be taken, .and restored to

his or her owner or owners, shall be entitled to such reward as any two justices of

the peace shall think reasonable and just, not exceeding three pounds, to be paid

by such person or persons as the said justices shall determine ought to pay the same.

2gth. And whereas it is dangerous to the peace and safety of these Islands, to

suffer slaves to continue out as runaways, and it is absolutely necessary to declare

what slaves shall be deemed runaways; be it therefore enacted and declared, That

every slave who shall be absent from his or her owner or employer, without leave,

for ten days together, and shall be found at the distance of eight miles from the

house, plantation, or settlement, to which he or she belongs, without a ticket or

permit to pass, (except as before excepted in going to or returning from market)

shall be. deemed a runaway.

goth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any free person

who shall appreheud any runaway slave shall be entitled to receive from the owner,

employer, overseer, ormanager of such slave, the sum of twenty shillings, and no |

more, besides mile moneyat the rate of two shillings per mile for the first five miles,

and one shilling per mile afterwards; provided such slave had absented him or herselt

ten days withoutth e privity, knowledge, or consent of the proprietor, owner or other

white person residing on the plantation or place to which such slave shall belong,

which time of absence shall be declared on the oath of such proprietor, overseer, or

other white person as aforesaid, if required by the party taking up such slave; but

it is the true intent and meaning of this act, that every person who shall apprehend

any slave that is actually run away shall be entitled to the aforesaid reward, although

such slave shall not be eight. miles from home, or although the aforesaid term of ten

days shall not have elapsed. oo

gist. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave who

shall take or kill another in actual rebellion shall receive from the churchwardens of .

the parish in which any such slave shall have been killed the sum of five pounds, and

ten pounds if taken alive, also a blue cloth coat with a ved cross on the right

shoulder; the whole expences whereof shail be reimbursed by the receiver general ©

for the time being out of any money in his hands unappropriated.

32d. And be it further enacted, That if any slave shall be killed by any person

or persons in the execution of this act, or under the authority of the same, the person

or persons by whom such slave may be killed shall, as speedily as may be, give

information thereof to some justice of the peace, who is hereby required to take his

examination, and also the evidence or information of any other person or persons-

respecting the same; and any white person or free person of colour ‘killing such

slave, who shall neglect forthwith to give the information hereby required, shall

- forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred pounds.

33d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any person or

persons apprehending any runaway slave shall convey him or her to his or her owner,

employer, or manager, if resident on the Island in which such slave shall have been .

apprehended; but if not therein resident, or if payment of the reward and other .

charges hereinbefore mentionedshallnot be made, then to the nearest gaol or work-
house, the keeper whereof is hereby authorized and required to receive such slave
into his custody, and to pay the party delivering such slave the sum of twenty shillings,
and inile money as aforesaid, and no more, under the penalty of five pounds;

provided nevertheless, that no gaoler or workhouse keeper shall pay any such sum

or sums before such person shall have taken an oath (which oath such gaoler or
Sy workhouse
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workhouse keeper shall file in his office, and produce when thereunto required hy the

owner or possessor of such slave, under the penalty of five pounds,) that the slave so

BAHAMAS,
—_ ,

apprehended was at the reputed distance of eight miles from the house, plantation, -

or settlement to which such slave belongs, (except as is before excepted,) and that

such slave had no ticket or permit in writing from his or her owner or possessor,
employer or overscer, at the time of being apprehended; and that such slave bad
been first carried to his or her owncr, employcr, or manager, (provided such owner,
employer or manager, shall be in the Island where such slave shall have been
apprehended,) and that payment of the reward and charges aforesaid was neglected .
or refused to be made. . /

34th. And, to the end thatthe owners and'proprietors of slaves so apprehended,
may obtain information from the gaol or workhouse in which they are confined, be
it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the keeper of every workhouseor
gaol shall, and they are hereby requircd, once in every month, to advertise in the
Bahama Gazette or other public newspaper, and at the most public place in the
Island on which such negro shall be apprehended, the height, names, ‘marks aud

Runaways taken
up, to be advertised
in the Baba
gazette,

size, and also the country (where the same can be ascertained) of every runaway slave
then in his custody, and the time such slave was put into his custody; and also the
name ornames of the owner or owners thereof, if known, under the penalty of ter
pounds for every neglect or omission; and for the expence of such advertisement, it
shall and may be lawful for the keeper of every gaol or.workhouse to charge the owner
or owners of each runaway slave at and after the rate of twelve shillings per month,
and no more, and to detain any such slave in custody until the same, together with
ihe charges of apprehending, and. other fees and poundage after the rate of two
shillings in the pound, shall be paid, and also one shilling for every twenty-four
hours such slave shall have been in custody, for subsistence, and sixpence per day
for medical care and extraordinary nourishment where necessary; and the gaoler,
workhouse-keeper, or supervisor, shall attest every such account upon oath.

35th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the keeper‘ofevery
workhouseor gaol within these Islands, shall provide and furnish every slave confined
in-such workhouse or gaol a sufficient quantity of good and wholesome provisions,
according to the allowance hereinbefore requiredto be given upon every plantation,
under the penalty of ten pounds for every neglect. oy

36th. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That after any runaway slave
shall have been in the custody of the provost marshal or the keeper of the workhouse or
gaol, and shall have been duly advertised as aforesaid, for the space of twelve calendar
months, ifno person shall claim such slave, and pay the fees and other monies herein
before.directed, it shall and may be lawful for the provost marshal or for the keeper
of such gaol or workhouse to sell every such slave at public outcry to the highest bidder,
and that the monies arising from such sale, shall be applied, in the first place, towards
payment of the expence of taking up, keeping, and advertising such slave, together
with all other fees and charges‘hereinbefore mentioned, and the overplus (if any}
shall be paid into the public treasury, to be applied towards the contingent
expences of this government; and all receipts and bills of sale made‘ by the provost

Slaves coufined te
be furnished with
victuals by the
keeper of the
workhouse. |

Slaves who shall
have been in
custody for twelve
months, and net
claimed, (o be suld
at pullic auction.

marshal or the keeper of any gaol or workhouse (as the case may be) are hereby.
declared to convey a good and sufficient title te the purchaser or purchasers of any
such slave, and to be a bar of the right of the former owner or owners: Provided
always, that every such sale be at the usual place of public auctions, in the town of
Nassau, between the hours of ten and twelve o’clock in the forenoon ; that thirty days’.
notice thereof be given in the Bahama Gazette or other public newspaper; and thar,
previous to every such sale, every such slave be carried betore a magistrate, who is
hereby required to examine whether such slave has been duly advertised, and whether
his or her marks and descriptions agree with the advertisement, and to certify the
same, if found accurate or sufficient. 7

37th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no gaoler or work-
house keeper shall, on any pretence whatever, employ any slave sent to his, custody
on any plantation belonging to him or in his possession, nor hire nor lend any such
slave to work forany other person or persons, under the penalty of fifty pounds for
every offence, _ :

38th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any negro or other
slave who shall be confined in any workhouse or other place of confinement, and shall
226, OS . : escape
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BAHAMAS. escape therefrom before trial, or the expiration of his or her sentence, upon being

WU——retaken and proof being made of his or her identity before any twojustices of the

peace. shall be adjudged to be sent back to confinement, and shall receive punishment —

by whipping, not exceeding fifty lashes.

Penalty on gaolers, 39th. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That if the provost

&c, suffering slaves marshal, or any of his deputies, or any constable, gaoler, or workhouse keeper, shall

to eseape from willingly or negligently suffer any slave to escape, so that such slave shall not be
confinement. retaken, such marshal, constable, gaoler, or workhouse keeper shall forfeit a sum not

exceeding twenty pounds, without prejudice to the owners action of damages.

Slaves killed in the 40th. And be it further enacted, That if any negro or other ‘slave, at any time of

public service to be invasion or appearance of an enemy, shall be killed in service of the country, the

paid for. owner shall be paid out of the public treasury the full value of such slave, to’ be
ascertained by any twojustices of the peace. - .

Penalty on any 41st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any master,
person permitting owner, guardian or attorney of any plantation or settlement, shall suffer any strange
vhorece clawety Slaves, exceeding twelve in number, to assemble together, and beat their drums or
assemble together ‘blow their horns, or shells in any place under his her or their care or management,

on his plantation. or shall not endeavour to disperse or prevent such meeting, by giving notice thereof’

to the next magistrate or commissioned officer, that a proper-force may be sent for the

purpose, every such master, owner, guardian or attorney, shall forfeit for. every such
offence the sum of fifty pounds ; provided information of such offence be given upon

oath within five days after the comunission of such offence.

All officers autho. ' 42. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all officers, civil and
Tized to allsperse military, shall be and they are hereby empowered and required to enter into any
blies of slaves. place whatever, in order to disperse any unlawful assembly of slaves, and to suppress

and prevent all riotous unlawful drumming or other noise; any law, custom, or
usage to the contrary notwithstanding. -

Slaves not to have 43d. And be itfurther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave who
fr eons eames shall hereafter be found to have concealedin his or her house, or otherwise in his or

ition in their pos- ber Hossession anvfire arms, fun owder, slugs or ball shall on conviction beforeI “ » any 5 Sunp' ’ s ? ’session, Le . . sy eee “ ys
any two justices, suffer such punishment as the said justices shall think proper to
inflict by whipping. . Ho .

Punishment of 44th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesatd, That any slave who
Staves offering. shall offer violence, by striking or otherwise, to any white person, shall be punished.

with death, transportation, or such other punishment as the court shall think proper
persons. eae : , oe pe .

. to inflict; provided such conflict or striking be not.by command of the owner of
such slave, or of his or her attorney, overseer, or other person having authority —
over such slave, or in the lawful defence of his owner’s person or goods. '

Punishment of 4sth.' And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any negro or
slaves prepar ing other slave shall mix or prepare, with intent to give, any poison or poisonous

Giving poison: drug, or shall actually give or cause to be given any such poison or poisonous drug,
although death may not ensue from the taking thereof, such slave, together with all.
and every accessary and accessaries, as-well before as after the fact, (being slaves)
being thereof duly convicted, shall suffer death, transportation for life, or such
other punishment as the court shall think proper. Le

Punishment of 46th. And whereas horned cattle, sheep, horses, mares, mules and asses, are
slaves for killing frequently stoien and killed by negro and other slaves, in so secret and. private a
cattle, &c. oe ae! : i Oe

manner, as to render conviction very difficult; Forpreventionthereof be it further
enacted, That if any negro or other slave orslaves shall fraudulently have in his, her,
or their possession, any fresh beef, mutton, or veal, or the flesh of any horse, mare,
mule or ass, in any quantity exceeding five pounds, and not exceeding twenty-

_ eight pounds weight, every such negro or other slave shall, upon conviction before
any two justices of the peace, be whipped in sach manner as such justices shall
direct, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes; and if there shall be fouad fraudulently. as

' aforesaid, in his, her, or their custody or possession, a larger quantity than twenty-
eight pounds weight of such beef or other flesh, that then every such negro or other
slave shall suffer such punishment as the justices shall think proper to direct, not.

~ extending to life or limb.. HS

: oo — 47th, And
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47th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any negro or Punishment of
other slave shall feloniously steal any horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horse, mare, slaves for stealing

gelding, mule orass, or shall kill any such horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horsé, caltle, &e.

mare, gelding, mule or ass, with intent to steal the same, or any part of the flesh

thereof, such negro‘or other slave shall suffer death, or such other punishment as the
court shall think proper to inflict.

_ 48th. And whereas several slaves have lately found means to depart from these punishment of
Islands, to the great damage of their owners, and to the evil example of other slaves, slaves for aiding —
who may thereby be induced to attempt or conspire to do the same; And whereas ‘laves.in running
there is reason to suspect that slaves have been aided and assisted in their departure (7.7.77Gettes off
by other persons, and no adequate punishments, are provided by law for such ,

_ offences; For remedy thereof, be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That
if any negro or other slave. shall run away from his or her owner or owners,
employer or employers, and go off, or conspire and attempt to go off these Islands,
in any ship, boat, canoe, or other vessel or craft whatsoever, or be aiding, abetting,
or assisting to any other slave or slaves in.deserting and going off these Islands, he,

_ she, or they, so running or going off, or conspiring and attempting to go-off, or
"aiding, assisting or abetting in such going off, being thereof convicted, shall suffer
‘transportation, or such other punishment as the court shall think proper to inflict,
not extending to life or limb. .

4gth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That ifany free’ negro, Punishment of free
Indian, or mulatto, shall be aiding, assisting and abetting any slave or slaves, in people of colour for * -

deserting and going off these islands, andshall be thereof convicted, he, she, or aiding runaways.
they shall be subject to be transported from these Islands, by the provost marshal or
his deputy; and any such person so convicted, sentenced and transported, who
shall afterwards be found at large within these Islands, shall suffer death, without
benefit of clergy..

50th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any white person Penalty on white -
who shall knowingly be aiding, assisting, or abetting any slave in deserting and Personsfor assisting
going off these Islands, shall forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds, and shall also "°°"
suffer imprisonment for any space of time not exceeding twelve months, without bail
or mainprize; and such punishment is declared to be without prejudice to any suit
or action which may be brought or had by the party injured, for recovery of damages
for and on account of the same. - . } oo re

sist. And be it further enacted -by the authority aforesaid, ‘That it shall and may Lawful to proceed
be lawful to proceed against the person or persons so aiding, assisting, or abetting ee aided
such slave or slaves in goingoff these Islands, whether the principal or principals be ga ‘csin getting off,
convicted or not; any thing in this or any other act, or any law usage or custom’ whether the prin-
to the contrary notwithstanding, = cipalbe convicted

on - or not, er th

* | . - | Act.
9d. , , . - :52d. And be it further enacted, That no negro or other slave shall, on any pre Slaves not to carry

tence, barter or carry about for sale or barter, any dry goods of any kind whatever; oyout dry coods for
and it shall and.may be lawful for any white person totake and seize all such goods, retail, 9 oo
and to deliver them tothe provost marshal or his deputy, who shall forthwith sell the
sameat public auction, and pay the net proceeds thereof unto the public treasury.

53d. And be it further enacted, That no negro or other slave shall vendorretail any Staves not to vend
spirituous liquors whatsoever; and if anyslave, without the knowledge of his or her any spirituous
owner or employer, shall sell or vend any spirituous liquors whatever, such slave, liquors.
for every such. offence. shall be publicly whipped by order of any two justices of

-, the peace; but ifit shall appear to have been done with the knowledge of his or her
owner or émployer, then and in that case such owner or employer shallforfeit the
sum of forty pounds, to berecovered in manner hereinafter directed. = sx
_ 54th. And be it hereby enacted, That every slave who shall play at dice or cards, Punishment of|
or be guilty of any other kind of gaming, shall be publicly whipped by order of any staves detected in
two justices of the peace; and any keeper of a tavern or punch house, who shall gambling.
suffer any slave or slaves to game, get drunk or tipple, in or about his or herhouse

'. shop or premises, or to remain énorabout the same after thehour ofeight of the
clock -at night, or shall atany other time sell rum or any otherspirituous liquors. to
any slave to whom he or she shall have been forbidden by the owner or employer of
such eave to sell liquor, shall suffer any such slave,. after: having been so forbidden, —

220. a / fo
af
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to loiter or remain in or about his‘or her house, shop or premises, shall forfeit the

sum of twenty pounds.

ssth. And-be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That upon complaint

‘being made to any justice of the peace, of any burglary, robbery, burning of houses,

rebellious conspiracies, compassing or imagining the death of any white person or

persons, or any other felonious offence whatsoever, committed by any slave or slaves.

and which is hereby declared or made punishable with death or transportation, such

justice shall issue his warrant for apprehending such offender or offenders, and for all

persons that can give evidence, to be brought before him, or any other justice of the

peace; and the evidence of slave against slave shall in all cases be received; and

if upon examination the charge shall appear to be well founded, the justice before

whom such examination shall be had and taken, shall commit the accused to prison,

and bind over the witnesses to appear at a certain day, not less than ten or more than

thirty days from the day on which the complaint shall have been made, at the place

where the quarter sessions are usually held, or other place of public meetings, and -

shall certify to any other justice of the peace the cause of such commitment, and

require him to associate himself with him, which the said justice is hereby required

to do under the penalty of forty pounds; and the said justices so associated shall

issue their warrant to summon seven persons, such as are liable to serve on ordinary

juries, (the master, owner, or proprietor of the slave or slaves so complained of, or

the attorney, guardian, overseer or manager of such owner or proprietor, or the

person prosecuting, his or her attorney, guardian, overseer or manager, always

excepted) personally to be and appear before the said justices, at the day and place

appointed for the trial, between the hours of eight and twelve of the clock in’ the

forenoon, when and where the said justices shall cause the accused to be brought

before them; ‘and thereupon five of the persons so summoned shall (the charge or

accusation being first reduced to writing and read) be sworn to try the matter before

them, and giveatrue verdict according to evidence; which charge or accusation

shall not be questioned for any want of form, but shall be deemed valid if sufficient

in substance: And if the said jurors shall, upon hearing the evidence, unanimously

find the said slave or slaves guilty of the offence of which he she or they stand

charged, the said justices shall give sentence of death without benefitof clergy, or

transportation for life, according to the nature of the offence ; and shall cause such

- sentence to be carried into execution at such timeand.place as they shall think

‘Time of holding
slave courts.

proper (women with child only excepted, whose execution shall be respited until a

reasonable time after delivery :) Provided always nevertheless, that the justices of the

peace, or any two or more of them resident upon any of the islands within this

government, (one of whom to be always of the quorum and custos rotulorum of the

island) shall and may hereafter hold slave courts upon the first Tuesday in January,

"April, July and October, in every year, to continue and be holden tor five days

_ successively (if necessary) and not longer; and ‘shall have full power and authority

Justices mayrespite
the execution of
any sentence,

to enquire into, hear, and determine all and all manner of felonious offences, com-

mitted by slaves, and shall open the said court by proclamation, declarmg the same

to bea slave court for such purpose ; and that the said custos rotulorum and any

one-other justice shall thereupon in like manner in all respects as two justices

associated, as herein before mentioned, are by this act authorized and empowered,

proceed to tryand deliver the workhouseor gaol within the island or parish, of all slaves

who shall bein custodyof the gaoler or workhouse keeper, charged with any of the

felonious offences herein before mentioned; and shall cause a jury to be called and

taken from the panel returned to the said court, forthwith to be sworn as they shall

appear, to try all and every such slave and slaves as shall be brought before them
charged with any of the aforesaid offences, and to give a true verdict according to
evidence, as in other cases.

56th. Provided always, That it shall and may be lawful for the justices at any
slave court or extraordinary trial, to respite the execution of any sentence by them
given, for any term not exceeding thirty days, or until the pleasure ofthe commander

~ in chief shall be known, in case proper cause shall appear to them for su domg, or |

Who shall consti-
tute a slave court.

the jury shall recommend the prisoner to mercy.

57th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That not less than two
justices and five jurors, shall constitute a court for the trial of any slave or slaves
for any crime or offence that shall subject such slave punishable with death or

: transportation;
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transportation; and that upon any such trial no peremptory challenge of any juror,
or any exception to the form of the indictment, shall be allowed.

-58th. And be it further enacted bytheauthority aforesaid, That in all cases where
the punishment of death is to be inflicted, the execution shall be performed in some
public place, and with due solemnity; and care shall be taken’ by the gaoler,
constable, or marshal, that the prisoner be free from intoxicationat the time of trial
and execution ; and the mode of such execution shall be hanging by'the neck, and
no other; and the budy shall be afterwards disposed of asthe court shall direct:

45
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Execution how.to
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Provided always, that where several slaves are capitally convicted for the- same_
offence, one only shall suffer death, ‘except in cases of niurder or rebellion.

5gth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave wilfully
giving false evidence on any trial to be hadunder this act, shall suffer the same
punishment as the person or persons on whose trial such false evidence was given
would if convicted have been liable to suffer, or such other punishment as the
justices shall award, not extending to life or limb.

Goth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That-when any slave
or slaves shall be discharged by proclamation, or shall die'in custody, the marshal,
gaoler or workhousekeeper, shall-be entitled to receive out of the public treasury all
such fees as shall be due for such slave or slaves at the time of such discharge or
death. | ,

6ist. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That a record shall be
entered up of all proceedings upon the trials of slaves for any crime that shall be
punishable with death or transportation, in a book to be kept for that purpose by the
clerk of the peace who is hereby required to attend all such trials, and to record. the
proceedings; within thirty days after such trials, under the penalty of twenty pounds—
for every such neglect; and he shall be entitled, upon producing the certificate of the
justices, to have and receive out of the public treasury the sum of three pounds for

Slaves giving false
evidence, -to suffer
such punishment as
the person accused|
would, if guilty,
be liable to suffer.

Gaol fees for
slaves who die in
custody, to be paid
by the public,

Record of proceed-
ings to be keptby
the clerk of the
peace:

His fees.

attending each trial and for entering up the record, and any other business ‘incident
‘ thereto, and no more.

62d. And be it further enacted, That the constables of the respective Islands and
districts, shall be obliged to attend every such trial or court, under the. penalty of
twenty pounds for such neglect ;. and the constable executing any sentence, shall be

- Constables to attend
slave courts ;

Their fees,

entitled to receive out of the public treasury the sum of forty shillings, upon producing ~
the certificate @f the justice as aforesaid.

63d. And be itenacted, That any person who shall be drawn and duly summoned
to serve as a juroron any trial to be had by virtue of this act, and who shall neglect
to attend, or after appearance shall depart without leave, shall forfeit the sum of six
pounds. . :

;
G4th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no trial of any slave

shall be had until after reasonable and sufficient notice of such trial shall have been
given to the owner or proprietor of such slave, or to his her or their attorney or
attorneys or other representative or representatives, where any such can conveniently
be found within the colony; any law usage or custom to the contrary notwith-
standing, ; :

65th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases where
any slave shallreceive sentence’ of death or transportation, the jury shall appraise and
value-such slave, and the justices shall certify such-valuation : Provided always, that
such valuation shall not in any case exceed sixty pounds for any one slave; and
provided also, if it shall appear that the owner or possessor of such slave had treated
hin: or her with inhumanity, and that necessity or hard usage might have driven ‘such
slave to the commission of the offence of which he or she shall have been convicted,
that then and in such case no valuation shall be made nor certificate granted, and the

. owner shall not beentitled to receive any allowance whatever for such slave from the
public. -

66th. And be it further enacted by the autho ity aforesaid, Thatin all cases where
any slave, valued as aforesaid, shall be executed or transported by virtue of this act,
suchslave shall be paid for at the“public expence; and the net money arising from the
sale of any slave sold for transportation, shall be accounted for on oath by the provost

_ marshal or his deputy, and paid over to the receiver general for the use of the public.
226. / 67th, And

Jurors who neglect
to attend, to forfeit
£.6.

Due notice of the
trial of any slave,
to be'given to the
proprietor or his
attorney.

Not more than -
£. 60 to be allowed
by the public for
any slave executed
or transported. |

Money arising from
the sales of slaves
sold for transporta-
ion, to be paid intet

the public treasury.
: - |
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67th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any negro or other

slave who shall be transported from these Islands by virtue of this act, and shall

wilfully return from transportation, shall, upon conviction, suffer death, without

benefit of clergy. . Oe

68th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That when any warrant

shall be granted by any one or more of His Majesty’s justices of the peace against

any slave who cannot be taken, the owner, attorney, possessor, guardian or overseer

ofevery such slave, shall be served with a copy ofthe said warrant, and if he she or they

do not send or produce such slave to the justice or justices to be dealt with according

to law and it shall afterwards be proved, that such owner, attorney, guardian,

possessor or overseer wilfully detained or concealed such slave, he she or they shall

forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds. .

Goth. And be it further enacted, That all such negroes, mulattos, mustees and

indians, as have been slaves, and have been or shall be made free, shall, for all

misdemeanors and offences under the degree of felony, be tried and adjudged in

manner and form hereinbefore directed for the trial of slaves, and the evidence of a

slave or slaves shall be admitted on such trials, any law usage or custom to the

contrary notwithstanding.

voth. And‘whereas misdemeanors-and offences of inferior degrees are frequently

committed by slaves, which ought to be punished in a summary manner; be it there-

fore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be lawful for any two

justices of the peace, in a summary manner, to hear and determine all crimes and

-attorneys,. or the person having the care of such slave or slaves, of the time and place

“of trial; and to order and direct such punishment to be inflicted on any such slave as

the said justices in their discretion shall think fit, not exceeding fifty lashes; and the

constable attending any such trial and executing any such sentence, shall be entitled

to have and. receive ten shillings, to be paid by the master, owner or possessor of ‘such

slave or slaves; on non-payment whereof it shall and may be lawful for the justices to

~fsgue their warrant for levying the same, together with costs and charges.

| When a workhouse
is established, ~
runaways taken up.
to be committed to
it only.
Powers vestedit’
justices and
vestries, to be. ©
executed by justices
orvestries, in ~
Tslands where there
are not both.
Mode of recovery
of forfeitures and
penalties ;

and their appli-
cation. ‘

Continuance of this -
Act.

vist. Andbe it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no runaway slave

shall.on any account becommitted to gaol by any magistrate of a parish where there °

shall be a workhouse established, but to such workhouse only.

zed. And be it enacted, That in all cases in which by this present act, or by any

“other act of the general assembly, any power or authority is vested in the justices and

vestries, such power and authority shall .be executed by the justices, or any two of

them, in Islands where there are no vestries, or by the vestrymen, orany six of them,

in Islandswhere there are no justices.

73d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all forfeitures

and penalties given by this act, of which the recovery and application have not been

otherwise directed, shall, if not exceeding twenty pounds, be recoveredin a sum-

mary manner before any two of His Majesty'sjustices of the peace, and shall be levied,

together with costs, by distress and sale of the offender’s goods and chattels, and if

exceeding twenty pounds, shall be recovered, together with costs, in the general

court of these Islands, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, wherein no

essoign, protection, wager of law, or non vult ulterius prosequi, shali be allowed or

entered; one moiety of which penalties shall be to the use: of the parish where the

offence shall have been committed, and the other moiety to the informer, or to him

her or them who shall sue for the same. .

74th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this act, and
_every clause, matter and thing therein’ contained,shallcontinue and be in force for
andduring the termof two years from the passing thereof, and from thence to the

_ end of the then next session of the general assembly, and no longer.

An

‘misdeameanors below felony, committed by any slave or slaves, giving sufficient.

‘notice to the owner or owners of such slave or slaves, or his, her or their attorney or

v
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, - , BAHAMAS.
An ACT for the more effectually to prevent the desertion of Slaves, and for

other purposes therein mentioned. =[1800.]

WHEREAS the frequent desertion of Slaves in the Island of New Providence, Preamble.
from their owners hath become inconvenient ‘and dangerous to the safety of theinha-
bitants, and the protection afforded them by the free people of colour, greatly tends to
encourage desertion; For the more effectual prevention whereof, may it please your
Majesty, that it may. be enacted, and be it enacted by his excellency William Dowdes-
well esquire, your Majesty’s governor and commander in chief, the council and
assembly of your Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the autho- Names, ages, places
rity of the same, That within one month from and after the passing of this Act, every °f freeseers
free negro, mulatto, mustee and Indian, shall repair to the office of police, and there &c. to be registered:
enrol their names, ages, and place of abode, and whether born free or otherwise, of inthe police office.
which a certificate specifying the same, shall be thereupon given under the: hands and
seals of the acting magistrates to every such free person of colour without any fee or
charge whatever ; andif any free person of colour shall neglect or refuse to enrol his Penalty on neglect
or her name, age, place of abode and birth as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful, % refusal. -
and the acting magistrates are hereby empowered and directed to issue a warrant
or warrants against every such defaulter, and himor her to bring before them or .

- either of them; and after registering the name ofany such defaulter, in manner afore-
said, to discharge him her or them, upon the payment of all legal fees upon such
arrest, for which every such defaulter is hereby declared liable.

ad. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That a fit book shall be Book to be kept at.
provided by the magistrates for the purpose of entering and recording the names,thepoliceoffice, to
ages, places ofabode and births of all such free people of colour, in which shall also *8isterHomes, "er
be entered the number of all certificates by them granted ;. which book shall be kept pe granted,
in the said office, and at all fit hours be open to the inspection of any person or
persons, upon the payment of all legal fees to the said magistrates of police upon,
search therein, and the said book is hereby declared good evidence in any court of
law in these Islands against negro, mulatto, mustee or indian, whose names shall not
be enrolled therein, in all questions where his her or their fréedom shall come in.
contest.

. 3d. And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That whenever it shall be When there are
ascertained by the magistrates aforesaid, that there are five or more runaway slaves "0%than five
in the Island ofNew Providence, it shall and may be lawful, and the acting magis- jer,inNew Provie
trates or either of them are) hereby empowered and directed, as often as the same dence, acting
shall appear to him or them necessary, by warrant to order and direct a sufficient magistrate to send
number of the aforesaid male free people of colour, between the ages of sixteen and out2 number ofoe : . ae 2 male free people ofsixty years, to turn out in search of the said runaway slaves ; and if the duty of the colour in search of
persons so summoned and employed, shall be hard upon them, and require their them..
attention for more than seven days successively, it shall and may be lawful for the said _
magistrates or any of them, and they are hereby authorized and required, by sum-
mons in like manner directed to any number of other free persons of colour, to. turn
out and succeed those first summoned, for an equalspace of time; and as often as
may be required to summon and turn out other parties of free persons of colour,
until all runaway slaves shall be apprehended and brought in, and their camps and
places ofresorts ‘effectually destroyed.

4th. Ard the better to regulate the said service, and to’ render the duty of free A list of free
persons of colour equal,The acting magistrates shall keep a correct roll or list of ‘all people of colour
the said free persons liable to be so employed, and alternately summonthem and £° {® Pe employed,
command. their attendance as aforesaid, and appoint fit and proper ‘white persons white parsons to
to command and accompany them. . be appointed to °

: - mo ‘ -cormmand them.
5th, And as an encouragement to the said free persons of colour, and the person Governor autho-

or persons commanding the same, -be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,rized to offer a
That for every runaway slave who shall be apprehended by them, over andabove all reward for appre-
sums already allowed by law, there shall be paid to them out of the public treasury bendig runaways.
of these Islands, such sum.or sums of money as to his Excellency the Governor, by
and with the advice of His Majesty's Council, shall deém adequate and proper, and
he is hereby authorized and empowered to issue his warrant or warrants upon the7

treasury for the payment thereof.- a .
226, : | no 6th. And

47
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BAHAMAS. 6th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any of the

——_—-———’ free persons of colour aforesaid, while acting in obedience-to any summons from the

Free persons of | magistrates aforesaid, shall be opposed by any runaway slaves, or find it otherwise im-
colour, opposed possible to arrest them, it shall and may be lawful for such free person of colour to

iheActmay. fire upon or wound and kill any such runaway slave or slaves; and in case of any

wound and kill indictment or process being commenced against any such person of colour for any

runaways, and in such act, he or they may plead this Act, and give the special matter in evidence.
case of being sued, . . . a

may plead this Act. 7th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every free negro,

Free persons of | mulatto, mustee or Indian, whoshall obtaina certificate as aforesaid, from the magistrates

colour to wear aforesaid, shall within one month thereafter, at their own proper cost, provide themselves

silver medals. with a silver medal of the size of a dollar, on which shall be engraved in legible charac-
ters the initial letters ofthe name of such free person of colour, with the number of his -

or hercertificate, with the word “ Free ;” which medal shall be worn atall times there-

after by such free person of colour, at his or her breast exposed to public view, in order
Penaltyfor not that they may be gencrally known and distinguished fromslaves; and in case any free
wearing them. person or persons of colour, shall at any time thereafter be found or discovered out of

his or her house or usual place of abode withoutsuch medal exposed to public view at
his or her breast, it shall and may be lawful for the said magistrates, or any other
white person or persons whatsoever, to apprehend such free person of colour, and

commit him her or them to the common gaol of Nassau, and there to be kept until

he she or they shall provide such medal, and pay all legal fees upon such
commitment. —

Penalty on free 8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any male free

persons of colour person or persons of colour, after he or they shall be duly summoned for the purposes

netturningout | aforesaid by the said magistrates, or f them, shall neglectorrefuse to twhen summoned, aforesaid by the said magistrates,orany one of them, shall neglect or refuse to turn

out and be employed as before directed, and in all respects act agrecably to the true

intention of this Act, he or they shall for every such refusal or neglect, be imprisoned

at the discretion of the said magistrates, in the common gaol of the town of Nassau,
for any time not exceeding twenty days, and be liable to pay all legal fees thereon.

List of runaways goth. And whereas, a correct list of all deserted slaves being kept in thé office of

to be kept at the police will be necessary, the better to enable the magistrates to carry this Act into ~

police office. execution; be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That:the owners, pro-
prietors or persons having the management of any slave or slaves who shall desert,
shall within fourteen days after the desertion of any such slave or slaves, repair to the
office of police, and there notify the same inwriting to the magistrates, with the
time of the desertion, the name, age, and description of any such slave or slaves;

Penalty on owners and in like manner within two days after the return or apprehending of any such
mtreporting rau slave or slaves, to notify the same; and in default thereof, to forfeit for every such
retuen, “ue Heir neglect, twenty pounds, to be recovered in any court of record in these Islands, with

fuli costs of suit, to be applied in aid of the expences of this government..

Persons sued for 10th. And be it further enacted, Thatif the magistrates aforesaid, or any other
any thingdone “person or persons employed by them, shall be sued or prosecuted for any thing done
may plead the «1M _pursuance of this Act,he or they may plead the general issue, and give the special
general issue, and matter in evidence, and be entitled to receive double costs on the event of a verdict
recover double against the plaintiff or plaintiffs. . |

Continuance of this 11th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall
Act. continue and be in force from and after the passing thereof, for and during the term

of two years, and from thence to the end of the then next session of the general
assembly. .

 

An ACT to further continue an Act, intituled, ‘“‘ An Act to bring into one
Act the several Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving themfurther protec-
tion and security; for altering the mode of trial of Slaves charged with
_capital offences; for suspending the several acts and clauses of acts therem
mentioned, and forother purposes.” [1802.]

Preamble. WHEREAS an Act, intituled, “ An Act to continue and bring into one act the
several laws relating to slaves, and for, giving them further protection and security;
for altering the mode of trial of slaves chargedwith capital offences; for suspending
the several. acts and clauses ofacts therein mentioned, and for other purposes,”

. will  
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will shortly expire; and whereas the said act has been found ‘beneficial, and it is |BAHAMAS.

expedient that the same should be further continued; May it please your Majesty, That

it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his Excellency John Halkett, esquire, your’

Majesty's governor and commander in chief, the council and assembly of your

Majesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of

the same, That the said Act, and every matter clause and thing therein contained, shall

continue and be in force from and after the passing of this act, and during the term

of seven years, and from thence to the end of the then next session of the general
assembly. ~ .

 

Ayn ACT to continue an Act for the more effectually to prevent the desertion
of Slaves, and for other purposes therein mentioned. [29 December 1802.] ©

WHEREAS an Act, made and passed in the forty-first year of your Majesty’s Preamble.
reign, intituled, “ An Act for the more effectually to prevent the desertion of slaves, :
and for other purposes therein mentioned,” will shortly expire; and whereas it is
highly necessary and expedient that the said Act, and everyclause matter and thing
therein contained, should be further continued; May ‘it therefore please your
Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his excellency John Halkett
esquire, your Majesty’s governor and commander in chief, the council and assembly—

_ of your Majesty's Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the °
authority of the same, That the said Act, and every clause matter and thing therein ‘phe aforesaid Act
contained, be further continued in full force from and after the expiration thereof, continued ten
for‘and during the term, of fen years, and until the end of the next session of the years.
general assembly. . . :

 

Aw ACT to continue’in force an Actto prohibit the purchasing, selling,
hiring or employing of certain Foreign Slaves, except as therein excepted,
and for other purposes therein mentioned. [31 December. 1803.]

WHEREAS the above recited Act will shortly expire; and whereas the provisions Preamble.
thereof have been found of general otility; May it therefore please your Majesty,
that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his excellency John Halkett esquire,
your Majesty’s.governor and commander in chief, the council and assembly of your -
Majesty's Bahama Islands, and it is hereby-enacted by the authority of the same, That Act continued for
the said Act, and every matter and clause thereof, therein contained,ishereby declared five years.
to be in full force and effect from and. after the passing ofthis Act, for and during the
term of five years, and from thence to the endof the then next session of the general

assembly. “

 

_ An ACT for fixing the mode of trying Questions relative to the Freedom
of Negroes, and other Persons of Colour, and for suspending certain Acts
therein mentioned. [14 January 1805.] .

WHEREAS many inconveniences have arisen from the mode of trying questions Preamble,
relative to the freedom of negroes and other persons of colour, as established in and
by an Act passed in the twenty-eighth year of His Majesty's reign, intituled, “¢ An
Act for: explaining and amending an Act passed in the twenty-fourth year of His
Majesty’s reign, intituled, ‘ An Act for governing negroes, mulattoes, mustees and _
Indians, and for, suspending several Acts therein-mentioned ;” May it therefore
please your Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his excellency ©
Charles Cameron, -esquire, your Majesty’s captain general and governor in chief,
the council and the assembly of your Majesty's said Islands, and it.is hereby-
enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, That the aforesaid first-mentioned Certain Acts
Act, and ail and every other Act and Acts, or clauses of Acts of the genéral suspended.
assembly, so far forth as the same do relate to the trial of questions concerning the
freedom of negroes or other persons’ ot colour, be suspended; and the same are
hereby accordingly suspended, during the continuance ofthis Att.

e a

ad. And be it enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act, afl questions Clams to freedom
relating to the freedom or slavery of negroes or other persons of colour, shall be. to befried only in
tried and determined i His Majesty’s general. court of these Islands, and.not else~ the general court.
where, anylaw usage or custom to the contrary Hotwithstanding. , .

226, ) 3d. And
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3d. And be it enacted, That in all cases in which application shall be made to the
general court, or in time of vacation to any of the judges of the general court, or
on any out Island, fo any two magistrates of the same, where there are four, and
if less than four to any one magistrate, with the assistance and concurrence: of any
three or more freeholders, for and in behalf of any negro or other person of colour,
pretending to or claiming freedom, and praying that his or her claim may be inquired
into, it shall and may be lawful for the court or judge, magistrates or mavistrate,
and frecholders aforesaid, as the case may be, to direct the person soclaiming his
her or their freedom, to state the grounds upon which he ‘she or they so claim; and _
if sufficient grounds shall appear in support of the claim or claims to freedom, then’
and in such case to appoint some fit person to be guardian of such negroorother. —
person of colour, for the purpose of prosecuting asuit, in the nature of an action
of ravishinent of ward, homine replegiando, or other fit action, to try his or her
claim to freedom; in which suit the plaintiffshall be admitted to sue in forma
pauperis; and the judgment therein given shall be binding against all ‘and ever
person and persons who shall be a party or parties to the same.

4th. And be it further enacted, That in case any claim to freedom shall arise on
an out Istand, and be supported on sufficient grounds as aforesaid, it shall and may
be lawful for the said magistrates or magistrate, with the assistance and concurrence
of three or more freeholders, to oblige the owner or person so holding the said
negro or other person of colour in bondage, either to resign all right to the person
so claiming his her or their freedom, or to enter into sufficient security for the’
sending such person or persons to the general court at Nassaufor trial, within six
weeks after such examination, a copy of the proceedings of which either the
plaintiff or defendant may demand, upon payment of a reasonable charge for the
same;. and in case of any neglect on the part of the judge, magistrates or magistrate
and freeholders, by refusing to examine and take cognizance of any such claim ta
freedom; he or they, as-the case may be, shall for every such neglect be liable to a
penalty of one hundred ‘pounds; one moiety of which shall go to his Majesty, his
heirs and successors, in aid of the support of this government, and the other moiety
to the person suing for the sane. :

5th. And be it further enacted, That any negro or other person of colour claiming
his or her freedom as aforesaid, shall forthwith be committed to the common gaol,
workhouse, or other place of safe custody, at the discretion of the court or judge,
magistrdtes or magistrate, and freeholders, as the case may be, there to remain so
long as the suit shall be pending: Provided always, that it shall and may be lawful
for the court, or for any of the judges thereof in time of vacation, or for the
magistrates or/ magistrate, and freeholders, to make an order for delivering such
negro or otberperson of colour to the custody.of his or her guardian, or of any
other indifferent person, taking security in a sufficient recognizance for the appear-|
‘ance of such negro or other person of colour, and for the payment of’ such rea-
sonable wages as the court may award in case judgment shall be given for the
defendant, and that the court or judge, magistrates or magistrate, and freeholders,
may from time to time make such further order or orders respecting the safe cus-
tody of any such negro or other person of colour, claiming his or her freedom as
aforesaid, or respecting his or‘her labour, wages, support or maintenance, as ‘may
be for the benefit of the party in whose favour judgment may eventually be given;
and that any person or persons disobeying any such order, shall and may be pro-v

ceeded against and punished as for a contempt.

6th. And be it further enacted, That in any such action as aforesaid, the plain-
tiff’s title of freedom only.shall be insisted on, and nominal damages only shall |
be awarded: Provided always, that it shall and may be lawful for any ‘negro or
other person of colour, in whose favour judgment shall have been given m any such
action, forthwith to have and maintain another suit, and recover reasonable wages
or damages, upon a quantum meruit for work, labour’ and service by him or her ,
done and performed for the defendant or defendants, for such time only as it shall
appear that the said negro or other person of colour had made known his her or
their claim or title to freedom, to such defendant or deferidants so holding them in
bondage. , :

7th. And be it further enacted, That this Act shall not extend or be construed to
extend to enable the said court to take cognizance of the claim. or claims of any
negro or other persons of colour, who shall at any time heretofore have been—

oo declared
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~ declared and adjudged a slave by any other court, lawfully constituted, aad having

competent juvisdicticn: on the subject matter. , .

8th. And be it enacted, That this Act shalk continue and be in force for and

@uring the ternt of three years from and after the passing thereof, and: from thence

- to the end of the then next session of the general assembly.

 

/ An ACT to continue an Act, passed in the forty-fifth year of His Majesty's,
. reign, intituled, “ An Act for tryingQuestions relative to the Freedom of

Negrocs and other persons. of Colour, and for suspending certain Acts
therein mentioned.” [29th February, 1808.|

WHEREAS an Act passed in the forty-fifth year of His Majesty’s reign,

intituled, “ An. Act for trying questions relative to the freedom of negroes and other
persons of colour, and for suspending certain acts therein mentioned,” is about to
expire; and whereas it is expedient that the same be further continued; May it

therefore please your Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted, by his.

excellency Charles Cameron, esquire, your Majesty’s captain general and governor
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in chief, the council and assembly of the Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted -

_ by the authority of the same, That-the above recited act, and every clause, provision,

‘matter and thing therein contained, shall be and the same are hereby continued in

force, from and after the passing of this act, fer and during the term of seven yeays,,

and tram thence to the end of the then next session of the general assembly.
|

An ACT to prevent persons on Turks Islands fromretailing, Spirituous
Liquors without’being licensed, from trafficking with Slaves, and for other —
purposes therein mentioned, and to suspend so much of anAct, intituled,
‘an Act to amend an Act made and passed in the forty-fifth year of His’
Majesty’s reign, intituled, ““ An Act to prevent persons on the Out Islands
retailing Spirituous Liquors without being licensed, from trafficking with
Slaves, and for other purposes therein mentioned,” as extends to Turks
Islands aforesaid. [31st December 1808.] i

WHEREAS the population of Turks Islands hath of late years considerably
increased, and it hath been deemed necessary that certain regulations and rulesshould’
be adopted, relative to the retailers of spirituous liquors, and that such persons
should contribute towards the support of this government; We, your Majesty’s
dutiful and loyal subjects, the assembly of the Bahama Islands, do most humbly

beseech your Majesty that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his honor.Willian

Freamble,

Vesey Munnings esquire, president and commander in chief in and overthe said
Bahama Islands, the council and assembly of the same, and. it is hereby enacted and
ordained by the anthority of the same, That from and after the expiration of three
monthsafter the passing of this Act, it shall not be lawful for any person er persons
whonisoever, on Turks Islands aforesaid, either by himself herself or themselves, or.
by any person or persons whomsoever to be employed for him her or them, or his
her or their benefit, to retail any rum, punch, ar any ‘other mixture of distilled spi-.

-rituous liquors or other liquors, without taking eut a licence for that purpose, which
licence shall be issued under the band and seal of the governor or commander in
chief for the time being, on a certificate been produced, under the hands of five resi-
dent justices of the peace, that the persan applying for such licence is duly qualified

_and fit to be trusted with such licence; and upon receiving a certificate’ from the.
deputy receiver general and treasurer of the said Islands, that the sum of ten pounds
hath been duly paid far such licence, and upon payment of the usual fees established
by law, which sum shall be remitted and paid into the public treasuryofthese Islands,
for and towards the support of the government thereof, which licence shall. be good
ind in force-for and during the term of one year fromthe date thereof, and no
onger. 7 m4

ad. Andbe it further enacted by the authority. aforesaid, That no person or
persons to whom such licence or licences as aforesaid shall be granted, shall sell- or
dispose of any ram or mixture of rum, or otber distilled spirituaus liquors, or other
liquors, before six o'clock ia the morning, or after eight o'clock in the evening, under

a penalty of five pounds for every offence.

226, | 3d. And
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“BAHAMAS. 3d. And beit farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or persons
“—~——_ whomsoever, not having a license granted in ‘manner hereinbefore directed” and in
Fersons having== force, -shall vend, sell, dispose of or deliver any rum, mixture of rum, or any other
licenses to retail distilled spirituous liquors, or other liquors byretail, onder the penalty of fifty pounds;
Selhave weir and that every such person to whom such license shall be granted, shall put his or
names marked her name in a conspicuous place over the door of his or her house or shop, with the
aver their duors. words “ licensed to retail spirituous liquors,” under the penalty of being deemedan

-ualicensed person, under this act; and punished accordingly.

Penalty on free 4th. And whereas slaves are often encouraged to steal salt, to which they have
persons purchasing access,by the keepers of dram shops and other evil disposed persons, who buy and
salt from slaves. receive the same; For remedy whereof, be it enacted, That from and after the

expiration of three months after the passing of this Act, it shall and may be lawful
to prosecute and punish any free person, buying or receiving any salt from any slave
or slaves, as for a misdemeanor, by fine or imprisonment, although the slave or person
who may have stolen the same be not convicted ; which prosecution and conviction
shall exempt such receiver from being punished as an accessary, if the principal
should afterwards be convicted. :

Persons selling 5th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any person within
liquors in less the said Turks Islands who shall sell to any person.or person, al any one time less than-4juantities than : . os eae ate ‘, . .three gallons, to be three gallons of rum, or other distilled spirituous liquors, shall be deemeda retailer
deemed retailers. within the intent,and meaningof this act.
Offences against 6th. Aad‘beiit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all offences against
this Act, how to be this act shall and may-be lawfully beard, adjudged, tried and determined by any three.
tried and deter- oy more Justices of the peace resident on the said Turks Islands where the offence

" _Shall-be cominitted; and all penalties and forfeitures imposed by this act, shall be
_lévied under and by virtue of a warrant under the hands and seals of such justices of
the peace, -and shall be to the use of our sovereign lord the King, his heirs and
successors, for.and towards the support ofthis. government.

Partof an-Act . th. Andbe it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That so much of an act, intituled,
suspended, “An Act to amend an act made and passed in the forty-fifth year of his Majesty’s.

_ reign,” intituled, ‘‘An Act to prevent persons on the out Islands retailing spirituous
liquors without being licensed, from trafficking with slaves, and for other purposes
therein mentioned,” as applies to Turks Islands aforesaid, be suspended, and the
same is hereby suspended accordingly... : -

Continuance of this’ 8th, .And.be it further.enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall con-
Act. tinue and be in force {rom and after the expiration of three months from and after

the passing of this Act, for and during the term of.two years, and from thence to the
end of.thenext session ofthe general asseunbly, and no longer.

5

 

AxACT for regulating.the Hire of Slaves, Carts, Waggons and Drays, and
_ ‘for.other purposes therein mentioned. [31st December 1808.]

Preamble. WHEREAS, it ‘is highly requisite and necessary that the ‘hire of slaves, carts,
“waggons anddrays, within the Island of New ‘Providence, sbould be duly ascer-

_ tained, and the same properly regulated and -restricted 3 may~it therefore please
Your Majesty, That it may bé enacted and'be it-enacted by his hoor William Vesey
Munningsesquire, president and«commanderinchief, ‘the couneil and assembly of‘Owners of slaves the-said Islands, that from.and. after the passing -of this Act it.shall not be lawful -—hiring the same to 1 ; satar.. a OPSON oF havin tt : a

work out, shall for any proprietor or other person or persons having the direction or management ofregister their any slave inthe Island of New Providence, to suffer or permit such slave or slaves
names in the.police to bire themselves out to work, either on board of vessels oron the shore, as porters
office, and‘bbtain gr labourers, without first registering the names of such slaves in the police office,
therefroma copper and obtaining ‘therefrom a. copper badge, with the number of such slave marked
cn the jacketeor thereon ; .which-badge is to-be worn on the jacket or treck-of the said lave, ina
frock of the slave. Conspicuous manner. 7 ,

Penalty onpersons ad. And be it further enacted, That any petson ‘or personshiringor employing,employing staves eitheronboard of vessels or on shore, any slave .or slaves not having a coppersuch badge. s ‘badge as aforesaid, shat! be liable to the’ penalty of ‘five pounds for every slave -so employed, besides double the wages of such slave. or slaves, to be paid to theowner or person having the managementof the-same, Oe .

3d. And
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ad. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the acting
magistrate shail, on application of the owner or person having the management of

anysuch slave or slaves, register the names of the same, and of their owner or
owners, in a book to be kept for that purpose, and shall furnish a copper badge to
be worn by such slave or slaves, upon payment of one dollar each..

ers,

4th. And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any person or per-
sons obtaining any such badges, shall not allow the same to be worn by any other
slave or slaves than those for whom the same has been obtained at the police office,
nor for any longer time than such slave or slaves shall be permitted to hire them-
selves out to work aforesaid ; and ‘on the death, sale or removal of such slave, shall
retura the badge into the police office, under a penalty of five pounds for each and
every offence. r oe

5th. And the better to prevent damage being done to the streets lanes and
alleys of the town of Nassau and suburbs, by heavy carriages, be it enacted, That
no person shall Jet or drive for hire any cart waggon or dray, within the limits of
the said town and suburbs, without having first obtainedalicencefor so doing from
the. commissioners of roads streets and highways for the town and district of
Nassau, for which licence shall be paid five pounds per annum for every such cart
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waggon or dray; and the money for such licences shall be paid into the hands of the
commissioners, to be applied towards keepingthe said streets lanes and alleys clean
and in repair; and in case any person within the limits aforesaidshall let or drive.
for hire any cart waggon or dray, without having obtained such licence, every such.
person shall forfeit and pay for every such offence ten pounds, to be applied as
aforesaid.

6th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every cart
waggon or dray licensed as aforesaid, shall have painted on them the name of ‘the
owner, and be numbered and registered in the police office, and no person shall
deface the said name or number under the penalty of fifty pounds ; and all slaves
driving such cart waggon or dray, shall be registered, and have a badge as aforesaid,
under a penalty of ten pounds, to be paid by the owner of every such cart or dray
for every offence. Oo mo oe

vib. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the owner of all
carts waggons and drays, shall be liable for any damage done by any such carts
waggous or drays, or by the slaves having charge thereof.

8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That if any person
driving any cart waggon or dray, in'any of the streets lanes or alleys in the said
town or suburbs, shall ride upon such cart waggon or dray, not having some other
person on foot to guide the same, every such offender, being convicted before the
acting magistrates, by the oath of one credible witness, shall forfeit and pay the sum
of twenty shillings, and if a slave, the same to be paid by his owner or employer,
and in default of such payment the offender to. be committed to the workhouse or
common gaol, and receive such punishment as the magistrates shalljudge proper, not
exceeding thirty-nine lashes, mo, c

gth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the rates ofporterage,
cartage and drayage, shall be from time to time fixed and ascertained by the commis-
sioners of roads streets and highways for the town ofNassau. _ oo,
oth. And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That all fines imposed by

- this Act, under the sum of twenty pounds, shallbe recovered in a summary way before
the magistrates of police; and ali sums above twenty pounds, by actions of debt, bill,
plaint or information, in his Majesty’s general court.

; ‘1tth. And be it further enacted by theauthorityaforesaid, That thisAct shall con-
tinue and bein foree from and after the passing thereof, for and during thetermof
ten years, and from thence until the end of the: then next session of the general
assembly, and no longer. |

226. AN.
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An ACT to continue in force an Act to prohibit the purchasing, selling, hiring
or employing of certain Foreign Slaves, except as therein excepted; and
for other purposes therein mentioned. [31st December 1808.]

WHEREAS the above recited Act will expire; and whereas it is expedient

your Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted, by his honour William .
Vesey Munnings, esquire, president and commander in chief, the council and assembly
of your Majesty's Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the
same, That the said Act, and every matter clause and thing therein contained,. shall
be and the same are hereby continued in full force, from and after the passing of this -
Act, for and during the term'of ten years, and from thence to the end ofthe then
next session of general assembly, and no longer.

 

An ACT to further continue an Act, intituled, “ An Act. to. bring into one
Act the several Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further
protection and security, for altering the mode of trial of Slaves charged
with Capital Offences, for suspending the several Acts and clauses of
Acté theréin mentioned, and for other purposes.” [3d November 1809.}

- WHEREAS an Act, intituled, “ An Act to continue andbring into one Act the
‘séveral laws relating to slaves, and for giving them further protection and security,
for altering the modeof trial of slaves charged. with capital offences, for suspending
the several Acts.and clauses ofActs therein mentioned, and for other purposes,” will
‘shortly expire; and whereas the said Act has been found beneficial, and it is expe-

_ dient that the same should be further continued; may it therefore please your Majesty,

Preamble. .
Recital of former
Acts.

‘that it may-be enacted, and be it enacted, by his honour William Vesey Munnings,
‘esquire, president and commander in chief, the ‘council and assembly of your —
said Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of the same,
That the said Act, and every matter clause and thing therein contained, shall continue
and be in force from and after the passing of this Act, for and during thé term of
seven years, and from thence to the end of the then next session of the yeneral
assembly.
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Aw ACT to increase the sum made payableby former, Laws, -on the manu-
mission of a Slave, and for their better support when manumitted. [12th
-May 1801.] .

WHEREAS by the sixth clause of an Act of the legislature ofthis Island, which
passed the twenty-seventh day of February one thousand seven hundred and thirty-
nine, intituled, “An Act for amending an Act ofthis Island, intituled, An Act for the
yoverning of negroes, and providing a proper maintenance and support for such
negroes, indians or mulattoes, as hereafter shall be manumitted or set free; .as also
for preventing certain inconveniences -frofn them arising. to the inhabitants of this
Asland ;”. it is enacted, that whoever should thereafter by deed or will, or by. any
other ways or means whatsoever, manuinit, set free or discharge from slavery, any
negro or otherslave or slaves, such person or. persons should for the better support
of such negro or slave, and to prevent their becoming burdensome to the parish in
which he she or they should live or reside, deposit or direct to be paid into the-hands
of the churchwarden for the time being of the said parish, for each negro or other
Slave so manumitted, set free or discharged from slavery, the sum of fifty pounds
current money, to be by the said churchwarden and the vestry of the said parish for

_ thetime being, improved to the best advantage; and the said vestry should direct |,
- and appoint the sum of four pounds current money for the maintenance and support.
of such person so manumitted and set free, to be annually paid to him or her; and

in
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“gn case such: person or persons should neglect or refuse to deposit, or direct such BARBADOS.
um to be paid for the purpose aforesaid, the same should by the churchwardenfor—-—~-——’
‘the time-being, immediately after such manumission..or freedom, be recovered by
action in the court of.common pleas-of the. proper precinct, or by a suit in equity
against the person or persons or his her or their representatives giving such freedom;
-and be levied on his her or their proper estate, which is thereby made chargeable
with the payment thereof; and if the said vestry should, after the payment or recovery
-of the sum before mentioned, refuse to appoimt such annual sum to the said free
person, or the same should not be annually paid to him or her, he or she should and
is thereby enabled and empowered to recover the said annuity as in case of servants
wages before any justice of the peace, who is thereby directed and required to hear
and determine the same, and to proceed thereon against the churchwarden of the
said parish for the time being inmanner aforesaid: And whereas by one other

. Act of the legislatureof this Island, which passed the twenty-second day of Ja-
nuary One thousand seven hundredand eighty-three, intituled, “An Act to amend
an Act of this Istand, intituled, An Act for amending an. Act of this Island,’
ntituled, An Act for the governing of negroes and for providing a proper
‘naintenance and supportfor such negroes, indians or mulattoes, as hereafter shall
‘be manumitted or set free; as also for preventing certain inconveniences from
them arising to the inhabitants of this Island; it is enacted, for the future-any person: .

' . who should be minded to manumit or set free any negro orslave, should actually
deposit or pay into the hands of the churchwarden ior the time being of the parish in
which such person lived or resided, the sum of fifty pounds current money, and take
a receipt or certificate of the said churchwarden for the same; and without such
payment and such receipt or certificate, the deed of manumission or instrument of
writing should be as to the purpose of manumitting such slave, void and of no effect;
and the said negro slave so intended to be manumitted, should remain and continue ©
and to all intents and purposes should be as much a slave, as if no deed of manumission .
or instrumentof writing had been made; and it is therein also further enacted, .that if
any person should thereafter by will or other writingdirect any negro or slave to ‘bé
manumitted after the death of such.person, or at any other future time, and the heir
at law, executor, or other person so directed tomanumit such slave, should,:in order
to save the said sum offifty pounds and to retain the said slave in slavery, neglect.to

_ ‘pay the sum of fifty pounds current’ money into the hands of the churchwarden of
the parish, and to manumit the said slave within three months after.the time ap- _
pointed for the manumission of the said slave, the said churchwarden might,
and he. is thereby authorized and required to sue in his own name, in the court
of the proper,precinct, or proceed by suit in equity for the said sum offiftypounds,
and as soon as he should recover and receive the same, lie should execute a deed
of manumission.in his own name, which should be effectual to manumitand set
free the said negro or slave: And whereas in corisequence of the increased price
of all the necessary. articles of life, the sum of four pounds current money of this
island, which has been hitherto allowed annually for the maintenance and support
ofpersons manumitted and set free ‘is now become insufficient for that ‘purpose,
be it therefore enacted by his excellency the right honourable Francis lord Clause 1st.
Seaforth, captain. general, governor and commander in chief of this Island,
chancellor ordinary and vice admiral of the same, the honourable the members
of his Majesty’s council, and the. general assembly of this Island, and by the =,
authority of the same, That from and after the passing of this Act, instead of fifty Everyperson manu-
pounds as prescribed by the said recited Acts, there shall be paid for-every. female mitting a slave, to
slave to be manumitted, the sum of three hundred pounds current. money, -by the ey£.300 for the

a , 1 : a 3! - umission ofa
person manumitting such female slave, into the hands of the churchwarden for the female slave, and
time being of the parish where such person shall live -or reside, for the use ofthe £.200 for male;
said parish, and the vestry.of the said parish shall direct and appoint the sum of the female slave,
eighteen pounds unto such female slave, current money, -for the maintenance and fomanumitied,to
supportof such slave ‘so:manumitted, to be annually paid ; and for every male slave annum, the male
so manumitted the sum of two hundred pounds, to be paid in like manner, and such £. 12.
male slave so manumitted as aforesaid, to receive the sum of twelve pounds current

- tnoney as-also aforesaid; and all and every the powers and authorities vested in
such churchwardens by the said recited Acts -or .either of them, for enforcing the
-payment ofthe said former sum of fifty pounds, shall be and the sameare hereby y
vested in him for enforcing the payment of the said sums of three hundredpounds
and two hundred pounds;and if the.said vestry, after the receipt of the said sums of

226. three
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Clause 2d.

The provisions of
the Act, bearing
date the 22d of
January 1783,
extended to this
Act,

Preamble.

Clause.

Any person killing
any slave without
provocation, on
conviction by the.

evidence of a white White person or persons, at a court of grand sessions, shall suffer death without
benefit of clergy: provided nevertheless, that any person so convicted of such murder

person, to suffer
death, without

benefit of clergy.

Proviso: no person
so convicted to
forfeit lands, &c.
Passed the council
originally, 12th
February 1805;
assed the assem-

bly, 9th April
1805.

Passed the council,
amended, gth
April 1805, and
also the governor.

Preamble.
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three hundred pounds and two hundred pounds by the said churchwarden, shall
refuse to appoint such annual sum of eighteen pounds or twelve pounds, to the said
free person, or the same shall not be annually paid to him or her, he or she may
and is hereby authorized and empowered to recover the same, as in Case of servants
wages, on complaint made to any justice of the peace, who 1s hereby directed and
required to hear and determine the same, and to proceed thereon against the
churchwarden for the time being of the said parish.

And beit further enacted by. the authority aforesaid, That all and every the
provisions matters and things in the said recited Act of the twenty-second day of
January one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, made and prescribed with
respect to the said former sum of fifty pounds, made payable by the said former
Acts, shall be and the same are hereby extended to the said sums of three hundred
pounds and two hundred pounds, by this present Act made payable on the future
manuinission of any slave, as fully and effectually to all intents and purposes, as if
the same were herein repeated and in express words enacted.

Read three times with the amend- Read three times and passed the
ments, and passed the Council Gencral Assembly, nemine con-
unanimously, this 12th day of tradicente, the 12th dayofMay

"y
It
of
oa
gy

May 1801. 1861.
John A. Beckles, - Sam! Moore,

D. C* of the Council. C™ of the Gen’ Assembly.

Assented to by His Excellency the Read with the amendments made
sameday. 5 by the Council, and passed by

' John A. Beckles, the Gen' Assembly, the 12th day
D. Sec’. of May 1801. -

Sam! Moore,
C™ of the Gen’ Assembly.
 

Aw ACT for the better Protection of the Slaves of this Island. [gth A pril 1805.]

WHEREAS the penalties directed by the several Acts of this Island against the
murdering of negro slaves have been found inadequate: And whereas the wilful and
malicious murder of any fellow creature, whether it be a free person or a slave,
ought to be punished with the death of the murderer; be it therefore enacted by his
excellency the right honourable Francis lord Seaforth, his Majesty’s captain
general, governor and commander in chief of this Island, chancellor’ ordinary:
and vice admiral of the same, the honourable members of his Magesty’s council,
and the general assembly of this Island, and by the authority of the same, be it
enacted, That.if any person shall hereafter wilfully, maliciously, wantonly, and
without provocation, kill and murder any slave, whether such slave be the property
of the person so killing and murdering, or of any other person, such person so
killing and murdering, being duly convicted thereof by the evidence of one of more

of a slave, shall not thereby forfeit his lands, negroes, goods or chattels, any law
to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding. ~ .

Read three times and passed the . Read three times and passed the -
Council unanimously, this12th “S General Assembly, the gth day
February 1805. S of April 1805.

Jo* Dottin Husbands, 3 J. R. Phillips,
D. Clerk of the Council. Clerk of the General Assembly.

Read three times and passed the Council unanimously with the Amendment,
this oth day of Apfil 1805. .

Jo Dottin Husbands, D. Clerk of the Council. -
 

An ACTfor the punishment of such Slaves as shall be found practising
Obeah. [4th November 1806.] | .

WHEREAS many valuable slaves have lost their lives, or have otherwise been
materially injured in their health, bythe wicked arts of certain negro and other slaves
going under the appellation of Obeah men and women, pretending to have communi-
cation with the devil and other-evil spirits, whereby the weak and superstitious are’

deluded



_. this Island, and by-the authority of the same,'That any slave or -slaves accused of
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deluded into a belief-of. their having full power to exempt them, whilst under their BARBADOS. |
protection, from any evils that might otherwise happen; in order to prevent such “——~-——~*
mischief for the future, be it enacted by the honourable John Spooner, president of Clause 1st.
his Majesty’s council and commander in chief of this Island, the honourable the Any slave con-
members of his Majesty's council and the general assembly of this Island, and Victed ofcausing

by the authority of the same, That from and after the passing ofthis, Act, any slave slave, by pretending
who by pretending to any supernatural power, or by the practice of what is called to supernatural
Obeah, shall cause the death of any other slave, shall, upon conviction thereof before Pah? m bye
two neighbouring justices and three freeholders of the vicinity, suffer death. death.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any negro or other Clause od.
slave shall mix or prepare, with an intent to give or cause to be given, any poison or Any slave convicted
poisonous drug, or, shall actually give or cause to be given any such poison or oF intending to give,
poisonous drug to any other slave in the practice of Obeah or otherwise, although poisos to slave
death may not ensue upon the taking thereof, the said slave or slaves, together with in the practice of
their accessaries (as well before as after the fact, being slaves) being duly convicted obeah, though death
thereof as aforesaid, shall suffer death, transportation for life, or such other punish- may not ensue, to
ment as the said court shall. think proper to direct. aecesaries,Ke

punishment hereRead three times and passed theRead three times and passed the | punish

Council unanimously, this 4th day General Assembly, this 4th day Passedath Now
of, November 1806, of November 1806, - : 1808. 4 ov.

Jo Dottin Husbands, | J. R. Phillips,
D. Clerk of the Council. Clerk of the General: Assembly.“

Assentedto by his‘Honour the same day. _
_ Jo! Dottin Husbands, D. Sec’.
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Aw ACT to remove doubts concerning thetrial of Slaves manumitted after
the commission of.Felonies of which they may stand accused. [14th March
1809.] He

"WHEREAS doubts have arisen whether a slave, accused of murder or any other Preamble.
‘felony, and manumitted after the commission of the act for which he is accused, is ~
amenable and subject to thelaws and statutes of this Island now in force for the trial
-of slaves charged with the commissionof the aforesaid felonies; be it therefore. Clause 1st.
enacted by the honourable John Spooner, president of his Majesty’s council and
-commander-in-chief. of this Island, chancellor ordinary and vice admiral of the same,
the honourable the members of his Majesty’s councii and the general assembly of

4

murder or. any other felony orfelonies, shall beliable to be tried as a slave, and shall felony halt
be amenable and subject ‘to all the laws and statutes of this Island now-in force for asa slave, notwith-
regulating and directing the trial of slaves; notwithstanding any attemptto elude the St4"ding any manu-
law by any: deed or deeds of manumission to the-said slave or slaves executedafter the after the ented
‘commissionof the said murder, or any other felony or felonies of which the said slave sion ofthe felony.
“or slaves shall stand charged with the commission. == -

© And.be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all deeds of manumis- Clause od.
Sion of any slave or slaves, after the commission of any murderorother felony of All manumissions
‘which the said Slave or slaves is or are accused, and previous to the trial and acquittal ofslayes accused of
of the said slave-or slaves for the said offence, or offences, are and shall be of no between the com:. effect, and shall bevoid to ali intents and purposes. a mission thereof and

a : : trial of the slaves,.

Read three times andpassed the —huall be void,
General Assembly unanimously,
_the 14th day February 1809,

.. . dames Grasett,
ActingClerk of the General Assembly.

Read three times and passed the
Council unanimously, this 14th
day of February 1809.

Jo Dottin Husbands,
D. Clerk of the Council. Jo

hn
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r.

Assented to by his honour the President, on the-i4th day of March 1809:
\ — Jot Dottin Husbands, D, Sec,

226,
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' If-such slave shall.
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Av ACT to repeal anAct, intituled, “ An Act for the security of the Subject,
to prevent the forfeiture of life and estate upon kiljing a Negro or other
Slave.” [17th July 1789.]

WHEREAS, although no instance can be adduced of any persons having claimed
-the benefit of the said Act, intituled, An Act for ‘the security of the subject, to pre-
vent the forfeiture of life and estate upon killing a negro or other slave,” and. the

0 same is generally considered as obsolete, yet it is5right to place a question of such a
nature beyond the possibility ofa doubt, we therelore, your Majesty’s most dutiful
and loyal subjects, the general assembly of these your Majesty’s Bermuda or Somers
Islandsin America, domost humbly beseech your Majesty, that it may be enacted
-and be it enacted by your Majesty’s governor, council and assembly, andit is hereby
enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, that the said Act, intituled, *‘ an
Act for the security of the subject, to prevent the forfeiture of hfe and estate upon

- killing a negro or other slave,”be repealed, and the same is hereby declared to be
repealed, and that this Act be not in force until: his Majesty's pleasure be had
thereon, and made knownin these Islands.

Preamble.

Voted and unanimously passed the Assembly, ‘this sixteenth day of July one
- thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, and ordered to be laid before the
-council for. concurrence. James TuckerSpeaker.)

Concurred to by the Council, this seventeenth day of July one thousand seven
hundred and eighty-nine. _ John Harvy (President.)

Assented to this seventeenth day of July one thousand ‘seven hundred and eighty-
nine. ‘Henry Hamilton.

 "F

. An ACT to regulate the emancipationofSlaves, and to disable Free Negroes
and persons of Colour frombeing seised of real Estate. [othAugust1 806. 1.

WHEREAS the. rapid-increase of the number of free negroes and free persons of
colour,is a great and growing evil to this community, and to prevent thesame, it is —

Preamble. deemed expedient to regulate the emancipation of slaves, we therefore, yourMa-.
Novslave under. -jesty’s most dutiful and ‘oyal subjects, the general assembly of these your Majesty’s

_ forty years of age Bermuda on Somers Islandsin America, do ost humbly beseech your Majesty, that
shall be emanci- it may be enacted, and be it enacted by your Majesty’s president and commanderin
patel, except POR chief, council and‘assembly, and it is herehy enacted and ordained -by the authority.
leave these Islands Of the same, That during the continuanceof this Act, no slave owner shall emanci-
within three . pate a slave of forty years of age or under, except upon condition of such slaves.

ee vated leaving these Islands within three months from the date.of his emancipation.
uch emancipate

slave, iffound And be it further enacted bytheauthotity aforesaid, That if the said emancipated slave
within these shall be foundwithin these Islands afterthe expiration of three months from the date

_ Islands after the©”of his emancipation (not havingleft the Island,) any magistrate, upon receiving infor-
-’ expiration af the

said term, shall be ation and being satisfied of the fact, shall commit ‘the said "emancipated slave to
committed to prison, who shall be, as soon as a proper opportunity offers, transported. by. the
prison, and = -_—public treasurer from off these Islands; always provided, in the case of an emanci-
be transportedby pated slave's not having left the Island, and being found therein after three months
surer. irom the date of his.emancipation, it shall be competent: to-him to shew to any magis-
Proviso. trate, before whom he may be called, his inability to procure a conveyancefrom these
A further allow- — Tslands,. or other sufficient cause of his continuance therein; and the said magistrate,
ne‘to oiven months upon being satisfied of the truth and sufficiency of the plea alledged, shall, under his
emancipated slave, hand and‘seal, give the said emancipated slave a farther’ allowance of.two months

' imcertaincases; from the day of the examination, for the purpose of leaving the Island; but if, at the
put df again found, expiration ofthe said period of two months, the said emancipated dave be again
mittedand trans- foundin the Island, heshall be committed to prison, in the manner before provided,
ported, as herein and shipped off by the treasureraforesaid.5
before directe And be it further enacted by the authorityaforesaid, That as often as the said-slave,
return to these or any-other slave, to be shipped offin manner hereinafter mentioned, shall return |

Islands, heshall be into these Islands,-he shallbe taken up and transported bythe public treasurer, and '
5 sold
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" gold in behalf of the public to the best advantage; and the net procceds to be remitted
to the said treasurer, after deducting his commission of ten per cent. shall be to his
Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and towards supplying the deficiency of the
{and established by an Act, intituled, An Act for raising a public revenue for the
support of the government of these his Majesty’s Islands.”

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if the slave, so eman-
cipated, shall be above the age of forty years, then the owner shall, .at the time of
the emancipation of the said slave, deposit with the public treasurer the sum of
fifty pounds current money; there to be and remain as a fund to indemnify the

_ public, or any parish in these Islands, for any charges which may be thereafter
incurred on account of emancipated slaves. ~

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the
assing of this Act, any negro or person of colour,: being or pretending to be free,

shall be liable to be called before any magistrate of these Islands; and. upon its
appearing that the requisites of this Act, in the emancipation of the said negro or
person of colour, had net been complied with, the ‘said negro or person of colour
shall be committed tq prison, for the period of one month, and forthwith adver-
tised by the said magistrate in the Bermuda Gazette, four successive weeks ; and if
atthe end of that time, he or she shall not be claimed by any person as his or

_ her slave, the said negro or person of colour shall be, in manner. hereinbefore
‘mentioned, shipped off by the treasurer aforesaid, the expenses attending the exa-.
mination, committing to prison and advertising the said negro or person of colour,
to be defrayed by the public; and if within the said period of one month, the said
negro or person of colour shall be claimed as a slave by any person, the said
‘owner. (satisfactorily proving his or her title to the said slave) shall be obliged to
discharge.all the said expenses, which shall have been incurred by the examination,
committing to prison, and advertising the: said negro or person of colour: Always
provided, that no part of this clause shall in any manner affect or extend to any
negro or person of colour, who shall, upon examination, satisfactorily. prove his
or her title to freedom before the passing of this Act. ,

And whereas it is deemedhighly injurious to this community and inconsistent
with the laws now in being, that free negroes and persons of colour should be
seised of real estate, be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from
and after the passing of this Act, no free-negro. or person of colour shall be capable
of acquiringor of being seised of any real estate whatever, cither by descent or
purchase, or by any mode of conveyance whatever, whether in trust for them, or.
any or either ofthem, or any how otherwise, but that .all houses, lands, and other

_real estate,..to which any free negro or person of colour shall, after the passing of
this Act, claim title as the owner of the fee thereof, or .as the beneficial. owner
where the fee -is in a trustee, shall be forfeited and recoverable in the‘courts of
-king’s bench and common pleas of ‘these Islands, in an action of ejectment by
the public treasurer for the time being; which action the said public treasurer is
hereby authorized and required to bring in every such case; and upon judgment
beinggivenin favour of :the said public treasurer; and execution thereof made, the
said real property so recovered shall be sold by the said treasurer, and the net
proceeds thereof, after deducting his.commission of five per cent. shall be to his
Majesty his heirs and successors, for and towards supplying the deficiency of.
the fund established by an Act, intituled, ‘ An Act. for raising a publie revenue —
-for the support ofthe government of these his- Majesty’s. Islands :” Always pro-
vided, .that this clause shall be confined to cases of real property acquired after the
-passing of this Act, and that the same do not in any manner extend to or affect the
‘real property of the present possessors, or of such free negroes or persons of colour
as shall give satisfactory proof of having legally acquired the fee of the said pro-
perty- previously to the passing of this Act: Provided also, that the claims of
creditors of any free negroes or persons of colour, be not in any manner affected or,
prejudiced by ‘this Act, or by any forfeiture to arise under it; but that whatever
remedies such creditors might by law have had before the passing thereofagainst any
real property, which may be the- subject of forfeiture under this Act, or the possessors

taken up, trans-
ported, and sold in
behalf of the
public..
Application of the
net proceeds of such
sale.

if the slave to be -
emancipated exceed
forty years of age,'
the owner shall _
pay’ £2.50 into the
public treasury.
For what uses to be
reserved. .

Tn what manne
any negro, &c.
pretending to be
free, shall be pro-
ceeded against, if it
shall appear that
the requisites of
this Act, in the
emancipation of
such negro, &e,
have not been
complied with. .

If any negro, &e.
so pretending to be -
free, shail be claiin.
ed as a slave, the
owner shall be
obliged to defray
all the expenses
which shall. have
been incurred.

Proviso.

No free negro, or
person of colour,
shall be capable of
acquiring or being
seised of any real |
estate whatever,
afier the passing of
this Act.
All such real estate
shall be forfeited
and sold.

The net proceeds of
such sales granted -
to his Maiesty.

This clause shall
not extend to any
real property legally
acquired before the
passing of this Act.

The creditors of any
free negroes, &c.
shall not be preju-
diced by any for-.
feiture to arise
under this Act.

thereof, they-shall in the fullest manner have against such real property notwith-
standing the: passing. ofthis Act.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no house land or
‘tenement shall,.from and after the passing of this Act,.be leased to any free

220, . - - negro

No. house, &c, shall
be leased to any
free negro, &c. for
a longer term than
seven years.
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negro or person of colour, for any longer term thanseven years, and that any lease

for any longer term shall be uttterly void; always provided, that no lease what-

ever shall be considered valid, unless the same shall be recorded in the secretary’s

- office within three months from the date of such lease, and the true date of such

Appropriation,

This Act shall be
in force for seven
years after his
Majesty’s assent
shall have been had’
thereto, and made
known in these
Islands.

Preamble.

recording be registered or indorsed upon such lease.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all monies arising by

virtue of this Act, whether by fine forfeiture or otherwise, not herein-before parti-

culatly appropriated, be to his Majesty his heirs and successors, for and towards
supplying the deficiency of the fund established by an Act, intituled, ‘ An Act for
raising a public revenue for the support of the government of these his Majesty’s
Islands.”

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act be and
continue in force for and during the space of seven years, from and after the time
that his‘Majesty’s assent shall be had thereto and made known in these Islands, and.
then to determine and expire.

-Passed the Assembly, this seventh day of. August one thousand eight hundred and
six, and ordered to be laid before the Legislative Council for concurrence.

By order of the House, James Tucker, .(Speaker.)

:Concurred to by. the Legislative Council, this eighth day of August one thousand
eight hundred and six. Sam! Trott, (President.)

Assented to this ninth day. of August: one. thousand eight hundred and six.
LHenry Tucker.

 

DOMINICA.

 

An ACT to revive and make perpetual an Act of this Island, intituled,
* An ‘Act for the encouragement, protection and better government of .
Slaves.” [15th March 1793.]

“WHEREAS an Act of the Legislature of this Island, intituled, “An Act for
the encouragement, protection and better government of Slaves,” ‘is expired,
and having: been found highly beneficial to the colony, it is necessary and expedient
to revive and to make perpetual the same, we your Majesty’s dutiful loyal and

- obedient subjects, the governor council and assemblyof this-your Majesty’s Island
of Dominica, humbly pray your most excellent Majesty, that it nay-be enacted and
ordained ; and be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That the saidAct, intituled “ An Act for the encouragement, protection and better
government of Slaves,” be and the same is hereby revived and made perpetual.

Passed the House of Assembly, this fifteenth day ofMarch one thousand seven
bundred and ninety-three. .

/ F. COLLINS, Clerk of the House of Assembly.

Passed the Councilin the Council Chamber, this fifteenth day of March one thou-
sandseven hundred and ninety-three. Griffin Curtis, Clerk.of the Council. —

~ Assented tothis.fifteenth day of March one thousand sevenhundred and ninety-
three, and in the thirty-third year of his Majesty’s reign.

— — 7 James ( Seal t Bruce. oo

Dominica, duly published.in thetown of Roseau, this fifteenth day of March one-
4housand seven hundred and ninety-three. James Laing, Provost Marshal.
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An ACT to revive an Act of this Island, intituled, An Act to establish a
company of rangers, for the apprehending and: suppressing of runaway
slaves, and for obliging the proprietors, renters or employers of all slaves
belonging to or employed on the several plantations and lands in this

_ Island to furnish a proportion of their slaves to be sent into the woods
after and in search of runaways; to provide officers for such company,
‘by engaging such proper white persons and people of colour as may be
disposed to be employed on the said service; and for granting encourage-
ment for the apprehending or destroying of any of the runaways; and to
empower magistrates, on the requisition of the commanding officer of the
said company of rangers, to issue their warrant to call to the assistance of

DOMINICA.
ane

the said company of rangers a certain number of slaves from the neigh- |
bouring plantations in cases of emergency, and to prevent the importation
of slaves, convicted:orknown to have been guilty of:.murder, insurrection,
or other capital offences, and to prevent the sale of ‘gunpowder, fire-arms,
or other offensive weapons to runaways.” [15th March 1793.]

WHEREAS it is found expedient and necessary to.revive an-Act of this Island,
intituled, “ An Act to establish a company of rangers for the apprehendingand
suppressing of runaway slaves, and for obliging the proprietors, renters or employers
of all slaves belonging or employed on the several’ plantations and lands in this
Island to furnish a proportion of their slaves to: be sent into the woods after and. in
search of runaways; to provide officers for such company, by engaging such proper
white persons and people of colour as may be disposed to be employed on the said
service; and for granting encouragement for the apprehending or destroying of any
runaways; and to empower magistrates, on the requisition of the commanding officer -
-of the said company of rangers, to issue their warrant to call to the assistance of the
said company ofrangers a certain number of slaves from the neighbouring plantations
in cases of emergency, and to prevent the importation of slaves convicted or known
to have been guilty of murder, insurrection, or other capital offences ; and to prevent
the sale of gunpowder, fire-arms, or other offensive weapons, to runaways ;” we,
your Majesty’s dutiful, loyal and obedient subjects, the commander in‘ chief, the
council and assembly of this your Majesty’s island of Dominica, do humbly pray
your most excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted and ordained; and be it
and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, That an
act of this Island, intituled, ““-An Act to establish a company of rangers for
the apprehending and suppressing of runaway slaves, and for obliging the proprietors,
renters or employers of all slaves: belonging to or employed on the several plantations
and lands in this island, to furnish a proportion of their slaves to be sent into the
woods after and in search of runaways; to provide officers for such company by
engaging such proper white persons and people of colour as may be disposed to be
employed in the said service, and for granting encouragement for,the apprehending
or destroying of any of the runaways, and to empower magistrates on the requisition
ofthe commanding officer of the said company of rangers, to issue their warrants to
tall to the assistance of thesaid company of rangers a certain number of slaves from
the neighbouring plantations in.cases of emergency, and to prevent the importation
of slaves convicted or known to have been guilty of murder, insurrection or other
capital offences, and to prevent the sale of gun-powder, fire arms or other offensive
weapons to runaways,” and every clause matter and thing therein contained,
be and the same is and are hereby revived. _ Simon Fraser, Speaker.

_ Passed the House of Assembly, this fifteenth day ofMarch one thousand ‘seven
hundred and ninety-three. F. Collins, Clerk to the House of Assembly,

~ Passed the Council in the Council Chamber, this. fifteenth day of March one
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, GriffinCurtis, Clerk of the Council,

Assented to this fifteenth dayofMarch one thousand seven hundred and ninety-
three, and in the 33rd yearof hisMajesty’s reign, :

Duly published in the town of Roseau, this fifteenth day of March in the year
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three. oe

_— oO James Laing, Provost Marshal.t

Preamble.
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An ACT to enable the Commanding Officer of the Corps of Rangers

employed in suppressing the runaway Slaves, to procure such Slaves for

guides as he shall think best qualified to discover the camps or places of

resort of the runaways in the woods. .

WHEREAS the owners renters or possessors of slaves qualified to serve as guides
to the rangers for discovering the camps or places of resort of the runaway slaves, may

from selfish or other motives refuse or neglect to furnish such slaves when called for by
the commanding officer of the’corps of rangers, whereby the danger to be apprehended

from the runaways, and the heavy expense of maintaining such rangers, may be con-

tinued for a much longer time than they otherwise would; in order therefore to avoid

these evils, we your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal sybjects, the governor in chief and

the council and the assembly-of the Island of Dominica, do. humbly pray your most

excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted and ordained, and be itand it is hereby

enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That from and immediately

after the publication of this Act, it shall and may be lawful for the com-

manding officer of. the corps of rangers to call, either in person or by note under

his hand, on the owner renter or possessor of any slave or slaves whom he may

think best qualified to discover any camp or place of residence of the runaway slaves,

er on the attorney or attornies, agent or agents of such owner renter or possessor,

in order to procure the attendance of suchslave or slaves to guide the rangers in the
woods, for such length of time as the commanding officer of the corps shall deem

necessary;and.for the service of such slave or slaves, the owner renter or possessor

of him or them shall be entitled to receive out of the public treasury three shillings

by the day, on the certificate or return of the commanding officer of the rangers;
and in case such slave or slaves shall be killed, maimed or lamed in the service, the

_ value of the loss thereby suffered by the owner renter or possessor, shall be made
good out of the public treasury, according to the estimation of any two. respectable
inhabitants who may be judges of the value of such slave or slaves; and the owner

‘renter or possessor of such stave or slaves as aforesaid, who shall, by himself or
herself, his her or their attorney or attornies, agent or manager, refuse or neglect
immediately to furnish to the commanding officer of the corps of rangers, such slave
or slaves sufficiently clothed, shall for every such offence forfeit the sum of fifty .
pounds, to be recovered on the oath of the commanding officer of the rangers before
‘any one justice of the peace, and to be levied by warrant from such justice to the
provost marshal, which warrant shall be executed by him in the manner and order
as executions issued out of the court of common pleas are executed by him; and
such forfeitures, when levied and received by the provost marshal, shall be paid by:

"him into the public treasury for the public uses ofthe colony, and the marshal shall
be entitled to demand and receive the like fees for levying and executing all such
warrants a8 on executions out of the court of common picas. :

| . oo W™ Pagan, Speaker.

Passed the House of Assembly, this fifth day of December one thousand seven |
hundred andninety-four. oe & Collins, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Council, this fifth day of December one thousand seven hundred and
_ ninety-four. — s. GyCurtis, Clerk of the Council.

Assented to this sixth day of December one thousand seven hundred andninety- .
four. - a Henry (Great Seal) Hamilton.”

 

-' An ACT for the more effectual apprehending of RunawaySlaves, and to’
oblige the Provost Marshal of this Island toreceive into his custody in the
Common Gaol all’ Runaway Slaves, and to advertise them in the News-
paper of the Island, and if not claimed within a limited time to oblige
-bim to sell them for the public benefit, for appointing a Committee of the”
Council and Assembly. to inspect the Common Gaol from time to time,
andfor other purposes in this Act mentioned.—{3oth April 1798.]

WHEREASat present there is no sufficient law for thepurposes in the title of
this Act mentioned, wetherefore your Majesty’s dutiful and obedient subjects
the governor and the council and assembly of the said Island of Dominica, do
humbly pray your Majesty that it may be enacted and ordained,

_ "Ast.
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ist. And be itand it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That
it shall and may be lawful from and after the publication of this Act, for any whiteperson
or persons, or for any free person or persons, and heand they is and are hereby required
and directed, to apprehend and take up in any part of this Island any slave or slaves

' who may be there found, and who may appear to such person or persons to be a runaway
or runaways, and him heorthem forthwith to conduct to thecommon gaol, and the
provost marshal as gaol-keeper shall and he is hereby required to receive into his
custody -all such runaway slave or slaves so to be brought to him, and to pay the
apprehender or apprehenders the sum of sixteen shillings and sixpence for each
such slave, besides mile money at the rate of’ one shilling per mile for the distance
which such slave may be brought, provided the said slaves shall not be owned by
any inhabitant of this Island; and the provost marshal shall, after any such slave or

_ slaves are brought and delivered to him as aforesaid, advertise him her or them‘in

DOMINICA.
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the public newspaper to be then next published, and if not claimed shall proceed to.
the sale, and sell and dispose of the said runaway slave or slaves in the manner and
form hereinafter provided for the sale and disposal of any runaway slave or slaves’
belonging to any inhabitant of this Island ;’ and if the runaway slaveor slaves to be
apprehended and committed as aforesaid shall be claimed, the ‘owner or owners
thereof,-or his her or their attorney or agent shall first be obliged to verify their
claim by. affidavit in writing before any magistrate of this Island, by proving the
property of such runaway slaveor slaves, and having so done and delivered the same
‘to the provost marshal, the said provost marshal shall, on being paid his lawful fees
and disbursements for such runaway slave or slaves as hereinafter provided, deliver
him her or them to his her or their respective owner or owners, or his her or their
lawful attorney-or agent. SO :

2d. And be it further enacted and ordained by theauthorityaforesaid, That from
and after the. publication of this Act, it shall and may be lawful for any. white per-
son, free person of colour, or slave, to apprehend or take up any: slave or slaves’
that shall be found off or from the plantation of his her or their owner renter or
employer, or out of the town or plantation wherein or whereon his’ her or their
owner renter or employer actually then is or usually reside (except slaves employed
in bringing water or other necessaries for such owner, renter or employer’s-use, or
unless attending upon some white or free person, and except.tradesmen employed on
any of the plantations of this Island, and not belonging thereto) without a permis-
sion in writing signed by such owner renter or employer, and the person or. persons

" apprehending such slave or slaves; is and are hereby directed to- conduct him her or
them in forty-eight hours, or to cause him her or them to be conducted to the
common gaol, or to the plantation, habitation, or usual place of residence ofthe
owner renter or employer of such’slave or slaves, whojshereby required to pay to
the apprehender or apprehenders of such slave or slaves the sum of eight shillings
and: threepence for each slave, if taken up within two miles of such owner renter or
employer’s plantation, habitation, or the town or plantation wherein or whereon he
or she usually resides at the time of such apprehending; and if taken up at any
greater.distance, sixteen shillings and sixpence, and one shilling fer every computed
mile such slave or slaves is or are conducted either to gaol or placeof residence of
the owner; and in case. any dispute shall arise about the mile-money, the same shall
be determined byany justice of ‘the peace; and if such owner renter or employer |shall refuse to pay such reward, any justice of the peace is hereby authorized and
required, upon complaint, and the oath or oaths of the apprehender or apprehenders
of such slave or slaves, of such refusal to pay_as aforesaid, /to issue his warrant of
distress in nature of an execution directed to any constableto levy .the same, with
the charges, on the goods and chattels of such owner renter or employer, and the
goods and chattels levied on, such constable is/hereby required to expose to sale
under the same regulations conditions and restrictions ‘as are appointed for the sale
‘of goods andchattels of defendants taken in executionby’the provost marshal of
this Island; provided always, that such sale shall be made within ten days from the
day of levy, and it shall and may be lawful tor suchconstable to deduct:as a fee for
‘his trouble,. the sum of sixteen shillings ‘and sixpence out of the proceeds of ‘such
levy andsale. Soo ae es -

3d. -And be itandit is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That
the provost marshal or his lawful deputy shall receive all runaway slave or slaves
belonging to any inhabitant of this Island to be brought to him as aforesaid, and shall

~ 226, a "confine
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confine him or them in the common gaol, and shall pay the apprehender or appre-

henders of such slave or slaves the rewards and mile-money specified in the second .

clause of this Act, and the said provost marshal shall immediately advertise such
runaway slave or slaves in the public newspaper of this Island for three successive
weeks, describing the sex, and as near as may be the.age, size, complexion, or any
other external marks-whereby he she or they may be the more readily known,
together with the country of the said slave, and his her or their nameor names
(if known)and shall also immediately, in a list to be put up on the outside of the
door of his office, insert the name or names, age, size, and external or country
marks as above expressed; and in case the provost marshal or his lawful deputy
shall fail in performing the several matters in this clausedirected, he shall forfeit
and pay the sum of five pounds for every such neglect, to the informer or persons
injured thereby, and all goal fees and other charges thereon, such penalties to be
recovered before any two justices of the peace, on due proof of such neglect, and to
be levied by their warrant of distress and sale as before directed in the second clause
of this Act ; and ifthe slave or slaves thus advertised, is or are not claimed within
three months from and: afterthe day on which he she or they were delivered into
the hands of the provost marshal or his lawful deputy, it shall and may be lawful for
the said provost marshal or his lawful deputy, and he is hereby required, to sell the
said slave or slaves at public outcry to the highest bidder or bidders, and the monies
arising from such sale, after deducting the several charges and goal fees for such slave
or slaves as hereinafter provided, shall be returned to the owner or ownersof such’

- slave or slaves ; and if such owner or owners do not appear to claim the same, then —
the provost marshal shall be at liberty to apply the same in part paymentofhis
account against the colony, rendering ‘at the same time to the clerk of the assembly a
full account of the sale charges and net proceeds, for the inspection of the committee
of public accounts on passing the account of the marshal, until the owner or owners
may appear; and if such owner or owners do not appear and claim the same within
one year after the sale, then the said application shall be final and conclusive for the
public benefit of the colony; and in case any runaway slave or slaves shall die in gaol,
the marshal’s lawful fees and disbursements for such slave or slaves shall be charged
to the public of this Island, - 4

4th. And beit and itis hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That
the provost marshal, over and above being reimbursed and paid the rewards and mile-
money, to be paid byhim as hereinbefore directed, shall be allowed and paid for
the feeding and attending each negro committed to gaol-as a runaway, the following
sum, that is to say, one shilling and sixpence for every twenty-four hours, for
receiving and discharging each runaway slave, seven shillings and sixpence and no
more, and for advertising each slave in English and French, sixteen shillings and
sixpence.

5th. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid; That a committee of thecouncil
and assembly to be from time to time appointed, to consist of two members of.
the council to be named by the president of the board, and three members of the
assembly to be named by the speaker, or a majority of such committee, or any
two members thereof, shall have it-in their power at all times hereafter to inspect
the common gaol, and to enquire into the treatment of all slaves whatever, therein
confined, and to see that their daily allowance of wholesome’ food, which shall be
equal to three-fourths of the daily allowance made by this Act, be regularly provided-
for and given to them; and ifthe goal-keeper shall on such enquiry be found not to
have done his duty in either of the aforesaid particulars, he shall be fined by the
committee, or a majority of them, in the sum of five pounds, and the provost.
marshul shall be answerable for the said fine, and be charged therewith in his account:
with the public. Chat Winston, Speaker.

Passed the House of Assembly, this twenty-eighth day of September in the year
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven. ro

\ F. Collins, Clerk of the Assembly.

Passed the Council, this twenty-seventh day ofApril one thousand seven hundréd
and ninety-eight. Geo. Boyce, Assis Clerk ofthe Assembly.

. Duly publishedin the town of Rosean, this thirtieth day of April in the year one
‘thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight. _ dames Laing, P. M.

Andrew (u.8.) Cochrane Johnstone.
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Aw ACT to make the testimony of Slaves admissible in certain cases and
under certain restrictions for a limited time, to forfeit runaway Slaves
who have been absent from the service of their masters a certain time,
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and to oblige the inhabitants of this Island having intelligence of the —
situation or motions of the runaway Slaves, to communieate the same to. .
the persons, and in the manner prescribed -by this Act, and to prevent
persons from harbouring or employing Slaves on their plantations or in
their houses without a written permission “from the owner or person
having charge of such Slaves, and for other purposés. [30th April 1798.]

WHEREAS many evil disposed persons in this Island do, notwithstanding
sundry salutary laws made for the suppression of runaway slaves, still persist in the
pernicious practice of carrying on an intercourse with the runaway slaves, and of
supplying them, not onlywith.the necessaries of life, but also with arms and ammu-
nition, whereby the said runaways are enabled to continue in a state of revolt .and
rebellion, such persons so carrying on an intercourse with and supplying the said
runaways as aforesaid, being emboldened in the said wicked practice by the
difficulty (the admission, of testimony of slaves. not being allowable in any case as
the law now stands) of convicting them of their said offences; for.remedy whereof,
we the governor in chief and the council and the assembly of the Island ‘of

‘Preamble.

Dominica do humbly pray your most excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted and-
ordained,

ist, And be it and it is ‘hereby enacted and ordainedby the authorityaforesaid, .
‘That no white person orfree person of colour, from and after the publication of*
‘this Act, shall give sell or barter any gunpowder, fire-arms or other offensive
"weapons, salt, salt provisions, clothes or other necessaries’ whatever, or hold any
intercourse or correspondence, directly or indirectly, to or with any runaway slave
or slaves knowing them to be such, under the penalty of being deemed guilty of
a high misdemeanor, and shall on conviction thereof suffer punishment by fine,
pillory, imprisonment and banishment, or any or either of them, at the discretion of
the court before whom such white or free person of colour shall be tried and con-
-victed, and such justices are hereby authorized to pronounce judgment. of the last-
mentioned punishments any or- either of them. .

2d. And be it and: it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That where any person shall be charged or accused of any of the crimes in the —
precedingclause-mentioned, it shall and may be lawful in support of such charge or
accusation, to.examine as witnesses on their corporal oaths any slave or slaves,other -
than the slave or slaves of the person accused, before anyjudge, justice of the peace,
grand jury or petty jury, in any court within the said Island having cognizance of
such offences ; provided always nevertheless, that no white person or free person, of
colour shall be convicted of any of the offences aforesaid on the testimony of any
slaves, unless two of the saidslaves at the least, clearly and consistently with.
each other, depose to the same fact, act or circumstance; and also unless the ' said
slaves are examined apart, and out of the hearmg of each other; and. provided
also, that no white person or free person of colour. shall be convicted dn the
testimony of. any slaves of any of the offences aforesaid, unless the same be prose-

{oecuted within twelve months after the commission thereof.

- grd. And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That all male slaves taken after. the first day of Septemberin the year’ one thousand
seven hundred and ninety-seven, at the expense of this colony, or otherwise, who
shall have been absent for the space of twelve months previous to the tinre' of: their
apprehension and commitment, shall be forfeited and banished from the Islandby
the sentences of the justices who may try them, to any place or places distant from
this Island at least twenty-five leagues (unless condemned according to law, on the
verdict of a jury by the-court who shall try such slave, to suffer death) and such slave -
or slaves shall be sold by the provost marshal or. his deputy, subject to their
respective sentences, within three days after the pronouncing thereof, and the money
arising from such sale, after deducting the reasonable charge thereof, and the reward
allowed by law for the apprehending such slaves, shall be paid to the owner or
owners thereof. oO og
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4th. And be it and_it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That where any slave or slaves shall be sold as aforesaid, subject to a gentence or
sentences of banishment, the person or persons purchasing the same, before ‘the
delivery thereof, shall with two sufficient sureties enter into a recognizance with his
Majesty, his heirs and successors, before any of his Majesty’s justices of the peace, in
double the value of the slave or slaves to be so purchased, cenditioned :to banish the

~ same, within seven days after the date of such recognizance; andif such slave or slaves
shall after the expiration ofthat space of time remain on this Island, such recognizance
shall be deemed forfeited, and shall be sueable and recoverable as other forfeited
recognizances to his Majesty now are or may by law be sued and recovered, and
the amount of such recognizance shall, when recovered, be paid into the public
treasury of this Island for the benefit and uses thereof.

5th. Andbeit enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and every person and,
persons shall and they are hereby enjoined, on discovering or knowing the situation
or movement of the runaways or any party thereof, to give the earliest possible
information thereof, either to some commander of a party acting against the
runaways, or to the commander in chief of this Island; and any person or persons,
who shall be credibly informed of, discover or know of the situation or movement of
the said runaways or any party thereof, and shall neglect togiveinformation thereof
as aforesaid, shall for every such offence, on conviction thereof, if a white person or.
free person of colour, forfeit the sum of one hundredpounds current money of this
Island, to be recovered in any court of record within this Island, and be paid one-half
to the person who shall sue for the same, and the other half into the colony treasury
of this Island for the public uses thereof; and if a slave, on conviction thereof byany
two or more justices of the peace, shall receive such public punishment of flogging
not exceeding thirty-nine lashes, as the said justices of the peace in their discretion
shall order and adjudge. ,

6th. And whereas it often happens that slaves absent themselves from the service.
- of their masters and mistresses upon very slight occasions, and are afterwardsemployed _-
or harboured by evil-minded white persons and free persons of colour, and sometimes
by slaves, whereby such runaways are countenanced and encouraged incontinuing
absent from their duty; for remedy whereof, be it and it is hereby enacted: and:
ordained by theauthority aforesaid, That after any slave or slaves hath or have
absentedhimself herself or themselves from his her or their owner or employer's.
service, every other slave knowing thereof, who shall entertain, employ, harbour, ©
receive or conceal, or any .way assist, comfort, afford or give sustenance to any
such runawayslave or slaves, shall upon conviction thereof before any justice of the
peace of this Island, for such offence be publicly whipped upon the: bare breech,

_with any number of stripes not exceeding thirty-nine; and if any white person or free
person. of colour shall ‘entertain, employ, harbour or receive, or any. way. assist
comfort, afford or give sustenance to any such runaway slave or slaves, such white or
free person of colour for the first offence, shall forfeit the sum of twenty-five pounds
current money, for the second offence fifty pounds, and for the third, imprisonment
for a month, and to be put in the pillory once during that time; which several. penal-
ties, on conviction of the offender or offenders before any three justices of the peace,
shall be recovered by their warrant to the provost marshal, who shall levy the same
in the manner as executions on complaints are levied, and executed out. of the court
of common pleas, and be entitled to the same fees thereon, and when recovered such
penalties shall be paid into the public treasury for the public uses of the colony; and
sucn offender or offenders shall moreover be liable to an action at the suit of the
owner renter or employer ‘of such runaway slave or slaves, for employing harbouring”
or concealing of such runaway slave or slaves, in which action the jury shall allow
to the plaintiff or plaintiffs, in case a verdict shall be found for him her or them,
at the rate of twelve shillings per diem, ‘for every day he or she shallbeproved to
‘have been runaway and absent as aforesaid, besides full costs of suit; and in all cases
of prosecutions for any of the penalties in this clause mentioned, the justices. shall
‘admit the testimony of slaves in support of the prosecution, in the same manner as
prescribed by the second clause of this Act: -provided always, that the said justices
shall not examine as witnesses against any offender or offenders, any ofhis her or
their own proper slaves; and if after the publication of this Act, any white or free
“person of colour shall employ any slave or slaves, who may not have a written per-

mission
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mission or ticket for working out from his her-or their owner, such white or free
person. shall be liable to pay twelve shillings per day, for every day he or she
-ynay employ such slave, to be recovered as aforesaid with full costs of suit. ,

7th. And for the more ready apprehending any slave or slaves runaway, be it
further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be lawful for
the owner renter or employer of any sldve or slaves, or any other person by his
directions and in his aid, haviig a warrant from a magistrate, to enter any negro
house or houses, belonging to any person or persons, and upon refusal of opening
the doors of any negro house or houses by day or bynight, to search for aay such
runaway slave or slaves, then to break them open, having first given notice to the
owner, renter, manager or overseer of the plantation, if any such thereon living and
then at home, or else to any other white person being there, otherwise to proceed

. tomake such search without notice ; and if any other person or persons whomsoever,
_ either owner, renter, manager, overseer or any other white person ofor on any planta-
tion, shall hinder, threaten, oppose or deter any person or persons giving notice as
aforesaid, from making search in his, her, their or any of their negro-houses, for any
runaway slave orslaves, such person or persons shall pay and forfeit each, for every
such offence, afine not exceeding ten‘pounds, nor under five pounds current money
of this Island, to be recovered as hereinafter directed ; and.further, if any person or
‘persons shall make search, or aid or assist in making such, search, without first
giving notice, when any white person is on the plantation, when. such search shall be
fade, according to the tenor and direction of, this Act, or shall under.colour of such
gearch, beat, abuse, wound or hurt any slave or slaves without just cause, the
offender or offenders each shall forfeit any sum not exceeding ten pounds, nor under
fivepounds, current money, besides being liable to anaction of the party: injured for—
damages, and if application before a warrant obtained, be made‘by the owner renter
ot employer of any runaway slave’ or slaves, or any other free person for him or her,
to the owner renter or manager ofany plantation in the country or house in town, to
search orcause to be searched the négro-house belonging to such plantation or house
in town, for any such runaway slave or slaves as he or she may have received infor-
tation is or dre there harboured concealed or entertained, such owner renter or
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manager of such plantation or house’in town, shall immediately make diligent search .
er cause such diligent search to be made in the negro-house and other suspected place
in the said plantationor to'the said house in town belonging, for such runaway slave
or slaves, and upon proof of the refusal to make such search, or to cause. such search
to bé made, theparty so refusing shall forfeit in manner aforesaid: provided always,
that before such forfeiture be’ incurred, the owner renter or employerofsuch runaway
slave or slaves, sliall make oath before some justice of the peace, that hé did actually
receive such information, and thatthere was probable cause to suspect that it might
be true; the fines to be incurred by virtue of this clause to be recovered, before any
two justices of the peace, by warrant of distress.

8th. Whereas it sometimes happens that slaves who have been guilty of crimes or
petty offences are harboured and concealed, so that they cannot be apprehended and -
speedily brought to justice; for remedying which inconveniences, be it enacted by
the authority aforesaid, That when any warrant or warrants shall be granted by any

_ Of thejustices of the peace inthis. Island, for the apprehending of any slave or slavés,
the person authorized to apprehend such slave or slaves, if such slave or slaves cannot
be immediately found, shalt apply to the owner renter or employer of such slaves,

- whoupon notice of such warrant being granted, shall deliver or cause to be delivered °
up such slave or slaves to the constable or person authorized to execute it, on pain of
forfeiting, in case of neglect or refusal to deliver up such slave or slaves, the sum of

_ twenty pounds for each neglect or refusal, to be recovered by the warrant of any two _
justices ofthe peace of the Island, dirécted to any constable to levy the same on his

_ her.or their goods or chattels; but if the owner renter or employer aforesaid, shal]
make oath in writing that such slave or slaves is or are runawayfrom his her‘or their
plantation or place of residence, or otherwise cannot be found after diligent search,
then the said justices are hereby directed to take the matters stated in such affidavit
into their consideration, and if satisfied that the same are a reasonable excuse, are
hereby authorized to remit the fine aforesaid or any part thereof, which fine so re-
covered, after deducting the necessary expenses of the constable who may be employed,
to arrest such slave, and also the expenses of the said warrant and the levy thereof,
shall be paid by the magistrate who shall receive the same, into the public
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treasury of this Island for the uses thereof, and the owner renter or employer shall
immediately after the return of such slave or slaves, deliver him her or them to the
magistrate who issued such warrant, to he dealtwith according to law, under the like
penalty of twenty pounds to be recovered and applied as aforesaid.

oth. And be it further enacted and ordained by the authorityaforesaid, That there
shall be printed at the public expense, one hundred and fifty copies of this Act, and
the treasurer is hereby directed to pay for the same, to be distributed’ in the usual
manner. Cha! Winston, Speaker.

Passed the House of Assembly, this twenty-seventh day of April one thousand
- seven hundred and ninety-eight. F. Collins, Clerk ofAssembly.

Passed the Council, this 27th day of April one thousand seven hundred and ninety-
eight. , . Geo. Boyce,Ass‘ Clerk of the Council.

» Duly published in the town ofRoseau, this thirtieth day of April in the year one
thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight. James Laing, (P. M.)

| Andrew (1. 8.) Cochrane Johnstone.

 

*

An ACT for thetrial and effectual punishment of such runaway Slaves as
may hereafter be taken and be known to the chiefs or leaders of camps

__ or bands of runaway Slaves in the woods.—[16th October 1800.|

_ WHEREAS there is not at present a competent law of ‘this colony for the trial
and punishment of the runaway slaves in the woods, who are chiefs of camps or leaders
of bands of runaway slaves; and whereas suchchiefs are of the most dangerous and
daring of the runaway slaves, and from the protection afforded to them by runaways ©
theevil is alarming and of late hath greatly increased, therefore in order to provide a
remedy and in some measure to secure the peace and safety of the colony, and to
deter as much as possible slaves from resorting to runaway chiefs in the woods, we
your Majesty’s loyal and obedient subjects the governor in chief and the council
and the assembly of this Island of Dominica, do enact and ordain, and be
it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That immedi-
ately after the publication of this Act, all runaway slaves, taken by any armedparty.
employed after runaways, or in any other manner, who may be known to be chiefs:
-of camps or leaders of bands of runaway slaves in the woods, shall he deemed
and taken to be traitors and rebels, and being thereof convicted upon the verdict of a’
jury, according to the law of this Island for the trial of slaves charged with. capital
offences, shall suffer death as traitors and rebels, and undergo by the judgment or. -
sentence of the court before whom he or they may be tried, all thepainsand penalties
which by the laws of England are usually inflicted on rebels and traitors, and after
execution, in pursuance of such judgment or sentence, the body or bodies of the
criminals shall be at the disposal of the governor or commander in chief of this Island
for the time being. - Cha Winston, Speaker.

_ Passed the House of Assembly, this fourteenth day of October one thousand and.
eight hundred. F’, Collins, Clerk. of the ‘Assembly..

Passed the Council Chamber, this fourteenth day of October one thousand eight
hundred. | Jn? Chat Constable; Act. Clerk of the Council.

Assented to this fifteenth day of October one thousand eight hundred.
Andrew (1. 3.) Cochrane Johnstone.

Duly published in the town-of Roseau, this sixteenth day of October one thou- |
sand eight hundred, oo John Lucas, P. M.

AN
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An ACT for the banishing of sundry runaway Slaves, now in confinement,
and also for the banishment of such runaways of certain descriptions, as
shall hereafter be taken or surrender themselves; and for other purposes.
[29th December 1800.]

WHEREAS, in consequence of the late operation against the runaway slaves,

‘who were assembled in the woods of this Island, sundry of them have been taken
and others have been compelled to surrender,.and they are now confinedin‘the com-

mon gaol, and some of them have become forfeited to this colony under several Acts

of the legislature thereof: and whereas it is expedient to remove the said slaves

from this colony, as well to preserve the tranquility thereof from being again

- DOMINICA.
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disturbed by them, as by their example to prevent and deter other slaves from the -

’ commission of the like offences; be it therefore enacted by the governor, council

~ and assembly of this Island, :

ist. And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That the provost marshal of this Island shall with all convenient expedition proceed

to sell by public auction to the highest bidder, after notifying such sale by advertise-

"ment in the usual manner, all runaway slaves in his custody, who are or have been

or shall be declared and adjudged in a due course of law to be forfeited to the.

‘colony, on the condition following, that is to say, that the purchasers thereof shall

remove the same from this colony, and the said slaves when sold shall remain in gaol

at the expense of the purchasers thereof, till they shall find convenient opportunities
for sending the same off from this Island; and if such slave or slaves shall not be

- sent off accordingly, within. forty-eight hours after delivery for that purpose, or shall
ever be brought back, or shall return to this colony, the same shall be forfeited to

the colony, and shall again be sold in manner aforesaid for the benefit thereof.

ad. And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all slaves -
who have been runaways in camps in the woods of this Island, or who have been
runaways and absent from the service of their master above six months, as well

those now in confinement as those who have been runaways and have returned fo

their owners renters or employers within three months last past, but have not been
examined or tried by three justices as directed by law, or shall hereafter be. taken,

or shall surrender (except those who are or shall be forfeited to the colony as afore-

said) shall, after examination by three or more magistrates, and payment of gaol

fees, be delivered to their respective masters renters or employers, on the condition
of their sending off and removing from this Island all and every such slaves within
two months from the time when such slave or slaves shall have been so delivered
up, on penalty of forfeiture for the benefit of the colony, of every such. slave not so

banished and sent off the Island, which slaves so not sent off shall thereupon be
able to be taken up by. the warrant of any magistrate and delivered to. the ‘pro-
vost marshal, to be sold by him onthe conditions enacted by the first clause of this,
Act, and the owner renter or employer of any slave or slaves so ordered to be
banished, shall moreover forfeit to the colony the sum of twenty pounds currency, to

be recovered and levied on his her or their goods and chattels by the provost marshal,
under the warrant of any three justices of the peace of this Island; provided that
so much of this Act as requires the sending off from this Island runaway slaves,
shall not.extend to slaves under the age of twelve years: And whereas Pharcelle, a
negro man,: formerly a notorious runaway chief in ‘the woods, and for whose
apprehension rewards were offered by several laws of this Island, did'some years

. ago surrender upon terms of serving constantly against the runaways, whenever

_ required so to do by the governor of commander in chief of this Island, on which -
condition he was to be deemed a free person: And whereas the said Pharcelle,
in consequence thereof enjoyed his freedom, but on the late expedition against the
‘runaway slaves, being called ‘upon by his excellency the governor to serve as a

‘ guide to one of the parties of his Majesty’s black troops employed on that service,
he so misbehaved whilst on service that his excellency, upon proof thereof by
affidavit in writing, made by the officer commanding the party, thought proper to
commit the said Pharcelle ‘to the common gaol, and by message to both houses

226, : Oo hath
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hath recommended that he should be sent of the Island as a dangerous person :
And whereas it hath been proved to the satisfaction of the house, that he the said
Phareelle hath also misbehaved, in receiving and harbouring runaway slaves since
the enjoyment of Ls freedom:

3d. Ee it therefore and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That bis excelleney the governor may, and he is hereby authorized and empowered
to send cf the seid Phareelle from this Island at the gublic expense, in such inanner
as his exceilency may think proper; and if the said Pharcelle shail at any time after-
wards return to this Island, he shall be taken up end deemed as a runaway slave,
and be treated accordingly:

And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained. by the authority aforesaid, That
this Act shall be printed at the expense of the public, to the extent of one hundred
and fifty copies, for the use of the members of the council and assembly, and the
justices of the peace of this Island.

Cha’ IVizston (Speaker.)
Passed the House ofAssembly, this eighteenth day of December one thousand eight

hundred. EF. Collins, Clerk of the Assembly,
Passed the Council Chamber, this eightcenth day of December one thousand eight

hundred. - Jn? Cha‘ Constable, Clerk of the Council.
Assented to thisnineteenth day of December in the year one thousand eight hundred.

oe Andrew (Great Seal.) Cochrane.Johnstone.
Duly published in the town of Roscau, this nineteenth day of December one thou-

sand eight hundred. John Lucas, P.M,

 

An ACT-to regulate the manumitting of Slaves in this Island, to impose a
tax upon manuinissions, and to impose a tax upon all free andmanumitted persous coming to this Island. [16th June 1810.| :

_ WHEREAS the Act of this Island, intituled, “ An Act to impose a further taxon the manumission of slaves in this Island, andfor other purposes,” has been-foundinadequate to the purposes for which it was passed, and the provisions thereof havebeen evaded, to the great detriment of the revenue of this Island, wé therefore yourMajesty's dutiful and loyal subjects the Heutenant-governor, council and assemblyofthis your Majesty's Island of Dominica, humble pray your most excellent Majestythat-it may be enacted and ordained ;

Clause 1st. And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That onthe manumitting of all slaves born in this Island, or originally imported into this
sland from the coast of Africa, or who shall have been imported into the sameunder the age of ten years, there shall be paid into the public treasury of this Island,thesum of sixteen pounds ten shillings current money, and the treasurer, on paymentthereof, shall sign-a receipt at the foot of the instrument manumitting the same; andon the manumission of all other slaves not born in this Island, or not imported asabove mentioned, there shall be paid the sum of thirty-three pounds in the manner.and form above prescribed.

Clayse 2d. ‘And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That_ without such treasurer’s receipt for the payment of the tax hereby imposed, the register‘shall not receive any such manumission to be recorded, nor shall such manumissionbe deemed good or effectual to manumit any slave or slaves: And in order toascertain such slaves as may be born in this Island, or originally imported into thesame, or who may have been imported under the aye of ten years,
, Glause 3d. Be it and it is hereby enacted ‘by the authority aforesaid, That there.shall be annexed to the said Manumission the following affidavit; “I, 4. B. make“oath, that the slave or slaves mentioned to be manumitted by me, is or are a native“of this Island, or originally ‘imported into this Island from the coast of Africa, or** wasor were imported into the same under the age of ten years, asthe case may be;”.

, which
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which oath any of the justices of the court of common pleas of the said Island, the
register OF the deputy register, are hereby authorized and empowered to administer,

and for administering the same they shall be entitled to reccive from the party
makingsuch afidavit, the sum of six shillings current money of the said Island.

Clause 4th. And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
no person of colour coming from another Island or colony to this Island, shall be
entitled to the privileges of free or manumitted persons, until the person so coming

~ ghall pay a tax of thirty-three shillings into the public treasury of this Island (for
which the treasurer shall givea receipt) and shall record his or her manumission, or
an authenticated copy thereof, certified under the hand of the secretary of the
Island where such manumission shall have been recorded : provided always, that any
person who shall have been born free and shall come to this Island, shall lodge, te
be recorded in this Island, a certificate under the hand andseal of the governor or
commander in chief, or chief magistrate of the Island or colony where such - person
er persons shall have been born, or where such person shall have last resided,”

DOMINICA.
we

purporting that such person is free, and in default thereof, if such person or persons’
shall produce two or more credible witnesses before one of the justices of the court
of common pleas of the said Island, or the register or his deputy, who:shall make
oath that they have known the said person for the period of five years, and that during |
that period he or she has passed as a free person, or that the said person was born
free, and the place of his or her nativity; then all such persons paying a tax of thirty-
three shillings into the public treasury of this Island, shall be entitled to the rights
and privileges of free persons of colour, as enjoyed by them in this Island.

Clause 5th. And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
when any slave or slaves shall be manumitted, or directed to be manuniitted by any

~ Jast will or testament in writing, duly executed, such slave or slaves shall not be
‘deemed free or entitled to the privileges of free persons, until he she or they shall
have been duly manumitted by the person or persons charged with the cxecution of
such last will and testament, and the tax paid in manner and form herein-before
directed; but the person or persons charged with the execution of the said last will
or testament, shall be obliged to swear only to the best of his knowledge and belief,
as tothe matters in the third clause of tnis Act required to be verified.

Clause 6th. And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
the Act, intituled, “ An Act to impose a further tax on the manumission of slaves
in this Island, and for other purposes,” shall be and the same is hereby repealed.

. . Jit H? Hobson, Speaker...

Passed the House of Assembly, this thirteenth day of May one thousand eight
hundred and ten. Edw! H. Beech, Ci. ofthe Assembly.

Passed the Council, this sixth day of June one thousand eight hundred and ten.
di. G. Armatrading, Act® Clerk of the Council.

Assented to, this fifteenth day of June one thousand eight hundred and ten.
Lidward (Great Seal.) Barnes.

Doly published in the Town of Roseau, this fifteenth day of June one thousand _
JamesLaing, P.M.

Recorded the 16th day of June one thousand eight hundred and ten.
(A true Copy.) Dan! Constable, “Act® Regi

eight hundred and ten. |

 

| | | . —

Ax ACT for ascertaining the number of White Persons, free persons of Colour,
and Slaves, in this Island. [19th February 1811...

WHEREAS it is highly necessary and expedient that the number of white per-
sons, free ‘persons of colour, and slaves in this Island should. be known; we there-
fore, your Majesty’s loyal and obedient subjects, ‘the commander in chief, the
council and ussembly of this Island of Dominica, do humbly pray. your most
excellent Majesty, That it may be enacted; and be it and it is hereby enacted by
the authority aforesaid, That the town-wardens for the town of Roseau, and
the way-wardens for the respective parishes and districts, are hereby appvinted

226. . commissioners
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commissioners for the said town and their respective parishes and districts, for per-
V—~_—— forming the duties hereinafter directed and required of them.

Clause ad.

Clause 3.

Clause 4th.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said commissioners are hereby
empowered and required to issue their warrant in their respective districts, within
thirty days after the publication of this Act, and on the second Tuesday in the month
of January in every succeeding year, under the penalty of fifty pounds, to be reco- _
vered in manner hereinafter mentioned, directed to any constable, or white person
or free person of colour resident within their said districts, in the following
form ; viz. “ Dominica. By commissioners appointed for ascertaining the number of

white persons, free persons of colour and slaves in this Island, To
“ you are hereby required and commanded
“ immediately on the receipt hereof, to summon all and every the inhabitants in the
“ of to appear before us at .
“* in the day of - in the year of our Lord one
* thousand eight hundred and then and there to deliver in on oath,
“and in writing, a correct list of his her or their families and slaves, both old and
“ young, with their names; ‘as also a separate list of the runaway slaves, specifying
“ their names, ages, sexes, and the time they may have been absent. Given under
“ our hands and seals this _ day of
“ in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
and any constable or other white person or free person of colour, who shall execute
such warrant, shall be entitled to receive the same for, and shall be paid in the same
manner as constables are directed to be paid for summoning the inhabitants under .
the Way Warden Act of this Island, and if they shall neglect or refuse to perform the °
duty above enjoined by this Act, they shall be subject and liable to the same penal-
ties and forfeitures to which constables are liable for neglecting the duties enjoined
them by any other Act of this Island.

‘And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case the commis-
sioners shall deem it necessary for the more effectually executing the duties
hereby prescribed to them, they are further authorized and required to summon
all managers, overseers and others, to whom the truth may be known, to attend
at such time and place as the commissioners may appoint, to be examined on
oath regarding the numberof slaves belonging to any individual or attached to any -
estate, or any other matter relative to the duties prescribed to the said commissioners,
and the persons so summoned shall be liable to attend the said commissioners, under
the penalty of five pounds, to be levied by a warrant under the hands of the said
commissioners, as other penalties are directed to be levied under this Act.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any white person or free
person of colour, or any attorney, manager, superintendent, or other person having ©
charge or direction of any slave or slaves, who shall neglect or refuse, after having been
duly summoned as aforesaid, and proof thereofhaving been made on oath by the person
serving the warrant, to appear before the said commissioners, or someor one of them,
at the place and time by them appointed, and then and there to deliver in on oath and in
writing(which oath the said commissioners, or any of them, are hereby authorized and
required to administer) a full and correct account of all of his her or.their families,
servants and slaves, and all slaves under their direction, management or superin-
tendence, with the names of all such families servants and slaves, and also a separate
list of the runaway slaves, specifying their names, ages, sexes, and the time they may
have been absent; such white person or free personofcolour, or such attorney, ma-
nager or superintendent shall be fined in the sum of fifty pounds, to be immediately
levied in the manner hereinafter directed; and in case such white person, free person
ofcolour, attorney, manager or superintendent, shall continue to neglect or refuse to -
deliver in such account of his her or their families and slaves, and those under. their
directions or management, and also a separate list of the runaway slaves asaforesaid,
the commissioners shall cause them to be again summoned as hereinbefore directed, »
and shall again levy the said penalty, and-so on, until the person so neglecting or
refusing, shall have delivered to the commissioners, or some or one ofthem, the
account and list herein directed; and such penalty may be levied either on the proper
goodsorchattels of the person neglecting or refusing, or on any slaves under his her
or their direction, management or superintendence, which shall not have been returned
to thesaid commissioners. ~

Clause
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And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners, in DOMINICa.

taking the said account and list, in making their return, shall make use of the “-—~——~

' following form, Number of White Persons, free persons of Cclour, and Slaves in Clause 5th.
the © of taken in conformity to the Act

for ascertaining the number of white persons, free persons of colour, aud slaves in.
this Island.

 

 

 

Names of Proprietors. | _ White Persons, Free Persons of Colour. | Slaves. Runaway Slaves,
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And whereas many persons have heretofore made returns of the families and Preamble

slaves to the commissioners, for other parishes and districts than those in which such
slaves are generally employed, be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all Clause 6th.
persons shall deliver unto the said commissioners for the district or parish in which .
such slave or slaves are generally employed, such complete lists of his her or. their
families and slaves as are herein directed, and in no other parish or district, under
the same penalty as if he she or they had not delivered in any such list or return.

«

And whereas, from many persons having lands and negroes in different parishes, Preamble.
they make separate returns of their families and slaves in these different parishes,
whereby they are enabled to evade the provisions of the militia act, which orders
that all persons shail enrol themselves and do duty in the regitnent or company of
the parish in which they gtnerally reside; be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, Ciunse th
That the commissioners appointed under this Act are hereby directed and required to oo
tender to every white man and free man of colour the following oath: “ I, 4. B. do
“ make oath, that my residence, and that of [all ov, such part, as the-case may be]
“ the male part of my family named in my return thereof, is in the parish of
“ _ So help me God.” And the commissioners for each parish
or district are hereby desired and required, within thirty days after taking such cath,
to return to tie officer commanding the militia in such parish or district the nanies
of all white men and free men of colour, who, shall have sworn to their general |
residence in the parish or district for which such commissioners act; and such return
shall. be sufficient authority to the officer commanding the militia in such parish or
district: to compel the enrolment and attendance to militia duty in that parish or
district, of such white man or free person of colour, according to the provisions of
the militia act.. . ‘

And whereas many negroes and peopleof colour claim to befree, who either Preamble.
have not been manumitted or have not complied with the. law ‘of this Island
imposing a tax on manumissions, and ordering the same to-be recorded, whereby

226. . — the
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the colony is not only deprived of the taxes thereby payable, but such persons, from
sometimes passing for slaves and at other times as free persons, bear no part of the
public burden or do any duty as militiamen; be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That the commissioners are hereby authorized and required to call upon all negroes

and people of colour claiming to be free in consequence of manumissions, to produce
to the commissioners their manumissions; and the said cominissioners shall return to

_the treasurer the names of all negroes and people of colour within their respective
districts claiming to have been manumitted, whose manumissions shall not have been
recorded according to the laws of this Island, as also of all such negroes and people
of colour who shall neglect.to produce their manumissions to the commissioners as
aforesaid.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That the commissioners are hereby
authorized and empowered to levy the penalties imposed by the third and fourth
clauses of this Act, by issuing their warrant and warrants under their hands and seals,
directed to the provost marshal, in the nature of an execution out of the court
of common pleas, which warrant and warrants the said provost marshal shall and
he is herebydirected ‘and required to execute in due manner, and to pay the said fine
and fines immediately into the public treasury for the public uses of the colony.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners: shall
annex to the returns to be made by them to the treasurer, a certificate that they
have actually sworn the white persons and free persons of colour named in their
return, to the truth of the account given in by them, and the treasurer is further
required not to receive any return unless it beaccompanied by such certificate.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, Thatin case any of the commissioners
named in this Act, shall neglect or refuse to execute the same by making such return
to the treasurer, or levying the penalties hereinbefore directed, within thirty days
from the publication of this Act, and within thirty days after the days prescribed by
the second clause of this Act, for the taking of the census, the treasurer is hereby
directed and required to return the names of such commissioners to the chief or any
assistant justice of the court of common pleas, who is hereby directed to issue his
warrant to the marshal to levy the sum of fifty pounds on such commissioner or.
commissioners; and in case they shall continue to neglect giving ‘in the return as
above directed for other thirty days, the treasurer is hereby required to proceed to
have the same penalty levied as above; and so on at the expiration of every thirty
days succeeding, until the return begiven in.

Andbeit enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners for the parish
of Saint Andrew, East Division, shall include in their returns for that parish, the list of
white persons, free persons of colour, and slaves, residing on or being attached to the
plantation known by the name of Parma Place, situate on the north boundary of
the parish of Saint David, and alsoa separate list of the runaway slaves, specifying
their names, ages, sexes, and the time they may have been ‘absent from the said

. plantation, and proceed in.all matters relating thereto, in the same manner and form

Clause 13th,

required of the commissioners for their respective parishes; and the said plantation
shail not be included in the returns of the commissioners fer Saint David, who shall in
nowise interfere in the return for that plantation, but confine themselves in making
out their census to the plantation situated to the southward thereof. ,

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That two hundred copies of this Act
shall be printed with all speed and distributed among the commissioners by the
treasurer, who is hereby authorized to agree for, and pay for the printing of the same
out of the public treasury.

John Gordon, (Speaker.)

Passed the House of Assembly, this thirteenth day of February one thousand
eight hundred and eleven. Edw? H. Beech, Clk. ofAssembly. —

Passed the Council, this fourteenth day of February one thousand eight hundred
and eleven. Dan! Constable, Act? Clk. of the Council.

Assented to this nineteenth day of February one thousand eight hundred and
eleven, © , Edward (Great Seal.) Barnes...”

Duly published in the town of Roseau, this nineteenth day of February one
thousand eight hundred ‘and eleven. James Laing, P.M.G.

(A true Copy.) E. L, Armatrading, Act® Reg’,
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GRENADA.

An ACT for obliging the owners of canoes, boats, and pettyaugers, to take
out a license, and give security that the same shall not be the means of
enabling Slaves to make their escape, or to be carried off ortransported from
this Colony; and for authorizing and enabling the commander in chief to
hire two small vessels to cruize round the coast, for the purpose of inspecting
and seizing all such vessels as appear to be employed in carrying off
Slaves, or under suspicious circumstances ofsuchintentions. [24 October
1789.] .

4 HEREAS information hath been received, and there is reason to believe
that a certain Proclamation, under the authority of the King of Spain, hath

been lately published in the neighbouring Island of Trinidada, whereby the Slaves
of this and the other English and French colonies are invited to run away, and are
promised protection, and the enjoyment of civil liberty in the said Island of
-Trinidada and other colonies under the dominion of Spain: And whereas from the
proximity of the said settlements, and their situation to leeward of this colony, the
Slaves, without any very great hazard, might embark and proceed to the said
Island of Trinidada and other Spanish settlements on the main land and the
Margarittas, in any small boat or canoe: And whereas. one or more small
vessels properly. manned and .fitted out for the purpose, and kept continually:
cruizing round the coasts of this colony for inspecting, examining, and, if neces-
sary, seizing all suspicious vessels hovering about the coasts, or anchoring in
the bays and harbours of this government, would materially contribute to the
seeurity of the Slaves and preservation of such property, until the Court of
Great Britain shall have an opportunity of procuring a repeal, or otherwise effec-
tually counteracting the dangerous consequences to this colony of such Proclama-.
tions; BE it therefore enacted by his excellency Edward Mathew, esquire, captain’
general and governor in chief of these His Majesty’s Islands of Grenada, and such
of the Grenadines as lie to the southward of the Island of Carriacou, including
that Island, the honourable the members of His Majesty’s Council for the said
Islands, and the representatives of the people of the same’; ‘and it is hereby enacted
by the authority of the same, that no person or persons, after the first day of
November next, shall hold, possess, or keep within this Island, or any ofthe Islands
thereon dependent, any canoe, boat, or pettyauger, whether the same be navigated
with a sail or_sails, or with oars or paddles, without a license for that purpose first
had and obtained from and under the hand and seal of some one or more of His
Majesty’s justices of the peace for this colony, under the penalty of one hundred”
pounds current money of this Island, to be recovered in His Majesty's court of
Common’Pleas, by action of debt, bill, plaint or information, one halfto be paid to the
informer or informers, and the other half to His Majesty, for the uses of the colony ;
which said license all andevery the said justices are hereby authorized and directed;.
on application, to give and grant, without fee or reward, upon all and every per-_
son or persons so holding, possessing, or keeping a boat, canoe, or pettyauger, and
applymg for such license, entering into one or more recognizance or recognizances
in common and proper form, with two or moresufficient securities, who shall be
freeholders of sufficient substance in this colony, in the following penalties; that is
to say, for every canoe, boat, or pettyauger of fourteen feet keel in length, in the

- sum of one hundred and: twenty pounds; every canoe, boat; or pettyauger of
seventeen feet keel in length, in the sum of two hundred pounds; every canoe,
boat, or pettyauger of twenty feet keel in length, in the, sum ofthree hundred
pounds ; every. canoe, boat, or pettyauger of twenty-three feet keel in length, in”
the'sum of four hundred pounds ; every canoe, boat, or pettyauger oftwenty-seven
feet keel in length, in the sum of five hundred pounds; and every canoe, boat, or
pettyaugerofthirty-feet keel in length, or upwards, in. the sum of one thousand
pounds; conditioned to be void if the said canoe, boat, or pettyauger shall not be
the means of enabling any slave or slaves belonging to this colony to make their
escape, or to run away, or to be otherwise carried off or transported from the

same; or if he shall indemnify and pay, or cause to be paid to the owner or
226. . : owners

[
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GRENADA. owners of such slave or slaves, for each slave so run away or making his or her
——_,-——’ or their escape, or being so carried off or transported from the said colony, the

sum of one hundred and twenty pounds current money of Grenada; and if the
And ownerofcanoe, OWNer or owners of such canoe or canoes, boat or pettyauger shall within three days
&c. within three days thereafter have his or her name, with that of the ‘parish, and such number as the
ronekan’ number justice shall direct, painted in the stern or conspicuous part of the said canoe, boat,
painted onthestern or pettyauger, and continue the same atall times hereafter; and all and every
parte Conspicuous His Majesty’s- justices of the peace for this colony are hereby empowered, re-
All magistrates to quired, and directed to enquire after and examine into all such boats, canoes, or
enquire after and —pettyaugers, in their respective quarters, and to see that the owners and proprietors.
Saaminesuchcanoes, of the same do immediately comply with this Act; and where they shall not so
owners to comply seize or cause to be seized all such canoes, boats, or pettyaugers, and order them
withthis Act. to be delivered over to the harbour master of Saint George, on or before the firstI . : :Pace ers, day of December next; and the said harbour master is hereby required and
toseizesuch canoes, directed to take charge of the same until the owner or owners thereof shall obtainc. and deliver same ‘ : want : ee : .to harbour master of license in the manner aforesaid, or until the expiration of this Act, when the said
St. George's, who is canoe, canoes, boats, or pettyaugers, shall be delivered up to the respective owners,
totakecharge of upon payment of all reasonable charges, and -the sum of sixteen shillings and six-
conform to act,or pence to the harbour master for each canoe, boat, or pettyauger, in consideration
until the expiration of his care and trouble; and all and every justice or justices who shall send canoes,
thereof, when he is boats, or pettyaugers, to the harbour of Saint George, shall and they are hereby
such owners,on authorized to grant warrants upon the treasuryfor the payment of all necessary
ri chargesaa expenses they may incur, and the treasurer is hereby required to pay the> ; ¥ .
165. 6d. each canoe. Same.
Justices sending canoes to St. George’s, to giant warrants on the treasurer for necessary expenses.

Clause IT. _, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the commander in
capoweredtahie chief of this colony for the time being shall be and is hereby authorized, empowered
two vessels not ex- and directed to hire, contract for, and agree with the proprietor or owner or proprietors
feeding et for, OT Owners of two fast sailing vessels, not exceeding the burthen of sixty tons, and for
period not exceeding @ period not exceeding three months, or until the next meeting ofthe Legislature,
three months, and to and to man, arm, and ‘properly fit out such vessels to cruize continually, during thesame te cpuive eae riod, round and about the coasts, bays and harbours ofthis colony, tsameto cruizeround Same period, round and about the coasts, bays and harbours o colony, to
the coast of this co- inspect, examine, and if need be, to seize all such vessels of whatever denomination
sony;foinspectand and dimensions the same may be, as shall appear to be employed in taking off
appear to be em. slaves, or under the suspicious circumstances as described in “ An Act for the
P oyed in axingo better regulation of foreign vessels arriving in these Islands, or foundhoveringslaves, or under
suspicious circum- bout the coasts of the same, for preventing the carrying off of mortgaged or other
gances describedin slaves by such foreign vessels, and for taking away the benefit of clergy from
regulation of foreign Persons guilty of stealing Slaves, for apprehending suspected persons coming from

_ Trinidada, and for obliging owners of vessels to give security not to carry off debtors
. . or slaves without tickets as therein directed, and for preventing small boats or other

oo asushisforpay: vessels being run away with,” and now inforce in this colony ; and the commander
ment of the hire of in chief for the time being is hereby further authorized, empowered, and directed tesuch vessels. issue his warrant upon the treasurer of this colony for payment to such owner or

owners of such vessel or vessels for the hire so to be agreed upon, at the end of
each month respectively.

 

An ACT for the more effectual Trial and Punishment of criminal Slaves,
and to authorize His Majesty's Justices of the Peace to appoint Constables
in cases of emergency. [24 October 1789.]

"Preamble, WHEREAS the laws at present in force in these Islands, have’ been found
defective, in many respects, in regard to the trial and punishment of criminal slaves :For remedy whereof, we, Your Majesty’s most loyal and obedient subjects, his excel-
lency the captain general, the honourable the members of Your Majesty’s council,and the general assembly ofthe Island of Grenada, and such of the Grenadines as are" thereon dependant, pray Your most excellent Majesty that it may be enacted and or-Clause I. dained,and be it, and it is enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That uponOn complaint made complaint made to any of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, within these Islands,fo anyrmagistrateOf of any héinous and grievous crime or felonious act or acts committed or done bycovamitted bya any slave or slaves, the said justice shall issue his warrant for apprehending theslave, justice to issue offender or offenders, and shall summon all persons or slaves that can give evidencehis warrant for ap- ‘rehending the of. therein to appear before him; and if upon examination it appeareth probable that

Fendee, and to sum- 226. SON the
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the apprehended 4s -or are guilty, he shall forthwith commit him ‘her 6r ‘them to GRENADA:
rison;and within ten days atter such commitment, shall associate ‘with him one on all that

other justice of the peace; and when so associated, they are hereby required andcangiveevidence..
empowered immediately to issue their warrant or precept, directed to some And if, on exami-

constable resident in the parish where the said erime is committed, to summon of gui roreen Yo
three freeholders, or other reputable inhabitants, qualified to serve as.jurors, to commit offender to.
join them the said justices, at such time and place as they shall. appoint, not Bnsot5 within ten

exceeding four days from and after the date of the said warrant, to whom the said with him one or

justice shall administer the following oath: “ You shall, to the best of your know- more justice, and so

‘ledge and judgment, impartially try, the prisoneror prisoners before you, and theirwarranttoa
judgment give according to evidence.” And these five persons when together met, constable tosummon

shall constitute, and are hereby declared to bea court, with full power and authority eae Susticee at
to try the said offender or offenders, and to cause him her or them, with all such time and place
evidences, to come before them, and to admit in all’cases the evidence of oneslave -s theyshall appoint ;

. ; : re, : not exceeding four
against another ; and if the said justices and freeholders shall give sentence of days,
death, or such other punishment as the laws of this colony doth, shall, or mayOathof jurors, /

_direct; and forthwith, by their warrants, cause immediate execution, in capital constitutes court,
cases, to be done by such slave or slaves as the provost-marshal, or his lawful with fall power to
deputy shall appoint; and in other cases, by such slave or slaves as the clerk oftry the offenders
the nearest market shall appoint, in such manner as suchjusticesshall think fit. before them, and

to admit the evidence of one slave against another; and forthwith cause immediate execution, in capital cases, to bedone _
by the marshal, and in other cases by the clerk of the market. : .

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any freeholderor other Clause II. os
inhabitant, after being summoned as aforesaid, shall refuse or neglect to-attend at Jurors summoned,
the time and place appointed in the justice’s warrant or precept, he shall forfeit. the to forfeit 501. &
sum of fifty pounds ‘current money, to be recovered by action of debt, bill, plaint,
or information,in any court of record in these Islands, and applied to the public’
uses thereof. oe oo

And whereas it must’ tend. greatly to the public peace and tranquillity that the Preamble.
executive part of the law be rendered more prompt andsummary, in cases where
the offences are not of a felonious nature, and triable before the justices and freé-
holders, as herein beforementioned;.BE it-enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That Clause IIT.
if any slave or slaves shall personally insult, abuse, threaten, or in any manner con: Any slave arho shalt
temptuously treat any white or free person, -or shall harbour, receive, or conceal any ruse or threaten
slave or slaves, Knowing that such Slave or slaves shall have run away, or absented any white or free
his -her or themselves, from his her or their master, renter, or employer’s service;concealane eee
or if any slave or slaves shall be found gaming, beating drums, blowing shells, or other -knowing the same
loud instruments, at .jmproper hours, or fighting, or shall draw a knife upon his foberunrays OF
opponent, or shall be guilty of any crime, which by the laws of England would be beating drum &e.

‘ deemed larceny, such slave or slaves shall be punishable for any such offence, at the at improper hours,
discretion of any one justice of the peace, who is hereby authorized and empowered }¢ pilty feng
to take cognizance of the same, and. to inflict such punishment, not to extend to life crimedeemed far
or limb, as he shall judge adequate to theoffence. ar Enelah such clave

a shall be punished at the justice’s discretion, such punishment not to extend to life or limb.

And whereas persons appointed by the justices in their sessions to execute, the Preamble.
office of constable, : sometimes change the place of their residence, and the justices ;
find it difficult to get warrants issued by them, executed: for remedy whereof, BE it Clause tv.
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be lawful for any. two of his Any two justices, in
Majesty’s justices of the peace, and they are hereby authorized.in all. cases of fo appoint oon
emergency to nominate and appoint one or more person or persons to execute the stabies.
office of constable; and if the person or persons so appointed, shall refuse or neglect Persons appointed,
to execute the duties of the said office, he or they shall be liable to. be prosecuted, ible toponcieent
and punished in the same manner as persons appointed constables by the justices in as if appointed at
their sessions, and who refuse to execute thesaid office. the sessions.

_ And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall be and continue Clausev.
in force for two years, from the day of the publication thereof, and fromthence till acteee
the end of the next session of the Legislature, or until somefurther or other provisions °°" “"° 7
are made for carrying into execution the purposes of this Act.

n
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Aw ACT to continue an Act, intituled, “ An Act for the more effectual Tria]
and Punishment of criminal Slaves, and to authorize His Majesty’s justices
of the peace to appoint constables in cases of emergency.” {23 August
1791.] .

WHEREAS an Act, intituled, “ An Act for the more effectual Trial and
Punishment of criminal Slaves, and to authorize His Majesty’s justices of the peace
to appoint constables in cases of emergency,” bearing date the twenty-fourth day of
October, in the year of our Lord one thousand seyen hundred and eighty-nine, was
made, to continue and remain in force for the space and term of two years from

- the date thereof; and the same will soon expire: And whereas it is essential to the

Clause I.

Act continued.

’ Preamble.

public peace and tranquillity of these Islands, that the said Act, or some other
provision of the like nature should subsist, we, Your Majesty’s most dutiful loyal
and obedient subjects, his excellency the governor in chief of these Islands, the
honourable the members of Your Majesty’s council, and the representatives of the
people of the said Islands, in general assembly convened, pray Your most excellent
Majesty, that it may be enacted and ordained; '

And be it and it is enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, That the
above recited Act shall’ be and the same is hereby continued from the day before
the expiration thereof, for the space and term of two years, and from thence until
some other provision shall be made and enacted by the Legislature of these Islands,
for carrying into execution the purposes-intended by the said recited Act.

 

An ACT to amend an Act, intituled, “ An Act to prevent the further
sudden increase of free Negroes and Mulattoes ;” and also to amend an Act,
intituled, “ An Act for the better government of Slaves, and for the more
speedy and effectual suppression of run-away Slaves,” and to ascertain what

' shall be evidence of the sealing ofcertificates respecting enfranchisement, as
directed to be made by the Guardians of Slaves, [2 April 1792.]

WHEREAS by the fifth clause of an Act passed to prevent the further sudden
increase of free negroes and mulattoes, it was enacted, that all negroes and mulattoes
pretending to be free, and residing in these islands, should bring their respective
acts of freedom to the registers office of the said islands to be recorded, and any
person or persons not having such acts of freedom or manumission, by reason of
being born of afree woman, should make and procure such proofs of their freedom,
as were therein particularly specified and directed, and such persons pretending to be
free who could not produce such regular deeds of manumission, or prove their birth
from free women, should make and procure such other proofs of their freedom, as
were therein also particularly specified and directed, and such proofs when so made

_. and procured, were thereby declared to be sufficient evidence of the freedom of such
persons, and were directed to be received upon record; provided that such deeds of
freedom, and other proofs therein mentioned should be brought into the said register’s
office, within three calendar months next and immediately after the publication of
the said Act. ~

And whereas by the seventh clause of the said Act, such coloured persons:as
should not bring such proofs as aforesaid of their freedom, unto the said register’s
office within the said limited time, were and are liable to be committed to gaol, and
sold as slaves in way and manner therein particularly mentioned.

And whereas the said Act. was published on the twenty-first day of April one
_ thousand seven hundred and sixty-seven, and the time thereby prescribed for re-

Clause I.
Acts offreedom by
deed, last will or
otherwise, may be
recorded at any time,

Originals of such
aets, or certified
copies, may be

cording the said deeds of manumission, and other proofs of freedom therein men-
tioned is long ago expired : And whereas by the construction given to thé said Act,
many coloured persons who are really free, may be deprived of the benefit and ad- —
vantage of such their freedom, to the great injury both of their property and persons ;
for remedy whereof, BE it enacted by his excellency Edward Mathew, esquire,
captain general, and governor in chief of these His Majesty's Islands of Grenada and
such of the Grenadines as lie to the southward of the island of Carriacon, including that
Island; the honourable the members of His Majesty’s council for the said Islands,
and the representatives of the people of the same; and it is hereby enacted. by the
authority of the same, That from and after the publication of this Act, every negro,
mulatto, or other coloured person having or possessing a manumission or any other—
act of freedom, cither by last will and testament, or otherwise, may at any time’

prove
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prove and record the same in the register’s office ofthese Islands, in manner prescribed
by law, for the probate and recording ofotherdeeds or wills; and that the original
or originals thereof, after ‘due proof of the execution of the same, or an office copy
or office copies from the record thereof, duly certified by thé register of these Islands
for the time being, or his lawful deputy, shall and may at any time be pleaded
and given in evidence in all courts oflaw and equity in theséIslands, any thing in the
said Act contained to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding : Provided
always, that nothing herein contained shall affect orprejudiceany intermediate
bond fide purchaser or other incumbrancer, who may not have notice of such manu-

mission or other aet offreedom, at the time of becoming such purchaser or incum-
brancer as aforesaid.

And be it also enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every negro, mulatto, or
other coloured person who hath not a manumission or other act of freedom, by
reason of being born of a free woman, shall and may at any time bring two
credible freeholders within these Islands, before ‘any two justices of the peace in
the Island where such freeholders do actually reside, to declare upon oath. betore
such justices by affidavit in writing, that such person pretending to be free, was born
of a free woman, or hath always been reputed so to be, and that the mother of such
coloured person was free, or reputed. so to be, at the time of thebirth of such coloured
person, and upon such affidavit being so made, the said justices shall and may grant
a certificate thereof, under-their respective hands and seals, ‘and such affidavit and
certificate shall, and the same are hereby declared to be primia facie sufficient proof
and evidence of the freedom of such coloured person, and shall and may be pleaded
and admitted as such in all courts oflaw and equity in these Islands; and any person
‘pretending to be free, and who cannot produce a regular deed of freedom, and cannot
‘prove his or her birth of a free’ woman, shall and may bring two credible freeholders
within these Islands, before any two justices of the peace in the Island where such
freeholders do actually reside, to declare solemnly upon oath, before such justices by
affidavit in writing, that such freeholders, and each of them, have known the persons
so pretending to be'free, for the space of five years at least; that during such space of
five years, such person was reputed to be free from slavery, to all intents and purposes,
and did behave and demean him or herself decently, and in a manner becoming a
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free person of his or her complexion; and upon suchaffidavit being so made, the said |
justices shall and-may grant a certificate thereof, under their respective hands and
seals, and such affidavit and certificate shall, and the same are hereby declared to be
prima facie sufficient proof and evidence of the freedom of such coloured person, and
shall and may be pleaded and admitted as such in all courts of law.and equity in.
these Islands: Provided always nevertheless, that every person shall and may be at
hiberty to dispute and counteract such’prima facie evidence of freedom byoffering
and producing all such testimony or other proofs as he or she may be possessed of,
or have in his or her power for the purpose of disproving such freedom: And
provided also, that nothing herein contained shall deprive any negro, mulatto, or other
coloured person pretending to be free either by manumission, last will, being born of a
free woman or otherwise, of the benefit and advantage which he she or they may
have from any other evidence of his her or: their freedom, but that every such
proof or evidence thereof, other or different from the proof or evidence hereby

Proviso.
Such primi: fecie
roofnot conclusive,

af opposed by con-
trary evidence,
Proviso.
But the party
claiming to be free
is not to be debarred
from adducing fur-
ther proof of his her
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directed and prescribed, shall and may be admitted and received as evidence in ail.
courts of law and equity in these Islands, in the same manner as the same would
have been admitted and-received, had this Act, and the said Act to prevent the
further sudden increase of free negroes'and mulattoes never been made. - Lot

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any person making such affidavit
or affidavits as are hereinbefore mentioned, who shall swear thereto falsely, or who
shall be guilty of procuring any other person or persons to swear ‘falsely;in any
manner relative to such proof or proofs of freedom of any coloured person or persons
as aforesaid, shall,in the former case of swearing falsely, be deemed guiltyof wilful
and corrupt perjury, and in the lattercase of procuring any other person to swear
falsely, be guilty of subornation of perjury, and shall and may be proceeded against,
as in Great Britain in cases of wilful and corrupt perjury, or subornation of perjury,
according to the nature of the offence or offences res
convicted of such perjury or subornation of perjury, shall incur the same pains and
penuities, as by the laws and statutes of Great Britain are declared and’ in force

against the crimes of wilful and corrupt perjury and subornation of perjury.
226, . oe Andr

}

ectively ; and’ every person
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GRENADA. _And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the first, second, third
nr fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh clauses of the said Act to prevent the further sudden

Clause IV. Increase of free negroes and mulattoes, shall from and after the publication of this
The rst, and,3d) Act be and the same are hereby repealed.4th, 5th, 6th and gth :
clausesof the Act ofApril 23, 2767, repealed.

ClauseV. And whereas many negroes, mulattoes, and other coloured persons, have, sub-
Preamble. . sequent to the publication of the said Act, to prevent the sudden increase of free

negroes and mulattoes, obtained certificates of their freedom under the hands and
seals of two justices of the peace, in manner prescribed by the fifth clause of the
said last-mentioned Act: And whereas some of such certificates have been neglected
to be recorded in the register’s office within the time prescribed for that purpose by
the proviso to-the said clause, and others of such certificates have been procured
subsequent to the expiration of such time so prescribed by the said proviso, and in
both cases it is now impossible to comply with the regulations directed by the said
proviso:And whereas it is unnecessary to put such persons as are possessedof such cer-
tificates to the trouble and expense ofprocuring othersin way and manner prescribed by

Certificates obtained this Act; BE it enacted by the authorityaforesaid, That every certificate offreedom of
subsequentto the aly negro, mulatto, or other coloured person, which antecedent to the publication of
said recited act,and this Act, hath been obtained agreeable to, and in the terms of the said fifth clausengt recorded within : : : .
the time limited Of the said Act to prevent the sudden increase of free negroes. and mulattoes, but
thereby, and certifi- without compliance with the requisites prescribed and directed’ by the said proviso
the cxpiution of the thereto, shall and the same is hereby declared to be as valid effectual and suf-
time prescribed by ficient both at law and in equity, as if the said proviso to the said filth clause of thethe saidact,and said last-mentioned Act had never been made: Provided always nevertheless, that
tionofthis act, de- -€very person shall and may be at liberty to dispute and counteract the force and
clared tobe validand effect of every such certificate, by offering and producing such testimony or other |
Proviso. proofs as he or she may be possessed of, or have in his or her power for the pur-
Such certificates not pose of disproving the freedom so certified: And provided also, that nothing
aneoe may herein contained shall deprive any negro, mulatto, or other coloured person, having
‘contraryevidence, SUCh last-mentioned certificate or certificates, of the benefit and advantage which he
Proviso. she or they may have from any other evidence of his her or their freedom,

Party producing not DUt that every such proof or evidence thereof, other or different from such certificate
to be debarred from OF Certificates, shall and may be admitted and received as evidence in all courts of
adducingotherproof law and equity in these Islands, in the same manner as the same would have been-
freedom. . admitted and received, had this Act and the said Act to prevent the further sudden

increase of free negroes and mulattoes never been made,

And whereas many manumissions and other acts of freedom for the purpose of -
enfranchising slaves, have been made and executed subsequentto the sixth of
January. one thousand seven hundred and eighty-four, when these Islands were
restored to Great Britain, without complying with therequisites and tormalities
prescribed by the first, second, and third clauses of the said Act, to prevent the
further sudden increase of free negroes, and mulattoes, upon a mistaken idea that
the said Act was not then in force: And whereas the said first, second, and third
clauses of the said last-mentioned Act, were by two Acts oi the legislature of these
Islands repealed during the continuance of the said Acts, and other regulations
thereby establishedforthe manumission and enfranchisement of slaves, which said
last-mentioned regulations are now in force: And whereas it would be unjust, under ~
such circumstances,to permit the said Act to prevent the further sudden increase of -
free negroes and mulattoes, to operate against and destroy the intention and etf-ct of
such manumissions or other acts of freedomso made and executed between tle said
sixth day of January one thousand seven hundred and eighty-four, and tlie said

‘ third day of November one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight; BE it
Originals of allma- therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the originals of all manu-
vane ot avy missions or other acts of freedom, whether by last will and testament or otherwise,
copies ‘thereof, daly after been duly proved according to law, and if proved and recorded in the register’s
certified according to office of these Islands in manner prescribed by law, then office copies thereof duly
good evidence at law Certified by the register of these Islands for the time being, or his lawful deputy in
or inequity. © manner prescribed by law, shall and may be admitted and received as evidence in

all courts of law and equity in these Islands, and shall have and produce the same
_ operation and effect, both at law and in equity, as such manumissions or other acts

: : 0

Claufe VI.
Freamble.

226,
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of freedom would have had and produced, had the said Act to prevent the further GRENADA.
sudden increase of free negroes and mulattoes never been made. Nepre

And whereas by the seventeenth clause of an Act for the better protection and cue yur.
for promoting the increase and population of slaves, and for repealing during the Preamble,
continuance of the said Act, the first, second and third clauses of an Act, intituled,
“ An Act to prevent the further sudden increase of free.negroes and mulattoes ;”
and such part of all and every law and laws then in force relative to the trial and

"punishment of slaves, as relate to their trial and punishment for the sole offence of -
running away, and for substituting another mode of trial and punishment in lieu
thereof, and for appointing guardians to carry the said Act into execution, a certi- —
ficate under the hands and seals of the guardians of slaves for the district wherein
any slave or slaves intended to be manumitted resides or reside, ‘or ofany two of
them to the effect therein mentioned, is directed to be indorsed on or annexed to
the deed of manumission of such slave or slaves, and in cases by manumission by
last will and testament, such certificate is directed to be indorsed on or annexed to
an office copy of such last will andtestament: And whereas the signing and sealing
of such certificate of such guardians, hath not in any case been made in the presence
of witness.or witnesses, and from the death or absence of such guardian or guardians
it may be difficult and in some cases impossible to procure such actual sealing by
such guardians, although the signature of such guardian or guardians may be
easily proved in manner prescribed by law; BE it therefore enacted by the. Where certificates of
authority aforesaid, That where the seals and signatures of such guardians, or eeat Petra arn
of any.two of them, appear to be set and affixed to such certificate, due proof (expired) have ‘not
of the respective signatures of such guardians to such certificates, shall be also held penvalid and& ed
and deemed prima facie evidence of the sealing thereof by the guardian or respective. witnesses, proof of
guardians whose signature or signatures fhereto shall be so proved ; and that if any thesignatureofsuch
person after such prima facie evidence given, shall dispute such sealing, he shail erims facie evidence

of fuch sealing.

And whereas by the twenty-first clause ofan. Act for the better government of claufe vit.
slaves, and for the more speedy, and effectual suppression of run-away slaves, it Preamble.
is enacted amongst other things, that the provost marshal, or his lawiul deputy, —
shall receive into his custody all run-away slaves brought to him, and pay the
rewards for the same therein directed, and after’ making publication: respecting
every such slave or slaves for six weeks in’ manner therein prescribed, shall,
if such slave or slaves be not claimed within the time aforesaid,. sell such slave ~
or slaves at public outcry, and pay the money arising therefrom, after deduction
of charges and fees, to the owner or owners.of such slave or slaves, and in default
of knowing such owner or owners, to the treasurer of these Islands for the time
being, for the use of the public, till such time as the owner or owners of such
slave or slaves shall appear: And whereas the aforesaid Regulation hath from’.
experience been found to be’ productive of much injury and loss to such persons
as from local situation or other circumstances have not had it in their power to
claim or prove their property in, or title to such run-away slaves, within the time
‘therein before prescribed ; for remedy whereof, BE it enacted by the authority Marshal not to fll
aforesaid, That it shalland may be lawful for the provost marshal of. this Island Tunaway slaves with-
for the time being, or his lawful deputy, to receive into his custody all run-away notice in theIskand
slaves, who shall be brought to him, and to pay the apprehender of- such slave Gazette. “
or slaves, the rewards and mile money specified and directed in the third-section |
of the said Act, for the better government of slaves, and-for the.more speedy and —
effectual suppression of run-away slaves; provided the owner or owners of such
slave or slaves is or are not known to such apprehender or apprehenders, and
such provost marshal for the time being, or hislawful deputy, shall and may keep
such slave or slaves in safe custody, and shall immediately give public notice
thereof, by publication(insomeGrenada newspaper, if any, at thetime; and if none, by And if no gazette,

: x : ¢ by a’written adver-wr ve W y rritten advertisement affixed at the church and court house doors of the town of tifement, to beaffixe
Saint George in the said Island of Grenada) for six successive wéeks, describing for six fucceffive
as near as may be, the name, age, sex, size, complexion, and external marks of suchweeksto the doors of
slave or slaves, whereby he she or they may be more readily known, together poug rch, Court.
with the country of such slave or slaves, if the knowledge thereof beattainable, office.
and shall also affix a copy in writing of such publication on the door of the public
office of such provost marshal or his lawful deputy for the time hereimbefore
prescribed; and in:case such provost marshalfor the time being, orhis lawful

eputy,
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GRENADA. deputy, shall fail in performing all or any of the several matters hereby required, he
“—~-——" shall ‘be liable to answer in damages by action for such neglect to the person or
Marfhal anfwereble persons who shall or may happen to be aggrieved thereby; and after such publica-
magestothe party tionbeing duly made for the time aforesaid, if such slave or slaves so advertised,
aggrieved, if he shall not be claimed within six weeks from and after the day on which he she or
neglects to advertife, they were delivered into the hands of such provost marshal or his lawfuldeputy,
withinthefix weeks, such slave or slaves shall be sold at ‘public outcry by such provost marsha! for
to be then fold bY the time being, or his lawful deputy, and the monies arising from such sale or sales,
public outerys after deduction of all reasonable charges and fees, shall be paid over by such provost
Proceeds, after de- marshal or his lawful deputy, to the owner or owners of such slave or slaves, his
ducting all charges, her or their executors or administrators, and for want of knowing such owner or
fo be paidby the owners, his her ortheir executors or administrators, the monies arising from such
of fuch slave, or if sale or sales, after deduction as aforesaid, shall by such provost marshal for the
pre owneris not time being, or his lawful deputy, be deposited in the hands of the public treasurer
treasurer, for fuch of these Islands for the time being, to and for the public use of these Islands.
owner whenhe shall Butif the owner or owners of such slave or slaves, his her or their executors or
ae administrators, shall appear and claim the same within twelve months from the

date of such sale or sales respectively, upon due proof being made within the period
aforesaid, by such owner or owners, his her or their executors or administrators,
of the title or titles of such owner, or owners to the slave or slaves so to be
sold, the public treasurer of these Islands for the time being is hereby autho-
rized to pay over the net proceeds of the amount of such sale or sales ‘to such
owner or owners, his her or their executors or administrators respectively: Provided.

Erovito not con. 2ways nevertheless, that where such owner or owners shall at the time of the
clufive againft sale or sales be resident out of the government of Grenada and its dependen-
ownersnotrefident cies, such sale or sales shall not, for and during the period hereinafter specified,
pune a the be conclusive against such owner or ovners, but that such owner or owner so
Such owner, upon _ resident out of the said government, shall upon payment or tender of all monies
payment or tender Of actually paid, and expenses incurred at such public outery or outcries, for the pur-all monies actually aan : ;

id, and expenfés chase of such slave or slaves, be authorized and entitled to claim and demand re--
meurred,a)claim storation and delivery of such slave or slaves, atany time within twelve months from
flave within twelve and after the day of such sale or sales respectively ; and on neglect or refusal to
months after fuch deliver such slave or slaves as aforesaid, within the period aforesaid, the owner or
fre oyation of owners thereof shall and may, at his her or their option, maintain and prosecute
ejectment, trover or an action or actions of ejectment, trover, or detinue, against such purchaser or pur-
iefait chasers, or other possessor or possessors of such slave or slaves, for the actual recovery
feffor. thereof, or ofthe value thereof, and of all damages, costs and expenses incurred by

the detection or nondelivery thereof, but not for any wages of such slave or slaves,
or hire for his her or their use or labour antecedent to the time of making such

_ claim and demand of such slave or slaves as aforesaid within the period aforesaid.
CaeA ' And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said twenty-first clause of
clanfe of theactof the said Act, for the better government of slaves, and for the more speedy and effec-
the z1st of April, tual suppression ofrunaway slaves, shall from and after the publication of this Act be
1767. and the same is hereby repealed.

Claufe X. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Actshall be deemed
This Act declared Public Act, and all judges, Justices, and jurors shall take notice thereof as suc';tobea Public Act. : 2 2 8 a ‘ ?without specially pleading the same.

 

_ An ACT for the more effectual Trial and Punishment of Slaves, who may |
have been, or may hereafter be concerned in the Rebellion and Insurrection
now existing in this Island.—[7 June 1796.] .

Preamble. WHEREAS by the laws now existing in these Islands, slaves ‘convicted of
. any heinous or grievous crimes or offences are liable to ‘suffer death: And

whereas. from the humane principles of our Government it is necessary to
discriminate between such slaves as have willingly taken an active part in the
rebellion and insurrection, and in the committing. of murders, and setting fire to
buildings and canoes, and such slaves as have in some measure been compelled to
join the insurrection, from the owners and other persons having the chargeot Slaves
being obliged to quit their habitations and retire for safety to the town of Saint
George and its neighbourhood ; and that such new punishments should be substi-

tuted
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tuted as are likely not only to producealasting impression upon the minds of the

slaves, but also to be otherwise beneficial to the community ; we, Your Majesty’s

most dutiful, loyal and obedient subjects the lieutenant governor of these Your

Majesty’s Islands of Grenada, and the Grenadines thereon dependant, and com-

mander in chief therein, the members of Your Majesty’s council, and the represen-

GRENADA.

tatives ofthe people of the said Islands, in general assembly convened, prayYour niost -

excellent Majesty that it. maybe enacted and ordained, and be it and it is hereby

enacted by the authority aforesaid, That.each and every slaveor slaves who has or

have been, or who is or are suspected to have been concerned in the present insur-

rection and rebellion, and who is or are suspected of anyfelony, burglary, robbery,

burning.of, houses, cane-pieces, murders, rebellions, conspiracies, insurrection, com-

passing or imagining the death,of any white or free coloured person or any slave,

or who has or have been aiding, abetting, counselling, or advising in the commis-

sion of any of the aforesaid crimes, and who has or have at any time heretofore

been taken, or surrendered himself, herself, or themselves, shall and may be tried

by a court to be assembled in way and manner hereinafter. mentioned for the trial

of slaves whomay at any time hereafter be taken or surrendered themselves, and,

if found guilty, shall and may be punished in any of the ways hereinafter directed.

And be it further enacted, That everyslave who may hereafter be taken, or shall

surrender himself ‘or herself, shall immediately, or as soon after as it can be conveni-

ently done, be sent by-the person so taking ortowhom such slave shall surrender,

before some one or more of His Majesty’s justices of the peace to be examined;

and such justice shall accordingly proceed to examine such slave and all other per-

sons who can give evidence of the conduct of the said slave, and shall reduce such

examinations into writing, and return or transmit the same, together with his pro-

ceedings thereupon, to the commander in chief for the time being, within twenty-

four hours after the taking such examinations respectively; and if upon such  exa-

"mination there shall appear just grounds to suspect that such slave has been guilty

of'any of the crimes aforesaid, or has been aiding, abetting, counselling, or advising

‘therein, or is otherwise a dangerous character, unfit. to be allowed to go at large,
the’ said justice shall commit such slave to the common gaol, or to some other

secure place of confinement, there to be detained for trial, and it shall and may be

lawful for the commander in chief for the time being, at any time hereafter, to

issue his warrant or order to any three or more of His Majesty's justices of the peace

to be therein named, authorizing and requiring them to proceed .to the trial of the

offender in any parish within this Island, to be named in such warrant or order 5
andsuch justices shall within twenty-four hours after the. receipt of such warrant
or order, issue their precept directed to a constable of the parish where such

trial shall be directed to be had, authorizing and requiring him to summon five
respectable white persons of thesaid or any of the adjoining parishes tobe named

in such precept, at a certain day and place to be named therein, and between

the hours of eight and ten in the forenoon, personally to be and appear before

the said justices to serve as jurors for the trial of such offender or offenders;

at which time and place the said justices shall cause the offender or offenders, and
the witness or witnesses against and for such offender oroffenders, to come before
them, by issuing their summons to such witness; and in case of slaves being wit-
nesses, the summons shall be served on the ownerorperson having charge of Such
slave ; and shall explain the nature of theoffence with which the prisoner stands
charged, and demand of him or her whether he or she is guilty or not guilty, and
if the prisoner pleads guilty, the justices shall proceed to pronounce 'sentence of
death, or banishment from the Island, or confinement in chains to hard labour for
life, or for any less term, and at-the expiration thereof then to be banished from guilty
the Island, as the said justices shall determine, accordingto the nature of the offence ;
but if such prisoner pleads not guilty, then the said justices shall proceed to choose
by ballot, three of the said five persons summoned as jurors, and shall administer to

_ the three so chosen the following oath; viz. Lo oo a

“ You shall well and truly try, and true deliverance make between our sovereign

“ Lord the King, and the prisonerwhom youhave in charge, and atrueverdict
“ give according to the evidence given unto you. So help you GOD.

And the said justices shall proceed to examine the witnesses produced, and shall
admit the prisoner, either by himself or any other person on his or her behalf, to a
full defence; and if upon hearing the evidence the jury shall find the prisoner

226, guilty,
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GRENADA. guilty, then the justices presiding shall preeeed to pass the sentence in the same
manner as hereinbefore directed when the prisoner pleads guilty, and every sentence
shall be final and conclusive, and without appeal; and the justices presiding at
every such trial shall cause their sentence to be carried into execution at such time
(after the expiration of thirty-six hours from the pronouncing such sentence

Commander in chief TeSpectively) and place as they shall think proper, unless the commander in, chief
may refpiteorpardon for the time being, to whom the justices shall report or transmit every such sentence
“any criminal. within twenty-four hours after pronouncing the same respectively, shall think proper

to respite the same, or to pardon the criminal: .And in all trials to be had under this
Evidence of flaves Act, the evidence of slaves against and for one another shall be deemed good and
forand again one 6ficient proof ; and in case of the absence of any material witness, either against

or for the prisoner to be tried under this Act, the justices presiding shall adjourn
Juftices may adjourn the trial for forty-eight hours, and direct a constable to search for and bring such
ghe trial for 48hours witness before the court at its next sitting, and shall then proceed with: such’ trial

- material witne(s, either with or without the attendance of such witness, if he or she is not to be found ;
Xf Witmefs does not and the justices presiding at such trials respectively shall make regular minutes, to. then appear, trial to
goon, ' contain the day of trial, the names of the justices and jury, the crime for which the
Juttices tomake prisoner stands charged, his or her plea, the evidence for the prosecution, and onregular minutes, anto return them into the prisoner’s behalf, the verdict of the jury, and the sentence of the court; and
the secretary's office shall sign the same, and return such minutes into the secretary's office within six
in fix days. days after every such trial shall be finished respectively; And in all cases where the
Punithment ofdeath punishment of death is inflicted, the execution shall be performed in a public part
help. inflidted pub- of the parish, and with due solemnity; and care shall be taken by the gaoler or
Prifoner not to be person having charge of the prisoner, that he or she is free from intoxication at the
intoxicated when time of his or her trial, and from thence to and at the time of his or her execution,d. . taeexecute under the penalty of twenty pounds, to be recovered in manner hereinafter directed

for the recovery of penalties incurred by jurors, constables and witnesses; and the
No other bur henge mode of such execution shall be hanging by the neck and no other; and the body
ing allowed. shall be afterwards disposed of in such manner as the justices presiding at the trial
outenders how ta be shall direct : And in all case’ where the punishment shall be confinement in chains to
Siwhenany other hard labour for life, or for any lesser term, the criminals shall be employed under
{entence than death proper overseers, anda sufficient guard, to be provided at the public expense, in
is'infli€ted. clearing the woods in the interior part of this Island, and making convenient roads
Conftables to attend through the same to every part of the Island; and the constables of the parish,
the trial and exe- where such trials shall be had respectively, shall attend the justices during the
cution. sitting of the court, and at all other times, when required so to do, and shall also

attend the execution of every sentence of death.

Claufe ITI. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said court shall have"Court may ‘adjourn full power and authority, if they shall see cause to adjourn the said court fromfeeshae) time to time, for any time not exceeding forty-eight hours, during any one
adjournment.

Claufe Iv. Andbe enacted, That in case any slave shall wilfully, or with evil intent, give falseSlaves giving falf : . . . : ye .evidence Labloto the evidence on any trial to be had under this Act, such slave, upon being. found guilty
fame punifhment as thereof before a court to be assembled as hereinbefore directed, shall suffer the same »the offender,if he punishment as the person or persons on whose trial such false evidence was given
guilty. would, if found guilty, have. been liable to suffer, or such other punishment as thecourt ‘shall think proper to inflict, according to the circumstances of the case.Juitices toexplainto And the justices presiding at any trial where a slave or slaves shall be broughtflave witnefles the forward to give testimony, shall explain to each of the witnesses the punishmentfeftimony. which he or she may be subject to, in case of giving false evidence; and if anyOwner refufing to owner or person having charge of slaves shall wilfully refuse or neglect to produce, flaves fum-- . ‘ . .Preearaedte before the court hereby directed, any slave, whose testimony is required on any
to forfeit 502. trial to be had under this Act, every such person shall, for each refusal or neglect,incur a penalty of fifty pounds. . a .

fe V. i hat if anv just}Satine vefuling” to And be it enacted, That if any justice of the peace shall refuse or neglect to doand perform all and singular the duties required of him by this Act, every suchjustice, upon proof thereof made before-the commander in chief for the time. being,by one or more credible witness or witnesess, shall for each offence incur a penalty .How tobe recovered. of fifty pounds, to be recovered by attachment, under the hand and seal of suchcommander in chief, directed to the provost marshal, in the following form ; viz.

act, to forfeit 507.

226. “* George |
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“ George the Third by the Grace of God King of Great Britain, France and
“ Treland, Defender of the Faith, and so forth.”

“To the Provost Marshal of the Island of Grenada.

¢ WE command you to attach the body of 4. B. and him in safe custody to
“ keep in our common gaol of our said Island, until he shall pay to us a
“ fine of fifty pounds, for refusing or neglecting [here insert theparticular

offence] and hereof fail not atyour peril. Witness, C.D.
“‘ our commander in chief for the time being, the , day of
“ and all costs incurred thereon.” a

And the provost marshal shall accordingly execute the said writ by attaching the
body of the delinquent and detaining him in gaol until the said fine shall be fully

paid; and if any constable shall refuse or neglect to do and perform all and

singular the duties required of him by this Act, every such constable, for each refusal

or neglect, shall incur a penalty oftwenty-five pounds, to be recovered by attachment,

under the hand and seal ofthe justice or hands and seals of the justices who shall

direct such constable to do his duty, directed to the provost marshal in the aforesaid

form, except as to the testing the said writ, which shall’be tested in the name or

names of the justice or justices. issuing the same, and the provost master shall in

like manner execute the said writ.

And be it enacted, That if any juror or witness, after being summoned, shall refuse
or neglect to attend in conformity to thesaid summons, every such juror and witness,

upon proof of the service of such summons before the justices issuing the same,

every such juror or any witness, being a free person, for each offence shall incur a

penalty of twenty-five pounds, to be recovered in like manner as penalties incurred

by constables are directed to be recovered; and if any juror or witness so summoned

as aforesaid. shall attend and shall refuse’ to serve as a juror or to give évidence,

every such juror or witness shall and may be committed by the justices present to the

common gaol, there to remain without bail or mainprize for the space of three

calendar months.

- And be itenacted, That when any slave shall be sentenced to death, or banished, or
condemned to confinement in chains to hard labour, thejustices and jury who shall
sit upon the trial shall value the said slave at such sum as they in their consciences
shall deem him or her to beworth, according to his or her trade or occupation, not
-exceeding !
treasurer of the Island of Grenada, who is hereby authorized to pay to the owner the
amount of the sum/mentioned in such certificate: And all slaves condemned to. con-
_finement in chains te.hard labour or to be banished, shall from and immediately after
such appraisement become the property of the public, and the owner divested of all’
claim therein: And if any owner or other person having the charge of any slave,
whom he or she shall suspect to have been guilty of, or aiding, abetting, counselling,
or advising in any of the crimes specified in this Act, and shall not immediately
carry such slave before some one of His Majesty’sjusticesof the peace to be examined,
-every such person shall, upon being convicted thereof before the court of King’s
‘Bench and Grand Sessions of the Peace, be sentenced to be imprisoned for the
space of one year. " , “ -

And be it enacted, That all penalties incurred under this Act shall be paid into the
hands of the public treasurer by the person receiving the same, and shall by the said
treasurer be set apart as a fund for defraying the expenses of guards and cutting
traces through the woods, and other expenses incurred in carrying this Act into
execution. , Des

And be it enacted, That allreasonable expenses incurred in performing the various
duties required by this Act shall be paid by the public treasurer, upon producing a
certificate or warrant forthe same under the hands of the justices presiding at any
court to be held ‘in pursuance of this Act.

And be it enacted, That the governor and commander in chief for the time being
shall have the ordering and directing the employment of the said slaves in manner
before specified, and the appointment of a proper officer for superintending the same;
and all-monies, the modeofissuing whereof is not directed by this Act, shall be paid
by warrant under the hand and seal of the governor or commander in chief for the
time being, to such person or persons as shall be therein specified.

- the purpofes thereof, to be payable hy warrant from the

one hundred pounds currency, and shall certify the same to the public

GRENADA,

Conftable refufingto
do his duty liable to
a fine of 257, to be
recovered in like
manner.

i

Claufe VL

Jurors and free wit-
neffes refufing to
ferve or attend,jliable
to a fine of 25 /. and
“three months im-
prifonment.

Claufe VIT.

Slaves fentenced -te
death, confinementor
banifhment, to be
valued by the juitices
and jurors. .
Such valuation | not
to exceed 1007, cur-
encys
Tobe paid by the
treafurer from the
public treafury to the
owner of the flave.
Slaves fo yalued to
be the. property of
the public.
Any owner fufpedt-
ing any flave of an
crime fpecified in thys
act, and not carrying
him ‘before a juitice,
liable to be im-
prifoned one year.

Claufe VIII.
AllLfines levied under
this aét, a fund in
the treafurer’s hands
for the purpofes
thereof.

Claufe IX.
Reafonable expenfes
incurred to be paid
by the treafurer by
warrantfrom thejuf-
tices.

Claufe X.
Commander in chief
to have the direction
ofall flaves fentenced
uhder this act, and
all monies not other-
wife ordered to be
paid by this act for
commander in chief.

85



86

_ Record of former

66 COLONIAL LAWS RELATING TO

GRENADA.

——~ AnACT for the punishment of Slaves under sentence of banishment or
. confinement to hard labour in chains, who shall escape or attempt to escape

from their places of confinement or employment, and to make it lawful for the
Magistrates to condemn to hard labour, in chains for life, or for a limited time,
Slaves convicted under the several Acts for the trial and punishment of
criminal Slaves. [13 May 1797.]

Preamble... WHEREASby an act ofthis Island, intituled, “ AnAct for the more effectual trial
and punishment of slaves who may have been or may hereafter be concerned in the
rebellion and insurrection now existing in this Island,” it:is enacted and ordained,
That slaves convicted of certain crimes therein mentioned may be sentenced to
banishment, to hard labour in chains for life, or for any shorter period, to be banished
afterwards: And whereas from various causes it hath not been found practicable to
transport from the Island several slaves now under sentence of banishment, in
pursuance of the said Act, in consequence of which it hath been found expedient to
employ the said slaves in works of labour for the advantageofthe colony: And
whereas from the negligence of the persons superintending such slaves, so employed
as aforesaid, or from the want of proper. places to confine them in out of the hours of
labour, many of the said slaves may andactuallydo escape; who, by joining other
illsdisposed people in the colony, may again kindle up the flames of sedition and
insurrection which have so lately ravaged the Island: And whereas the said seritences
of banishment, and confinement in chains to hard labour for life, have in’ general,
from motives of humanity’ and ‘to spare the‘effusion of human blood, been past on
‘objects whofrom the enormity of their crimes deserved, and from the rigour of
the law would have been condemned to death, but which humane system: would be
attended’ with the worst of consequences, if they or any ofthem get againatlarge in
the'Island, for remedy of so alarming an evil, we,Your Majesty’s most dutiful, loyal
andobedient subjects; thecaptain general of these Your Majesty's Islands ofGrenada
and theGrenadines thereon dependant; and commander in chief therein, the members
ofYour Majesty's council, and the representatives of the people of the said‘Islands, in
general assembly convened; prayY our most excellent Majesty that it may be ordained,

Claufe andbe-it anditisherebyenacted and ordained-by the authority ofthe same, That
Slavesfentenced to ‘and immedi : *atan nt thi * . avn if merecebanithmentfrom this fromand immediately after the publication of ‘this Actalland every such slave or slaves

“ifland, or to be-con- WHO.now are or who hereaftermay besentenced to be banished from this Island; or to
fined .tohardJabour be confined-to hard-labour inchains for life, or ‘for any shorter period, and who shall
in chains for ife,-or excane, break loose or-run away from the place of his her or their confinement, orthorter: period ;..and ‘*’ pe, ¥ > P a - >who thallefcape, who shall be absent for the space of forty eight hours from the custody. of the person
break Joofe,or ran having charge of him her or them, shall-on conviction thereof be declared guilty of ©away from ‘place of ? «4! +. 48confinement,“or be felony, and shall suffer death, or-such other punishment as the magistrates presiding
abfent 48 hours from on the trial of such slave or slaves shall direct.
cuftedy of perfon- ,
having charge, to fuffer death or other punithment, according’ to difcretion of magiftrate.

Claufe II. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every slave charged_with theSlaves charged with ,.° ; ‘ ; ; } Hl is her 'crimeof efeaping crime of escaping, breaking loose or running away from the place of his her or their
from place of con- confinement, or of having been absent for the’space of forty-eight hours from the

~ finement, to betried custody of the person having chargeof himher or them, shall be tried in the mannerding to act fo ‘ . : ‘ repunithing negroes prescribed by the Act above recited for the trial of slaves guilty of high treason and
guilty of high other offences, and the record of the former conviction of the said slave or slaves,
treafon. and of the sentence passed on him her or them, together with the evidence ofany
conviélionof fach one free person or slave tothe fact of his her or their having escaped from the place
flave,aneoffen, of his her or their confinement, or of his her or their absence for the space of forty
together with evi. eight hours or more from the custody of the person having charge of him-her or
denceofany onefree them, shall be and it is hereby adjudged and declared to be sufficient proof-to convictfi flave, .
Pe“having ‘efcaped him her or them of the same. .

_ from place of confinement, or abfence for 84 hours or more from Sultody, declared to be fufficient proof of conviétion.

Claufe TIT. And be it and it is hereby enacted andordainedby the authority aforesaid, ThatSlaves jrafporgition all and every slave or slaves who shall be transported from the government, in
under this aé, te |consequence of sentence of banishment having been pronounced against him her or
fuffer death, them, and who shall hereafter return to any part ofthis government, shall, on conviction

thereof in manner prescribed by the last clause, be declared guilty of felony, and
shall suffer death. sO J a

Preamble, And whereas from various causes it may be found necessary to continue to employ
. criminal
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crimjial slaves in chains or works of labour for a considerable time; and as it is GRENADA.
expedient from motives of humanity and policy to adopt such punishments in many ——
cases ip lieu of others, for slaves convicted of offences under the several acts of. this
Island at present in force for the trial and punishment of criminal slaves; BE it and
it is hereby enacted and ordained, That from and. after the publication of this Claut Iv.
Act, it eball and may be lawful for any of His Majesty’s justices of the peace Juttices of the Peace
before whom any slave or slaves shall betried:for any offence, and who shall be pyeihallbetried for
convicted thereof, the punishment for which would be, agreeably to the said acts nowanyoffence, and who
in force, corporal punishment or imprisonment for life, tecondemn such slave orfallbeconviéed
slaves, in lieu thereof, to be-worked in chains for any limited time, or life, at the ment for which
discretion of the court before whom such slave or slaves shall be tried and convicted; would be, agreeably

to faid aéts now inand whenever any slave or slaves shall be sentenced to be worked-in chains for life, force, corporal pu-
he she or they shall be appraised in the same manner as is prescribed for slaves nifhment or impri-
sentenced to death, and shall from thenceforth be considered as the property of the (oiaemn fuch fave
public to all intents and purposes whatsoever. or flaves, in liew

thereof, to be worked in chains for any limited time, or life; or when for life, to be appraifed,
paid for, and become the property of the public. r

And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained, That all andevery slave soCavey. - staves:
sentenced to hard labour in chains for life, or for any time limited, agreeably to the’ (i ar: fentencedto
last-clause of this Act shall be and he she or they are hereby declared to be.to all work inchains for
intents and purposes subject in siinilar cases to the punishment prescribed by the !if* or for a limited

: : _. ° time, fhall commit
first clause of this Act, for such slave or slaves as shall escape, break loose, the offences created
or ran away from the place of his her or their confinement, or who shall be absent in the firft claule,
for the space of forty-eight hours or more from the custody of the person having ji7eu,c° Td #
charge of him her or them ahd shall be tried accordingly, and in ordér thé more
effectually to prevent slaves so escaping or running away from being harboured or

~ concealed, as well as to encourage the discovery and apprehending of the same;
BE it and it is hereby enacted and ordained, That upon information being givefi Claufe VI.
to any one of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, of any slave or slaves who have Information being
escaped orrun away from the place of his her ot their confineitent, being harboured 81%" f° any juftice,

. . ‘ cf : ~ of any flaves hav-
or concealed, it shall and may be lawful for such magistrate to issue his warrant to. ing elcaped, or run
any constable to apprehend and bring before him the person or persons suspected way from place of .ns : . - eens ~ confi t, or fiof harbouring or cci.cealing such slave or slaves; and if itshall appear to the magi- Keeper, magittrateto
strate, that he she or they really did wilfully conceal or harbour such slave or slaves, iffue his warrant to
or were privy to the harbouring or concealing of such slave or slaves, knowing ‘the fend pesto appre
same to be a renaway or runaways under the sentenceofthe law, he she or they, if cealing them, and on
free, shall, on conviction of the ‘said offence by the oath of a free person, be forth- conviction,i free,
with committed to the common gaol of the Island, there to be without bail or main- gaol for anytime un-
prize for any term not exceeding tliitty days; and if a slaveor slaves, he she or they ‘er 30 days without
shall on conviction, by the testimony ofa fr ‘ofa slave, be ordered by the peynedin eiciveshall on conviction, bythe testimony of a free person, or of aslave, be ordered by théje worked in chains

- magistrate to hard labour in chains for any time not exceeding thirty days, and shall not exceeding 30
suffer such corporal punishment besides, a3 the magistrates’shall think fit to. direct, “¥*

And beitand it is hereby enacted and ordained, That every free person giving Clau& VII.
information to a magistrate of such slave or slaves beingso harboured or concealed Free perfons giving
as aforesaid, shall; on conviction of the offender, be entitled to receive from the the apove injorma:
public treasurer of this Island, the ‘sum of six pounds twelve shillings current money, to get 6/. 12s. if
by warrant under the hard and~seal of the magistrate to whom the information 1s @¥% t#att 34 6s.
given ; and every slave giving information as aforesaid, shall be also entitled to receive.
from the public treasurer the sum of three pounds six. shillings current money,
o be paid on conviction of the offender, by warrant under the hand and seal of
the magistrate to whom such information is given.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall be deemed a claut VII.
Public Act; and all judges, justices and Jurors are required to take notice thereof ThisA& declared ta
accordingly. be’a Public Ad,

 

:

An ACT for the better protection and for promoting the natural increase and
_ population of Slaves within the Island of Grenada, and such of the Grenadines .
as are atinexed to the government thereof, ‘for compelling an adequate pro-
vision for and care of them, as-well'-in sickness and old age as in health;
and for constituting and appointing Guardians to effectuate and carry into ‘
execution the regulationsand purposes‘of this Act. [9 Dec. 1797.]

WHEREAS the laws heretofore made for the. protection of slaves, and. for preamble.
slivers other of the benevolent purposes intended by this present Act, having been

226, temporary,

fonment for life, to’
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temporary, are expired; and humanity and the interest of the colony require that
the same, or other equally salutary and safficient regulations and provisions shoul d

be adopted and ordained, for rendering the servitude and labour of ‘slaves as limited
and easy as possible; and for promoting the natural increase’ of their population, "as
the most likely means of removing, in a course of time, the necessity of further
importations of slaves from Africa: And whereas these desirable ends cannot ‘be
nore effectually obtained than by compelling the owners and masters ofslaves. suf=
ficiently and properly to lodge, feed, clothe, and maintain them, as well during

health, and their capacity for labour, as in timeofsickness, old age, and infirmities,
by prescribing reasonable bounds to the power of masters and others having the
charge of slaves, by introducing them to the knowledge of the christian religion,
and affording them opportunity of improving in morality; and by constituting a
proper tribunal of guardianship, for the hearing, examination, and redress of their
grievances, and security of their rights and immunities hereby granted and esta.
blished ; May it therefore please the King’s most excellent Majesty, and that it-may
be enacted and ordained.

And be if and it is hereby enacted by his excellency Charles Green, esquire,
captain general, and governor in chief of the Island of Grenada, and the Grenadines
annexed to the government thereof, the honourable the members of the council, and
the representatives of the people of said Islands in general assembly convened, and
by the authority of the same, that immediately, and from time to time, and at all
times from and after the publication. of this Act, everyproprietor, .owner, or
possessor:of any plantation or estate, shafl provide for, and allow to, at least every
head of .a family of slaves, thereunto attached, one good. and comfortable house,
with one or more cabanes or beds to sleep upon, raised at least one foot from the
ground; and shail also allot and appoint for every slave (domestics excepted). above
thie agé of fourteen years, as, and for his or her proper ground, such a quantity or
portion ofthe land of the said plantation or estate, to which such slave: may be
attached, of or such other contiguous lands as shall be approved by’ the ‘guardians
ofslaves appointed in manner hereinafter mentioned, as sufficiently near and: con:
venient for such provision ground, as in the estimation of the guardians’ for that
parish wherein such plantation or estate shall be situate, or the majority of them,
shallbedeemed sufficient, when under proper cultivation, to produce such aquantity
of ground provisions, ‘as, swith thé ordinary allowance of salt provisions, of the
“quantity whereof such guardians are to judge, will be completely adequate to the
maintenance and support of’such slave; and shall allow every such stave, from
Noon, in some one day in every week, or one whole day in a fortnight, besides
Sunday (except in time of crop), ‘for the purpose of working and cultivating his or
her grounds; which said grounds, when once allotted, shall not be exchanged or
taken away from any such slaves, without his or her consent, by Lim or her expressed
to the guardians of such district or parish, whilst such slave shall remainon the
estate to which such land so allotted to him or ber belongs (except in manner and
upon the terms next hereinafter mentioned) ; that is to say, Provided always, that if
the person having the charge of any plantation or estate shall find it necessary or
expedient to change the provision grounds allotted to the slaves of such plantation or
estate; and such consent of the slaves shall not be expressed as aforesaid, it shall
and may be lawful for any such person. to allot other sufficient grounds for that
purpose, and. to call on the guardians of the district or parish to examine and
approve of the quantity, quality, and situation of such proposed new provision:

_ grounds; and if the said guardians, or a majority of them, shall approve of such

Claufe Th.
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new provision grounds, then and in every such case, from and after, the expiration
of twelve calendar months after such new allotment and approbation as aforesaid,
or such longer period, according to the season of the year, as the guardians shall
judge necessary to enable the slaves to put such newly allotted grounds into proper
cultivation, but not sooner or otherwise, it shall and may be lawful for any. such
person to take in, and put into cultivation, the grounds so first allotted for the use |
of the slaves, SO

And whereas there may be some estates, which from the nature of the soil, and
Particular situation, are not so proper for the cultivation of provisions; and were
the proprietors cr.possessors compelled to allot portions thereof to every slave, for
the purpose ofcultivating provisions completely adequate to his or her maintenance,
as hereinbefore. directed, it might be attended with ruinous consequences to such
estates," without answering the purposes thereby intended; BE it and it is hereby
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every proprietor, owner, or possessor of

226. = ~ "any
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any plantation or estate, which, in the judgment of the guardians, shall be so
circumstancedin. point of soil or situation, shall have it in his or her option or choice,
with the approbation of the guardians, either to make such allotments of land.
as aforesaid, as provision grounds for the maintenance of- the Slaves ‘attached
thereto, or to. give them a weekly allowance of provisions completely adequate to.
their. maintenance: Provided always, that there shall be at least one fortieth part
of an acre allotted to each slave, contiguous to the negro houses, for the purpose
of cultivating a garden for their sole use and benefit. .

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every such proprietor, owner,
or posséssor as aforesuid, shall annually allow and give to every ‘slave whom he
or she shall own, rent or possess, decent andsuflicient clothing, according to the
respective sex and age of such slave, to be approved of and directed by:the’ guar-
dians of the district wherein the plantation or estate to which such slavemay be
attached shall lie; and if any proprietor, owner, or possessor of any plantation or
estate, do or shail neglect or refuse to comply with or obey any of: the ‘provisions
of this clause, he she or they shall, for every such neglect. or refusal, ‘forfeit and
pay thesum of five pounds for every slave who shall notbe so clothedasherein
is directed, to be recovered, paid and applied in manner. hereinafter'prescribed..

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That inv all-cases, when‘slaves are
not attached to or resident on any plantation or estate, the proprietorsor.pussessors
of all and every of such slaves, shall provide: for and furnishsuch'slaves with
comfortable lodging, and ample provision -of wholesome food, and with deceut
clothing in every year, to be approved anddirected by: the! guardiansofthedistrict .
where such proprietor, or, in his or her absence, ‘his -orheracting attorney‘shall-be
resident, under the penalty last mentioned.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, in order to restrain arbitrary
punishments, That from and after the publication. of this.Actit shall ‘notbe'lawful
for any proprietor of a slave, or slaves, or for theattorneyof such roprietor, or in
his or her absence, nor for the manager, overseer, or other free persons having the
management or direction of such slave or slaves in the absenceof the proprietor,

_and where there is no attorney resident, to inflict, or cause. or. knowingly suffer to
be inflicted on any slave any corporal punishment, other than.imprisonmentina
proper and wholesome place of confinement, and whipping not to exceed thirty-
nine lashes at one time, and for any one offence or fault whichby him or herma
be committed; and that in all cases whea either the. proprietor is resident on the

 

  

estate, or, if absent, has an attorney resident thereon, it shall ‘notbe lawful. fo any
inanager, overseer, og free person employed under suchproprietor.orattorney, fo
inflict,or cause or knowingly suffer to be inflicted on any such slave any c poral
punishment, other than confinement. ina proper place, and whipping not'to exceed
twelve lashes at one time, and for any one offenceorfault by him or her committéd ;
mor shali any such proprietor, attorney, manager, overseer, orotherfreeperson as
aforesaid, inflict, or suffer to be inflicted such punishment, nor any other mimber of
dashes in the same day, nor until the delinquent has recovered from theeffects of.any
former punishment, under the penalty:of twenty ‘pounds -for. every such excess.or
tepetition of punishment, to be recovered against the person directing or permitting
the same: Provided always, that in a!l cases where the proprietor, or other person
having charge of any suchslave, shail conceive the fault. committed (although” by
law not cognizable by justices of the peace) to be of such enormity as to deserve
more exemplary punishment than is hereinbefore allowed to be inflicted, it shall
and may be lawful for him to cause.such offending slave to be carried beforé aiy
two justices of ‘the peace; and such justices are hereby authorized to hear and
examine into every such complaint, and to direct ‘such corporal punishment, not
extending to life‘or limb,asthe offence‘ shall in their discretion merit; after which
punishment, inflicted by order ofthe justices as aforesaid, no farther or‘other
punishment whatever shall be inflicted on such slave for that offence, by any

GRENADA.
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of twenty pounds. No further punish-
. ment to be inflicted for that offence. Penalty for the fame.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any proprietor, Clue VI. ;
attorney, manager, overseer or other freé person employed as aforesaid, do and fonatone ee
shail upon any pretence whatsoever, take upon himselfor herself to inflict, or cause nager, é&c, infiidting
to be inficted on such slave or slaves'as aforesaid, any heavier, -greater or other greater or other: +, punifhment than be-

kind fore defcribed,
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GRENADA,— kind of corporal punishment than those which are hereinbefore in that respect
" limited and prescribed, every such proprietor, attorney, manager, oversee or other

free person employed as aforesaid, shall and may tor every such oticnce be proceeded
against by presentment, information or indictment, in the same manner as if the
offence was comniitted against a free person; and if found guilty, sball be punished
by fine or imprisonment, or both, at the discretion of the court*wherein such offender

Proprietors commit- shall have been tried and convicted; and in very atrociouscases, when such offence
AGS of inkaects shall appear to have been accompanied with any aggravating circumstance ofacts of inbumanity ©. . : : 7 ¢ Spr 1and maihem on ‘Singular inhumanity or maihem, and the person so convicted shall be the proprietor
flaves, the guardians or owner of such slave or slaves, it shall and may be lawful for the justices of the
cpponteredtodifpof said court, and they are hereby required to order and adjudge such slaveorslaves

to be delivered to, and taken possession of by the guardians of the parish or district:
in which the plantation or estate to which such slave or slaves is or are attached, or
where such proprietor resides, to be by them iorthwith sold and disposed of to some
person of humane repute, for such price as the said guardians shall deem fair and
adequate, and can be procured for the same; and such guardians are hereby au-

Money arifing from thorized and required to sell the same, and the money arising theretrom to be
tothepomiewe forthwith paid to the proprietor ofsuch slaveor slaves so-sold as aforesaid: And

such sale shall be deemed competent and sufficient in law to-vest the absolute
property of such slave or slaves in the purchaser or purchasers thereof.

Claufe VIT. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall not be lawful
comeaiteal £0ve ork to or for the proprietor, owner or possessor of any plantation or estate, or any
before day break, er person or persons employed by or under such proprietor, owner or possessor, except,
alter fun fet, except in the act of manufacturing such species of produce as necessarily requires night.or _‘in making fugar,or camying grafs or Xtra labour, to compel or oblige any slave attached to or upon such plantation or
Hock-meat, under estate, to leave his or her house in order to work in the field or at his trade until
penalty of 104 Gay-break, or to work during the times of breakfasting and dining; for the first of

which, such slave shall be allowed one half hour in the morning, and for the latter,
two hours, to wit, from twelve o'clock at noon te two in the afternoon ; nor to
compel any such slaves to work after sun-set, except in the carrying of a bundle of

- grass or stock-meat from the field to the stable or other place where the-same is to
be consumed, under the penalty of ten pounds for every offence.

tafe VITE. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no master, owner orConers, &c. of asflaves not to difcard POSSessor of any slave or slaves, whether in. his or her own Tight, or as attorney,
themonaccount of guardian, trustee, or otherwise lowsoever, shall, under any pretence whatsoever,
eerade then bet discard or turn away any such slave or slaves being rendered incapable of labour or
every neceflary, and service, by reason of sickness or disorder, age or infirmity; but every such owner,
nor ater them ‘° master or possessor shall keep such slave or slaves upon his her or their respective

oo properties, and feed and provide them with wholesomé food and decent comfortable
cloathing and lodging and other necessuries, and‘ not suffer them for want thereof,

. to wander about at large and become a nuisance, and burthensome to othersFaarflforwhiteor for subsistence: And it shall and may be lawful for any white or free coloured
totake up fuch faves person to take up all such diseased or infirm slave or slaves who may be found goingfound wanderin a aboutat large as above mentioned, and tocarry him ber or them before any ufHis
before a magiffrate or Majesty's justices of the peace, or any of the guardians for the town or parish where
guardian. taken up; which justices of the peace or guardians shall, and he is hereby directed

to make immediate inquiry into the conduct of such owner, possessor, attorney or
| trustee; and if it shall appear to the said justice or guardian that the slaves going

Penaltyifowner,&c. about at large be owing to neglect or maltreatment from the owner, possessor,
volte attorney or trustee, he she or they so offending shall forfeit for every such offence
found offending. the sum of ten pounds current money, to be levied on their gouds and chattels, by

warrant under the band and seal of the Justice or guardian before whem convicted,
__.. one moiety to be paid to the person taking up the slave as aforesaid, and-the other

Owners to enter into moiety to be paid into the hands of the treasurer tor the public uses of. this govern-recognizance that . : . : ~tncke fave fhalt in Ment; and the owner, possessor, attorney or trustee shall forthwith enter ‘intojuture be well recognizance in the sum of fifty pounds, with two sufficient securities in’ the sum oftreated. ‘ep . , 's : :On refafil or neste, *eNtY-five pounds each, that the ‘slave shall in future be well treated, lodged, fed
the jufticeor ~ ’ aiid cloathed.; but in case of neglect or refusal to enter into recognizance as aforé-guardian to commit said, then it shall and may. be lawful for the justice or guardian’ to commit:thefuch flave to thecharge of the ‘cares slave to the charge of the cage-keeper of the nearest town. where taken up, to be
keeper, and owners, by him lodged and fed, for which he shall be entitled tu receive from the owner,
perdierh for feeding possessor, attorney or trustee, at the rate of half adollar per diem, recoverable on
and lodging (uch “his goods and chattels weekly, by warrant .under the band and seal of the justice orHow recoverchie,  841ian committing, until he shall have ewtered:into recognizance as aforesaid.

And
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And be. it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all masters and

mistresses, owners, .or.in their absence, managers and overscers of slaves, shall, as

much as.in. them lies, endeavour the instruction of their slaves in the. principles of|
“the Christian religion,.whereby to facilitate their conversion, and ‘shall do -their
utmost.cxertions to fit:them. for-baptism, and, as soon as conveniently can be, cause
to be baptized all such as they-can make sensible of a duty to God and the Christian

faith.; which.ceremony the clergymen of the respective parishes are to perform
gratis, and also to attend them ia sickness, when their spiritual aid may ‘be
required,

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That, upon every planta-
tion ‘or estate in thesé Islands, there shall, within four months from and after the

_ publication of this Act, be erécted and built a good and sufficient hospital, is proportion
to the: number of slaves on such plantation or estate, ina proper and healthy
situation ‘for the infirm and sick’ slaves, with proper attendants, into which all the
glaves’who shall be absent from theit work under any pretence of sickness, shall be
ordered and put by the manageror person having the charge of such plantation and

_ daves, who is heréby further required and directed to keep an hospital book, with
the names of the slaves80:admittéd, the dates of their admission, and also of their
‘distnission; or death ; atid if which ‘shall’ be insertéd by the surgeon, or other
medical attendant of thé said plantation, the natureof their complaints or diseases,

And-beit enacted by the ‘authority aforesaid, Tlat at the time limited and
appointed,or to be limitédor appointed, in any and every tax bill, for giving in a
listof‘texable Objects in’ every yéar, the owner, overseer, or manager of every.

plantation or estate shalt give in, on ‘Gath,a particularaccount ofall the births and
_ deaths‘of thé slaves of such plantation or estate, for the preceding year, ‘under the
petialtyof twenty pounds for ‘every omission, to be recovered'fromtheowner of
such plantation or-estate:Andif the not giving in onoath ‘such accounts, shall be
owing to'thetieglect-ofthemanager on‘ overseer of such plantation or estate, it shall
and ‘may be lawful for theowner orpéssessor of such plantationor estate, to stop
anddétain the perialty he‘or she-shall suffer by this law, outof the wages of such
manageroroverseer. ,

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That such account shall also contain
the causes of the. deaths’ Of such’slaves as ‘shall havedied during the preceding year,
tobe certified: by thé surgedn’or’principaliiedical attendant of such plantation ‘or
estate;to'the best ofhis‘knowlédge, judgment, apd belief. ; ”

. And in order that encouragement may be given.to. the. increase and, protection
efnegro infants, be it further enactedbythe authority aforesaid, That every female
slave, whoshall have six children living, shall be exempted from hard labour. ; and
the owner or pogsessor of;such female slaveshallbe.exempted from all taxes: for.
such femaleslaves;and adeductionshall be made for all such female slaves from
thetaxes ofsuch owner or possessors, by certificate of the person or peraons to. be
appointed by any tax bill to behereafterpassed, for taking the list of taxable objects
directed to the treasurerof this Island for thetime being; for whichpurpose proof
shall be given on oath, to, the satisfactionof such person orpersons, not only that the
requisitenumber of children, together with the mother, are living, -but also that the
mother is exempted from all kinds of hard labour, and is provided with the means
of an easy and comfortable maintenance.-

And_in: erder-te ~prevent-any “person from mutilating ‘or dismembering any slave
or slaves, be it further-enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That Hfany’ master,
mistress, .owner, possessor, or other person whatsoever, shall, at his her or their
own . will and. pleasure, or<his: her or their direction, or with bis -her or their.
knowledge,. sufferance, privity .or consent, mutilate or dismember, or cause
to:be: mutilated...or dismemberedany.slave -or slaves, he she or they shall
be liable-tobe. prosécuted:by. information’ or indictment, for every.such offence,
in;the Court.of King’s Bench and Grand Sessions, or any other court of similar

GRENADA.
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jisdiction: in these: Islands; .and- upon conviction, shall be punished by fine, |
“Rot.less.than one. handred,nor exceeding five hundred pounds, and imprisoi-—
ment not-exceeding twelvemonths, for eachand every slave so mutilated -or dis-
maeinbered ;and such ‘punishment is-declared to be without prejudice to any action
that can or may be brought atcommon law for recoveryof damages for or on account
ofthesame ;. and:in very atrocious.cases, where-the owner of such slave or slaves
sball be.convicted of such offence, the. justices of. the’court before’ whom such
offender shall-have been:tried-and.: convicted, are hereby empowered, in case they

220. . shall
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‘shall think'it necessary for the further protection of such.slave-or slaves, to declare
and adjudge him her er them free, and discharged of and from all inanner of
-servitude to such owners, to all intents and purposes whatsoever 3 and in all such
cases, the justices of such court are hereby authorized and empowered, if
to them it shall appear necessary, to order and direct the fine adjudged by them to
‘be paid into the hands of the treasurer of these islands to the use of the public ; the
treasurer for the time being, in consideration thereof, paying to such of the said slaves
-80 freed and discharged from servitude as afcresaid, the sum of ‘ten pounds per
-annum towards his her or their maintenance and support during life ; and in: case
-of any such mutilation or dismembering of any slave or slaves being committed as
-aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said guardians, or any one or
amore of them, upon complaint and application to him or them made by such slave
or slaves so mutilated, and they are hereby required, upen view and certainty of
the fact, to send such slave or slaves so mutilated forthwith to the nearest cage
where such offence shall have been committed; or if such complaint and informa-
tion that any slave or slaves is or are.so mutilated shall arise trom the probable
‘intelligence of any other Slave, or otherwise, to issue their or his warrant to any
constable, ordering him immediately to proceed to the place where such'slave or
slaves so mutilated may be, and bring him her or them, and: if underconfinement,
to release and bring him her or them before such guardian or guardians, who on
view and certainty of the fact as aforesaid, shall send such slave or slaves so muti-
lated, to the nearest cage as aforesaid ; which slave or slaves shall be there safely
keptby the cage-keeper, but not worked, at the public expense, until the determi.
nation of the prosecution, which the said guardians are hereby directed and required
to pursue and carry into effect against the perpetrators of the said mutilations, in
manner aforesaid; and the keeper of such cage is hereby required to receive such
slave .or slaves into his custody, and during such time as such slave or slaves, shall
be detained in the cage,.to provide and allow a sufficient quantity of proper food
daily for his her or their sustenance and support, at the expense of the person
offendingas aforesaid, and under the direction and approbation of the said guardians,
who are hereby authorized to issue their’ warrant for payment ef the same, to be
-levied on the goods and chattels of the offender. me

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That at the firstmeeting
ofthe Council and Assembly after the first day of January in the year of our Lord
one thousand seven hundred and ninety eight, and at the first meeting thereof
after the first day of January im each and every subsequent: year during the’
continuance of this Act, the House of Assembly. shall proceed to nominate and,
appoint, with the approbation and concurrence of the Council, three fit persons for
each parish, and for the island of Carriacov, and the other Grenadines, who shalt
serve as guardians of and to the slaves belonging tp the respective parishes, and the
Islands for which such: guardians shall be so nominated and appointed ; and also
three persons, being freeholders, resident in the town of Saint George. asguardians
of and to the slaves within the said towa; and the clerk of the Assembly shall
publish in the first gazette or public newspaper to-be printed after such nomina-
tion and appointment,thenames ofthe several guardians so appointed,
And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the guardians of Slaves herein-after-named and appointed, within’ ten days after the publication thereof, and allguardians of slaves within ten days after such notice of their appointment being' given as aforesaid, and before they proceed on the execution of their office, shallapply themselves to some justice of the peace, and before him take the followingoath:

“ I, A. B. do Swear, That I will diligently, truly, faithfully, and impar-
“ tially perform the office of a Guardian of Slaves, in the parish of

[or, the town of Saint George] for which I am appointed
this present year, and will not, for favour and affection, on any con-
sideration whatsoever, excuse any personor persons offending against
or neglecting his her or their duty, as enjoined by an Act, intituled,
An Actforthe better protection,and for promoting thenatural increase

“and population of Slaves within the Island of Grenada, and such of |
‘* the Grenadines as are annexed to the Government. thereof ;- for com-

pelling an adequate provision for and care of them, as well in sickness
and old age asin health; and for constituting and appointing Guardians“ to effectuate and carry into execution the regulations and purposes ofoo * this:
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‘¢ this Act;”nor will 1, for hatred, malice, ill-will or partiality, prosecute,
“ present or punish any. one, but in all things will comply with and
““ conform to the directions, orders and duty.‘enjoined me by the said
““ Act, according to the best of my understanding * skill, power, and jude-
“© ment. "So help me GO D.”

Which said oath every justice of the peace, on application to him for that purpose
-made bythe guardian, is hereby authorized and required to administer and transmit,
within ten days afterwards, .a certificate thereof, to befiledin the seeretary’s office:
“And if anyguardian so. nominated, and having¢ such notice of his nomination as

aforesaid, shall-refuse to act inhis said office, or shall neglect or refuse to be sworn
as aforesaid, or who‘being sworn and acting, shall neglect his duty, or abuse. the
powers bythis Act vestedin him, he shall for every such offence forfeit fifty pounds
-current money, to be recovered in the court of King’s Bench .and Grand Session,
by indictmentor information, to be paidinto thepublic treasury for the public uses
of the colony; and any person having served the office of guardian for one year shall
not be compelled or compellable to serve the same office again, until the expiration
-oftwoyears thereafter, andin the mean time, until such appointment -ofguardians
can be mace as ufor esaid.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That, for the town of St. George,—:
The honourable Alexander Cockburn, John Orr, and William Arnold,Esquites :
For the parish of St. George,—Thehonourable Alexander Scott, John-Ross,’ and°
Wilson P. Richardson, Esquires : For the parish of St. David,—The honourable
Samuel Mitchell, James Hay, and Henry Palmer, Esquires: For the parish of
St. Andrew,—Thomas Robertson, Isaac Horsford, and James Campbell, junior,

- Esquires: For the parish of S¢. Patrick, —John’ ‘Harvey, Nicholas Herbert, and
Alexander Fraser, squires: For the parish of S¢. Mark,—Alexancer-Campbell,
Gordon Turnbull, and William Sandback, Esquires: Fortheparish of S¢. Jokn,—
John Haye, James Mays, and Alexander Brander, Esquires:: For theIsland of

: Carriacou, ‘and the other Grenadines,—William Ar‘buthnot, Andrew. Whiteman,
and John Bell, Esquires, shall be and they are hereby appointed guardians of and
to the slaves within their respective districts, and shall take the same oath of office,
and actand discharge the duty of guardiansin thesame manner and under the same
penalty, ito be recovered and applied iin the same manner as if they were guardians
nominated.and appointedin manner prescribed by this Act.

And beit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That-it shall and may be
lawful to and for the said guardians, or any two of themin their respective districts,
and they are hereby authorized and required once in every six months, (except ‘the
guardians. hereinbefore named and appointed, who ‘are hereby authorized and
required within the first three months), and at all ‘other times when any complaint
or information shall appear to render their presence necessary, to visit the several
-estates and plantations within their respective. districts, and to hear and enquire into
the complaints, andenquire into and inspect the grounds, clothing, lodging, main-
tenance, and treatment of the slaves within their respectivedistricts, and “into the
state and condition of- furniture and conveniences of the hospital; and for a more

_ effectual discovery of the truths with respect to the cloathing, lodging, feeding.and
maintenance of the Slaves, as well in sickness as in headth, shall” examine the

i
manager and principal overseer, and the surgeon or medical attendant on such
estate or plantation, and all other persons likely to be‘able to give testimony, if
from any suspicious circumstances or circumstance it shall appear. ‘necessary to a

_ majority of the said guardians, ‘touching the same, after having first administered
- to such manager, principal overseer, or ‘other free person, an ca2th of the following
tenor:

“I, 4. B. will true answer make ‘to all such questions as shall be put to me,
‘* touchingthe numbers, ages, cloathing, feeding, maintenance, and treat-
‘* ment.ot the Slavesupon aud belonging to:the esiate of
.“ Ter, within the town ofSt. George}. » So. help me GOD.”

Andif.any manager, principal overseer, or other white-or free person, ‘shall refuse

to besworn, or when sworn, toanswer such questions as shall be putito him relative
to the several mattersmentionedjinthe saidoath, he shall forfeit fifty pounds, to be
recoverediin the mannerhereinafter mentioned, ‘and to be paid into the treasury, for
the public uses ofthe colony;Andin case of.the wilful and corrupt perjury of any

such
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, GRENADA. such white or free person, he shall and may be prosecuted by presentment, indict.
—— ="ent or information, and be punished as in cases of wilful and corrupt perjury at

common law; and if, on enquiry into the complaintorcomplaints made by any of
the slaves of any estate, plantation or tows, or on view, or from the examination
of the manager, principal overseer, or such other white or free persons or otherwise,
it shall appear to the said guardians in their. respective districts, orany two of them,

“that any offence hath been committed against this Act, then and in every such case
they are hereby authorized and strictly required, without delay, by all or some of
the ways and means ‘hereby in that respect provided, to sue and prosecute the
offender andoffenders:for the recovery of such penalty or penalties, or to such
punishment or punishments asis or are by this Act annexed to the offence or offences
by himor them committed ; and all suits and prosecutions carried on by or in the
-nemes of the said guardians, any one or more of them, with, the approbation of
two of them at least, shall.be maintained by the public, and the expenses attending-

the same defrayed out of the public treasury.

‘Chanfe XIX. And whereas the manumitting and setting free slaves, deceased, blind, aged or
‘Perions many- otherwise disabled rom working, without making provision for their sustenance andmitting flaves to pay £, ¥

aool. in the public comfort, ought to be prevented, as it obliges them to ramble about and beg for
-treatury. subsistence, which frequently compels them to the necessity of robbing and stealing,

and leads them to other bad practices to support themselves :

And whereas it is also necessary to discourage the too frequent and indiscriminate
manumnission of slaves, without a suflicient provision being made for their support;
BE it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the publication
of this Act, it shall not be lawful for any person or persons to manumit or set free
any slave or slaves belonging to him her or them, without first paying in to the
treasurer of these Islands for the time being, the sum of one hundred pounds current
money, for each and every slave so manumitted; and the treasurer is hereby
directed and required to certify on the back of the manumission, that sech sum has
been to him paid; and no manumission executed after the publication. of this Act,
without such certificate, shall be of any force or validity whatsoever.

‘Clauke XX. And be it enacted by the zuthority aforesaid, That each and every. person so
tmanumitted, shall be entitled to receive an annuity of ten pounds, cerrent money,
to be paid by the treasurer, one moiety every six months, who is hereby authorized
and required to pay the same for and during the natural life of such person or persons

_ 80 manumitted, and set free-as aforesaid. so
Claufe XX1. , And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in-case apy person or ‘|

persons so manumitted as aforesaid, shall be absent from this government, he she
or they shall be entitled to receive such arinuity as aforesaid, upon transmitting or
producing to the treasurer of these islands, a certificate from the rector of the parish
where such’ person or persons may actually reside, or from any of His Majesty’s |
justices of the peace in such parish, island, or place, of him her or them, being |
then alive, and conducting or behaving bim her or themselves as peaceable and
good subjects, and such certificate shall be.a sufficient warrant to the treasurer for
the time being to pay the annuity, or arrears of annuity as aforesaid.

Claute XXH. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in cases of any heinous crime,
Penalty onperfons misdemeanor, or-other disorderly conduct of any such person or persons so manu-convictedof any Witted and set free, on conviction thereof, on the oath of one or more credibleheinous offence or witness or’ witnesses, before any three of His Majesty's justices of the peace, such
diorderly conduct. Person‘orpersons so offending shall forfeit to His Majesty, his heirs and successors,

the whole ‘of such annuity, or-so much thereof as the saidjustices in their judgment
‘may think proper, in proportion to the heinousness of the offence committed ; such
forteiture to be applied to the public uses of this government.

Claufe XXIII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if anyperson or
Perfons whofe ufual. persons, whose usual residence has been in this government, shall at any time afterrefidence has buen in + gt ~ oye | 3 | ia
this government and the.publication of this Act, be manumitted or set free by any deed of manumission,obtaming a manu- executed in any other place than within this government, such manumission shall“mi in | t : “a2 . :monemedvoid, be and is hereby declared to be null and void in this government, to all intents: and
untilthe famof roo. purposes whatsoever, any law custom or usage to the contrary in anywise not-
Laaerntyinto the withstanding, until the sum of one hundred pounds be by each and every such
troafary. - person so manumitted, paid into the hands of the treasurer as aforesaid, which

. shal
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shall entitle the person paying the same to receive the annual sum of ten pounds,
as hereinbefore mentioned.

”

~ And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all penalties and forfeitures
in this Act mentioned, the recovery and application whereof have not already been
declared, shall be recovered in the said court of Common Pleas, by action of debt,
pill, plaint, or information, and paid into the hands of the public treasurer for the
public uses of this colony.

Andbeit enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any guardian’ of slaves
shall be sued or molested for any thing done by virtue of this Act, he shall and
may plead the general issue, and give this Act and the special matter in evidence :
And if the plaintiff be nonsuited or discontinues his action, or a verdict be found
against him, he shall pay treble costs of suit: And this Act shall be deemed a
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Public Act; and all judges, justices, and jurors, are to take notice thereof accord- _
ingly, without specially pleading the same.

Andbe it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall be and remain
‘jn force from the publication thereof, for and during theterm of two years thereafter,
and until some further or other provision shall be made by the’ Legislature for the
purposes of this Act.

. *,* The 20th, 21st, and 22d Clauses of this Act, as well’as a part of
the 23d, have been repealed by an Act of the Legislature of the
25th October 1806. ,

 

- Aw ACT to repeal so much of‘an Act, commonly called “The Guardian Act,”
as gives an annuity of Ten Pounds to any Slave manumitted, according to the
direction of that Act; and for certain other purposes. [25 October 1806.]

V¥ HEREAS by the twentieth clause of a certain Act of this Island, intituled,
“ An Act for the. better protection and for promoting the natural increase and
population of slaves within the Island of Grenada, and such of the Grenadines as
are annexed to the government thereof, for compelling an adequate provision for
and care of them, as well in sickness and old age as in health, and for constituting
and appointing guardians to perpetuate and carry into execution the regulations
and purposes of this Act ;” it is enacted, That each and every slave somanumitted
shall be entitled to receive an annuity of ten pounds current money, to be paid by
_the treasurer, one moiety every six months, who is thereby authorized and required
to pay the same for and during the natural lite of such person or persons so manu-
mitted and set free as aforesaid: BE it enacted by his excellency Frederick Maitland,

_ governor and commander in chief in and over the Island of Grenada, and such of
the Islands commonly called The Grenadines, to the southward of the Island of
Carriacou, including that Island, the members of His Majesty’s council, and the
representatives of the people of the said Islands in general assembly convened;
and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That the aforesaid twentieth
clause, and also the twenty-first clause of the ‘said act, and also so much of the
twenty-third clause of the said Act, as entitles the person paying the sum of one
hundred pounds, as in the said last-mentioned clause is mentioned, to receive the
annual sum of ten pounds as thereinbefore mentioned, shall be and are hereby
declared to be repealed, null and void to all intents and purposes. whatsoever:
Provided always, that. nothing herein ~contained shall be construed to deprive any
person or persons who have already paid into the said treasurer’s hands the sum
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of one hundred pounds as required by the said Act, of the annuity to which he or
she or they are hereby declared entitled.

And be it further enacted by’the authority aforesaid, That every owner manu-
mitting his or her slave shall pay to the treasurer of these Islands the sum of one
hundred pounds current money, for each and every slave so manumitted, in manner
required by the aforesaid Act; andno manumission that has been given since the
Passing and publication of the aforesaid Act, nor that shall hereafter be given by

226. any
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GRENADA. any owner to any such slave, shall be admitted as evidence in any court, of his or
~~_her freedom,unlessthere shall be a certificate by the treasurer aforesaid on guch ~
untileter of manumission ofthe aforesaid sum of one hundred pounds having been paid, and the
entered. on the ma- Same Manumission shall have been duly recorded in the register office of this Island,
numiffion, and recorded in the regifter’s office. ;

Claufe 1II. And be it.further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no other evidence of
No other evidence of the freedom of any person pretending to have obtained such, since the ninth day of ..
freedom will be ‘ J
received unlefs by December one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, shall be received in any
fuch certified manu- court other than such manumission so certified by the treasurer as aforesaid, or in

TfiO von there, case of such manumission being lost, a copy thereof from the said register’s office.
gifters office, if the original is loft. °

‘Claufe IV. And be it further enacted, That this shall be taken and deemed to be a Public
Deemed a Public Act. .
Act.

Passed the Council, this fifteenth day of August, in the year of our Lord one '
thousand eight hundred and six. .

(Signed) Owsley Rowley, Dep. Clerk of the Council.

Passed the Assembly, this twenty-third of October, one thousand eight hundred
and six. .

(Signed) Richard T. Wise, Clerk of the Assembly.

Dated at Grenada, this twenty-fifth day of October, one thousand eight hundred
and six. ,

(Signed) John Ross, Speaker.

_ Assented to by his Excellency the Governor and Commander in Chief, this
twenty-fifth day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred

: and six.
Owsley Rowley, Dep. Clerk of the Council.

Duly proclaimed at the town of St. George, in the Island of Grenada, thisor

twenty-seventh day of October, one thousand eight hundred and six.

(Signed) John White, Dep. Prov. Mayr.

(Signed) Frederick (4. ut. 8.) Maitiand.
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Aw ACT to repeal “ An Act for the better order and government of the

Negroes belonging to the several Negro Towns, and for preventing them

from purchasing of Slaves ; and for encouraging the said Negroes to go in

pursuit of runaway Slaves, and for other purposes therein mentioned ;”

and for giving the Maroon Negroes further protection and security; for

altering the mode of trial, and for other purposes.
[oth December 1791.]

WHEREAS an Act of the governor, council and assembly of this Island, intituled, Preamble.

“ An Act for the better order and government of the negroes belonging to the several

negro towns, and for preventing them from purchasing of slaves ; and for encouraging

the said negroes to go in pursuit of ranaway slaves, and for other purposes therein

mentioned,” is found to be insufficient, and not to answer the purposes thereby

intended, we therefore your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the assembly of this

your Majesty's Island of Jamaica, do most humbly beseech your Majesty, that it may

be enacted, be it therefore enacted by the lieutenaat-governor, council and assembly

of this your said Island of Jamaica, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the

authority of the same, That the said herein before-mentioned Act be, and the same Repeal of recited

is hereby repealed, annulled and made void, to all intents and purposes; any thing Act.

in the said herein before-mentioned Act to the contrary thereof in anywise not-

withstanding.

2. And whereas disorders frequently happen among the maroon negroes, for want

of authority in the superintendent, and in the chief or other commanding officer of

the said negroes, and because they.are not vested with legal power to punish them;

and it being necessary for the retaining those negroes in their duty and obedience,

that an exact discipline should be observed, that all disorders tumults and disturb-

ances among them may be suppressed. on their first appearance, and the authors and

abettors of them be brought to speedy punishment; be it enacted by the authority If maroons are dis-

aforesaid, That from and after the passing of this Act, every negro resident in or obedient, excite or

belonging,to any of the maroon negro towns, who shall disobey the governors aepart tumolts,

orders, or the orders of the commander in chief for the time being, or excite others leave, or-slay out

to ‘do the same, or who shall disobey the orders of the superintendent, and the chief longer than per-

or commanding negro officers under him, or excite others to do the same, or shal] mitted, they are to

excite, cause of join in any disorder tumult or disturbance, tending to break the vealeheaaper

peace and good order of the said towns, or any of them, or who shall depart there- intendent and negro

from without leave of the superintendent or his assistant, in writing, or who having officers.

had leave, shall continue absent therefrom without sufficient cause, after the expira-

tion of such leave, shall be tried for such offences by the superintendent and four

negro officers of the said town (of whom the negro commanding officer shall be one)

in a court to be held by the said superintendent and negro officers, and being found

guilty thereof, shall suffer such punishment as by them shall be adjudgedto’be
inflicted on the offender or offenders, such punishment not extending to life, limb, .or

transportation.

3. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the governor or Governor to grant.

commander in chief for the time being, shall, by virtue of this Act, have full power general commis-
and authority to grant a general commission to the superintendent residing in or Son Te

belonging to each of the negro towns, for calling and bulding such courts, ia order to ,

try and’ punish such offender or offenders as aforesaid; and the said superintendent Is They are to report
hereby directed to report the proccedings of such courts martial to the governor or proceedings tohim.
commanding officer for the time being, withinthirty days thereafter, under a penalty

of twenty pounds for each neglect.

4. And whereas it may happen that the superintendent and negro officers of the If superintendents

maroon towns shall neglect their duty therein, cr be guilty of improper favour or ° Régrofficers’

partiality towards the offender or offenders to be tried and punished by them, be it are neglectful or to
further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the commander in chief for the tinebe tried bya court

beingshall also by virtue of this Act, have full power and authority to cause such martial.

superintendent and negro officers to be tried for such neglect or partiality by a court

226, martial,
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martial, to be appointed by him the said commander in chief, in any manner he may
think proper, and whenever he may see occasion for the same;provided pevertheless,
that the punishment to be inflicted in consequence of the sentence of such court martial,
shall not extend further than to imprisonment for six months, or loss of commission.

5. And whereas it is necessary to declare how and in what manner maroon negroes
shall be tried for any crimes which they may hereafter commit, be it enacted by the au-
thority aforesaid, Thatfrom and after the passingof this Act, upon complaint madeonoath
to anyjustice of the peace, of any felony, burglary, robbery, burning of houses or cane-
pieces, rebellious conspiracies, compassingor imagining the death of any white person
or persons, enticing away or harbouring any runaway slaves, trespasses or assaults,
or any other offence whatsoever committed by any maroon negro or negroes, such
justice shall issue out his warrant for apprehending such offender or offenders, and
for all persons to be brought before him, or any other justice of the peace, that can
give evidence; and the evidence of slaves against maroon negroes, in this and all other
cases, shall be received; and if, upon examination, it appears to the justice before
whom the same is taken, that there are good grounds for bringing to a public trial
the maroon negro or negroes so apprehended, such justice shall thereupon issue his
warrant for committing him her or them to prison, unless the offence be bailable,
and good and sufficient security be given before such justice for the appearance of
such maroon negro or negroes at the place where the quarter sessions are usually
held; and, where there are no quarter sessions held, at the place where the parochial
business is usually transacted; and shall, at the same time, bind over the witnesses to
appear and give evidence against such maroon negro or negroes; and such justice
shall thereupon certify to two other justices of the peace the cause of such commit-
ment, or security being given before him as aforesaid, and require them by virtue of
this Act to associate themselves to him; which such justices are hereby severally
required to do, under the penalty of twenty pounds for every neglect or refusal; and
the said justices, so associated, shall issue out their warrant to summon fifteen persons,
such as are usually warned and impannelied to serve on juries, personally to be and
appear before the said justices at the day and place aforesaid, to be expressed in such
warrant, and between the hours of eight and twelve in the forenoon (provided there
be at least ten days between the day on which the complaint was made and the day
of trial;} when and where the said persons so summoned, are hereby required
severally to attend, under the penalty of five pounds, and when and where the said
justices shall cause the said maroon negro or negroes, so complained of, to be brought
before them; and thereupon the first twelve of the said persons, so summoned.as
aforesaid, who shall appear, shall compose a jury to try the said maroon negro or
negroes, and shall by the said justices be sworn to try the matter before them, and to
give a true verdict according to evidence: and, the charge or accusation being read,
which shall be deemed valid if sufficient in substance, if the said jurors. shall, upon
hearing the evidence, unanimously find the said maroon negro or negroes guilty of
the offence wherewith he she or they stand charged, the said justices shall give sen-
tence of death without benefit of clergy, or transportation, or public whipping, or
confinement to hard labour for a limited time not exceeding twelve months, according
to law, and shall cause such sentence to be carried into execution at such time and
place as they shall think proper, womenwith child only excepted, whose execution
shall be respited until a reasonable time after delivery: provided always, that in all
cases where sentence of death or transportation shall be passed (excepting for rebel-
lious conspiracies,) execution shall be respited until the pleasure of the commander
in chief shall be signified thereon; and the said justices are hereby empowered to
respite the execution of any sentence whatever, until the pleasure of the commander
in chief shall in like manner be signified, in case proper cause shall appear to them
for so doing.

6. And be it further enacted, That no challenge of any of the said jurors, unless
reason be assigned, which reason the court shall determine whether to admit or reject,
and no exception to the form of the charge or indictment, shall be allowed : and that’
in all cases where the punishment of death is inflicted, the execution shall be per-
formed in a public part of the parish, and with due solemnity; and care shall be
taken by the gaoler or deputy-marshal that the criminal is {ree from intoxication at
the time of his trial, and from thence to and at the time of his execution, under the
penalty of five pounds; and the mode of such execution shall be hanging by the
neck, and no other, and the body shall be afterwards disposed of in such manner

as



THE TREATMENT OF SLAVES. 79

as the court shall direct: and provided also, that where several maroon negroes are
capitally convicted for the same offence, one only shall suffer death, except in cases
of murder or rebellion.

7, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases where
the punishment is confinement to hard labour for a limited time in any public
workhouse, it shall not be lawful for the superintendent or overseer of such workhouse
to cause a maroon negro to be chained to a slave, but that he shall cause him to be
confined to work within doors, with other free negroes.

8. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any maroon
negro or negroes, or slave or slaves, shall wilfully, and with evil intent, give false
evidence, on any trial had under this Act, such maroon negro or negroes, or such
slave or slaves, being thereof convicted, shall suffer such punishment as the court
shall think proper to inflict.

g. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That a record shall be
entered up of all proceedings on the trial of maroon negroes, in a book kept for that
purpose by the clerk of the peace for the parish or precinct where the trial was, or his
lawful deputy ; who is hereby obliged to attend all such trials, and to record the pro-
ceedings within five days after such trial, and to deliver an attested copy thereof to the
superintendent, in order that the same may be forwarded to the commander in chief
for the time being, under the penalty of twenty pounds for each neglect; and he shall
be entitled to receive, from the churchwarden of such parish, the sum of five pounds,
and no more, for attendingeach trial, entering up the record, delivering an attested
copy thereof, and all other business incidental thereto: and further, that the deputy-
marshal for the said parish or precinct, or some proper person acting under him, to
be approved of by the presiding justices, shall also be obliged to attend such trial,
under the same penalty of twenty pounds for each neglect, to be levied on the goods.
and chattels ofthe said deputy-marshal ; and that he shall be entitled to receive from
the churchwardens of such parish, five pounds, for attending at the trial and exe-
cution of such offenders as shall be condemned to die or to be publicly whipped :
provided always nevertheless, that in all cases where any maroon negro or negroes,
shall be apprehended and brought before a justice of the peace, ona complaint made
before him, on oath, of any crime or offence committed by such maroon negro. or
negroes, and, after examination taken before him respecting the same, if the super-
intendent of the maroon town, to which such maroon negro or negroes shall belong,
shall make application to such justice to have such offender or offenders tried in the
principal town of the county in which such crime or offence shall be committed; or
in case such justice of the peace before whom such offender or offenders shall be
brought, shall himself think it proper to have such maroon negro or negroes tried in
such county town as aforesaid, then, or in either of the said cases, it shall and may
be lawful for such justice to take good and sufficient security for the appearance of
such offender or offenders at the court-house of such county town as aforesaid, on
such day as justice shall appoint, not exceeding one calendar month from the time
of taking such security, then and there to take his trial before a jury of twelve men of
the parish or precinct in which such county town shall be situate; which jury shall
be summoned, and which trial shall be proceeded on, in such and the samemanner
as is hereinbefore directed in respect to trials of any maroon negro or negroes for
crimes or offences, to be tried in the parishes in which such maroon town or towns
are situated as aforesaid ; and the witnesses shall, in like manner, give security then
and there to appear, prosecute and give evidence, against such offender or offenders;
and in case sufficient security shall not be given for such the appearance of the
offender or offenders, witness or Witnesses, it shall be lawful for such justice, and heis hereby required, to commit to the gaol of the county where such crime or offence
shall be committed, all and every such maroon negro or negroes, witness or witnesses;
and the said justice is hereby required. immediately afterwards to transmit the pro-
ceedings so had before him to the clerk of the peace of such county town as afore-
said, that he may be enabled to prosecute according to law; any thing in this Act
to the contrary hereof in anywise notwithstanding : provided also, that the expensesof such trials in such county towns as aforesaid, shall be borne by the Island atlarge, and paid by the receiver general out of any monies in his hands unap-propriated.
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10. And whereas ithas been found by experience, thata large*concourse of slaves -

belonging to differentplantations is dangerous, and that nightly, meetings-tend much —
to injure the health of negroes; be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That if any superintendent, or, in his absence, anynegro maroon officer, having the-
command of any negro town, shail knowingly suffer and permit a large concourse of
slaves in the day-time of nightly meetings of slaves, in the said town or settlements
belonging thereto, and shall not make every exertionin his power to prevent the
same, the said superintendent or negro maroon officer, shall, upon complaint thereof:

. to the commander in chief, by any twojustices of the peace for the precinct in which
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such negro town is included, be tried by a court martial, to be’ appointed by. the
commander in chief; and, ifconvicted of the offence, suchsuperintendentermaroon

negro officer shall be broke, and another appointed in his place by the conrmanderin
chief: provided always that nothing hereim contained shall be construed to prevent.
the maroon negroes from having dances among themselves in the night, or even with
a small number of the slaves of neighbouring plantations, provided it be between

-sun-rise and sun-set: and provided nevertheless, that the information shall be given
to the commander in chief, on oath, and within ten daysafter. such unlawful
meeting.'

- “21, And whereas several of the maroon negroes have frequently endeavoured to
créate factions and disputes among some of the slaves belonging to different planta-
tions, and to persuade and entice others to run away from their owners, contrary to
the articles upon which they surrendered; be it further enacted. by the authority
aforesaid, That any of the negroes, belonging to any of the negro towns in this Island,
who shall entice or persuade any slave or slaves to run away from their several. and
respective owners, or receive and harbour any runaway slaves, and be thereof
convicted in manner and form as aforesaid, shall be transported off this Island.

12. And whereas several of the negroes belongingto the negro towns have
frequently left their several towns, and continued absent from them a considerable
time, without the leave of their commanding officer, or, having had such leave, have
not returned in the time prescribed to them, but have rambled about in the several|
parishes of this Island, and beenharboured and concealed in divers places; for
prevention of which, be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after
the passing of this Act, every negro, belonging to any of the negro towns, who shall
absent himself or herself from the town to whichhe or she belongs, without leave
of the stperintendent or his assistant in writing, or. who, having had leave, shall’
continue absent therefrom for the space of seven days after the expiration of such
leave, upon complaint thereof made on oath to any magistrate of the parish where
he or she shall happen to be at that time, shall be committed to the marshal of the

* parish or precinct where he or she shall be taken, and shall be sent (at the expense
of the country) by him, under a penalty of twenty pounds, to the negro maroon
town to which he or she shall belong, inorder to be brought to trial for such offence
in manner and form as aforesaid. oo ; 7

13. And whereas some of the negroes, formerly in rebellion, have purchased
slaves; and it is apprehended, that more slaves may be bought by them, which may
be of ill consequenceto this Island, if not prevented; be it therefore enacted by the
authority aforesaid, That no negro, belonging to any of the negro towns in this
Island, shall purchase or buy any slave or slaves whatsoever, under the penalty of.
forfeiting such slave or slaves to his Majesty.; and if any merchant, factor or other
person whatsoever, shall knowingly sell or give any slave or slaves to any negro
belonging to. either of the negro towns in this Island, or to any other person in trust
for or to the use of the aforesaid negroes, every such merchant, factor or other
person shall, for every negro so sold or given, forfeit the sum of one hundred
pounds; and. every persou who shall purchase or be concerned in the purchase of
any slave or slaves, in trust for any of the said negroes belonging to the said negro
towns, shall forfeit the like sum of one hundred pounds. -

14. And be it further enactedbythe authority aforesaid, That the superintendent
of each and every the negro towns in this Island shall, as often as he sends out any
party on duty, give his orders in writing to the-commanding officer of such party,
specifying at whose request suchpartyisordered out, the names-of the officers and
men composing such party, and the tinie when such party is to return; and that, on -
the return of such party, the superintendent in the town fromwhence such party was |

sent.
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gent out, shall and he is hereby obliged to make oath, on the back of such order or
erders, that the service on which such party or parties were seut out, was duly
performed, or as the circumstances of the case may happen to be; which oath any

wnagistrate is hereby authorized and empowered to administer: provided always,
that no superintendent shall order any party to remain out at any time exceeding
twenty days.

15. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That a reward, not exceeding
forty shillings, besides mile money, shall be paid for every runaway negro or other
slave taken by them while on party; and a reward, not exceeding twenty shillings,
for every runaway taken by a maroon or maroons when not on party; which rewards.
shail be adjudged by any magistrate; and if the owner or owners, or person having
the charge of such runaway negro or other slave so taken by a maroon or maroons,
shall refuse to pay the reward and mile money so adjudged, any magistrate is hereby
authorized and directed, under a penalty of twenty pounds, on complaint thereof
being made on oath by the superintendent of the town to which such maroon or
maroons shall belong, to issue a distress warrant, directed to the constable of the
precinct, to levy on the goods and chattels of the owner or owners of such runaway
negro or other slave; any law custom or usage to the contrary in any wise notwith-

standing: provided always, that no maroon shall be entitled to receive more
oney than one shilling per mile for the first five miles, and sixpence for every mile
exceeding that, either to the next workhouse, or to the proprietor’s house next
adjoining the spot where he took up the negro or other slave.

16. And whereas it often happens, that maroon negroes are hired or employed
by white people, and find great difficulty in recovering their just demands, for want
of sufficient legal evidence; for remedy whereof, be it further enacted by the
authority aforesaid, That from and after the first day of March next, it shall not be
lawful for any white person or persons whomsoever, to hire work or employ in his
her or their service, in any capacity whatsoever, any maroon negro or negroes,
without first entering into a written agreement with such maroon or maroons, two
parts of which shall be signed by both parties, or their mark or marks affixed
thereto; and such agreement to be signed and subscribed by one credible white
person as witness, one of which shall be delivered to the maroon negro or negroes,
and the other kept by the person or persons so hiring or employing him her or
them; and in case any maroon negro or negroes, hired or employed by. any white
person or persons, shall, from and after the said first day of March next, be found
in such employ without such written agreement, such white person or persons shall
forfeit the sum of twenty pounds.

17. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all debts due to or
from maroon negroes, shall be determined by two magistrates in as summary a
manner as is directed by the one hundred and eleventh Act of this Island, to decide
all differences between masters and servants.

18. And whereas it is proper and necessary that maroon. negroes should be pro-
tected in their persons against the violence of evil disposed white persons and free
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persons of colour, be it therefore enacted, That from and after the passing of If white or free
this Act, any person or persons whatsoever that shall whip, beat, bruise, wound
or ill treat any maroon negro or negroes, shall be liable to a prosecution by
indictment for the same, at the court of guarter sessions of the parish or precinct
where the offence happens; and upon being thereof legally convicted, he she or
they shall suffer such punishment by fine or imprisonment, ov both, as such
court shall think proper to inflict, any law custom or usage to the contrary*
notwithstanding.

19. And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the superintendent
of cach and every of the negro towns shall, once in every three months during the
continuance of this Act, make a return on oath to the governor or commander in
chief for the time. being, of the number of negroes residing in each of their
respective towns, setting forth particularly the number of nen capable of bearing
arms, as also those unfit for duty, the number of women and children, their
micrease and decrease, the condition of the house in which such superintendent
resides, together with the condition of the roads leading from the negro towns to the
settlements,
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20. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the superintendent
of each and every of the negro towns shall actually reside in the town of which he
is superintendent; and that on no pretence whatsoever he be absent therefrom for a
longer time than a fortnight, without leave of the governor or commander in chief
for the time being.

21. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if the superin-
tendent of a negro town shall neglect his duty, by not making a return as aforesaid,
or by absenting himself without leave as aforesaid, he shall be subject for such
offence to be tried-by a court martial, to be appointed by the governor or com-
mander in chief for the time being, and if found guilty thereof, shall be broke, and
another person appointed in his place.

22. And whereas the roads leading to many of the negro towns are great part of
the year very bad, and sometimes almost impassable, be it enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That the negroes belonging to each of the negro towns shall, once every
year, repair the roads leading to their respective towns and settlements, when they
shall be so ordered by their superintendent; and as an encouragement to the said
negroes to amend and keep the said roads in repair, the receiver-general for the
time being shall pay to each negro man belonging to the said towns, who shall be
employed in making and repairing the roads leading to the said towns, three ryals per
day, oath being first made by the superintendent, of the number of negroes actually
employed, and the time they worked on the said road: provided always, that such
pay do not exceed the sum of fifty pounds to each negro’town in each year.

23. And whereas the sending out parties of negroes belonging to the several
negro towns, to scour the woods, and take up runaway slaves, will be of great ease
and advantage to the planters and white inhabitants of the island; be it enacted by
the authority aforesaid, That as an encouragement to the said parties to be diligent
in the said service, there shall be paid by the receiver-general for the time being, to
the officer among the negroes in each party in the rank of a captain, two shillings and
sixpence per day ; for lieutenant, one shilling and three pence per day; and every
common man, one ryal per day, when on actual duty, and no longer; and that
each party ordered out shall be supplied with a proportionable quantity of provision,
and ammunition requisite for the service they shall be sent on, by the superintendent
of the town sending out such party; the amount of which attested on oath, shall be
paid by the receiver-general for the time being to such superintendent: provided
always, that no party shall consist of more than twelve men, including officers, except
on particular occasions.

24. And whereas the number of maroon negroes hath of late years greatly
increased ; in consequence of which increase, the lands granted to them will soon be
unable to provide for their support and maintenance ; be it enacted by the authority
aforesaid, ‘That it shall be lawful forany maroon negro or negroes to appear in person
berore the justices of their precinct, at the time they shall preside at any of the courts
of quarter sessions, and there and then publicly and solemnly to declare that he
she or they are desirous and willing to give up any right he she or they may have
to any part of the lands which have been granted to the marcon negroes, and
that he she or they are desirous and willing to reside in any other part of the Island,
except in any of the maroon towns.

25. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in consequence
of such public and solemn declaration as aforesaid, the said justices shall be.
authorized and empowered to cause a record thereof to be entered in the books
of the clerk of the peace ofthe said precinct; a copy ofwhich record the said justices
are hereby directed under a penalty of twenty pounds, to deliver to the said maroon
negro or negroes, under their hand and seal, and attested by the clerk of the peace,
‘whoshall only be entitled to a fee of five shillings.

26. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every such person
having made such a declaration, and- being possessed of the copy of such a’record
as aforesaid, shall be entitled to every right and privilege of a free person of colour,
and shall no longer be subject to the command or controul of any superintendent
or maroon officer in the Island ; any law custom or usage to the contrary thereof in
anywise notwithstanding: provided always, that in case such person a male, be of

age,
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ave, and if that he shall, within twenty days after such declaration, cause himself to

be enrolled in the militia of the precinct wherein he intends to reside.

a7, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act be read

and explained once every three months, by the superintendent residing in each of the

negro towns, to the negroes therein.

28. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the complainant
and complainants, defendant and defendants, and all and every person or persons,

bound or warned to serve as jurors, or summoned as witnesses by virtue of this Act,
shall be protected in their persons from all mesne and judicial process, in their going

to, attending at, and returning from the said trial.

29. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case of a
sentence for transportation, the justices presiding at the trial shall order the offender
or offenders to be transported off this Island by the receiver-general for the time
being, and sold; and the money arising from such transportation and sale to be to
our sovereign lord the King, his heirs-and successors, tor and towards the support
of the government of this Island, and the contingent charges thereof: and in case
such offender so transported, shall return to this Island, and be thereof convicted,
such offender shall suffer death without benefit of clergy.

go. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all penalties in this
Act mentioned, and not already declared how they shall be recovered and applied,
shall, if not exceeding twenty pounds, be recovered in a summary manner, before
any two of his Majesty's justices of the peace, by distress and sale of the offender’s
goods and chattels; and if exceeding twenty pounds, to be recovered in the supreme
court ofjudicature of this Island, or in eitherofthe courts ofassize, by action of debt,
bill, plaint or information, wherein no essoign, protection, wager at law, or non vult
ulterius prosegui shall.be entered, one moiety of which penalties shall be to our
sovereign lord the King, his heirs and successors, for and towards the support of the
government of this Island, and the contingent charges thereof, and the other moiety
to the informer, or him her or them who shall sue for the same,

31. And be it further enacted and declared by the authority aforesaid, That
nothing in this Act contained be expounded, construed or understood to diminish,
alter or abridge the power of the lieutenant-governor or commander in chief for the
time being ; but that in all things, and upon all occasions, he may act as fully and
freely as governor and commander in chief, to all intents and purposes, as if this
Act had never been made; any thing in this Act to the contrary notwithstanding.

32. Provided also, and it is hereby enacted and declared by the authority afore-
said, That nothing in this Act, or any clause therein contained, shall be deemed,
construed or understood to give any governor or commander in chief any power or
authority for the sending any person or persons off this Island against their will, or
to do any other act or thing contrary or repugnant unto the known laws of England
or of this Island.

Ay ACT to repeal an Act, intituled, “ An Act to regulate the sales of
newly imported Negroes, and to prevent, as far as possible, the separation
of different branches of the same family ;” and to regulate the sales of
newly imported Negroes; and to prevent as far as possible, the separation
of different branches of the same family. [10th May 1792.]

WHEREAS inconveniences have arisen by selling cargoes of new negroes in the
manner directed by an Act, intituled, “‘ An Act to regulate the sales of newly imported
negroes, and to prevent as far as possible, the separation of different branches of the
same family ;” we, your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the assembly of this your
Majesty’s Island of Jamaica, do most humbly beseech your Majesty, that it may be
enacted; be it therefore enacted, by the lieutenant-governor, council and assembly
of the said Island, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of the same,
‘That the above recited Act be and it is hereby repealed and made void, and the same is
hereby repealed, made void and annulled, to all intents and purposes whatsoever; any
thing in the said law contained to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding,
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2, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the
passing of this Act, no merchant, factor, supercargo, or consignee of any cargo of
slaves, arriving in any of the ports of this Island, shall hereafter expose such cargo
to sale on board the ship or other vessel in which the same is imported; but shall
procure or hire, or cause to be procured or hired, a proper and commodious house,

. or covered inclosure or shed, which shall be well and sufficiently aired and lighted,
wherein the said slaves shall be arranged for sale; under the penalty of five hundred
pounds.

3. And in order to prevent as far as possible, the separation of different branches
of the same family, be it further enacted, that the merchant or factor by whom the
sales are conducted, shall on clearing the ship or other vessel, and paying the duties,
make oath, under a like penalty, that in the sale, he has done his utmost to class and
sell together, mothers and their children, and brothers and sisters.

4. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the penalties laid
by this Act, shall be recovered by bill plaint or information, in the supreme court of
judicature of this Island, by any person who shall sue for the same; wherein no
essoign, imparlance, or wager of law, or non vult ulterius prosequi, shall be granted
or allowed: the half of such penalties to be to our sovereign lord the King, his heirs
and successors, for and towards the contingent charges and expenses of this Island,
and the other half to the informer, or the person who shall sue for the same.

 

Aw ACT to repeal certain Acts and clauses and parts of Acts therein men-
tioned, to prevent the hiding, concealing, inveigling, detaining, knowingly
harbouring or employing the Slaves ofothers; to prevent the transportation
of Slaves by mortgagers and tenants for life and years; and for regulating
abuses committed by Slaves. [11th December 1795.]

WHEREAS an Act of the lieutenant-governor, council and assembly of this
Island, intituled, ‘“‘ An Act to repeal an Act, intituled, “ An Act to prevent the
enticing or inveigling of slaves from the possessors, and for the preventing the trans-
portation of slaves by mortgagers and tenants for life and years ; and for regulating
abuses committed by slaves ;” and also one other Act, intituled, “ An Act to inflict
further and other punishments on the transgressors of two several Acts, the one
intituled, ‘‘ An Act for the better order and government of slaves ;” and the other
intituled, “‘ An Act to prevent the enticing or inveigling of slaves from the possessors;
and for the preventing the transportation of slaves by mortgagers and tenants for life.
and years; and for regulating abuses committed by slaves;” and also one other Act,
intituled, ‘‘ An Act to repeal part of an Act, intituled, “ An Act for the better
order and government of slaves ;” and also of one other Act, intituled, “‘ An Act to
prevent the enticing or inveigling of slaves from the possessors, and for the prevent-
ing the transportation of slaves by mortgagers and tenants for life and years; and
for regulating abuses committed by slaves ;” and also part of one other Act, intituled,
** An Act to inflict farther and other punishments on thetransgressors of two several
Acts, the one intituled, “ An Act for the better order and government of slaves,” and
the other intituled, “ An Act to prevent the enticing or inveigling of slaves from the
possessors; and for the prevcnting the transportation of slaves by mortgagers and
tenants for life and years; aud for regulating abuses committed by slaves; and for
the more effectual preventing the iaveigling, hiding, concealing or employing the
slaves of others; and for rendering the punishment of such offenders more certain
and effectual ;”- and also part of Act, intituled, “An Act for the better order
and government of slaves;” and to prevent the hiding, concealing, inveigling, de-
taining, knowingly harbouring or employing the slaves of others ; and for preventing
the transportation of slaves by mortgagers and tenants for life and years; and for
regulating abuses committed by slaves, did expire on the sixth day of December in
the present year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five ; and
whereas it is judged necessary and expedient that the said Act should be revived and
continued ; we therefore your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects; the assembly of
this your Majesty’s Island of Jamaica, do most humbly beseech your Majesty, that
it may be enacted; .be it therefore enacted by. the lieutenant-governor, council and
assembly of this your said Island of Jamaica, and it is hereby enacted and ordained
by the authority of the same, That for and notwithstanding the expiration of the term

an
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ahd times limited in and by the hereinbefore mentioned Act, for the continuance JAMAICA.

and duration thereof, the several Acts and clauses and parts of Acts therein and “——._—_——~

thereby repealed, shall, from and at all times after the passing of this Act, be deenied ‘Although the Act

and considered, and the same are hereby declared to be and starid repealed and 29Geo. TIL ¢-3.be

annulled, to all intents and purposes, as if the said recited Act had not ceased and GjP0%" tebrow

determined; any law custom or usage to the contrary notwithstanding. are to remain in

2, And whereas the practice of hiding, concealing, inveigling, detaining, knowingly force.
harbouring and employing the slaves of others.is carried on by persons wickedly

disposed, and such practice hath been and still may. be-of the most dangerous

consequences to the community, not only as the owners have been thereby defrauded

of and injured in their property, but that great opportunities have been thereby given

to negroes to become rebellious ; the reducing of which sort of enemies has been
found and is now attended with very great expense and danger to the public; in

order therefore to prevent such wicked practices for the future, and to inflict exem-
plary punishments upon persons who shall be found guilty of such offences, be it Sending off the
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the passing of this Act, Island, marking or
whosoever shall steal, or clandestinely carry or send off this Island any Slave or slaves defacing marks of
the property of any person or persons, or shall mark or cause to be marked any slaves, made felony
slave or slaves the property of another, or deface or cause to be defaced his her or without benefit of
their mark, and being thereof convicted in his Majesty's supreme court ofjudicature, clergy;
or courts of assize in this Island, shall suffer death as a felon, and shall not be allowed
the benefit of clergy.

3. And be it further enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act, if any as well as stealing
person or persons shall steal any negro or other slave or slaves, with an intent to slaves with intent
transport or send such slave or slaves from this Island, such person or persons so t9 send them off,
stealing such slave or slaves with such intent as aforesaid, shall be liable to be
indicted for such offence or offences at.the supreme court of judicature, or either of
the courts of assize in this Island, according to the county in which such offence or
offences shall be -committed; and in case such person or persons so stealing such -
slave or slaves, with such intent as aforesaid, shall be found guilty thereof, he she
or they shall suffer death for the same without benefit of clergy: provided always, but is not to work
that no attainder shall work any corruption of blood, loss of dower, or disherison of ¢°rTuption of blood.
heirs, any law custom or usage to the contrary notwithstanding.

4. And be it enacted by-the authority aforesaid, That whosoever shall hide, Persons who cou-
conceal, inveigle, entice, detain, knowingly harbour or employ the slave or slaves of ceal, inveigle, &c.
another, such offender being thereof convicted in manner hereinafter mentioned, the slaves cfothers,
shall for every such offence forfeit a sum not exceeding one hundred pounds for everyand beimprisoned
negro or other slave so inveigled, hid, concealed, enticed, harboured or employed; ,
and shall be committed to the common gaol without bail or mainprize, for a space
of time not exceeding six calendar months; and until he she or they shall have paid
such fine as he she or they shall be adjudged to pay: provided nevertheless, and it but not if they got
is the true intent and meaning of this Act, that no person shall incur any of the possession of them
pains and penalties thereof for hiding, concealing, detaining or employing any slave iw aregular manner.
or slaves, which hath or may come into his or her possession in a regular manner,
either by inheritance or devise, or as executor, administrator, trustee, guardian,
attorney, or as a fair purchaser for a valuable consideration; nor shall such person
be liable to have such slave or slaves taken out of his or her possession by any
power or authority granted by this Act.

5. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That whosoever shal] Persons who under
hereafter, under colour or pretence of title or otherwise, take or detain out of or Pretence of title,
from the possession of another, any slave or slaves which hath been in his or their can Ihave hedfee
possession for the space of six calendar months, without due course of law, such six months, to
offender or offenders being thereof convicted in manner hereinafter meutioned, shall forfeit £.100.
for every such offence forfeit a sum not exceeding one hundred pounds for every
negro or other slave so taken or detained as aforesaid.

6. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any person who Persons detaining
now holds or may hold by lease from another any slave or slaves, and shall detain leased slaves
or employ such slave or slaves after the expiration of the term mentioned in such beyond the tinmy
lease, or, if hired by parole agreement, made in the presence of one or more witness en
or mumesses, shall detain or employ such slave or slaves after the time so agreed on

226. be
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be expired, and shall not deliver up such slave or slaves within fourteen days after a
demand shall have been. made before one or more witness or witnesses, for the return
of such slave or slaves so leased. or hired by agreement, shall be deemed an offender
against this Act, and suffer such pains and penalties as are inflicted on any person
hiding, concealing, inveigling, detaining, knowingly harbouring or employing the
slave or slaves the property of another; unless it shall appear upen.oath, that such
slave or slaves were then run away, or had absented themselves against the will of
such lessee; and the oath of such lessee shall be taken on. such occasion, provided
he will also on oath declare, that he will deliver up to the lessor such slave or slaves,
whenever he she or they shall be taken and in his custody power or possession, and
that he will use his endeavours to have bim her or them taken up..

7. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That upon any complaint made
against any such offender upon affidavit, to. the chiefjustice or to any of the judges
of the supreme court of judicature, or to any justice of the peace for the parish or
precinct where such offence shall be committed, it shall and may be lawful for the
said chief justice or any of the said judges or justices of the peace to whom such
complaint shall be made, to. issue his warrant, directed to. the provost marshal or his
lawful deputy, or to any constable, to apprehend and take up such offenders, and
to bring him her or them: before such judge or justices, and him-her or them so
brought to examine and commit to prison or admit to bail, as to such judge or
justices shall seem requisite, until such time as a trial can be had upon ‘the said
offender or offenders, not exceeding the space of ten days.

8. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the.judge or justices
shall, iinmediately upon the commitment or bailment of such offender oroffenders,
issue his warrant, directed to the provost marshal or his deputy, or to any constable,
commanding him to summon twenty-four good and lawful freeholders of the parish
or precinct where such offence shall be committed, to be and appear at the usual
place of transacting the parochial’ business within such parish or precinct at a certain
day and time, not exceeding ten days from the said commitment or bailment, in the
said warrant to be expressed, then and there to form a jury of twelve of the said
frecholders so to be warned. as aforesaid, to enquire into the offence complained of,
and whether the party or parties complained of be guilty or not guilty thereof; and
that no freeholder or freeholders bearmg any office of any kind whatsoever, shall be
exempted from being warned and serving as a juror or jurors for the purposes of
this Act.

g. And be it further enacted by the authovity aforesaid, That the said judge or
Justices shall also issue a warrant to apprehend and take into custody the slave or
slaves so harboured, inveigled, hidden, concealed, taken, detained or employed, in
order to their being produced, at the time appointed by such warrant, before the
said judge or justices and the said jury; which warrant shall be directed to the
provost marshal or his lawful deputy, or any constable, who is hereby directed and
required to execute the same.

10. And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That upon application
to the. said judge or justices, he or they shall also issue a warrant or summons to
bring before such judgeorjustices, at such time as shall be appointed by the said
warrant, all such persons who can give evidence either for or against the party
complained of, which warrant or summons shall be directed to such witness or
witnesses as shall be required; which person or persons, and every of them se
summoned, neglecting or refusing to attend on the day and at the time and place in
such warrant or summens mentioned, upon proof thereof being made upon oath, it
shall’ and may be lawful for the said judge or justices to impose a fine at their
discretion on such witness or witnesses, not exceeding the sum of fifty pounds, and
forthwith to levy the same, by warrant under the hand of such judge or justices, by
distress and sale of the offender’s goods and chattels; or for want of sufficient
distress, to attach the body or bodies of such person or persons, and him her or
them to commit to safe custody, there to remain until he she or they shall pay and
satisfy such fine imposed; which warrant shall be directed to the provost marshal
or his lawful deputy, or to any lawful constable, who is hereby directed and required
to execute the same.

_ 11. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case the testi-
mony of any person or persons, being legal witnesses, and in the custody of the provest

marshal
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marshal or his lawful deputy, shall be alledged to be material for cither party, upon’
such complaint made upon oath, it shall and may be lawful to and for the judge or
justices, before whom the same shall have been made, to direct the provost marshal,
or his lawful deputy, to produce such person or persons before the judge or justices
and jury, at the time appointed for the trial, there to give his her or their tes-
timony.

12. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all such warrants or
-summonses as are directed to be executed by the provost marshal or his lawful deputy,
or by the constables, shall be returned to the said judge or justices, at the time and
place mentioned and specified in such warrant, duly executed by the provost marshal
or his lawful deputy, or the constables, under the penalty of fifty pounds: provided
nevertheless, that upon any reasonable cause shewn upon affidavit, by either the
complainant or the party or parties complained of, or by some person or persons in his.
her or their behalf, or for want ofjurors, it shall and may be lawful for the said judge
or justices from time to time to adjourn not exceeding the space of ten days between
each adjournment, and to issue all such other warrants or summonses for the wit-
nesses and jurors, and the party complained of to recommit, or to take such further
bail for his or their appearance, as the nature of the case shall or may require; or in
case through sickness or any other disability ofthe judge or justices, or either of them,
to attend, it shall and may be lawful for any other judge or justices to attend in the
room of such judge or justices, and to proceed in the same manner as such judge or
justices are directed by this Act.

13. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That the chief justice or
any assistant judge of the supreme court of judicature of this Island, or any two
justices of the peace, shall have full power and authority to proceed to trial, and to
carty this Act into execution; and that when and as often as any such complaint
shall be made to any justice of the peace, of the parish or precinct where such offence
shall be committed, such justice shall, under the penalty of fifty pounds, give notice
to any justice of the peace of such parish and precinct, to associate himself with him,
on the day mentioned in such notice, then and there to act with him on the trial of
such offender; which said justice shall, upon such notice as aforesaid, at the time
oftrial, associate and act together with the said justice in the exccution of this law,
under the penalty of fifty pounds upon such justice who shall refuse or neglect to do
his duty in the premises: provided always, that such complaint shall be made
within twelve calendar months after the offence committed, otherwise such judge or
justices shall and may dismiss such complaint. .

14. And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may
be lawful for such judge or justices to impose such fines upon all and every the
jurymen, being regularly summoned to attend at such trial and who do not
appear, as to the said judge or justices shall seem reasonable, not exceeding
twenty pounds.

15. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the clerk of the
peace for the time being, or his lawful deputy, shall attend at such trial, and shall
prepare and draw up a charge in writing, in nature of an inquisition against

suet offender or offenders, to be exhibited before such judge or justices at such
trial,

_ 16, And be it further enactedby the authority aforesaid, That the said clerk of
the peace or his lawful deputy, shall enter in his office upon record, all affidavits,
warrants, inquisitions and sentences, had, made, taken or issued by or before such
judge or justices: provided always, that no‘examination of witnesses, taken before
the judge or justices upon the trial, is hereby required to be taken down or entered
upon record.

17. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said charge
being. exhibited against the said offender or offenders, the said jadge or justices shall
enquire, by the oaths of twelve freeholders, chosen as hereinafter is directed, ont
of the panel so returned by the provost marshal or his lawful deputy, or constable
as aforesaid.

18. Ang be it further enacted by the authority aforesuid, That the owner or
Owners, possessor or possessors of such slave or slaves, being legal witnesses, shall be

226, admitted.
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JAMAICA, admitted and allowed, notwithstanding he she or they prosecute, as good evidences
Se” in all cases under this Act; any thing in this or any other law to the contrary

notwithstanding.

Jurofs notto depart 19. And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the whole of
till they return the evidence being finished, the said jurors shall not depart until they shall return
their inquest. their inquest to the said judge or justices.

Inquest being re- 20. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That after the said
turned, magistrates jurors shall have returned their inquest as aforesaid, the said judge or Justices shall
to pronounce sen- thereupon proceed, as the case shall be, either to pronounce sentence of acquittal, or
rage and order to award the several pains and penalties in this Act before severally mentioned andelivery of the . .
slaves, - set forth; and shall also forthwith cause the slaye or slaves to be immediately

delivered over to the prosecutor, or him her or them who shall claim the same:
Inquest to bar other Provided always, that the inquest found and returned as aforesaid, shall be final to all
charges. intents and purposes, and shall and may be a bar to any other charge that may be

brought for the same offence.

Proceedin 21. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the proceedings of thegsnotto  , Ss . ‘ . .
be removed tili | judgeorjustices upon this Act, shall not be removed by writ of certiorari or other-

after judgment, nor wise, until after judgment thereon, and the commitment of the party or parties; and
be ee aide fur that the proceedings had by virtue of this Act, shall not be set aside by the supreme

ane Of Form court ofjudicature of this Island, or courts of assize, for want of form.

Fees of the clerk of 22+ And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the clerk of the.
the peace; peace, or his lawful deputy, shall have for his and their trouble in attending the said

trial, the sum of one pound for each day’s attendance upon the said trial, and the sum
of five pounds for taking down and recording all the proceedings relative to the trial

who on neglectof 8 aforesaid; and if he or they shall neglector refuse to perform his or their duty
duty, is to forfeit in the premises, he or they shall respectively forfeit the sum of one hundred
&. 100. pounds.

Expenses awarded 23+ And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases where
to be paid to the + any acquittal shall be, the person complaining shall forthwith pay to the defendant or
defendant, in case defendants the expenses out of purse attending the said trial, to be settled and
of acquittal, ascertained by the judge or justices who sat upon the said trial, if from the circum-

stances of the case it shall appear fitting to the said judge or justices to award the
same, so as the whole of such charges and expense do not exceed the sum of fifty
pounds ; and in case such party or parties shall refuse or neglect to pay the costs so

or prosecutor : oy:
committed. to be awarded, that then it shall and may be lawful to and for the said judge or

justices to commit the party or parties so refusing or neglecting, to gaol, without bail
or mainprize, until the said costs shall be fully paid and satisfied; but, in case of
conviction, the same shall be paid out of the fines forfeitures and penalties laid and
levied by the authority of this Act.

Fines imposed by 24. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all finesforfeitures
this Act, how to be and penalties imposed by this Act, except such as are laid upon the justices for their
levied and applied. neglect, shall be raised recovered and levied by warrant under the hands and seals of

such judge or justices who sat upon such trial, directed to the provost marshal or his
lawful deputy, or to the constable, by distress and sale of the offender’s goods and
chattels, if such can be found ; and where no distress can be found, by imprisonment
of the offender’s body, until such fine shall be paid and satisfied; and the money
arising by such fine or distress, shall be paid into the hands of the receiver-general for
the tine being, or his lawful deputy, by the person levying the same, within one
month after the same is levied, under the penalty of forfeiting double the sum not
paid in, deducting only thereout such sum as shall be awarded to the complainant
upon such conviction, the costs of trial, and commission of five pounds per centum
for levying the same, as also the sum of five pounds allowed to the provost marshal’s
deputy, or to the constable, for executing the several warrants directed to them by

Fines on justices, Virtue of this Act; and all fines and forfeitures laid by this Act upon the justices, for
how to be recovered their neglect of duty, shall be recovered by bill, plaint or information, in the supreme
and disposed vf. court ofJudicature of this Island, by any person or persons who shall sue for the same,

wherein no essoign, imparlance, or wager of law, or non vult ulteriusprosequi, shall be
granted or allowed; the half ofsuch penalties to be to our sovereign lord the Kirg,
his heirs and successors, for and towards the contingent charges of the govern-
ment of this Island, and the other half to the informer, or the person who shall sue
for the same.

25. And
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a5, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the party . JAMAICA.

agarieved by such,offence, if he is Bot examined as awitness, shall receive cut of ———*

the fines and penalties inflicted by this Act upon such offenders, one half of the said Prosecutor if not
enalties, and the cther half to be paid to his Majesty’s receiver-general, or his examine’ oi ad

lawful deputy, for the use of his Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and half thepenaities;
towards the support of the government of this Island, and the contingent charges
thereof; but in case the party aggrieved is examined as a witness, or gives his if he is, the whole.

testimony, that then and in such case, the whole of the fines and penalties inflicted to go to the govern-
by this Act upon such offenders, shail be wholly paid to bis Majesty's receiver- ment.
general for the time being, or his lawfal deputy, for the use of his Majesty, his
heirs and successors, towards the support of the contingent charges of the govern-
ment of this Island, first deducting the charges of the presecution. ‘

26, And to render the trial more cffectual, be it enacted by the authority Clerkof the peace
aforesaid, That upon such trial, the names of the jurors being called over according to draw the jury by
to the panel, the clerk of the peace cr his lawful deputy, shall transcribe from the ballot.
said panel their names, each name upon a separate piece of paper, and shall fold
the same up, and put them in a box, to be provided for that purpose; from whence
he shall fairly, openly, impartially and without any collusion, drawa jury of twelve of
the said freeholders, in the nature of a ballot, in the same manner and form as the
same is now practised in the courts of justice in that part of Great Britain called
England. ‘

27. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may Martial iaw not to
be lawful for the judge or justices, jurors, clerk of the peace or his lawful deputy, interrupt proceed-
and the constables, and all witnesses summoned to attend by virtue of this Act, in 8
the several clauses in this Act mentioned, to do their several and respective duties,
notwithstanding martial law shall happen to be then in force; any law custom or
usage to the contrary thereof notwithstanding.

28. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the complainant Au parties attend-
and complainants, defendant and defendants, and all and every person or persons ing these trials,
bound or warned to serve as jurors, or sutrmmoned as witnesses by virtue of this Act, protected in their
shall be protected in their persons from all mesne and judicial process in their going P°°°"*
to, attending at and returniag froim the said trial.

29. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any person Persons maliciously
or persons shall be injured or aggrieved by any false or malicious prosecution, com- prosecuted, to have
menced or prosecuted against him her or them, by virtue and under colour of thisredress in the
Act, such person or persons so injured or agerieved, shall and may be at liberty to Supreme court,
bring and prosecute an action or actions upon the case, in the supreme court of ju-
dicature of this Island, against any person or persons by whom they shall or may be
so injured or aggrieved by such false or malicious prosecution; any law custom or
usage to the contrary notwithstanding.

30. And whereas many persons in this Island have been deprived of their property
in slaves, and the possession thereof taken away by a custom which lately prevailed,
of persons enticing and inveigling away the slaves of others, and putting them in
gaol, and then issuing out replevins against the deputy-marshal or keeper of such
gaol, and getting judgments against such marshal or gaol-keeper for such slaves,
without the master or owner knowing any thing of such proceedings; for remedy
whereof, and to prevent such practices for the future, be it enacted by the authority Replevins being
aforesaid, That all and every the deputy-marshals and gaol-keepers who shall have brought against
any action in replevin brought against him for any negro or ‘other slaves in his marshals tor slaves
custody, and not taken upon venditiont or other process, such marshalor. gaol- fourweeksprevious
keeper shall for every offence, under a penalty not less than five pounds, nortotrials. —
exceeding fifty pounds, as shall be inflicted by the judges of his Majesty’s supreme
court of judicature or courts of assize in this Island, immediately after he receives
such replevin, give notice in the public newspapers of such action, and at whose
suit, and the name of such negro or other slave or slaves, together with his heror their
marks, and the best information he can gét concerning the real owners of Sich slave
or slaves, and shall continue such notice for four weeks before the trial shall be had
upon such replevin, or such slave or slaves be taken out of the custody of such
marshal or gaol-keeper, the costs of which shall be paid to such marshal or.gaol-
keeper by the person who shall recover such slave or slaves.

226, 31. And
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JAMAICA. 31. And whereas several persons holding possessing or enjoying negro and other
=.=" slaves, as tenants by the courtesy of England, tenants in dower, tenants for life or

years, and mortgagers of negro and other slaves, or those deriving under them,
heretofore used to send off from this Island, by way of merchandize or otherwise,
several negro and other slaves, by them held and enjoyed under the titles aforesaid,
to the great prejudice of the mortgagee, his heirs or assigns, and of him her or
them to whom such negro or other slave or slaves ought to descend or come, after

Mortgaged slaves, the determination of such particular estate as aforesaid; for remedy whereof, be it
&c, notto be sent enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any tenant by the courtesy of England,
offtheisland with~ senant in dower whilst a widow, or any second or other husband of such tenant in
onderthe penalty dower, or any tenant for life or ycars, or any mortgager or any person claiming, by,
of£.100. from, or under him, shall sead off from this Island, except by order of law, or

otherwise dispose of any negro or other slave held enjoyed or possessed by him her
or them by the courtesy of England, in dower, or for lite, or years, or by any mort-
gager or other persons claiming, by, from or under a mortgager, without the consent
of the mortgagee; his heirs or assigns, or ofhim her or them i reversion or remainder,
or of him her or them to whom such negro or other slave, after the determination of
such particular estate, should come to or descend, he she or they so offending as
aforesaid, shall for every negro or other slave so sent off from this Island, forfeit the
sum of one hundred pounds to the mortgagee, or others claiming under him her or
them in reversion or remainder, or to whom such negro or other slave should or
might come after the determination of such particular estate.

32. And whereas several inhabitants of this Island do suffer and encourage slaves
belonging to unknown persons in this Island, not only to build cottages and huts in
the savannas and waste grounds, but also do let or hire houses, cottages, huts or
lodgings unto the aforesaid slaves, by the day, week, month, quarter, year, or other
greater or lesser term, who are suffered and permitted by their owners and employers
to work and employ themselves in what manner and wheresoever they shall think fit,
provided they pay their owners a certain sum of money daily, weekly, monthly or
yearly; which hath oftentimes occasioned several thefts and robberies, in order to
comply with their contracts and agreements: for the prevention whereof for the

Persons letting future; it is hereby further enacted, and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That if
houses toflaves, any owner or owners, employer or employers, of any such slave or slaves, orany
buildany,perinit- other inhabitant of this Island, shall, from and after the passing of this Act, let or
ting then tu work hire any houses, cottages, huts or lodgings, to any such slave or slaves, or shall
out without a permit encourage or countenance them, or any of them, to build any dwelling-house
Ficene, orgowhere or houses, cottages or huts, in any towns, savannas, waste grounds, lanes, roads or
forisie £00, paths, in this Island, in order to hire themselves out to work, or to carry on any trade

shop or employment, or shall wittingly willingly or knowingly suffer any such slave
or slaves to hire themselves out to work, or to follow any trade or employment,
without the licence or consent, privity, knowledge or direction of their respective
owner or owners, or the person or persons who have or hath the immediate care,
government and direction of such slave or slaves, under his her or their own hand or
hands in writing, first had and obtained, and testified by one or more of his Majesty's
Justices of the peace of the parish or precinct where the owner or owners, employer
or employers, of such slave or slaves do or shall inhabit, or shall contract or agree
with any such slave or slaves for any certain sum of money, or other thing whatso-
ever, by the day, weck, month or year, or any greater or lesser time, and to go abroad
where such slave or slaves shall think fit, in case they comply with their agreement,
every sych owner and owners, employer and employers, of any such slave or slaves,
and all and every other person and persons whatsoever having the care or directionAppjcation and of such slave or slaves, shall forfeit the sum of twenty pounds ; one moiety or half parterovery tbereok, thereof unto our sovereign lord the King, his heirs and successors, for and towards
tue support of the government of this Island, and the contingent charges thereof ; and
the other half to the informer or informers, or him her or them who shall sue for
tie same; to be recovered in a summary manner, before any one of his Majesty's
Justices of the peace of the parish or precinct where the offence shall be committed. .

Tastices to order 33. And it is hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That upon com-houses, &e. ofslaves plaint made to any of his Majesty’s justices of the peace for the precinct where suchto be pulled down, fk hall } itted, of th ne buildi Li orunder the penalty OHENCE Shall be committed, of the setting up or building any such dwelling-house orof £.50. for neglect houses, cottages or huts, In any town, Savanna, waste grounds, lanes, roads oror relusal, paths, or of their having been already built or erected, every such justice of the
peace
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peace is hereby authorized empowered and required forthwith to order and direct,

by warrant for that purpose to all or any of the constables of the said parish or
‘precinct, such houses cottages and huts to be pulled down and destroyed; and upca

neglect or refusal, such justice of the peace shall forfeit the sum of fifty pounds ;

one ioiety whereof shall be to his Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and

towards the support of the government of this Island, and the contingent charges

thereof; and the other moiety to such person or persons who shall sue for the same ;

to be recovered in thé supreme court of judicature of this Island, in which suit no

essoign or wager of law shall be allowed ; any law custom or usage to the contrary

thereof in anywise notwithstanding.

34. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any person
or persons committed to prison by virtue of this Act shall escape, the provost-
marshal-general or his deputy, out of whose custody such person orpersons. shall

escape, shall forfeit to his Majesty, his heirs and successors, the sum of one hundred
pounds, for and towards the support of the government of this Island, and the

contingent charges thereof, ard likewise be subject and liable to pay the party or

parties aggrieved all such sum and sums of money as the said prisoner or prisoners
were condemned to pay.

 

An ACT to make provision for the families of such free people of Colour,
and of free Negroes enrolled in the militia, as shall be killed or disabled in
the public service. [22d December 1795.|

WHEREAS in the thirty-fourth clause of an Act, intituled, ‘‘ An Act to regulate
the militia, to repeal certain Acts and clauses of Acts relating to the said militia, to
ascertain who shall compose future councils of war, and for other purposes,” no
provision is made for the families of free people of colour, and of free negroes enrolled
in the militia, who shall be killed in any engagement with internal or with invading
enemies, nor is sufficient provision made for those who shall be disabled’in any such
envagement; we therefore your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects the assembly of
Jamaica, do most humbly beseech your Majesty, that it may be enacted, be it there-
fore enacted by the lieutenant governor, council and assembly of this your Majesty's
Island of Jamaica, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of the same,
That if any free person of colour, or free negro, shall be killed in any engagement
with internal or invading enemies, and shall leave a widow or child or children
lawfully begotten, or shall leave any other child or children not legitimate, his said.
widow, or the mother of such illegitimate child or children, shall be entitled to
receive, during the life of such widow, or of the mother of such illegitimate child or
children, such annuity as the justices and vestry of the parish to which she belongs
shall deem competent for the. comfortable maintenance and support of herself and
childor children; to be paid by the receiver-general, out of any monies remaining in
his hands unappropriated, upon producing a certificate of the minister, or of two
magistrates and one of the churchwardens of-the said parish for the time being, that
the said widow or mother as aforesaid is then living in the satd parish; provided
nevertheless, that the said annuity shall not exceed the sum of fifty pounds; and in
case of the death of the said widow or mother as aforesaid, the eldest child of such’
widow or mother, being of free condition, shall be entitled to receive such annuity
as the said justices and vestry shall deem competent for the support of such child,
until he or she shall arrive at the age of sixtcen years, and no longer, on a certificate
being produced as aforesaid.

2. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any such person
of colour, or free negro, shall be wounded and disabled in any such engagement as
aforesaid, so.as to be incapable of procuring a maiutenance for himself or family,

he shall, upon receiving. a certificate from his cominanding officer, that ‘he is so
rendered incapable, be entitled to receive such annuity as the justices and vestry of
the parish to which-he may belong shall think proper, not exceeding seventy pounds,
so long as he shall reside in this Island, andshallremain unable to do the duty of a
non-commissioned officer or private; which annuity shall be paid by the receiver-
general, out of any monies in his hands unappropriated, on producinga certificate
from the minister, or any two magistrates and one of the churchwardens, as herein
before directed,

220,
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Ay ACT to amend an Act passed in the year one thousand seven handred
and frity-eight, intituled, “‘ An Act to ascertain and establish the boundaries
ot Trelawny Town, and to settle and allot one thousand acres of land
for Accompong’s Town, and to ascertain the boundaries thereof; and to
appoint certain Commissioners to sell the lands granted to the Trelawny
Maroons, with a reservation of so much thereof as may be necessary for
the use of the troops thet may be quartered there. [ist May 1796.]

WHEREAS, in and by an Act passed in the year one thousand seven hundred
and fifty-eight, intituled, “An Act to ascertain and establish the boundaries of
Trelawny Town, and to settle and allot one thousand acres of land for Accompong’s
Town, andto ascertain the boundaries thereof,” it was among other things enacted,
that fifteen hundred acres of land at ‘relawny town, in the parish of Saint James,
theretofere stipulated and agreed upon as and ‘for the possessions and residence of
colonel Cudjoe, his captains adherents and men (being negroes then formerly ia
rebellion) and declared to bind as therein is described, were vested in the negroes of
the said town and their posterity for ever; and whereas the said negroes have lately
revolted from their obedience to the laws and government of this Island; wherefore
we, your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects the assembly of Jamaica, humbly
beseech your Majesty, that it may be enacted; be it therefore enacted by the leu-
tenant-governor, council and assembly of your Majesty’s said Island, and it is hereby
enacted and ordained-by the authority of the same, That the negroes’ heretofore
residing on or ‘inhabiting, or having or holding possessicn of any part of the lands
of Trelawny town, in the parish of Saint James aforesaid, shall be, and they and
each and every of them and their and each and every of theirposterity, .shall be
and are hereby declared: to- be deprived of and be barred from all and all manner of
claim or pretence to claim, of, in, to or upon the hereinbefore-mentioned ‘fifteen
hundred acres of land or any part or parts thereof, any thing in the hereinbefore-
mentioned Act notwithstanding.

2. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners
of the board of works for the time being shall be and they are hereby appointed
commissioners to sell and dispose of the said fifteen hundred acres of land (except
as hereinafter is excepted and provided) in the whole, or in lots not exceeding one
hundred acres, for the best’ price or prices that can be had or got for the same;
and the said commissioners or any seven of them are hereby authorized and
empowered to contract and agree with any person or persons for the sale and
disposal thereof as aforesaid, and to carry such contract and agreement into effect,
by entering into, executing, signing, sealing and delivering all such lawful con-
veyance and conveyances as may be requisite and necessary for vesting an estatein
fee simple in the person or persons becoming the purchaser or purchasers respec-
tively: provided always, that public notice be given in all the newspapers of this
Island of such intended sale or sales, at least two months previous thereto.

3. Provided also, and be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case the
said commissioners shall not be ableto procure, from any person or persons so being
willing to become a purchaser or purchasers of the hereinbefore-mentioned premises,
or any part thereof, cash, island’ certificates bearing interest, or other immediate
payment, for the purchase-money, it shall and may be lawful for the said commis-
sioners, or any seven of them, to take such good and sufficient security, the same being
made payable to James Mitchell, esq. the receiver-general, or the receiver-general
‘for the time being, by mortgage or otherwise, as to the said commissioners, or any
seven of them, shall seem sufficient adequate and proper, and give and allow such fur-
ther time for the payment thereof, as they shall deem expedient: provided also, that
the said commissioners shall demand and receive a deposit of ten pounds per centum
in cash-or public papers, which shall be forfeited to the public, if the remaining
purchase-money shall not be paid when it becomes due; ‘provided also, - that out of
the said fifteen hundred acres of land, there shall be reserved for, and appropriated,
to, the use of his Majesty's troops such part thereof, amounting to three hundred
acres at the least, as‘shall be judged necessary and proper for the purpose,by thelieutenant-governor and commanderin chief,” or by the governor or lieutenant-governor and commander in chief for the time being. ,

4. And
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4, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and.every sum JAMAICA:

and sums of money to arise by the sale and disposal of the said fifteen hundred a

acres of land, or or such part or parts thereof as shall or may be sold by the said Thepurchase

coumissioners under the authority of this Act, or such security or securities as shall fo; the same, to ve

be received and entered into by the said commissioners, or any sevenof tiem, shall Indged in the hands -

be, by the said commissioners, or some or one of them, immediately paid into, or of the receiver-

lodged in the hands of, the. receiver-general for the time being, to be by the said re- general,

ceiver-general applied towards defraying the expenses of the government of this

Island.

5, And be it further enacted, That the commissioners of the board of works for A surveyor to be

the time being be empowered to appoint a surveyor to lay out the said lands, in lots appointed, who is
mp an : . to lay out the land

not exceeding one hundred acres, agreeable to a clause of this Act, and in such ;, tots of 100 acres.

manner as shall appear best suited to answer the end of selling the said lots.

6. And be it enacted, That the said receiver-general shall have and be allowed, Receiver-general to

for receiving and paying all such sum and sums of money, a commission of two pounds tnt percent

ten shillings per centum.
$ .

 

Aw ACT to prevent the return to this Island of the rebellious Maroons of
Trelawney town, sentenced to transportation; and for other purposes.
fistMay 1796.]

WHEREAS the maroon negroes of Trelawney town, did in the month of August Preamble.
Jast, break out into a most wicked unnatural and unprovoked rebellion against the
government of this Island; and did, during the continuance of such rebellion, commit
many murders, depredations and enormities; but have at length been compelled to
submit, on condition of being pardoned their forfeited lives only; and it having been
deemed highly necessary and expedient that the said rebellious maroons should be trans-
portedfrom off this Island, and are at this time actually confined on ship-board for that
purpose: and whereas the return of the said rebellious mavoons, or any of them, to The negroesof Tre-

this Island, or to any part or place belonging thereto, must be productive of the most lawuy town having.
dangerous consequences, not only to the government thereof, but to the lives and PeeOut inte re-
properties of individual inhabitants; for the prevention therefore of an evil of such compelled to sue
magnitude, we, your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the lieutenant-governor, for mercy,
council and assembly of this your Majesty’s Island of Jamaica, humbly beseech your
Majesty, that it may be enacted; be it therefore enacted, by the lieutenant-governor,
council andassembly of your Majesty's said Island, and it is hereby enacted and
ordained by the authority of the same, That from and after the passing of this Act, are to be trans-
the said rebellious maroons shall with all convenient speed be transported off this parted from the
Island, into any of his Majesty's dominions in North America or elsewhere, there to 2n43,and #f they’ y : ESLY S| : ° ’ escape from con-
remain, and not to return; and if any of the said maroons heretofore belonging to finement, or return
Trelawney town, from among those who have been sentenced, deemed, or resolved from transporta-
by the council and assembly of this Island, as a punishment for their rebellious he tied are to
practices, to be shipped and transported from off this Island, shall be found to have y
escaped, or attempting to escape from their present confinement, or snail after being
so transported off the Island, be found to have returned thereto, or to any part or place
thereto’ belonging, every such maroon shall be thereupon apprehended, and be imme-
diately taken before one of his Majesty's justices of the peace, who is hereby directed
to commit him her or them to the nearest gaol; and in case the person or persons
apprehending any such maroon or maroons, cannot conveniently take him her or
them before a justice of the peace, the marshal or keeper of the gaol of the parish or
county is hereby empowered and directed to receive and detain in his custody the
body or bodies of any such maroon or maroons, and to give notice thereof imme-
diately to the clerk of the peace of the parish or precinct, for the information of the
justices; which said justices or any one of them, shall forthwith issue ‘their or bis
warrant for summoning and holding a court for the trial of such offender or offenders,
agreeable to an Act of this Island, passed in the year one thousand seven hundred
and ninety-one, intituled, “ An Act to repeal an Act. for the better order and govern- 32 Geo. III, cap. 4.
ment of the negroes belonging to the several negro towns; and for preventing them °
from purchasing of slaves; and for encouraging the said negroes to go in pursuit of
runaway slaves, and for other purposes therein mentioned ;” and for giving the
maroon negroes further protection and security; for altering the mode of trial, and.

226, : or
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fer other purposes ; and on due proof being made before such court, that such maroon
or mavoons had been included among those sentenced, deemed, or resolved by the
council and assembly of this Island, to be transported off this Island, the said court
shall find such maroon or maroons guilty of feloay, and who shall suffer death,
without the benefit of clergy.

2. And be it enacted, That in case any person or persons shall”be aiding assisting
or abetting any such maroon or maroons to escape from his her or their confine-
ment, or shall after the escape or return to this Island, or to any part or place
thereof, after transportation of any such maroon or maroons, knowingly employ, -
harbour, conceal or entertain him her or them, every such person or persons s0
offending, shall be triable, and be tried for the same; and on due proof, be adjudged
guilty of felony, and shall accordingly suffer death as a felon, without benefit of
clergy; provided, that no such conviction shall tend to the corruption of blood,
disherison of heirs, or forfeiture of goods and chattels.-

 

An ACT to prevent any intercourse and communication betwecn the
Slaves of this Island, and foreign Slaves of a certain description; and for
other purposes. [14th March 1799.|

WHEREAS there hath of late been a great, influx of foreign slaves into this
country, and the preservation of the public safety and tranquillity of this Island
requires, that any intercourse and communication between the slaves thereof and such
foreign slaves should be prevented with all possible care; we, your Majesty’s dutiful
and loyal subjects, the assembly of this your Majesty’s island of Jamaica, most
humbly beseech your Majesty, that it may be enacted; be it therefore enacted by
the lieutenant-governor, council and assembly of this Island, and it. is hereby
enacted and ordained by-the authority of the same, ‘That every person who now hath,
or within six months from and after the passing of this Act, ‘shall have in his or her
possession in this Island, as owner or proprietor, or in the right of any other person
whatsoever, or under his or her care or management, as the representative of any
owner or proprietor absent from this Island, any slave or slaves who, at any time
since the twenty-third day of August in the year one thousand seven hundred and
ninety-one, hath or have inhabited or- resided, or in anywise shall have been living ©
or abiding in the island of St. Domingo, or any other island, colony, territory or
dominion belonging to or under the government of the French nation, shall within
the said space of six months from and after the passing of this Act, export or cause to
be exported off this Island, every such slave as aforesaid, under the penalty of two
hundred pounds{ to be forfeited for each and every such slave as aforesaid, which
shall be refused of neglected so to be exported within the time aforesaid, and to be
recovered in the supreme court of judicature, or one of the courts of assize in this
Island, one moiety whereof shall be to the use of his Majesty, his heirs and
successors, for the support of the government of this island, and the other moiety
to the person suing for the same: provided nevertheless, that nothing in this Act
contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to any such foreign slave or slaves,
as hath or have been certificated under the authority and by virtue of an Act,
intituled, An Act to provide further regulations for such slaves as have been admitted.
into this Island; and to regulate the admission of slaves of a certain description,
passed in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, or of another Act,

- Intituled, An. Act to prohibit the selling, purchasing, hiring or employing certain
foreign slaves, except as therein mentioned, passed on the twenty-fifth day of March
in the year one thousand seven hundred. and ninety-six, within the time limited by
the said Acts respectively, by the clerk of the peace, or his lawful deputy of any

parish of this Island, wherein the person owning or possessing such slave or slaves
was or resided at such time; nor to compel the exportation of any domestic slave-
belongingto any French person residing in either of the towns of Kingston or Port
Royal, who shall obtain a certificate for such slave, under the authority of the two
sitting magistrates of the town of Kingston, from the clerk of the peace of the said
town or precinct, in the manner by this Act hereafter directed. .

2. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the-
passing of this Act, it shall not be lawful for any person or persons whatsoever to -
sell or manumise, or to purchase, or to make or receive any conveyance of any

. . slave
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slave or slaves, of the description of slaves hereinbefdre ordered to be exported,
or by this Act hereafter prohibited to remain ‘dr abide in this Island, unless such
sale and purchase, or such conveyance, shall be'made bona fide for the express pur-
pose of exporting the slave or slaves, so sold and purchased, or so conveyed, accord-
ing to the directions of this Act; and that every person selling, manumising, or pur-
chasing, or making or receiving any conveyance of any such slave or slaves, contrary
to. the intention and meaning of this Act, shall forfeit the sum of three hundred
pounds for each slave so sold, manamised, purchased or conveyed, to be recovered
in the supreme court of judicature, or inone of the courts of assize in this Island;
one moiety whereof to be to the use of his majesty, his heirs and successors, for and

JAMAICA.
nee

tion, under penalty
of £. 300.

towards the support of the government of this Island, and the other moiety to the
person suing for the same.

3. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any sale or sales,
conveyance or conveyances, of such slaves, and any manumission of such slaves, as

_ shall be made contrary to the true intent and meaning of this Act, and also all such sales
and raanumissions of foreign French slaves, as have heretofore been made contrary to
the true intent and meaning of any or cither of the several Acts, passed at different

‘times since the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, to prohibit the
selling, purchasing, hiring or employing certain foreign slaves, except as therein
mentioned, shall be null and void to all intents and purposes whatsvever; save and
except such slaves as may have been sold by one French person to another, provided
the number of slaves so sold, shail not, at any one time, have exceeded two in
nuthber; and provided also, that all such slaves so excepted shall be exported within
the time prescribed by this Act.

4. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the
expiration of six monthsafter, the passing of this Act, it shall not be lawful for any
person or persons whatsoever in this Island, to hire, employ or entertain, or in anywise
to have in his or her possession, or to suffer to remain or abide on his or her settlement
or property, or on any settlement or property in his or her possession, or under his
or her care or management, as the attorney, agent, executor, administrator, guardian,
mortgagee in possession, trustee, overseer, or otherwise, of any other person or per-
sons, any slave or slaves who, to his or her knowledge, hath or have been imported
or brought into, or hath or have otherwise arrived in this Island since the twenty-third
day of August in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, or who shall,
at any time hereafter, in anywise arrive therein; which slave or slaves hath or have,
or shall have, at any time before such arrival, and since the day and year aforesaid,
‘inhabited or resided, or been in anywise living or abiding in the island of St. Domingo,
or any other island, colony, territoryor dominion,. belonging to or under the govern-
ment of the French nation; or any slaveorslaves who, after the passing of this Act,
shall be imported or brought into, or shall otherwise arrive in this Island, from any
colony, territory or dominion, belonging to any other nation now at war with Great
Britain: and it is hereby declared, that every foreign slave of the description aforesaid,
shall be, and he or she is hereby prohibited to remain or abide any where in this
Island, under the pains and penalties by this Act hereafter declared and enacted : Pro-
vided nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall extend to prevent the remaining
or abiding in this Island, within the limits of the towns of Kingston and Port Royal,
or the hiring or employing in the said towns, and no where else, such domestic slaves
of any French person or persons residing in either of the said towns, as shall have
obtained certificates for such slaves, from the office of the clerk of the peace ofthe
town of Kingston, in the manner hereafter directed; or shall affect any such foreign
slaves as have been certificated under the authority and by virtue of the two Acts
herein-before mentioned, passed in the years one thousand seven hundred and ninety-
four, and one thousand seven hundred and ninety-six, in the manner directed, and
within the respective times limited by the said Acts ; or such foreign sea-faring slaves,
as by this Act are hereafter excepted, provided they passnot the limits and boundaries
thereby prescribed.

5. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the
expiration of six months as aforesaid, after the passing of this Act, it may and shall
be lawful for any one of his Majesty's justices of the peace, in any of the parishes
or precincts of this Island, upon information, complaint or suspicion, that any slave
orslaves, of the description hereinbefore given, and prohibited to remain or abide
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JAMAICA, _ in this Island, is or are hired, employed, harboured or entertained by, or is or are
“—~-— in _anywise in the possession of any person or persons, or suffered to remain or

abide on any settlement or property belonging to, or in the possession or under
the care or management of any person or persons as beforementioned, in his respec-
tive parish or precinct, contrary tothe true intent and meaning of this Act; to

‘Any magistratemay associate with himselftwo other justices of the peace, of the same parish or precinct,
‘associate twoothers who together shall inquire into the grounds of the said information or complaint, or
withhimself, and of the suspicion as aforesaid; and in case such information or complaint, or such
inquire into the suspicion shall appear to be probable and well founded, shall cause the person or
aid if well founded, persons informed against, or complained of, or so suspected, to be summoned to be
may summon par- and appear before them, at some time and place in such summons to be specified,
ties to produce such #4 answer to such information or complaint, or to be examined on the subject of
reece tednc avi such suspicion as aforesaid; and also all persons capable, or judged by them to be
dence respecting Capable of giving evidence concerning the matters charged in such information or
them. complaint, or the subject of such suspicion as aforesaid, to be examined touching

their knowledge of the same; and the person or persons so informed against, com-
plained of or suspected, shall be enjoined and commanded by the said summons
to produce at the same time and place before such justices so associated, all
and every such foreign slave or slaves as he she or they shall have in his her
or their possession, or hired, employed, harboured or entertained by him her or
them, or in anywise abiding or being on his her or their settlement or property,
or any settlement or property in his her or their possession, ‘in the right of
any other person, or under his her or their care or management as aforesaid.

If persons sum- 6. And be it further enacted, That in case any person so directed to be
moned shut their summoned, shall keep his or her gates shut, or shall keep him or herself out of
gates, or otherwise the way, or secret him or herself so that the officer directed to execute the said
Prevent orevade summons shall not be able to serve the same personally, the affixing a copy thereofthe service, copy of wo :
summons, affixed to t0 the gate, or the leaving such copy at the dwelling-house of such person, shall be
or left at dwelling taken as a service thereof, and be deemed to be as good and valid inlaw,as if the
to be good service. original thereof had been exhibited to the person named therein.

Persons disobeying 7. And be it further etiacted by the authority aforesaid, That it may and shall
such summons, or be lawful for the three justices of the peace associated as aforesaid, in case such
behaving contuma- person or persons informed against, complained of or suspected as aforesaid shallciously before the . i d place required by the summons aforesaidmagistrates,may be 2Ot appear before them,at the time and p req y the ;
committed to gaol Upon due proof on oath being made of the service thereof, to issue their warrant to -
for three months. the provost marshal, or his lawful deputy, or any lawful constable, for the appre-

hending and bringing before them such person or persons, and when so brought
(andalso in case any such person or persons, either voluntarily appearing or brought
before them by virtue of their warrant as aforesaid, shall refuse to be examined on
oath on the subject of any suspicion as aforesaid, or shall be found to prevaricate
in his her or their answers) to commit him her or them to the common gaol for such
contempt, withoutbail or mainprize, for such time, not exceeding three months, as to
their discretion shall seem fit.

Persons convicted 8. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and every
ofhiring or enter- person or persons, who shall be duly convicted before such three justices of the
taining such slaves peace associated as aforesaid, on the oath or oaths of one or more credible witness
be Amed.Eatto or witnesses, or on his her or their own voluntary confession, of knowingly and
each slave hired,  Wilfully hiring, employing, harbouring or entertaining, or in anywise retaining m_ his
&e. her or their possession, any slave or slaves of the description hereinbefore given,

and prohibited to remain or abide in this Island; or of knowingly suffering any such
slave or slaves to remain or abide on his her or their settlement or property, or on
any settlement or property in his her or their possession, in the right of any other
person, or under his her or their care or management,afterthe expiration of the
time limited by this Act and contrary to the intent and meaning thereof, shall forfeit
the sum of two hundred pounds, for every slave so hired, employed, harboured. or
entertained, or in anywise possessed or suffered to remain or abide on his her or
their settlement or property, or on any settlement or property in his her or their
possession, in the right of any other person, or under his her or their care or
Management as aforesaid; and in case such slave or slaves shall not be produced

besides £200. for before the said justices in the manner required as aforesaid, such person or persons
eachsuchslave they refusing or neglecting so to do, shall forfeit each the further sum of two hundred

. pounds,
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pounds, for every slave so proved to have been hired, employed, harboured or

entertained by, or in anywise in the possession of any such persca or persons,

or suffered to remain or abide on his her or their settlement or property, or on any

settlement or property in his her or their possession in the right of any other person,

or under his her or their care or management as aforesaid, contrary to the intent

and meaning of this Act, and not produced by himheror them; and the justices

aforesaid, are hereby authorized and empowered to-commit.the offender or offenders

to the common gaol of the county wherein the offence shall have been committed,

there to remain without bail or mainprize, until he she or they shall have daly

paid the several penalties incurred as aforesaid; ene moicty of which said penal-

ties shali be to his Majesty his heirs and successors, for and towards the support

of the government of this Island, and the cther to the informer or prosecutor.

9. And be it enacted and it is hereby declared, That the informer shall be

admitted both to prosecute and give evidence in every such prosecution as aforesaid;

provided nevertheless, that in case any person.or persons shail be convicted on the

evidence of the informer or prosecutor, the whole of the penalty or penalties

incurred by such’ conviction, shall, after the deduction of the expense’ of such

prosceution, be paid to the receiver-general ior the time being, to be applied to
the support of the government of this Island.

10. And be it further cracted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases

wherein any such slave or slaves as aforesaid, shall be refused or neglected to be
produced before the three justices associated in the manner before directed, by
any person or persons hiring, employing, harbouring or entertaining, or having such

slave or slaves in his her or their possession, or suffering such slave or slaves
to remain or abide on his her or their settlement or property, or on any settle-
ment or property in his her or their possession in the right of any other person, or
under his her or their care or management when required so to do by any simmons
as aforesaid, or otherwise commanded by such justices as aforesaid, it may and shall

be lawful for the said justices, and they are hereby empowered and required, to issue
their warrant for the apprehending and bringing before them all such slaves as
aforesaid, concerning whom .such information or complaint. as aforesaid shall have
been made, cr such suspicion as aforesaid shall lic; or who shall any how appear
to such justices to be on any settlement or property, belonging to any such person
or persons as aforesaid, or in his her or their possession, or unaer his her or
their care or management; which warrant shall be directed to the provost-marshal
or any of his lawful deputies, or any, lawful constable ; who are hereby directed and
enjoined to execute the same.

11. And be it enacted, That if any person’ whatsoever shall not on demand
made, open his or her gates, or shall etherwise resist any deputy-marshal or any
constable, in taking up any such slave as aforesaid under the authority hereby given,
and according to the meaning of this Act, every such person shall forfeit the sum
of two hundred pounds for every such offence.

12. Provided nevertheless, and it is hereby enacted, That in case any deputy or
other officer acting under the authority of the provost marshal, or by any other
person or persons, shall make use of ary opportunity that may be afforded to him or
them, on occasion of the cxecution of any warrant issued by any magistrate or
magistrates in the manner aforesaid, under the authority and by virtue of this Act,
to make any levy, or to execute any judicial or mesne process in any civil cause,
every such levy and the execution of every such process shall be null and void, to
all intents and purposes whatsvever; and that every person making such levy, or
executing or attempting to execute any such process, shall be subject and liable to
all damages and expenses arising therefrom ; and, on conviction thereof before any
three justices of the peace of the parish or precinct wherein the ‘offence shall have
been committed, shall suffer six months imprisonment, without bail or mainprize,
in the common gaol for every such offence.

13. And whereas doubts have arisen, whether the proceedings against such slaves
as aforesaid should be considered as a criminal or a civil process ; and whether,
in order to sustain the legality of any warrant issued to apprehend or to comnnit such

slaves, it be not necessary to set forth in such warrant the proper name of, each
Individual slave, which name, in many cases, it may be impossible to obtain ; it is

226, " hereby
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hereby declared, That every such process is, and shall be taken to be, of a criminal
nature, and that any such particular description, as sha!l be sufficient. to ascertain
the person of any such slave, or to discriminate such slaves from any others, not
being foreign slaves within the true intent and meaning of this Act, shall be deomed
to be a sufficient specification of any such slave or slaves, in any warrant issued
under and by virtue of this act.

14. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and every
slave or slaves who shall be produced to the ‘justices of the peace associated as
aforesaid by the person or persons hiring, employing, harbouring or entertaining, or
having such slave or slaves in his her or their possession, or suffering suchslave or
slavesto remain or abide on his her or their settlement or property, or any settle-
ment or property in his her or their possession in the right of any other person, or
under his her or their care or management, or apprehended and brought before the
said justices by virtue of their warrant issued for that purpose, in the manner afore-
said, shall by such justices (unless due proof shall be made on the examination to
their satisfaction, that such slave orslaves is not or are not of the description of
slaves hereinbefore given, and prohibited to remain or abide in this Is!and, and that
such slave or slaves doth or do not come’ within the intent and meaning of this Act)
be committed to the county gaol, there to bs detained in safe and close custody
until such slave or slaves shall be transported in the manner hereafter declared.

15. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the justices
associated as aforesaid shall be, and they hereby are empowered and required to issue
their order to the provost marshal, or his lawful deputy of the gaol to which any

“such slaves as aforesaid shall be by them committed, to sell all such slaves for
transportation, in the manner hereafter declared; and the said justices are hereby
further directed to transmit a copy of the examination, together with a copy of the
Warrant of commitment and of the order aforesaid, to the clerk of the peace of the
precinct wherein such justices shall act, to be recorded forthwith in his office, under
the penalty of two hundred pounds, to be forfeited by the said clerk of the peace for
every neglect so to do: and in case any gaol-keeper shall refuse to receive into his
custody any slave committed to his charge for the purpose of transportation, under
the directions and by virtue of this Act, or having received, shall not detain and keep
in safe and close cusiody every such slave, until such transportation shall be duly
carried into effect, Le snall for every such default forfeit the sum of five hundred
pounds.

16. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the provost-
marshal or his lawful deputy, to whom any orders shall be issued, by any justices of the
peace associated in the manner aforesaid, for the selling for transportation any slave
or slaves, under the authority and byvirtue of this Act, shall, under the penalty of
five hundred pounds, carry the said order into effect, as soon after any such sleve
or slaves as aforesaid shall come into his possession or custody, as an opportunity
shali offer after the sale made hereinafter mentioned; and the monies arising from
such sale, after deducting therefrom a commission of five pounds per centum, and
all expenses, shall be applicd (except in such cases wherein it shall hereafter by this
Act be otherwise directed) in the following manner; to wit, one moiety thereof to
his Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and towards the support of his govern-
ment of this Island, and the other moiety to the informer or prosecutor, or the person
or persons apprehending such slave or slaves, as the case may be: provided always
nevertheless, that the said provost marshal or his lawful deputy shall, under the
penalty of one hundred pounds for each default, cause public notice of such sale to
bg given jn the Royal Gazette,if such sale shall be intended to be had in either of the
counties of Middlesex or Surrey; or in the Cornwall Chronicle, if in the county of
Cornwall; for two weeks previous to the sale being made of any slave or slaves
(specifying in such advertisement the number of slaves so intended to be sold,) who
sliall be directed to be sold for transportation, under the authority and by virtue of
this Act. :

17. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every slave who,under the authority and by virtue of this Act, shall be sold for transportation by theprovost marshal or his lawful deputy, shall notwithstanding such sale, remain in thecustody of the said provost marshal or his said deputy, until the purchaser of such
slave shall have entered into bond, with sufficient security, to our sovereign lord.the

King, 
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King, under the penalty of five hundred pounds for every such slave so purchased,
that every such slave shall be exported off this Island, within thirty days after the
date of such bond, and shall, in the mean time, be kept in close confinement on
board the ship or vessel in which such slave is intended to be exported; which bond
shall be taken by the said provost marshal or his lawful deputy aforesaid, (for which
the said provost marshal, or his said deputy, shall receive from the party entering into
the same, all expenses incidental thereto) and be filed among the records of the clerk
of the peace’s office of the precinct wherein such sale shall be made.

18. Andbe it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every such pur-
chaser of any slave, so directed to be sold for transportation as aforesaid, shall, at the
time ofexecuting such bond as aforesaid, also make oath before the provost marshal
orhis lawful deputy (either of whom is hereby authorized and required to administer
the same) that every such slave so purchased by him: shall be exported to
(death or dangers of the seas excepted), and that the said slave so purchased shall not,
with his knowledge privity or consent, be relanded in this Island.

19. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the provost marshal
or any ofhis deputies, shall not, under the penalty of three hundred pounds for each
offence, deliver over to any purchaser or purchasers any slave so sold for transporta-
tion as aforesaid, until such bond is entered into, and oath taken as aforesaid: and
in case any such slave so sold for transportation as aforesaid, shall be found within
this Island aftex, the expiration ofthe thirty days before limited for his or her exporta-
tion, such slave shall become forfeited to the crown, and be resold for transportation,
by the provest marshal or. his lawful deputy, in the same manner, and under the like
penalties, as are hereinbefcre enacted.

2u. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every slave sold for
transportation, under and by virtue of this Act, who shall be found at large within
this Island, at any time after such sale as is bereinbefore directed, may and shall be
jawfully apprebended by any person whomsoever, and immediately taken before any
of his Majesty's justices of the peace; and if it shall be made to appear to the satis-

119

JAMAICA.

bond to be lodged
in clerk of peace’s
office.

Purchaser to make
oath, that slaves —
shall be exported,
and that they shall
not be relanded.

No slave to be de-
livered until bond
taken, and oath
made, underpenalty
of £. 300. ou pro-
vost-marshal, &c,
and if slave found
again, to be for-
feited,

Stich slaves going
at large, may be
apprehended byany
person, and on due

proof, resold by
order of a magi-

faction of such justice, that such slave has been formerly sold for transportation by ou ate, for transpor-
virtue of this Act, such justice shall by warrant under his hand and seal, direct such avon,
slave to be delivered to the provost marshal or his lawful deputy to be re-sold for-
transportation only; and the moniesarising from such sale after the deduction of the
commission of five pounds per centum, and all necessary expenses, shall be paid Application of pro-
ever, one moiety thereof to the person apprehending such slave, and the other ceeds.
moiety to the receiver-generalfor thie time being, for the support of the government
of this Island.

21. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That immediately from and Foreign persons of
after the passing of this Act, in case any foreign person ofcolour or foreign négro shall colour O neenee
be found going about or at large in any part of this Island, except on the settlementcept on the proper
or property of any person claiming to: be the owner or proprietor of such petson of ties theybelongtv
colour or negro, or having such person ofcolour or negro in his or her possession, or
under his or her care or management, as the representative, or in the right of another,
and within the term ofsix months from and after the passing of this Act, hereby allowed
for the exportation of such foreign French slaves as are herein before-mentioged;
provided such foreign person of colour or foreign negro shall not have a certificate
passport -or police ticket, under the provisions of the Act, intituled, An‘Act for
establishing regtilations respecting persens of a certain’ description, arriving in this
Istand or resident therein, in certain cases; or shall not be of the description of slaves
thatare herein-before excepted from exportation, or ere permitted to remain in this
Island; or unless such foreign person of colour or foreign negro shall be under the
care of some white person properly authorized, who shall be bond. fide conducting
such person of colour or negro to some barquadier, for the purpose of exporting the
same, according to the directions and within the time limited by this Act; ali and
ery of his Majesty’s justices of ‘the peace, and the peace officers ofevery parish of
this Island; and also all and every of his Majesty’s subjects are hereby empowered,
directed and required to apprehend or cause to be apprehended all and every such
foreign person or persons of colour or foreign negro or negroes go found, and to carr
the same, or to cause the same to be carried, before thé nearest magisirate, who is
hereby empowered and enjoined to associate with himself two other magistrates of the and take examina-Same parish or precinct; which three magistrates shall, together, take the examination tion; and unless226, :
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of such foreign person or persons of colour or negro or negrocs, and, unless proof

shall be made to their satistaction that such person or persons of colour or negro or
negroes so brought before them, is or are not of the description of slaves hercinbefore
erdered to be exported, or prohibited to remain or abide on this Istand, or that he
she or they doth or do coe within the intent or meaning of some or one.of the
exceptions or provisions by this Act made and declared, tey shall commit the said
perscn or persons of colour or negro or negroes to the county gacl, and shall precee:
to cause the same to be sold for transportation by the provost marsnal or his lawiul

_ deputy; and their proceedings be recorded by theclerx of the peace, according to
the same regulations and under the same penalties as are hereinbefore enacted and
declared; and the monies arising from such sales shail be applied in the manner
hereinbefore directed.

22, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That whenever any
question shall arise, whether any slave, or any forcign person ef colour, or foreign
negro, taken up or otherwise brought before any magistrate as aforesaid, is sucha

  

slave as comes within the description of slaves hereinbefore ordered to be exported,

or prohibited to remain or abide in this Island, the precf to the contrary shall lie oa
the owner or claimant of such slave, foreign person of colour, or foreign negro, or on
the defendant or defendants; any law custem or usage to the contrary not-
withstanding.

23. And whereas many slaves of a most desperate character, who have hereto-
fore been exported off this Island by the private authorityof their owners or pro-
prietors, or of the representatives of such owners or proprietors, ior misdemeanors
by them committed, and sold into the colonies, islands or territories under the French
government, have during the late influx of foreign slaves, found the means ty return
from the said French cctonies, islands or territories, into this Island, and are now
at large therein, to the great annoyance and danger of this community; be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, and it is hereby declared, That all such slaves
so exported as aforesaid, who have already returned, or shall hereafter return to
this Island from St. Domingo, or any other foreign colony, island or territory, shall
be deemed and taken to: be foreign slaves, of the description hereby prohibited to
remain or abide in this Island, and be liable immediately from and atter the passing
of this Act, to be apprehended and sold for transportation, by the order of the
magistrates, in the same manner as is hereinbefore directed; and that in case any
such slave shall wilfully return from such transportation, and be found again at any
time thereatter in this Island, every such slave shall, on conviction thereof before a
slave-court, sutier death without benefit of clergy,

24. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That from and after the
passing of this Act, it shall not be lawful for any person or persons to hire or employ
any such foreign slave or slaves as is or are cf the description by this Act pro-
hibited to remain or abide any where in this Island, in drogging or navigating
any vessel from any bay, harbour or sea-port to another in this Island; and
that if any such slave or slaves be found so hired or employed, it may and shall
be lawful for any of the officers of his Majesty’s customs of this Island, and for the
naval officer or his deputies, and the commanders of his Majesty's different ships
of war or armed vessels, and for any of the magistrates of ihis Island, to seize such
vessel, and also the slaves aforesaid ; and they are hereby severally empowered and
authorized to seize the same, and to proceed to the condemnation thereof in the-
supreme court ofjudicature, or any of the courts of assize in this Island. -

25. And it is hereby further enacted, ‘That on the conviction of such vessel and.
slaves, the said slaves shall be adjudged by the court to be sold for transportaticn
by the provost marshal, or bis lawful deputy, in the same manner and under the
same regulations as are hereinbefore declared; and that the said vessel and tne
monies arising from the sale of the said slaves, after deducting the commissions and
charges, shall be forfeited to the scle use and benefit cf the party seizing the same :
provided always nevertheless, that nothing in this Act contained shail extend to
prevent the hiring or employing any foreign slave or slaves in navigating any ship.or
other vessel registered according to Act of Parliament, to and from the ports of this
Island and any other part of his Majesty’s dominions, or any foreign port, or to affect
any slave or slaves employed in navigating any foreign vessel permitted to-trade to
any ‘of the ports ofthis Island. ;

26, Be  
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26. Be it nevertheless enacted, and it is hereby-declared, That no such foreign
seafaring slave or slaves as aforesaid, shall be permitted or suffered to proceed further
to the landward of this Island than the wharf, quay or landingplace, where their
labour may be indispensably necessary for the loading or unloading the cargo of the
ship or. vessel to which such slave or slaves shall respectively belong, on pain of
being liable to be apprehended by any of his Majesty’s subjects as is-hereby before
directed, and carried before the nearest magistrate for examination, and of being
dealt with, if found to be of the description of foreign slaves hereby prohibited to
remain or abide .in this Island, and to come within the true intent and meaning of
this Act, in the manner hereby before enacted and declared; or if found to be of
any other description of foreign slaves, of being committed to the nearest workhouse,
for a space oftime not less than twenty-four hours, and till claimed by his or their
respective owner, and the like reward for taking up such slave or slaves, and other
charges enacted by the laws now in force respecting runaway slaves, be paid.

27, And whereas there is great reason to apprehend that’ people of colour or
negroes may be sent from St. Domingo, or some other foreign island or colony to
different parts of this Island, for the purpose of exciting sedition or raising rebellions;
or that some of the foreign people of colour or negroes, who have of late arrived
from thence, and are permitted to reside here, under the sanction. of law, may be
employed as emissaries for such purposes; be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That all and every ofhis Majesty's justices of the peace, and the peace officers
of every parish in this Island, and all and every of his Majesty's subjects, be and they
hereby are empowered and required to apprehend and secure, or cause to be appre-
‘hended and secured, all and every suspected person or persons of the above description,
that may be found in any part of this Island, and to bring carry or send him her or
them before the nearest magistrate, to be by him examined; whoupon finding that there
are probable grounds of suspicion of seditious or rebellious practices on the part of any
such person or persons, or of his her or their having exhorted encouraged or excited
any slave or slaves or any free person of colour, or free negro of this Island thereto,
shall then and in every such case, be obliged under the penalty offivehundred pounds
to commit all and every such person or persons of colour, or negro or negroes, so
brought before him, to close confinement, in any of the gaols of this Island, until
there shall be an opportunity of calling and assembling a slave court.

28. And be it enacted, That on the trial before such court of any such person or
persons as aforesaid, the evidence of slaves shall be received, and that no claim of
aright of freedom shall be allowed to be pleaded on the behalf of the prisoner or
prisoners in bar of the jurisdiction of such court; and if such person or persons of
colour, or negro or’yegroes of the above description, upon his her or their trial, shall
be found guilty of seditious or rebellious practices,or of having exhorted encouraged
or excited any slave or slaves or anyfreeperson of colour or free negro of this Island
thereto, the said person or persons so found guilty and convicted, shall suffer death
without benefit of clergy; and in case there shall not be sufficient proof to convict
such person or persons of the charge on which he she or they shall be tried, but the
jury shall nevertheless from the evidence before them, find bya special verdict, the
prisoner or prisoners to be dangerous to the safety and tranquillity of this Island, the
court is hereby directed and required to remand such prisoner or prisoners to close
confinement in gaol, and to adjudge and order him her or them to be transported off
this Island for life.

29..And whereas the peace and safety of this Island requires, that all such
domestic slaves belonging to any French person or persons residing in the towns of
Kingston and Port Royal, which have been brought hither since the twenty-third day
of August’ in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, and have “before
such arrival at any time inhabited or resided, or in anywise been living or abiding in
the island of St. Domingo, or any other island, colony, territory or dominion
belonging to or under the government of the French nation, should be put under
such regulations as may prevent their having the means of doing any mischief, by
mixing with the slaves of this Island; be it enacted. by the authority aforesaid, That
every such French person possessed of any such foreign French domestic slave or
slaves of the description aforesaid, shall under the penalty of one hundred poynds
for each and every slave neglected to be-registered in the manner hereby directed,
within thirty days after the twenty-fifth day of March in each and every year, so
. 226, : long
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long as this Act shall continue to be in force, either by himself herself or agent,
being a white person, give an account on oath of the number names and quality of
all such slaves in his or her possession, and produce the samebeforethe tivo sitting
magistrates of Kingston, on such day or dayswithin the time before limited, as shall
be publicly appointed by the custos or chief magistrate for that purpose, at the
clerk of the peace's office; and the said sitting magistrates are hereby required, in
case it shall be made to appear to their satisfaction, that such slaves so brought
before them are really and bona fide domestic slaves, belonging to the person in
‘whose name such slaves are brought to be registered, and have never borne arms
or acted in any military capacity, before their arrival in this Island, to direct the

_ clerk of the peace to make out and deliver to the owner of every such slave, or his

in this form;
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on receiver-general.

Noforeigndomestic
slaves to be hired
out, but in King-
ston or Port-Royal,
nor to be sent into
the country (in
which cases, certi-
ficate of no avail)

or her agent, a certificate for each slave, in the following form, viz.

‘* These are to certify, that on the day of
‘ A, B. for, his or her agent] hath produced at this office, a
“ negro [mulatto or other] slave [the name, sex, age, figure and country of the slave
“ to be described] the property of _ [the name rank
‘* and occupation of the proprietor to be setforth] resident in the town of Kingston
‘ [er Port Royal] since the . day of

Office of the Clerk of the Peace, Kingston. Dated the
“ day of

(Signed by the Clerkof the Peace.)
Which certificate shall be in force for one year from the date thereof, provided
nevertheless, that no one family shall be entitled to, or allowed to receive certificates
for any greater number than six such domestic slaves; and such clerk of the peace
shall register all such slaves, by making an entry of every such certificate, in the
words thereof at length, in a book to be by him provided and kept for that
purpose,

30. -And be it further enacted, ‘That every such certificate as aforesaid, shall be
free of any stamp or duty imposed by any law now in force, and delivered to the
owner of any slave so registered as aforesaid, or to his or her agent, without any fee
or reward whatsoever ; and in cage any such certificate shall be lost or destroyed by
accident, the same shall be renewed upon application, either personally or in writ-
ing, of the owner or possessor of the slave for whom the-same shall have been
granted, and such slave being again produced before the clerk of the peace at his
office, and found to agree with the deseription entered upon the register, ‘upon
payment of two shillings and sixpence by the party applying for the same.

31. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the clerk of the
peace aforesaid4shall, within forty days after the twenty-fifth day of March in each
and every yearduring the continuance of this Act, make a return of all the certifi-
cates issued at the preceding general registry, to the custos or chief magistrate of
Kingston, in which shall be set forth the substance and date of every such certifi-
cate, under the pain of forfeiting the salary hereby granted for his trouble, which
return shall beforthwith transmitted: by the said custos or chief magistrate, under
the penalty of one hundred pounds, to the office of the secretary of the lieutenant-
governor, or the governor or commander in chief for the time being.

32. And be it enacted, That the custos or chief magistrate of Kingston shall be,
and he is hereby empowered, immediately upon the receipt of such return, to draw
an order on the receiver-general for the time being, for the payment of the sum of
one hundred pounds, out of any monies in his hands appropriated to the clerk of
the peace aforesaid, which shall be in full compensation to him, for his trouble in
certificating and registering all such slaves as aforesaid.

33. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the owner or
possessor, or the owners or possessors of any such foreign French domestic slaves
as aforesaid, shall be, and they hereby are prohibited from hiring the said slaves out
in any parish of this Island, the towns of Kingston and Port Royal as aforesaid
only excepted; or from sending such slaves any whither into the country, (in either
of which cases the certificate last mentioned shall not protect any such slave from
being apprehended and taken up, if found at a greater distance than half a mile
from one of the said towns, and dealt with as a-foreign slave, prohibited by this Act

to  
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to remain or abide in this Island;) or from hiring them out on board any ship, sloop JAMAICA.

or vessel whatsoever, under the penalty of one hundred pounds for each and every ys
. : nor to be hired on

such latter offence; and in case of the seizure of any drogger or other vessel, forpoavdvessels, under
having any foreign: slaves on board, the proof of their not coming under the £.100. penalty.
description aforesaid shall lie upon the owner or owners, claimant or claimants, In case of seizure

who notwithstanding shall be subject and liable to all expenses occasioned byof vessel, for having

stopping or detaining the said vessel. probandi to lie on
elaimant.34. Provided always nevertheless, and it is hereby declared, That in case any ;

French person residing in Kingston or Port Royal, or any other place in this Island, Foreignslaves whe
_ shall, at the time of the passing this Act, have in his possession or shall at any time jave never been

hereafter become possessed in this Island, of any foreign slave or slaves, who never in St. Domingo,
at any time hath or have inhabited or resided or in anywise been living or abiding in °F aay otherisland,
the Island of St. Domingo, or any other island, colony, territory or dominion France onan ;

belonging to or under the government of the French nation, or in any colony terri- nation ‘at war with
tory or dominion belonging to any nation now at war with Great Britain, since the GreatBritain since
commencement of hostilities, the said slave or slaves shall not be deemed to come hostilities con
within the meaning of this Act, or be laid under the restrictions thereof: provided thosewhoquitted.
also, that no slave imported from St. Domingo or any other French island, st. Domingo, &e.

colony, territory or dominion, which slave hath been brought into or arrivedin this before 234 August

Island before the twenty-third day of August in the year one thousand seven hundred he.notaffected
and ninety-one aforesaid, and hath constantly resided and lived in this Island ever °Y “"*“°™
since such arrival as aforesaid, shall be deemed or construed to be within the intent
or meaning of this Act or be in anywise affected thereby, to whomsoever such slave
shall belong.

95. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any French Persons swearing
or other person shall, in order to obtain a certificate from the clerk of the peacefalsely{0 obi
aforesaid, for any slave, be guilty of any false and wilful forswearing, or shall $fperjury. © y
suborn or procure any other person to swear falsely, he or she, being thereof duly
convicted, shall incur and suffer the: pains and penalties inflicted by law on such
persons as shall commit, or shall suborn any other person to commit, unlawful and
corrupt perjury. oO

36.- And be it also enacted by the authority aforesaid, any thing in this Act to the Incase ofsuspicious.
contrary notwithstanding, That in case it shall appear to the two sitting magistratesslavesbeing
of Kingston aforesaid, that there is just cause to-suspect that any slave or slavesjiSoq"° be cer-
brought before them to be certificated as aforesaid, are not domestic slaves, or do ,
not really belong to the person or persons in whose name or names they are brought:
to be certificated and registered, or are slaves of such a character or description as
may render them dangerous to the peace and tranquillity of this Island, the said they are to be pro-
magistrates are hereby authorized empoweredand required to commit forthwith suchceededagaist aoe
slave or slaves to gaol, and to associate with themselves one or more other magistrates P ,

- of the same precinct; which said magistrates so associated shall cause to be brought
before them all persons capable of giving evidence, and shall together take the -
examination of such slave or slaves as aforesaid; and, unless proof shall be made unless proof is
to their satisfaction that such slave or slaves are really domestic slaves, . belonging tomade, that treyine
the person or persons in whose name or names they were brought to be certificated tion, P
and registered, and of a character and description consistent with the true intent and
meaning of this Act, and that no fraud or collusion has been practised or been
intended to be practised, shall remand such slave or slaves to close confinement in
gaol, .and cause him her or them to be sold for transportation by the provost marshal
or his lawful deputy, and their proceedings to be recorded. by the clerk of the peace,
in the same manner and under the same regulations and penalties as are hereinbefore
enacted and declared; the monies arising from which sale or sales shall, after
deducting the commissions and expenses, be paid over to the receiver-general for
re time being, to be applied towards the support of the government of this
sland.

37. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it may and shall Allforeign slaves
be lawful for any peace officer of the parishes of Kingston and Port Royal, and forfoundin singston
any officer or private of the town guard of Kingston, to apprehend any foreign French withoutcertificates,
slave (seafaring slaves: belonging to and employed in navigating vessels trading to after 24th April,
and from this Island and any port without the same, and found only on the wharves to be taken up and
quays or landing places of the said towns in the manner hereinbefore mentioned, examined Cexeept

226, excepted) °
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other thanthe crew,

and specify parti-
culars in writing.
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excepted) who after the twenty-fourth day of April’ next shall be found without a
certificate as aforesaid, and to carry such slave before the clerk of the peace of such
of the parishes aforesaid wherein the said slave shall be found, for examination by a
magistrate ; aid if it shall appear that such slave had been certificated as aforesaid,
but that the certificate has been lost by negligence, the said magistrate shall order
the owner or owners, claimant or claimants of such slave, to pay to the person or
persons who apprehended him for examination the sum of ten shillings, and shall
commit the said slave to the workhouse for such time, not exceeding twenty-four
hours, as in his discretion he shall think fit, and, in default of the immediate
payment of the ten shillings aforesaid, until the same shall be duly paid; but in case
no proof shall be offered to his satisfaction that such slave had been certificated in
manner aforesaid, the said magistrate.shall be and hereby is authorized and required
to associate with himself two other magistrates of the same precinct; which three
magistrates so associated, unless it shall be duly proved to their satisfaction that
such slave is not a foreign slave of the description hereinbefore ordered to be
exported, or prohibited to remain or abide in this Island, or that such slave had
been duly certificated,but has lost his certificate, or unless good and sufficient
security shall be given that such slave shall be exported off this Island within the
time limited by this Act (provided the said time shall not be then expired,) shall
cause such slave to be sold for transportation by the provost marshal or his lawful
deputy, in the manner and under the regulations and penalties hereinbefore directed;
and the monies arising irom such sale, after deducting the commission and ail
expenses, shall be applied in the manner hereinbefore declared. ,

38. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any constable or
peace officer, or any other person, shall wilfully destroy any certificate, granted in
manner aforesaid, to any French domestic slave, by the clerk of the peace of the
parish of Kingston, he shall, on being duly convicted thereof before any three ma-
gistrates of the parish wherein the offence shall have been committed, be fined in a
sum not exceeding twenty pounds, and be kept in confinement in the common gaol
until the fine be paid; provided that such: confinement shall not exceed the term of
two months.

39. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it may and shall be.
lawful for the lieutenant governor, or the’ governor or commander in chief for the
time being, upon apprehension of danger to this Island, by and with the consent,
and advice of the privy council, to order by proclamation all such foreign French
domestic slaves as aforesaid, or such of them as the said proclamation shall ser forth,
to be exported off this Island, by their respective owners or possessors; and in case
such exportation shall not be complied with, according to the terms of, and within
the time prescribed by, such proclamation, to order and direct by warrant under
his hand and seal, the provost marshal, or ‘his lawful deputy or deputies, to appre-
hend and take up all such slaves as aforesaid, and to keep them in close confinement
and safe custody, until such means shall be found of conveying the said slaves out
of thisIsland, as the said lieutenant governor, governor or commander in chief shall,
with the advice of the privy council approve of.

40. And, in order to prevent any further introduction of slaves from St. Domingo,
or any other island, colony, territory or dominion belonging to, or under the govern-
iment of, the French nation. or belonging to any other nation now at war with Great
Britain; be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, Thatfrom and after the passing of
this Act, the master or commander of every ship, vessel or boat, which shall arrive
in any port of this Island, from any port without the same, shall, immediately on
his arrival, declare upon oath, to the naval officer or his deputy of such port, whether
there is or are, to the best of his knowledge, any negro or other slave or slaves on.
board his vessel, not being slaves bond fide belonging to his said vessel, and employed
in navigating the same; and in his said declaration, shall specify the number, and
sex or sexes of such slaves, if any there be on board his said vessel, the place or
places where they were taken on board, and the name or names of their respective
owners or proprietors, and such further particulars concerning them and each of
them, as shall have come to his knowledge; and shall also at the same tine render,
‘on oath to the said naval officer or his deputy, an account and list in Writing, of all
such slaves on board his said ship, vessel or boat, asbelong thereto, and are em-
ployed in navigating the same: provided nevertheless, that the master or com-

mander  
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~ mander of any ship or vessel from the coast of Africa shall, so far as respects any JAMAICA.-
slaves, being new negroes, on board his said ship er vessel, composing the cargo a
thereof as merchandize, be required and obliged only to declare on oath, generally, Vessels from the
whether or not any of the slaves of the description of new negroes as aforesaid, on ¢08t of Africa ex-
board his ship. or vessel, have been landed in St. Domingo, or any other island, °°Pt¢-
colony, territory or dominion, belonging to, or under the government of, the French
nation, or ofany other nation now at war with Great Britain, since such slaves were.
brought from the coast of Africa.

41. And be it further enaeted by the authority aforesaid, That the master or com- Masters of vessels,.
mander of any ship vessel or boat.so arriving as aforesaid, who shall neglect or refuse neglecting to de-
to make such declaration on oath, or to render such account and list on oath as afore- clare, toforfeit

. : . £-70. for each slave
said, shall for every such offence forfeit and pay the sum of seventy pounds for each found on board.
and every such slave who shall have been on board at the time of the arrival of such ,
ship vessel or boat as aforesaid; one moiety whereof shall be to his Majesty, his
heirs and successors, for the: support of the government of this Island, and
the other moiety to the informer or informers, to be recovered before:any to be recovered
three magistrates acting in and for the parish in which such offence shall before three ma-
have been committed; and that it shall be lawful for the collector and comptroller 8##es-
-of the customs of the port, and for the naval officer or his deputy, where such ship Vessel to be de-
vessel or boat shall have arrived, and they are hereby required and enjoined, to detain tained until fine
such ship vessel or boat as aforesaid until the same shall have been paid. paid.

42. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall not be Noslaveto he
lawful for any master or commander of any ship vessel or boat arriving in any port landed without a
of this Island, from any port without the same, to land, or suffer to be landed, any Peefromnaval
slave or slaves not being slaves bona fide belonging to his said vessel, and employed penalty of £: 200.
in navigating the same (in which case all such slaves shall be under the regulations and six months
and restrictions hereinbefore provided and declared for foreign seafaring slaves '™prisonment.

. employed in navigating vessels to and from this Island) without a permit in writing .
‘from the naval officer, or his deputy, of such port where he shall have arrived, under
the pain of forfeiting the sum of two hundred pounds for every such slave so landed ;
one moiety whereof shall be to his Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and towards
the support of the government of this Island, and the other moiety to the informer;

. and of suffering the further punishment of six months imprisonment, without bail
or mainprize, in the common gaol, on conviction of such offence before any three
magistrates of the parish or precinct wherein it shall be committed. °

43. And be it further enactedby the authority aforesaid, That the naval officer Naval officer to
or his deputy, shall not grant to any master or commander of any ship vessel or grant no such per-
boat so arriving as aforesaid, any permit in any other manner than is hereafter mitg under penalty
mentioned, to land, or suffer to be landed, any slave or slaves (new negroes from of £. 200,
the coast of Africa, which have never been landed in St. Domingo, or any other
French or other foreign Island, colony, territoryor dominion, whether imported
from Africa in British vessels, or found on board any prize vessel taken from an
enemy, excepted) under the penalty of two hundred pounds for each and every slave
80 permitted to be landed ; to be recovered in the supreme court, or either of the
courts of assize in this Island; one moiety whereof to be to the use of his Majesty,
his heirs and successors, for the support of the governmentof this Island, and the
other moiety to the person suing for the same.

44, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it may and shall pntoss oath be made
be lawful for the naval officer or his deputy of any of the ports of this Island, upon by the owner,
oath being made before him, by the owner or proprietor, or his or her agent, that such slave is
being a white person of known credibility, that any slave or slaves mentioned in the not ofthefeserip-
declaration of such master or commander of any ship. vessel or boat as aforesaid, hath scribed, P
or have not at any time theretofore since the twenty-third day of August in the year
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, inhabited or resided or in anywise been
living or abiding in St. Domingo, or in any other Island, colony, territory or dominion
belonging to, or under the government of the French nation, or in any colony
territory or dominion, belonging ‘to any other nation now. at war with Great
Britain, since the commencement of hostilities, to grant a permit in writing, for the
landing such slave or slaves as shall be specified in such oath.

.45. Provided alwaysand it is hereby enacted,That. in case any Owner OF -PYO= Persons herein
prietor.of any slave ‘or slaves as aforesaid, or his or her agent, shall be guilty of any swearing falsely,

226.- false guilty of perjury.
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false and wilful forswearing in taking the oath aforesaid, or shall unlawfully and’
corruptly procure or suborn any person to take the said oath falsely, he or she being
thereof duly convicted, shall for every such offence incur the pains and penalties
inflicted by law on all such persons as shall commit wilful perjury, or shall procure
or suborn any person to commit any unlawful or corrupt perjury. .

46. And be it further enacted, That in case information shall be given on oath,
to any one of his Majesty’s justices of the peace of the parish wherein such slave or
slaves so landed may afterwards be found, that the permit to land such slave or
slaves was fraudulently obtained, contrary to the intent and meaning of this Act,
and that such slave or slaves is or are of the description of foreign slaves hereinbefore
prohibited to remain or abide in this Island, such justice of the peace shall be, and
he hereby is empowered and required to cause such slave or slaves to be apprehended,
and to associate with himself two other justices of the peace of the same precinct;
which justices so associated, upon the fact being duly proved before them to their
satisfaction, shall cause such slave or slaves to be sold for transportation, by the
provost marshal or his lawful deputy, under the same regulations as are herein-
before directed; and the monics arising from such sale or sales shall be applied
in the manner hereinbefore declared.

47. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the naval officer
or his deputy of the several ports of this Island, shall be entitled for taking the
declaration of the master or commander of any ship vessel or boat, and the ac-
count and list as ‘aforesaid, and for administering the several oaths by this Act
required, (which oaths they or either of them, are hereby authorized and empowered
to administer,) and for making out and granting the permit in writing, for landing”
any such slave or slaves as aforesaid, to demandafee of five shillings for every
such slave (new negroes excepted) so permitted to be landed; to be paid by the:
owner or proprietor of the said slaves, or the person applying for the same in
his or her behalf, before such slave or slaves shall be landed; which fees. shall
be in full compensation to such naval officer and his deputies, for the additional
duty imposed on them by this Act. oO

48. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any attempt.
shall be made to land clandestinely any foreign slave from on board any ship vessel.
or boat in any port, harbour, bay or creek, or any where on the sea coast of this,
Island, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this act as aforesaid, it may and
shall be lawful for any of the officers of his Majesty’s customs, or any other of bis

"Majesty's subjects, to seize every such slave, and to carry the same before the nearest
‘magistrate, who is hereby empowered and directed to associate with himself two:

Indemnity for per- |
sons ‘executing this
Act, :

Limitation of ac-
tions. .

: General issue,

Treble costs.

Penalty on agents,
for neglect of duty,

other magistrates of the same precinct, who, together, shall examine into the fact
of such attempt to land such foreign slave; and upon due proof being made to their
satistaction that the same was clandestinely done, and not occasioned by shipwreck
or any other unavoidable or irresistible necessity, shall comuit such slave to the county
gaol, and order the same to be sold for transportation by the provost marshal, or his
lawful deputy, ia the manner by this Act before directed; and the monies arising from
such sale, aiter deducting the usual commissions and charges, shall be applied to the
sole use and benefit of the person or persons appreliending and seizing such slave.

49. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person or
persons shall at any time be sued or prosecuted for any thing by him or them done or
executed in pursuance and under the authority of this Act, suci action or prosecution
shall be commenced within the space of six months next after the offence shall have
been committed; and that the defendantor defendants therein may plead the general
issue, “not guilty,” and give this Act and the specialmatter in evidence at any trial to
be had thereupon; and that the same was done in pursuance and under the authority
of this act; and if the same shall appear to have been so done, that the jury shall:
find a verdict for the defendant or defendants; and if the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall -
become non-suit, or suffer a discontinuance of his her or their action, or if a verdict
shall pass against the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants shall have
treble costs,. and have the like remedy for the same, as any defendant or defendants
hath or have for costs of suitin any other cases by law.

50. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in. case any justice
of the peace, clerk of the peace, provost marshal, deputy marshal, gaol keeper,

° constable  
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constable, naval officer, or his deputy, or any other person by whom any thing is
directed by this Act to be done and performed, shall refuse to perferm, or shall
neglect his duty in any thing required by this Act to be done, for which default no
penalty is herein-before provided, every such person so offending shall forfeit the sum
of one hundred pounds for every such neglect or refusal.

51. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases
wherein any penalty in this Act mentioned, is directed to be recovered before any
justice or justices of the peace, such justice. or justices are hereby empowered and
enjoined to commit the offender or offenders on conviction to the common gaol, there
to remain without bail or mainprize until such penalty or penalties shall be duly
paid; and that all penalties not herein directed how they shall be recovered, shall
be recovered in the supreme court of judicature, or in the courts of assize in this
Island, by action of debt, bill, plaint or information, wherein, as also in all actions
orsuits brought for penaities, hereinbefore expressly directed to be recovered in the
supreme court, or courts of assize, no essoign, protection, wager of law, imparlance,
or injunction shall be granted or allowed, or non vult ulterius prosequi be entered;
one moiety of which penalties shall be to the use of his Majesty, his heirs and
successors, for and towards the support of the government of this Island, and the

- contingent charges thereof, and the ether moiety to the informer, or him her or them
who shall sue for the same.

52. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the
passing of this Act, an Act passed on the twenty-fifth day of March in the year
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-six, intituled, “ An Act to probibit the
selling, purchasing, hiring or employing certain foreign slaves, except as therein
mentioned,” shall be and stand repealed: provided nevertheless, that all such
offences committed against the said Act, before the passing hereof, which it shall be
consistent with the purpose and the true intent and meaning of this Act to punish
and no other, shall be tried and determined, and all pains and penalties thereby
enacted for the punishment of such offences, shall be inflicted and recovered in the
manner and form by the said Act provided and declared.

 

Aw ACT to authorize and empower the Commander in Chief for the time
being to cause parties to be raised and fitted out for suppressing any
Rebellion, and for going in pursuit of, and reducing runaway Slaves.

[29th October 1807.]
WHEREAS the public peace and safety of this Island require that sufficient

power and authority should be vested in the governor, lieutenant-governor or com-
mander in chief, to cause parties to be raised for the immediate suppression of
rebellions or rebellious conspiracies, or any dangerous assemblage of runaway
slaves, without declaring martial law, which cannot be declared without many.
und great inconveniences to this Island in general, and ought not to be declared
but in cases of the most urgent necessity; we your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal
subjects, the assembly of this your Majesty’s Island of Jamaica, humbly beseech
your Majesty, that it may be enacted, be it therefore enacted by the lieutenant-
Governor, council and assembly of this your Majesty’s said Island, and it is hereby
enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, That from and after the passing of
this Act, it may and shail be lawful for the governor, lieuteriant-governor or commander
in chiefofthis Island for the time being, and he is hereby authorized and empowered,
whenever, from application made or information received, he shall judge the same to
be expedient and necessary, to order and direct the commanding officer of any regi-
ment or battalion of militia to raise and fit out such and so many parties, corposed
of persons serving in the militia of the parish or precinct wherein such officer shall
command, as the said commander in chief shall think requisite and appoint for the
suppression of any rebeliion or rebellious conspiracy, or the ‘taking and bringing in,
or destroying any such runaway slaves as may be assembled, or supposed fo be
assembled, within or in the neighbourhood ‘of such parish; which party orparties shall be well and sufficiently provided with good arms accoutrements
‘rd amutunition, such as the officers commanding the respective parties shall approveof, ;

226, | 2. And
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2. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case the rebellion
‘shall at any time be so extensive, or the assemblage or assemblages of runaway
slaves be so numerous, that the governor, lieutenant-governor or commander in
chief shall judge that the parties which may or can be raised and fitted out in any
one parish, will not be sufficient and able to suppress such rebellion or to reduce
such runaway slaves, it may and shall be lawful for such governor, lieutenant-
governor or commander in chief to direct and order the commanding officers of the
regiments or battalions of militia, of such and so many of the parishes adjoining to
that wherein the rebellion shall exist or such runaway slaves be assembled,ashe
shall think proper, also to raise and fit out such and so many parties in the manner
aforesaid, as the public exigency shall appear to him to require.

~ 3, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it may and shall be
lawful for the governor, lieutenant-governor or commander in chief for the time
being, during the actual existence of any rebellion or association ofrunaway or other
slaves for rebellious purposes, to order such drafts from any other regiments of horse
or foot in this Island to be sent in aid of such parties, so raised and fitted out as
aforesaid, as shall be necessary.

4. And be it further enacted by theauthority aforesaid, That all such good and
able men of free condition as shall offer themselves as volunteers, and enlist for the
service aforesaid, shall be entitled to and receive a bounty, not exceeding the sum of

- ten pounds each, as shall be regulated by the commander ‘in chief in general orders,

Members of assem-
bly, custos, &c. _
to be commissioners
for the purposes of
this Act.

to be paid immediately after the conclusion of such service by the receiver-general,
under the authority of the warrant of the governor, lieufenant-governor or com-
mander in chief, which he is hereby empowered to grant upon a certificate being
produced to him, sworn to by the officer. commanding the party in“which such
volunteer shall have served, and countersigned by the commanding officer of the
regiment or batialion of the parish from whence such party was fitted out, over
and above the pay and other encouragements by this Act hereinafter mentioned and

eclared.

5. And whereas, for the more effectually carrying into execution several of the
purposes of this Act, it is necessary that certain commissioners should: be ap-
pointed in every parish of this Island; be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
for effecting the purposes of this Act, the following persons shall be, and they are
hereby constituted and appointed commissioners, that is to say, the members of the
assembly for the time being, the custos or senior magistrate of each and every
parish in this Island, and in and for the parish of St. George, Robert Gray (of
Pigeon Hill) Alexander Park and Benjamin-Crossley; for the parish of Vere, Thomas
Alpress Priddie, James Mitchell, Alexander Schaw, and John Kennedy; for the
parish of Saint Dorothy, Samuel Queneborough, David Gardiner and William

~ Jackson ;. for the parish of St.John, JohnQuier, Peter Douglas, and John Grant; .
for the parish of Saint Thomas in the Vale, Francis Grabam, Hector M‘Kay,
Thomas Rossiter, and Robert William Harris ; for the parish of Saint James, William
‘Murray, George Watson and George Lawrence; for the parish of Trelawny, John
Black, James Campbell, Alexander Edgar, and William Baker Utten; for the parish
of Hanover, Alexander Campbell (of Copse,) Dugald Campbell and George
Malcolm; for the parish of Westmorland, James Colquhoun Grant, James
‘Mackintosh and James Brown ;’ for the parish of Saint Elizabeth, John White,
David Shakespeare and William Kellitt Hewitt; for the parish of Clarendon,

. Williams Smith, William Pusey Hayle and James Bedward ; for the parish of Saint
Thomas in the East, Nathaniel Augustus Grant, Robert Logan, George Panton.
and John Kelly ; for the parish of Saint Andrew, Alexander Ector, John Morrison
and James Waddell; for the parish of Port Royal, Samuel Whitehorrie Barnett,
Leonard Wray and*Alexander M‘Larty; for the parish of Portland, Thomas Oakley
senior, Robert Mein and James Colthirst Colthirst; for the parish of Saint Ann,

- James Newly,. George Cruickshank, Henry Ashmeade, and Charles Steer; for the
-parish of Saint David, Joseph Delpratt, William Weir, and James Ouchterlony;
for the parish of Kingston, George Kinghorn, William Taylor and James Inglis;
for the parish of Saint Catherine, George Howel, James Stewart, Francis Smith,
William Cruickshank and William Ramsay; for the parish of Saint Mary, Joseph
Green, Henry Cox and James Kidston; ‘and any other three persons resident in
any parish, from time to time to be appointed by the commander in chief for the

"time
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time being; which said commissioners shall have full power and authority to procure
all such necessary provisions, and other requisite articles, for the use of any party or
parties, raised and to be sent out as aforesaid, as to the said commissioners shall
seem expedient. .

6th. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners, or any two ofthem,
be hereby authorized and empowered to contract with any butcher or butchers for

' fresh beef, and with any. otherperson or persons whatsoever for alf such other
articles as shall be necessary for the comfortable subsistence and accommodation of
the parties to be sent out under the authority of this Act, and also of any other body
of militia orregular white troops, whenever on actual service against an enemy :
‘And that in case the said commissioners shall find it impracticable at any time to
provide by contract for the militia or regular white troops, or the parties aforesaid,
when actually employed, they, or any two of them, are hereby empowered to issue
warrants, authorizing such person or persons as they shall think. proper to press
cattle, and other provisions or matters, for the accommodation of the militia and

~ regular white troops, and the parties as aforesaid, when on actual service against an
enemy : Provided, that nothing herein contained shallin anywise defeator interfere
with any contract entered into, or to be entered into, for the subsistence of His
Majesty's troops quartered in this Island. :

7th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it may and shall be
lawful for the said commissioners, or any two of them, under the order of the
¢ommander in chief for the time being, to raise such a number of negro or other
slaves, for arms or baggage, as to them may appear necessary,. to be sent out with
-any party raised and fitted out under the authority of this Act: Provided always,
That the number-of the slaves which shall be required from the several and respective
estates or individuals ‘in any parish, or district of a parish, shall be in proportion
to the whole number belonging to such estate or individual.

_ 8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it may and shall be
lawful for the said commissioners, or any two ofthem, at anytime when the militia of
this Island, or any part thereof, or any ofHis Majesty's regular white troops, are em-
ployed in actual service against an enemy, or any party or parties are raised and
actually sent out under the authority of this Act, to hire, or in case that should not
be practicable, to press such slaves, horses, mules, draught cattle, carts, wains or
waggons, as the public service shall require, in the manner hereinafter directed, and

JAMAICA.
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observing the equitable proportion with respect to the properties and individuals.
before mentioned.

8th. And be it fuyther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said commis-
sioners, or any two of them, shall cause notice to be given, by warrant under their
hands and seals, at each estate, or to each individual, in the respective parish or
district of any parish, of the particular proportion of shot and baggage slaves, horses,
mules, draught cattle, carts, wains or waggons, as they are so required to send as
aforesaid ; and the shewing of the warrant to the master, owner, or any other person
who shall have the care or charge of such estates, or of any number of slaves,
horses, mules, draught cattle, carts, wains, or waggons, shall be held and taken
for sufficient notice.” OO

10th. Andbeit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases where
amaster, owner, or overseer, or other-person, entrusted with the care or charge of
any plantation or. settlement, or of any number of slaves, horses, mules, draught cattle,
earts, wains or waggons, shall on notice given, refuse or neglect to send the propor-
tion of good and able slaves, or of horses, mules, draught cattle, carts, wains, or
waggons required, such as shall be approved of by the said commissioners, every

Notice to be gives
to eftates of allot< |
ments of flaves,
cattle, &c.

In cafe of refufal to
furnifh allotments, a
fine of 1004 to be
impofed;

person so offending shall forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds; but if it shall ap- -
pear that such default did not happen through the direction of the master or owner,
‘but by refusal or neglect of the overseer, m such case, the overseer or person en-

_ trusted shall be liable to such penalty.

11th. And be it further enacted, That upon every such neglect or refusal as afore”
said, it may and shall be lawful for the said commissioners, or any two of them, to
authorize, by warrant under their hands and seals, the impressing and taking the
number of good and able slaves, and of serviceable horses, mules, draught cattle,
carts, wains, or waggons, which shall have been required as aforesaid: Provided
always, that no chief boiler, head driver, or tradesman shall be so impressed.
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JAMAICA. 12th. And. be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case at any

Commiffioners may time when the militia of this Island, or any part thereof, or any of His Majesty8
hire, or, on necefity, Tegular white troops shall be actually employed against an enemy, the.c@mniissioners
imprefs boats, wher- aforesaid should find it necessary to employ any wherry, boat, or. other vessel, it
me for public may and shall be lawful for the said commissioners to hire such wherry, boat, or

other vessel; and in case this shall not be in their power, to authorize,’ by warrant
under their hands and seals, the impressing and taking such wherries, boats, or
vessels which the public service may require. Co

Officerscommanding 4 3¢h. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the officer
nayimpreleos commanding any party raised and sent out by virtue of this Act, be and he is
Tages, cattle, &c. hereby empowered (provided that, from the shortness of time, or other exigency of
Freeeraee** the case, he eannot be, or is not, furnished by the commissioners aforesaid with
owners; such carts, wains, waggons or other carriages, draught cattle, mules or horses,

as the nature of the service may immediately require,) to impress, in the most
equitable manner that he can, all such carriages, cattle, mules and horses as afore-
said, of which there shall be immediate need: which commanding officer is hereby
required, (under the penalty of one hundred pounds for every neglect or refusal, to
be recovered in a summary way before any justice of the peace of the parish where -
such impress is made, which penalty shall be to the use of the owner of any such im-
pressed article or.articles,) to give certificates of the waggons, wains, carts and other
carriages, draught cattle, mules and horses-by him so impressed, therein expressing
the time when they were employed in such service, as also any hurt or acci-

who are to receive dent that may have, happened to the same, to the end that the owner thereof may,
compen{ation, to be receive reasonable satisfaction; the amount of which hire and damages shall be re-

gulated and ascertained by any two. of the Commissioners aforesaid, whoshall attest
the same under their hands, in the manner hereinafter directed.

Slaves to be valued, 14th. And whereas slaves serving in such parties as may be fitted out under the
ane thesont authority of this Act, may be killed or disabled; BE it enacted by the au-
to receive adequate thority aforesaid, That all and every such slave or slaves who shall be employed in

Compenfation ; such parties, shall previous thereto be valued and appraised by the said commis-
sioners, or any two persons,to be appointed by them, and that such valuation shall
not exceed the sum of two hundred pounds: And in case any slave or slaves shall
be killed, the master or owner of such slave or slaves shall receive, for every slave
so killed, the sum at which the said slave shall have been valued: and in case any
such slave or slaves shall be disabled by loss of limb, the master or owner of such
slave or slaves shall receive such sum as shall appear to be the difference in the value
of such slave or slaves, at the time of being valued as aforesaid, and upon a re-
valuation{ to be made by the said commissioners, after such slave or slaves shall

tobepaidbyreceiver become so\lisabled as aforesaid; which said several sums the receiver general for
Serr otto icate. the time being shall and he is hereby directed and required to pay out of any monies

in his hands unappropriated, unto the master or owner of every such slave or slaves
so killed or disabled as aforesaid, on a certificate being produced to him, under the
hand of the commanding or senior officer of the party to which such slave or slaves
belonged, that such slave or slaves was or were so killed or disabled in the party
under his command, or of which he was senior officer: And in case the said re-

If not paid to bear ceiver general shall not have in bis hands money sufticient to answer such purpose,
intereft from date. 6 ig hereby authorized and empowered to certify on the back of such certificate,

that the holder or holders thereof shall be entitled to receive, out of the public
treasury of this Island, the sum therein mentioned, with interest from the dates
thereot respectively, at six pounds per centum per annum ; and such certificate shall
be received in payment of all duties and public taxes whatsoever, the revenue duties

Slaves, &e. dying in excepted: Provided nevertheless, that if any slaves, horses, mules or cattle, die
pulic fervice t0 De o are lost in the service, and are paid for by the public, in all cases no hire shall bepaid for. : ¢ ae :

allowed ; and the value of the horses and mules shall be estimated at a sum not ex-
ceeding forty pounds respectively, and for cattle per head, at a sum not exceeding
thirty pounds. .

Provifionforfamilies 15th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any
offreeperfons killed Jodian, free person of colour, or free negro, who shall have enlisted as a volunteer,in public fervice. ; - wee . . m

or have been drafted from the militia, to serve in any party raised and fitted out
by virtue of this Act, shall in any action be disabled or killed, each person so-
disabled, or the family of each 50 killed, shall be entitled to the same provision,
subject to the same conditions, as is allowed to free persons of colour and free

226, ‘negroes
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negroes by an Act of this Island, passed on the twenty-second day of December
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, intituled, “ An Act to make pro-
‘yision for the Families of such free People of Colour and free Negroes enrolled

in the Militia, as shall be killed or disabled in the Public Service.”

16th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the commanding

JAMAICA.
*VS

36 Geo. 3, cap. 15.

Pay of parties,

officer of every party fitted out under this Act, shall have and receive for his pay -

twenty shillings per day; each other commissioned officer, fifteen shillings per day ;

each non-commissioned officer, seven shillings and sixpence per day; each private

white man, five shillings per day; and each free Indian, mulatto, and negro, five
shillings per day; and that such slave entrusted with arms, or carrying baggage on

such party, shall receive three shillings and four-pence per day; which pay for said

slaves shall be paid to the owner or proprietor, his or her agent or representative,

for the hire of every such slave as shall serve in any party as aforesaid.

17th, And be it enacted, That the respective pay as aforesaid to such officers, white

men and others, as shall be raised as aforesaid, or impressed to go out in any party
- ag directedby this Act, shall commence from the day on which they shall be actually

employed in thatservice, and continue until they are discharged, and no longer;
and shall be paid to the commanding officer of every such party by the receiver ge-

neral, out of any public money in his hands; which said commanding officer is hereby

required to distribute the same to the several officers, non-commissioned officers,

and. men of such party, at the several rates before declared: Provided always, that
the commanding officer of every such party shall, before the receipt of such pay as
aforesaid, deliver to the receiver general a muster roll, upon oath of the officers and
private men, and of the slaves bearing arms or baggage, in actual service under.his
command, in such party; which said muster-roll, with the commanding officer's re
ceipt thereon, shall be a good and sufficient voucher and authority to the receiver
general for the payment of the money expressed therein.

"48th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That over and above the
pay hereinbefore allowed to the parties sent out under the authority of this Act, each
party shall have and receive the sum of fifteen pounds, and no more, for every re-
bellious negro, mulatto, or other slave they shall kill ; and the sum of twenty pounds,
and no more, for every such rebellious slave as they shall take and bring in alive;
and for every runaway slave above the age of fourteen years, the sum of ten pounds,
and no more ; and forty shillings for every negro, mulatto, or other boy or girl, under
fourteen years of age, which such party shall bring in alive; which said reward or
rewards shall be paid to the commanding officer of such party by thereceiver general,
out of any public money in his hands unappropriated,.upon an affidavit of such com-
manding officer being produced to him, attested in the manner hereinafter directed,
that the‘slave or slaves, for the killing or taking of whom he claims such reward or
rewards, was or were killed or taken by the party under his command: Provided
always, that when any party shall kill any rebellious slave, the commanding officer,

_ or any two other officers of such party, shall be obliged, and are hereby directed, to
view the body of such slave so killed, and to certify under his or their hand or hands,
and on oath, the age, quality, sex and mark of such slave which hath been killed, and
to produce personally all such slaves as have been taken prisoners, to the commis-
sioners, or any two of them, appointed by this Act as aforesaid, for the parish from
whence such party was sent out, who in such case are hereby empowered and di-

_ rected to attest the affidavit of the commanding officer of such party as aforesaid, and
not otherwise.

1gth. And be it-further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in order to prevent
any disputes that might arise about dividing the reward or rewards as aforesaid, the
commanding officer of every such party as aforesaid, shall be authorized, and he is
hereby directed to distribute one sixth part of all such rewards, in equal shares,
amongst the commissioned officers of such party, and the remaining five parts
amongst the non-commissioned officers and privates, and tke slaves bearing arms or
baggage, serving in such party, in the proportion of one-third less to each such slave
than to the said non-commissioned officers and privates (being free men) of such
party ; which share of the rewards as aforesaid, hereby allotted for such slaves, shall
be paid to such slaves themselves, for their own private use and particular encou-
Tagement, and not to their owners or proprictors.

20th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all slaves, whether
rebellious
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rebellious or only runaway, who shall be taken by any partysent out as aforesaid,
and brought in alive by them to the commissioners appointed as aforesaid by this
Act, shall be-committed by them, or some one of them, to the gaol of the parish for
which such commissioners shall be appointed; and in case there should be no gaol
in such parish, to the gaol of the precinct or of the county in which such parish shall

- be situated; and the keeper of such gaol, or the deputy marshal, shall be and he is
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hereby required, under the penalty of twenty pounds, to receive and detain in safe
custody every such rebellious or runaway slave, until suchslave shall be delivered by
due course of law.

2ist. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all officers and
men serving on any party raised, and sent out under the authority of this Act, shall
be tried for all crimes and misdemeanors by them done or committed while they are
employed in Such service; videlicet, all commissioned officers by a general court
martial, and all private men, according to the natureof their offence, by a general
or regimental court martial, to be respectively appointed by commission from the
governor, lieutenant governor, or commander in chief for the time being, according
to the rules and articles of war that shall then be in force, any law, custom, or
usage to the ‘contrary notwithstanding.

22d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every officer or
private man in the militia of this Island, who shall be drafted out as aforesaid, by
order of the governor, lieutenant governor, or commander in chief for the time
being, or the commanding officer of the militia in the district to which he or they
belong, and shall refuse or neglect to repair to his colours, march or obey such other
orders as he shall receive from his superior officer, shall, if an officer, be tried bya
general court martial, and if a private man, by a regimental court martial, for such
his disobedience:or neglect, according to the rules and articles of war hereinbefore
mentioned.

23d. Andbe it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all orders and
commands which shall or may be given, in respect to military arrangements, regula-
tions, or purposes, by any officer acting as a general officer on the staff, by commission
under the hand and seal, or by the appointment of the commander in chief (which
commission is hereby exempted from any stamp or other duty), whenever, in'time
of any public necessity, the governor, lieutenant governor, or commander in chief
for the time being shall find it expedient for the public service to make such appoint-
ment, shall be obeyed and complied with, according to the exigency thereof, by all
persons subject and liable to military command and subordination, within the district
wherein such general officer shall be appointed to command.

24th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the provost
marshal general of this Island, or any of his deputies, shall not, on any pretence
whatsoever, presume to take or arrest any of the officers or men, or the slaves, em-
ployed in any party by virtue of this Act, or within thirly days after they and each of
them are respectively discharged, nor in the time of his going to or coming from the
place of duty or rendezvous. of such party, under the penalty of fifty pounds, and
of being further liable to an action of false imprisonment; and in case of any such
arrest, it may and shall be lawful for any one of His Majesty’sjustices of the peace
for the parish where such person or persons shall be arrested, and such justice is
hereby required immediately to release him or them from such imprisonment,

25th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the commis-
sioners appointedas aforesaid, in the several and respective parishes of this Island, for
carrying into effect the purposes of this Act, shall be and they are hereby directed and
required to attest, under their hands, all purchases, contracts, bargains, agreements,
accounts, demands, certificates, and vouchers for all matters and things which by
this Act they are authorized and enjoined to transact; and the same being verified
by the respective claimants on oath, shall be laid before the commissioners appointed
or to be appointed by law for stating and settling the public accounts, in order to
their being examined and audited by them, in the manner next hereinafter mentioned
and directed.

26th. And whereas many accounts, charges, and demands may accrue against
the publicofthis Island, in consequence of measures to be taken by virtue of this Act
for reducing rebellious and runaway slaves, and which it is Just and fit should be
liquidated and settled; BE it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the com-

, missioners
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missioners appointed or to be appointed by law for stating and settling the public — JAMAICA. .

accounts, shall be and they are hereby authorized and empowered to audit all such oe

accounts, charges, andl demands which shall have su accrued, and have been pre-

sented to or laid before them, at any time previous to the next meeting of the assem-

bly thereafter; and to grant certificates, bearing interest at and after the rate of SIX who may grant cer-

pounds per centum per annum, signed by any two of the said commissioners last- tificates for the fame,

mentioned, and countersigned by the receiver general, for the respective sums for bearing intereft.

which the same shall be passed; and which said cértificates shall be taken in payment

of all public duties and taxes whatever, the revenue duties excepted.

“gvth. And itis hereby declared, That this or any future assembly will indemnify Commiffioners under ©
. oe . : . this Act ind ified,

and save harmless the commissioners appointed as aforesaid, for effecting the several saeco.

purposes of this Act, from any personal responsibility which may lie upon them, or

any ofthem, by reason of any engagements which they, or any of them, shall have

bona fide made for the public service, according to the true intent and meaning of

this Act.

28th. And be it hereby enacted and declared, That the actions, transactions and Aés of any two
i ° ICE] . $ . / : commiffioners to ba

proceedings of any two of the commissioners herein appointed or to be appointed as jay,

aforesaid, shall, for carrying into effect the purposes of this Act, be held and con-

sidered as good and valid as if the same had been the act and acts of the whole of

them.

agth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every commanding Penalty on com-

officer of a regiment or battalion, every officer commanding a party, every commis~ manding officers, &c. ”

sioner aforesaid, and every justice of the peace, who shall refuse or neglect to do his for neglect of duty.
or their duty, in any matter or thing required of him or them by this Act, shall
respectively, for every offence, forfeit the sum of fifty pounds.

' goth. And be it further enacted by tlie authority aforesaid, That nothingherein: Powerofcolonels to

contained is meant or intended to do away any power granted by the militia law, a¢ton emergency
now or hereafter to be in force enabling colonels or commanding officers of the several notinterfered with.
districts to order a muster on any sudden emergency or alarm, and to take such other
steps for public security as to him the said colonel or commanding officer shall seem
absolutely necessary and proper.

gist. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all penalties in How penalties are to’
this Act mentioned, not exceeding twenty pounds, and not declared how they shall be. be recovered,

recovered, shall be recovered before any of His Majesty's justices of the peace of

the parish or precinct wherein the offence shall have been committed, who is hereby
authorized and empowered to issue his warrant to summon the party or parties
complained of before him, and on conviction to enforce payment of the forfeiture

or penalty, by warrant for distraining on the offender’s goods and chattels, directed

to the provost marshal or any of his lawful deputies, or to the constable or constables

‘ofsuch parish or precinct, which penalties shall’ be paid into the hands of the party or

parties complaining: And that all penalties exceeding twenty pounds shall be

recovered in the supreme court ofjudicature, or in the courts of assize in this Island,
wherein no essoign, protection, imparlance, wager of law, on cult ulterius prosequt,

or injunction, shall be entered or allowed; one half whereof shall be to the informer, and applied,

or him or them who shall sue for the same, and the other half be paid to the
receiver general, for and towards supporting the contingent charges of the govern- -
ment of this Island; any law custom or usage to the contrary notwithstanding.

32d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person or Indemnity to publi¢
persons, by whom any thing is required to be done by this Act, shall at any time be *8°"*
sued or prosecuted for any such thing done and executed in pursuance and under the
authority of this Act, the defendant or defendants may plead the general issue “ not
guilty, * and give this Act, and the special matter, in evidence at any trial to be had
thereupon, and that the same was had in pursuance and under the authority of this’
Act: And if the same shall appear to have been so done, that the jury shall find a
verdict for the defendant or defendants; and_if the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall become.
nonsuited, or suffer a discontinuance of his her or their action, or if a verdict shall
pass against the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants shall have treble
costs, and have the like remedy for the same as any defendant or defendants hath or
have for costs in any other cases by law.

General iffue

Treble cofts.

*

226, An

133



134

114 COLONIAL LAWS RELATING TO

JAMAICA. An ACT for providing a Maintenance for People of free condition con.
Ne fined for debt, and Slaves confined in the county gaols of . this Ysland.—

[28 November 1807.]

Preamble, WHEREAS the Acts granting allowances to debtors of free condition, and
slaves confined in the gaols of this Island, require amendment; May it please Your
Majesty, That it may be enacted; BH it therefore enacted by the Heutenant governor,
council, and assembly of this Your Majesty's Island of Jamaica; and it it hereby
enacted by the authority of the same, That from and after the passing of this Act,

as. 6d. petdiem for there shall be allowed to every person of free condition, confined. for debt in any
aenech per gaol of this Island, the sum of two shillings and sixpence per diem for maintenance;

fon offree condition and that there shall be allowed and paid by the week, for subsistence to every negro
eefor debt39 and other slave confined in any of the county gaols of this Island, the sum of five
isiand, alfo ss. per Shillings, by the keeper of the said respective gaols, under the penalty, on every such
week for flavesin  gaol-keeper, for every neglect or refusal, of ten pounds, to be recovered in a sum-
confinement. mary manner before any'two magistrates of the parish or precinct wherein such de-

puty marshal shall neglect or refuse to pay such allowances as aforesaid: Provided
Provifo. nevertheless, and the said gaol-keeper is hereby required, under the like penalty, to

be recovered in manner aforesaid, to furnish and supply every such debtor or slave
as aforesaid, being sick, with such necessaries as the physician or surgeon having the
medical superintendence of such gaol shall direct in writing to be provided ; and in
order to make compensation to the said gaol-keepers for such sums as they shall ad-
vance under and in pursuance of this Act, it shall and may be lawful for the said
gaol-keepers to charge in their accounts at and after the rate of six pounds per
centui per annum on all sums actually advanced by them from the time of their re-

_ spective advances, and which shall be allowed and paid the said gaol-keepers.

 

An ACT to repeal several Acts therein mentioned respecting Slaves, to declare
Slaves Assets for payment of Debts and Legacies, and in what manner they.
shall descend and be held as property, and be sold and conveyed in certain
cases. [28 November 1807.]

Preamble. WHEREAS on the expiration of a certain Act, intituled, “ An Act to repeal the
several Acts and clauses of Acts respecting slaves therein mentioned, and for the
‘better order and government of slaves, and other purposes, the several Acts and
clauses of Acts in and by the said Act repealed, will revive and be in force: And
whereas it is expedient that all and every the said Acts and clauses of Acts, and also
certain other enactments respecting slaves should be and stand repealed, to the end
that the code for the protection and government of slaves may be simplified, and
as much as may be consolidated: We, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal sub-
jects, the assembly of this Your Majesty’s Island of Jamaica, most humbly beseech
Your Majesty, That it may be enacted; BE it therefore enacted by the lieutenant-.
governor, council and assembly ofthesaid Island; and it is hereby enacted and

Reveal of the fol- ordained by the authority of the same, That from and after the first day of De-
owing Adts. cember next, all and every the Laws and Acts hereinafter mentioned, and every part

thereof, be and stand repealed, annulled, and made void, to all intents and purposes
whatsoever; any thing in the said laws, or in any other law contained, to the con-
trary in any anywise notwithstanding; videlicet, An Act of the governor, council,
and assembly ot this Island, intituled, “ An Act for regulating servants,” passed in the
year of our Lord one thousand six hundred and eighty-one; also one other Act of
the lieutenant governor, council, and assembly, intituled, “ An Act for the better
order and government of Slaves,” passed in the year of our Lord one thousand six
hundred and ninety-six ; also one other Act, intituled, “An Act for the more effectual
punishing of crimes committed by Slayes,” passed in the year of our Lord one
thousand seven hundred and seventeen; also one other Act, intituled, “An Act for
the encouragement of voluntary parties to suppress rebellious and runaway Negroes,”
passed in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighteen; also one
other Act, intituled, “An Act to inflict further and other punishments on the trans-
gressors of two several Acts, the one intituled, ‘ An Act for the better order and
government of Slaves,’ and the other intituled, ‘ An Act to prevent the enticing or
iveigling of Slaves from the possessors, and for the preventing the transportation of
Staves by mortgagérs and tenants for life and years; and for regulating abuses com-
initted by Slayes,’” passed in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and

226, twenty-
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twenty-five ; also one other Act to repeal part of an Acct, intituled, “ An Act for the
more effectual punishment of crimes committed by Slaves, and to oblige the several
parishes to pay for all negroes executed in each respective parish,” passed in the
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and forty; also one other Act, in-
tituled, ‘© An Act to explain and amend an Act, intituled, ‘ An Act for the better
order and government of Slaves, and for making free and rewarding a negro
named Hector, belonging to Thomas Fuller, esquire, and paying his said master
tbe value of the said negro,” passed in the year of our Lord one thousand seven
hundred and forty-four; also one other Act, intituled, “‘ An Act to inflict further and
other punishments on runaway Slaves, and such as shall entertain them,” passed in
the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and forty-nine; also one other
Act to amend an Act, infituled, “An Act to repeal part of an Act, intituled, ‘ An
Act for the more effectual punishment of crimes committed by Slaves, and to oblige
the several parishes to. pay for all Negroes executed in each respective parish,”
passed in the said year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and _forty-
nine ; also, “ An Act to prevent the clandestine killing and marking of cattle, and
for the better regulating of hunting,” passed in the said year of our Lord one
thousand seven hundred and forty-nine; also one other Act, intituled, ‘““ An Act
to explain part of an Act, intituled, ‘ An Act for the better order and govern-
ment of Slaves, and. for inflicting further and other punishments on persons killing
negrees or slaves,” passed in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
fifty-one; also one other Act, intituled, “‘ An Act to remedy the evils arising from
irregular assemblies of Slaves, and to prevent their possessing arms and ammunition,

JAMAICA.

a

and going from place to place without tickets, and for preventing the practice of
obeah, and to restrain overseers from leaving the estates under their care on certain.
days, and to oblige all free negroes, mulattoes or Indians, to register their names in
the vestry books of the respective parishes of this Island, end to carry about them
the certificate, and wear the badge of their freedom; and to prevent any captain,
master or supercargo of any vessel bringing back slaves transported off this Island,”
passed in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and sixty; also one
other Act, ‘intituled, “An Act to explain and amendan Act, intituled, ‘ An Act to
remedy the evils arising from irregular assemblies of Slaves, and to prevent their
possessing arms and ammunition, and going from place to place without tickets, and
for preventing the practice of obeah, and to restrain overseers from leaving the
estates under their care on certain days, and to oblige all free negroes, mulattoes or
Indians, te register their names in the vestry-books of the respective parishes of this
Island, and to carry about them the certificate, and wear the badge of their free-
dom ; and to prevent any captain, master or supercargo ofany vessel bringing back
Slaves transported off this Island,” passed in the year of our Lord one thousand
seven hundred and sixty-one ;” also one other Act, intituled, “‘ An Act to repeal an
Act, intituled, ‘ An Act for the more effectual preventing Negroes and other Slaves
from deserting from their owners, and departing from this Island in a clandestine
manner, and to punish such persons as shall be aiding, assisting or abetting such
Slaves in their escape, and for the more effectual preventing Negroes and other
Slaves from deserting from their owners, and departing from this Island in a clan-
destine manner, and to punish such persons as shall be aiding, assisting or abetting
such Slaves in their escape,’” passed in the year of our Lord one thousand seven
hundred and seventy-one; also one other Act, passed in the year of our Lord one
thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, intituled, “ An Act to explain, alter and
amend an Act, passed in the year of our Lord one thousand six hundred and ninety-
six, intituled, ‘ An Act for the better order and government of Slaves;’” and also one.
other Act, intituled, “‘ An Act to repeal several Acts and clauses of Acts respecting
Slaves, and for the better order and government of Slaves, and for other purposes,”
passed the twenty-second day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousandv

seven hundred and eighty-seven.

2d. And whereas in and by certain of the Acts and clauses of Acts herein and
hereby repealed, provision was made for making slaves assets for payment of debts
and legacies, and in what manner they should descend and be held as property, and
be conveyed in certain cases;and it is expedient to continue and amend such whole- -
‘some regulations; BE it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no slave
shall be free by becoming a Christian; and for payment of debts and legacies, all
Slaves shall be deemed and taken as all other goods and chattels are in the hands of
€xecutorsor administrators ; and where other goods and. chattels are not sufficient

to
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to satisfy the said debts and legacies, then so many slaves as are necessary for the
payment of debts and legacies shall be sold, and the remainingslaves, after the pay-
ment of the said debts and legacies, shallbe judged, deemed and taken as inheritance,
and shall accordingly descend; and all children of slaves, born in the possession of
tenant for life or years, shall remain or revert, as the parents do or should have done,
to him or her in reversion or remainder, after expiration of such term of years after
the death of tenant for life or tenant in tail, after possibility of issue extinct: Pro-
vided nevertheless, that nothingin this clause shall extend, or be construed to extend,
to leases heretofore made, any thing in this or any other Act to the contrary in any-
wise notwithstanding.

ad. And whereas in and by an Act, intituled, ‘“ An Act to repeal the several Acts
and clauses of Acts respecting slaves therein mentioned, and for the better order and
government of Slaves, and other purposes, the fortieth clause of an Act of the lieu-
tenant governor, council and assembly of this Island, intituled, “ An Act for the
better order and government of Slaves,” passed in the year of our Lord one thousand
six hundred and ninety-six, being the same clause herembefore re-enacted, was an-
nulled, repealed, and made void: And whereas the said clause was so annulled,
repealed and made void inadvertently and through mistake, and advantages may be
attempted to be taken of such mistake by designing persons; BE it therefore enacted
and declared by the authority aforesaid, That the said clause, and every matter and
thing therein contained, is to be taken and considered to have been and continued
in force and effect from the timeofpassing the said Act, in. thesaid year of our Lord
one thousand six hundred and ninety-six, until the passing of this present Act,
any law usage or custom to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding.

4th. And be it further enacted, That all slaves assigned for dower shall be liable,
_proportionably with those belonging to any heir or heirs, to the payment of debts, but
not of legacies, any thing to the contrary notwithstanding: Provided nothing in this
Act contained shall extend to hinder any person, possessed in his own right of any
slave or slaves, to sell, or by gift or otherwise dispose of such slave or slaves as he
shall thinkfit during his lifetime; which sale, gift or disposal shall be a perpetual bar
to his wife from any claim of dower in such slave or slaves.

5th. And in order that there may be a safe and regular mode in which property
in slaves maybe transferred at an easy expense; BE it enacted, That the clerks
of the peace, or clerks of the vestry where no clerks of the peace are, of the several
parishes and precincts within this Island, shall keep a distinct book, in which it shall
and may be lawful for all persons resident within the parish or precinct where such
book is kept, to cause entries to be made of all slaves sold and disposed of, and agreed
to be conveyed by toll; in every which entry shall be expressed the time of the sale
made, the names of the vendor and vendee, the name and mark of the slave or slaves,
with the consideration for which sold; which said entry or toll, if the seller is law-
fully authorized to sell or dispose of such slave or slaves, shall be as good and valid
to ratify and confirm the said sale or sales, as if the same had been by deed or
writing under hand and seal, and shall be held, deemed and adjudged to be a suf-
ficient record and evidence in any court of record within this Island: Provided
always, that no entry by way of toll shall be effectual to transfer and convey the
slaves of a femmecovert,but that such slaves shall only be transferred and conveyed
by deed, executed and proved-in the same manner and form as is required to deeds
for barring dower; and if any person shall raze, injure or destroy any such entry or
toll, the person so offending, on being convicted in the supreme court, or any court
of assize within this Island, shall suffer such punishment as the law has provided
against such as raze, injure or destroy records; and if any clerk, by whom such book
is directed to be kept, shall. refuse or neglect to make such entry, on receiving or
having tendered to him the legal fee, he shall forfeit to the party or parties injured
the sum of ten pounds for every such offence, to be.recovered in a summary way,
before two or more magistrates of the parish or precinct, and to be levied, by warrant
undertheir hands and seals, on the goods and chattels of the offender.

 

An
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An ACTfor. the protection, subsisting, clothing, and for ‘the better order, JAMAICA.

regulation, and government of Slaves; and forotherpurposes.—[14th De-
cetber 1809.]

WHEREAS itis éxpedient to provide for the protection, subsistence, clothing, Preamble.

and better order and government of the slaves in this Island; may it please Your
Majesty, That it may be enacted; BE it therefore enacted by thé governor,
council and assembly of this Your Majesty’s Island of Jamaica, That trom and Slaves tobe allowed

after the commencing of this Act, the slaves belonging to or employed on every plan- for day in everyee ’ gingto or employ YPlan~ fortnight, hefides
tation or settlement shall, over and above the holidays hereinafter to be mentioned, Sundays, except

be allowed one day in every fortnight to cultivate their own provision grounds, exclu- penaltyofone

sive of Sundays, except during the time of crop, under the penalty of twenty pounds,
to be recovered against the overseer or.other person having the care of such slavés.

ad. And be it further enacted bythe authority aforesaid, That every such master, Negro grounds:to be
owner or possessor, or his or her overseer or chief manager, shall, under the penalty infpected every
of ten pounds for each neglect, personally inspect into the condition of the negro menth.
grounds once in every month at least, in order to see that the same are cultivated and.
kept up in a proper manner, of which oath shall be made, asin this Act is hereafter

directed: And whereas it may happen, that on some plantations, pens, scttlements where there-are not

and towns in this Island, there may not be lands proper for the cultivation.of pro- proper lands, each
visions, then and in that case the masters, owners, or possessors do, by some other Villon eeualto Bros
avays and means, make good and ample provision for all such slaves as they shall be 3s. 4d. per week.
possessed of, equal to the value of three shillings and four-pence currency per week
for each slave; in order that they may be properly supported.and maintained, under
the penalty offifty pounds. ©

3d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every master, Proper clothing to
owner, or possessor of slaves, shall, once in every year, provide and give to each begiven to flaves an-
slave they shall be possessed of, proper and sufficient clothing, to be approved ofmalty ofgol Pes
‘by the justices and vestryof the parish where such master, owner, or possessor of ;
such slaves shall reside, under the penaltyof fifty pounds,

4th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That every master, Yearly accounts to
‘owner, proprietor, or possessor of slaves, his or her overseer or chief manager, at provifion mofthe
their giving in an account of their slaves and stock. to the justices and: vestry, on and clothing deli-.
the twenty-eighth day of December in every year, or at the vestry which shall be yeredtofaves, un-
held next after that day, shall, under the. penalty of fifty pounds for every neglect, Tm penalty Of 5c 4
give in an account, on oath, of the nature and quantity of the clothing actually
served to each slaveon such plantation, pen, or other settlement, for the appro-
bation of the justiced.and vestry as aforesaid; and shall likewise at the same time
declare, on oath, that ‘he has inspected the negro ground (where such grounds are
allotted) of such plantation, pen, or settlement, according to the directions of this
Act. ,

5th. And ‘be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no master, Poffefforsofflaves
owner, or possessor of any slave or slaves, whether in his or‘her own right, or as mefoturnthem of.

attorney, guardian, trustee, executor, or otherwise, shall diseard or turn away any infirmity, but keep ©
such slave or slaves on account or by reason of such slave or slaves being rendered them on their-pro-
. : . . perties, and.provide
incapable of labour or service to such master, owner or possessor, by -means of for them, underpe-
sickness, age, or infirmity; but every such master, owner, or possessor as aforesaid, nalty of204
shall be and he is hereby obliged to keep all such slave or slaves upon his her or
their properties, and to find and provide them with sufficient clothing, wholesome
necessaries of life, ‘and not suffer such slave or.slaves as aforesaid to be in want
thereof, or to wander about or become burthensome to others for sustenance, under
the penalty of twenty pounds for every such offence, to be recovered in a summary
manner before any twojustices, of .the peace on this Island; who are hereby autho- _
tized, empowered and required to cause such master, owner, or possessor, his: her -
or their attorney or agent, andsuch other persons as they shall judge necessary te
be summoned before them, to enable them to judge and determine of the propriety
of such information, and whether such master, owner, or possessor ought to incur
the said penalty; and in the mean time, and until such trial can be had, the said
justices of the peace, upon their own view, or upon the information ofany white person Wandering flaves
on oath, are’ hereby empowered and required to take up such wandering, sick, aged, eebetakenw and
or infirm slave or slaves, and to lodge him her or them, in the nearest workhouse, houfe to be fupport-
there tobe clothed and fed, but not worked, at the expense of the master, owner, ed, till poffefforfum-:

moned, and matter
2262 OF inquired into,
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JAMAICA. or possessor, until such trial as aforesaid ean be had; and if it shall appear to the’“——.—— said justices on such trial, that the party or parties so complained of is or are guilty of
Ifpofleffor fount —_the said offence, and shall refuse to pay the said sum of twentypounds, And the feesfry penalty, work. OF such workhouse, for the maintenance of such slave .or slaves, together withhoute fees, &c. he ie the charges of clothing and of the conviction, the said Justices are hereby required
hepy to gaol till and empowered, under the penalty of twenty pounds, forthwithby warrent under

, their hands and seals directed to the constable, to commit such offender or offenders
to the common gaol of the county or parish where the offence shall be committed,
there to remain until he or she shall pay the said sum of twenty pounds and charges
as aforesaid; one moiety of which said fine shall be paid into the hands of the
churchwardens of such parish for the poor of said parish, any law custam or
usage to the contrary notwithstanding.

6th. And whereas from the decease and change of residence of many proprie- .
tors of slaves, and other circumstances, and from the manumission of negro, mujatto,
and other slaves, without any suitable provision being made for their future main-
tenance, many unhappy objects, afflicted with contagious distempers, or disabled
from labour by sickness, age, and otherwise, and having no owners, prove .dan-
gerous, or become.a burthen and nuisance to the several towns and parishes ofthis

Juftices and veftries Island: For remedy whereof, BE it further enactedby the authority aforesaid,
fo laytaxes for fupe ‘That the justices and vestrymen of the several towns and parishes inthis Island
Broes, who are to be be empowered, and they are hereby empowered fo lay a tax upon the inhabitants.of
palladto thepariihes the several town and parishes, in the same manneras the parochial taxes are usually
owners refided, as laid, for the purpose of raising such a sum as they shall judge sufficient to provide
are thofe free poor for the maintenance, clothing, medical care and ‘attendance in the workhouses or
aeeuaicd _ other convenient places of the said several towns and parishes of this Island, of such

negro, mulatto, or other slaves, or other unhappy objects as aforesaid: And the
magistrates respectively. of such town and parish are hereby empowered‘ahd 're-
quired, upon application being made to them, or either of them, to order all such
objects as aforesaid to be removed and conveyed to the respective workhouses of
each parish, where (if a slave) the former proprietor or proprietors, owner or owners
of such slave lived or resided; or, if a person manumised or made ‘free of the
parish wherein the owner or owners commonly resided, or the property was situated,
to whom or to which such manumised person belonged previous to the execution ofsuch
manumission, or if such manumission be by will, immediately previous to the decease
of the testator or testatrix, there to be lodged and taken care of as aforesaid: And

. the magistrates and vestries of the several towns and parishes as aforesaid, are
hereby empowered and required to make, from time to time, all such humane and
salutary regulations for the purposes aforesaid, as to them shall seem necessary and
expedient; and the supervisor or keeper. of the workhouse in such parish to which
such slave shall be sent by warrant from any other parish, shall be subject to
receive the same, under the penalty of twentypounds. .

Veitries to make re.
gulations for their

accommodation,

In the cafeofmanu- 7th. And it is hereby enacted and declared, That every parish inthis Island, to
mifed perfonsbe- which any manumised person shall be removed in pursuance of this Act, or anycoming burthenfome 1 f f for thi he vl of the legal sett] “toany parith, fuch 4aUSE Of any former Act for-this purpose, as to the place of the legal settlement of
parith may have ree such person, shall be entitled to claim all the advantages to be derived by law from |
Spetothe fecu, the security bond directed to be entered into and given in and by an Act passed in
my under1g Geo, the fifteenth year of the reign of His present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for regue
JEL, cap. 18. lating the manumission ofNegro, Mulatto, and other Slaves, and to oblige the owners

to make a provision for'them during their lives,” by any person or persons manumis~
ing any slave or slaves, to the churchwardens of whatsoever parish such bond may
have been given, as fully as if the same had been entered into te the churchwardens-
of the parish to which such manumised person shall become burthensome.

Property of owners 8th. Avd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any goods,
Hable for fupport of chattels, or slaves belonging to the owners of such old, infirm, and deserted slaves
though not inthe 8 aforesaid, who shall have became burthensome ta any parish for support, shallparith theybecome thereafter be found in any part of this Island, it may and shall be lawful for theburthenfome to. churchwardeus of every such parish to recover the full amount of all expenses, to

which such parish shall at any time have been put, on account of such deserted
slaves, before any two justices of the peace of the parish or precinct wherein such
goods, chattels or slaves shall be found, by distress and sale of the same.

Ditabled flaves, the  gth. And whereas it sometimes happens that aged, infirm, or disabled slaves be-_
propertyof infolvent Jongiue to the estates of insolvent debtors, remain in the custedy of the provestdebtors, in cultody 32 5. ! marshal  
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marshal of this Island, or -his deputies, without ‘a possibility of the same being sold. JAMAICA.
for the benefit of the creditors of such estates; BE it enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That upon preof being made on oath by any deputy marshal, before any Soe earedby
two magistrates of the district wherein he shall hold his appointment, that any slave order of two magi-
or slaves of the above description has or have been in his custody for more than ftratesto the pari
six months thereto preceding, that such slave or slaves have been repeatedly put refided.
up to sale by public outcry, that no bidder has offered to purchase the same, and.
there is no probability of his or théir being sold, it may and shall be lawful for the
said two magistrates to make an order, under their hands and seals, for the re--
moval of such slave or slaves to the parish wherein the ownerof such slave or slaves
resided, at or immediately before the time when he or she took the benefit of the
Act for the relief of insolvent debtors, now in force or hereafter to be in force, there
to be. maintained and provided for, according to the directions of this Act, herein-
before declared.

1oth. And it is hereby further enacted, That such order being recorded in the office such order being re-
ofthe clerk of the peace of the precinct wherein the gaol of such deputy marshal Corded in clerk of -
as aforesaid shall be situated, shall be deemed and taken, in all the courts of this PoySmeePe
Island, as a complete and perfect acquittalofall demands, claims, suits, and actions of deputies indemnified
every kind on or against such provost marshal ar any of his deputies,'as may or 1*tng under it.
shall be made, instituted, or preferred -by any persdh or persons whatsoever, on
account ‘or: by reason of the removal-of any such slave or slaves as aforesaid out of .
his or their custody.

1ith. Andwhereas negroes afflicted with the yaws are sometimes permitted to If negroes afflicted
leave their masters property and travel about the country, to the great annoyance With the yaws areCOYG. t . of : : ee : allowedto leave theof the public and of those in the neighbourhood 3. BE it-enacted, That every owner property and travel
or proprietor of slaves, or his her or their overseer, as the case may-be, permitting about the country,ASSIA ME ONY : : a Ne the owner,&c.per-the same, shall forfeit the sum of twenty pounds for every such offence ; one MOlety mitting the fame to
of which to be paid to the informer, and the other moiety .t0 the churchwardens forfeit 204.foreach.
for the poor of the parish in-which the offence shall be committed, and which for-
feiture shall be recovered ina summary manner, on oath of the. informer,or.other
person,complaining, to be levied by warrant of the said magistrates, who on refusal.
or failure of payment, are hereby authorized to commit the delinquent to the county
or nearest. gaol until paid.

12th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every field slave Field faves are toon such plantation or settlement shall, on work-days, be allowed half an hour for pavetalfanhourfor
breakfast, and two hours for dinner ; and that no slaves shall be compelled to any hours for dinner,
manner of field-work upon the plantation before the hour of five in the morning, or and not to work be-
after the hour of seven at night, except during the time of crop, under the penalty {ere five nor after: . . : J feven, except durinof fifty-pounds, to be recovered against the overseer or other person having the crop, underpenalty
charge of such slaves. of 501,

13th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That for the future all staves to be allowed
Slaves in this Island shalt be allowed the usual number of holidays that were allowed, ‘he wfaalholidays5
at the usual seasons of Christmas, Easter, and Whitsuntide : Provided that at every ‘have two facceffive
such respective season ne two holidays shali be allowed to follow or succeed im- cavesexcept at
mediately one after the other, except at.Christmas, when they shall be allowed “"™**
Christmas day, and also the day immediately succeeding; any law, custom, or usage
‘to the contrary notwithstanding: And if any master, owner, guardian; or attorney y¢ perfons allow
of any plantation or settlement, or the overseer of such plantation or settlement, themmore holidays
Shall presume, at the seasons aforesaid, to allow any holidays. to any slave belonging toattotefeafons, they
any such plantation or settlement, other than is directed by this Act to be given, every **
person so offending shall forfeit thesum of five pounds.

__, '4th, And in order to encourage slaves for every good and worthy act that they staves taking u
shall do ; BE it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every slave or slaves runaways, or difco~that shall: inform against any person who shall have or conceal any runaway slave berber pengor slaves, so that such runaway slave or slaves may be taken and restored to.his rewarded at difere.
or their owner or owners, or be committed to any workhouse, every such slave 02 ofa magiftrate.
or slaves so informing shall be entitled to such reward as any justice shall think just
and reasonable, ‘and be paid by such person or persons. as such justice shall
determine ought to pay the same, not less than ten shillings, nor exceeding twenty
shillings, to be enforced by a warrant under the hand and seal of such justice.

15th, And be it further enacted: by the authority aforesaid, That if any slave
. or
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or slaves shall kill ‘or take any slave. or slaves in actual rebellion, he or they shall
‘receive from the churchwardens of the respective parishes where such slave or.
slaves shall have been killed, the sum of three pounds, and the sum of five pounds.
if taken alive, and a blue cloth cvat, ‘to be. paid and furnished by the churchwardens
of the respective parishes where such slave or slaves shall have been killed or.
taken ; the whole expense whereof shall be reimbursed by the receiver general for.
the time being, out of any monies in his hands unappropriated. ;

- 16th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person
hereafter shall wantonly, willingly, or bloodmindediy kill, or cause to be killed, any’
negro, or other slave, such person so offending shalf, on conviction, be adjudged
guilty of felony, without benefit of clergy, andshall suffer death accordingly for the:

a said offence: Provided always, That such conviction shall not extend: to the
corrupting the blood, or the forfeiture of lands or tenements, goods or chattels’ -
any law custom or usage to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding.

17th. And in order to prevent any person from mutilating or dismembering any.
§ slave or slaves, BE it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any master,
d mistress, owner, possessor, or other person whatsoever, shall, at his her or their own

twelve months, be- will and pleasure, or by his her or their direction, or with his her or their knowledge,fides beingliable to ++an aétion ofdamages, SUfferance, privity, or consents mutilate or dismember. any slave or slaves, he she or’:
they shall be liable to be indicted for each offence in the supreme court ofjadicattire,
or in any of the assize courts of this Island, and upon conviction, shall be punished.
by fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, and imprisonment not exceeding twelve
months; for each and every slave so mutilated or dismembered ; and such punishment
is declared to be without prejudice to any action that could or might be brought at’
common law, for recovery of damages for or on account of the same: and, in very:

| .atrocious cases, where the owner of such slave or slaves shall be convicted of such.
Court may inatra- offence, the court before whom such offender shall have been tried and. convictedcious cafes manumit
mutilated flaves, are hereby empowered, in case they shall think it necessary for. the future protection:

of such slave or slaves, to declare him her or them free and discharged from all.
and order the penal- manner of servitude, to all intents and purposes whatsoever; and in all such cases,ty to be paid to
vettry,

the court are hereby empowered and authorized, if to them it shall appearnecessary,
to order and direct the said fine of one hundred pounds to be paid to the Justices
and vestry of the parish to which the said slave or slaves belonged, to the'use of the:

- who are to allow the Said parish ; the said justices and vestry, in consideration thereof, paying to each of
‘slaves 107. per
annum.

the said slave or slaves, so made free, the sum of ten pounds per annum for his or.
Slaves complaining her maintenance and support during life: and in case any slave or slaves shall
toa magiftrate may suffer any before described mutilations, such slave or slaves, on his her or theirbe fent tothe work-
houfe, to be fup- application to any justice of the peace, the said justice of the peace shall be and
ported andattended 1s hereby directed, required, and empowered, on view, and its appearing to histill meeting of |
veltry,

who are hereby

‘satisfaction that such mutilation has been really suffered, to send such slave or
slaves to the nearest workhouse where such offence shall be committed, and such
slave or slaves shall be there safely kept, and carefully attended, at the expense of
such parish, until such time as there shall be a legal meeting of the justices and
vestry of such parish; which justices and vestry, so met, are hereby created and
appointed a couneil of protection to such slave or slaves; and the said justices andcreated acouncil of Vestry 80 met are hereby directed and empowered to make further and full enquiry

protection,and are ypon view into the commitment of the mutilation of such slave or slaves; and if toto enquire into fuchmutilations, andpro- them it shall appear proper, the said justices and vestry are hereby empowered and
fecute the offender:

Owners may be fued
for cofts. ©

Workhoufe. keeper
to preduce mutilate
flaves af firk veltry,

s required to prosecute to effect. such owner or owners; the expense of which pro-
secution shall be paid by the parish where such offence shall be committed; and in
case the owner or owners of such slave or slaves shall appear capable of paying
the costs and charges of such before-mentioned prosecution, the said justices and
vestry are hereby empowered to commence suit or suits against such owner or ownersof such slave or slaves, and recover all costs and charges out. of purse by them laid.. out and expended in such suit or suits; and the keeper or supervisor of the work-

d house where such mutilated slave or slaves shall. have been first committed, isunderpenalty of207, hereby directed and reqiired, upon due notice of the first meeting of the justicesand vestry of the parish where the offence was committed, to produce such mutilatedslave or slaves for the inspection and direction of such justices and vestry, under the
penalty of twenty pounds for every neglect in not producing before such justices and
vestry such slave or slaves.

18th. And be it further enacted by the authori ty aforesaid, That in case any justice
; , of  
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of the peace shall receive any complaint or probable intelligence from any slave or
otherwise, that any slave or slaves is or are so mutilated, or is or are confined
without sufficient support, it shall and may be lawful for such justice of the peace,
and he is hereby empowered and required forthwith to issue his warrant to any con-
stable, ordering him immediately to proceed to the place where such slave or slaves so
mutilated are confined, and such slave or slaves to release and bring before such
justice, who on view of the fact, is hereby authorized to send sich slave or slaves to
the workhouse for protection, there to be kept, but not worked, until enquiry
shall be made into the fact according to law.

1gth. And be it further énacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after
the commencement of this Act; any person or persons that shall wantonly or
cruelly whip, maltreat, beat, bruise, wound, or shall imprison or keep in confine-
ment, without sufficient support, any slave or slaves, shall be subject to be indicted
for the same in the supreme conrt of judicature, or in either of the courts of assize
or courts of quarter session in this Island; and upon being thereof legally convicted,
he she or they shall suffer such’ punishment, by fine or imprisonment, or both, as
the judges or justices of such courts shall think proper to inflict; any law custom
er usage to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding; and such punishment is
hereby declared to be without prejudice to any action at common law that could
or might be brought fer the recovery of damages for and on account of the same,

S

in case such slave or slaves shall not be the property of the offender.

2oth. And in order to restrain arbitrary punishment, BE it further enacted by the
authority aforesaid, That no slave in any plantation or settlement, or in any of the
workhouses or gaols of this Island, shall receive more than ten lashes at one time
and for one offence, unless the owner, attorney, guardian, executor or administrator,
or overseer of such plantation or setilement, having such slave in his care, or super-
visor ofsuch workhouse, or keeper of such gaol, shall be present ; and that no such
owner, attorney, guardian, executor, administrator or overseer, supervisor or gaol-
keeper, shall on any account punish aslave with more than thirty-nine lashes at one.
time and for one offence, nor inflict or suffer to be inflicted such last-mentioned
punishment, nor any other number of lashes in the same day, nor until the delin-
quent has recovered from the effects of any former punishment, under a penalty not
less than ten pounds or. more than twenty pounds for every offence; to be recovered
against the person directing or permitting such punishment, ina summary manner,
upon conviction before any two magistrates by warrant.

21st. And whereas a mischievous practice has sometimes prevailed of punishing ill-
disposed slaves, and such as are apt to abscond from their owners, by fixing or
causing to be ‘fixed round the neck of such slaves an iron collar with projecting bars
or hooks, to prevent the future desertion of such slaves ; BE it further enacted by
the authority aforesaid, That such practice is hereby declared to be utterly unlawful,
and that no person shall, on any pretence whatsoever, punish any negro or other slave,
whether his own property or otherwise, by fixing or causing to be fixed an iron
or other collar round the neck of such slave, or by loading the body or limbs of such
slave, for any offence whatsoever, with chains, irons, or weights of any kind, other than
a light collar without hooks, to indicate that such slave is an incorrigible runaway,
under a penalty not less than five pounds nor exceeding fifty pounds, to be recovered
inasummary manner before any two or more justices of the peace of the parish or
precinct where the offence shall be committed ; and alland every thejustices of the peace
within this Island are hereby authorized, directed and required, under the penalty of
ne hundred pounds, on information and view of such offence, to order such collar,
chains, irons or weights to be immediately taken off from the slave or slaves wearing
or bearing the same. oe

22d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no slave (such only
excepted as are going with firewood, grass, fruit, provisions or small stock, ‘and other’
goods which they may lawfully sell, to market, and returning therefrom,) shalt here-
after be suffered or permitted to go out of his or her master’s or owner’s plantation or
Settlement, or to travel from one town or place to another, unless such slave shall have
aticket from his master, owner, employer or overseer, expressing particularly the
time of such slave’s setting out, and where he or she is going, and the time limited
for his or her return, under a penalty not exceeding forty shillings for every slave’so
offending, to be recovered from the master, owner, employer or overseer, in a
summary manner, before any one justice of the peace, by warrant of distress, com-

» 226, plaint
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plaint being made’to him upon cath, unless the master, owner, employer dr overseer of
such slave shall prove upon oath, before any justice of the peaceof theparish or pre-
cinct where such master, owner, employer or oyerseer may or shall live or happen
to be, that he did give the said slave such ticket as aforesaid, orthat such slave weit
away without his consent, in which case the justice to order punishment; and if such
justice shall refuse or neglect his duty, either in causing the penalty to be forthwith
levied, on complaint being made to him as aforesaid, or the owner, overseer, or any
other person who shall suffer a slave, being under his or their direction, to go without
a ticket as aforesaid, every justice so offending shall forfeit the sum of five pounds;
any law custom or usage to the contrary notwithstanding.

23d. Andbe it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no ticket shall: be
granted to any slave or slaves, for any time exceeding one calendar month.

24th. And whereas the more effectually to concealrunaway slaves, orprevent their
being apprehended, tickets are given by Indians, free negroes, or free mulattoes; BE
it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any Indian, free negro, or mu-
latto, granting or giving such ticket with such intent, shall be liable to be tried for
the said offence before the supreme court of judicature, or in either of the courts of
assize in this Island where the offence shall be committed; and, on conviction, shall
suffer the loss of freedom, transportation, or suchother punishment as the court in
their discretion shall think proper te inflict.

25th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if stich ticket shall
be granted or given by any white person, with such intent as aforesaid, to any slave
or slaves, before or after his or their absenting themselves from their owner, em-
ployer, overseer, or manager, such white person shall be liable to be tried for the.
same betore the supreme court of judicature, or either of the assise courts of this
Island where the offence shall be committed; and, on conviction, shall suffer such
punishment as the court in their discretion shall think proper to inflict.

26th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Thatif any master,
owner, guardian, possessor, or attorney, overseer, or book-keeper of any: plantations
or settlement, shall hereafter suffer any strange slaves to assemble together and beat
their drums, or blow their horns or shells, upon any plantation; pen, or settlement,
or in any yard or place: under his her or their care or management, or shall not en-
deavour to disperse or prevent the same, by immediately giving notice thereof to the
Acxt magistrate or commissioned officer, that-a proper force may be sent to disperse
thesaid slaves, every such master, owner, guardian, possessor, or attorney, overseer,
or book-keeper, shall, for every such offence, upon conviction thereof, upon an in-
dictment in the supreme court of judicature or courts of assize, pay afine of fifty
pounds to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and towards the support of the
government of this Island, and the contingent charges thereof: Provided nevertheless,
that information of such offence shall be made upon oath, before any of His Ma-
jesty’s justices of the peace, within the space of fourteen days after the commission

¥

of the offence.

27th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all officers, civil
and military, shall be and are hereby empowered and required to enter into any
plantation, settlement, or other place, to disperse all such unlawful assemblies, and.
to suppress and prevent all unlawful drummings, or other noise as before mentioned,
any law custom or usage to the contrary notwithstanding, according to the nature,
degree, or circumstances of the case.

28th. And.whereas it has been found by experience that rebellions have been often .
concerted at negro dances and nightly meetings of slaves, and_as it has been found
also that those meetings tend much to injure the health of negroes; BE it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any overseer, or in his absence any book- -
keeper, or other white person having the care and management of any plantation or
settlement, shall suffer any slaves to assemble together, or beat their drums, or blow

- their horns or shells, every such overseer, book-keeper, or other white person so of-

if information given
within fourteen
days.

fending, shall for every such offence, upon convietion thereof, upon an indictmentin
the supreme court ofjudicature, or before thejustices of assize, suffer imprisonment,
without -bail or mainprize, for any term not exceeding six calendar months; provided
information is made, upon oatli as aforesaid, before one of His Majesty's jus-
tices of the peace, within fourteen days after the commission of such offence; but
nothing hetein contained shall be construed to prevent any master, owner, or proprie-
tor of any plantation or settlement, or the overseer thereof, from granting liberty to

226. the
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the’slaves of such’ plantation or settlement only for assembling together upon such , JAMAICA,
plantation or settlement, and playing and diverting themselves in any innocent amuse-
ments, so as they do not: make use’ of military drums, horns or shells; but that Slavesmayhave
they shall and may grant such liberty when and as often as they please, any thingin.preperties they be-
this or any other Act to the contrary notwithstanding; provided that such: amuse-. ngto,iene drums,
ments are put an end to by ten of the clock at night. but they muit be

2gth. And in order to prevent riots and nightly meetings among negro and other Negro burials to be
slaves, tothe disturbance of the public peace, and endangering their health; BE it overby fanfet, or
further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all negro burials shall in future take owners &c. forfeits
place in the day time only, so that the same maybe ended before sunset; and if °°”
any master, owner, or possessor of slaves, bis or her overseer or chief manager, shall
knowingly saffer or permit the burial of any slave, otherwise than as before directed,
he shall forfeit the suin of fifty pounds; andif any burials shall take place in any of

e towns. is Islandj.orin savannas, commons, or other places not: in charge of_ .the towns of this Isla 70 , ? Pp & Burialsin the towns,
atvoverseer, after sunset, every person of free condition, in whose house, yard, Or gc. muft alfo be over.
premises any slayes.shall. be permitted:to assemble for attending such burial, shall before funtet.
forfeit a sum not Jess than five pounds nor exceeding fifty pounds; and the negro or
other slaves who shall meet for the purpose of attending such burial, or be found
thereat, shall, upon conviction before two or more magistrates, suffer such punish-
ment as the said magistrates shall direct, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes.

-goth. And beitfurther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any Indian, free
negro or mulatto, shallhereafter suffer any unlawful assembly of slaves at his or her affemblies at their
house or settlement, every such Indian, free negro or mulatto, shall, upon due con- houfes ibe im-
viction thereof, suffer imprisonment not exceeding. six months: Provided neverthe- plained ie in fours
less, that information thereof shall be given, on oath, within fourteen days of such teen days.
unlawful meeting.

gist. And whereas the permitting andsuffering negro and other slaves to keep Owners, &c. offlaves
horses, mares, mules, or geldings, is attended with many and: great mischiefs to the knowingly permit-
Island in general ; in order therefore to remedy the same, BE it further enacted by nee to eeP
the authority aforesaid, That from and after the.commencing of this Act, no master, 30/, for each offence,
owner, proprietor, attorney, guardian, ‘trustee, or other person in possession of any
plantation, pen, or settlement, shall knowingly permit or suffer any slave or slaves
to keep on such plantation, pen, or settlement, any-horse, mare, mule, or gelding;
and in case of'so doing shail, for every offence, forteit the sum of thirty pounds, to be
recovered in a summary manner before any two justices of the peace for the parish
or precinct where such offence is committed or permitted.

32d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every master, whenftockgivenin,
owner, proprietor, attorney, guardian, trustee, or other person, at the respective oathtobe made that
times of their giving in account of their slaves and stock to the justices and vestry, 30"¢°ongtoa
shall also make oath that none of the said horses, mares, mules, or geldings, so given flave, under penalty
in, do belong to any negro or other slave; and that such person so giving in, or his ofBor for negleét o
her or their employer or employers hath not, nor have in his her or their posses- ,
sion, to his her or their knowledge or belief, any horse, mare, mule, or gelding,
“belonging to or reputed to belong to any slave or slaves: In case any person or
persons shall neglect or refuse so to do, every person so neglecting or refusing,
Shall for every offence, forfeit the sum of thirty pounds, to be recovered in the same
summary manner, and to be disposed of as hereinafter mentioned: And if any Any petson disco-
person or persons hereafter shall discover any horse, mare, mule, or gelding,vering horses, &c.
belonging to any negro or other slave, he shall forthwith take and send the same belonging focavess
to the nearest-pound of the parish where such horse, mare, ‘mule, or gelding shall the pound,
be found; and the keeper of the pound aforesaid shall and he is hereby obliged’
to receive the same, under the penalty of ten pounds for each and every horse, mare,
mule, or gelding so refused, unless the same shall be disordered, so as to endanger
the cattle or other stock already in the pound, in which case only, it shall and may
be lawful for such pound-keeper to refuse such disordered harse, mare, mule, or Howthey are to be
gelding; and upon reception into the pound of any horse, mare, mule, or gelding,difpofed of.
the property or supposed property of any negro ‘or other slave, the pound-keeper
aforesaid shall. for four successive weeks advertise the same in the Gazette or.
Chronicle of the county where such pound is situate, ender the head of negro stock,
and. describing the height, colour, and marks, in the. most particularmanner; and
mone week after the expiration of the said four weeks advertisement, shall put up.
and sell the same, at the usual place of public sales in the said parish, and after

" , deduction

over by ten at night, |

Free people fuffering
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JAMAICA. — deduction of the usual charges of the pound, in which no mile-money shall form
~— a part, shall pay one moiety of the net proceeds to the person who brought in such.

horse, mare, mule, or gelding, and the other moiety to the churchwardens of the
parish, for the benefit of the poor of the said parish.

Female slaves who 33d. And in order that further encouragement may be given to the increase and
living are oaenette4 Protection of negro infants, be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
from hard labour, every female slave who shall have six children living shall be exempted from all
and |teronner a: hard labour in the field or otherwise, and the owner or possessor of every such.

™} female slave shall be exempted from all manner of taxes for such femaleslave,
any thing in the Act commonly cailed The Poll Tax Law, or any other of the tax laws
of this Island, passed or annually to be passed, to the contrary notwithstanding ;
and a deduction shall be made for all such female slaves from the taxes of such
owner or possessor by certificate of the justices and vestry ; Provided, nevertheless,

proof being given that ‘proof be given on oath, to the satisfaction of the said justices and vestry, not —
that the mother and only that the requisite number of children, together with the mother, are living,
children are living but also that the mother is exempted from all manner of field or other labour, and

is provided with the means of an easy and comfortable maintenance.

34th. And whereas it is absolutely necessary that the slaves in this Island should
be kept in due obedience to their owners, and in due subordination to the white
people in general, and as much as in the power of the legislature, all means and’
opportunities of slaves being concerned in rebellious conspiracies, and committing
other crimes, to the ruin and destruction of the white people and others in this
Island, prevented, and that proper punishments should be appointed for all crimes
to be by them’ committed; BE it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That‘Slaves concerned in

‘rebellion, or com- if any'slave or slaves shall, after the commencement of this Act, enter into or be
Cotte mrder, &c. concerned in any rebellion or rebellious conspiracy, or commit any, murder, felony,
portation, &c." Tan- burglary, robbery, or set fire to any houses, out-houses, negro-houses, cane-pieces,

grass or corn-pieces, or break into such houses, out-houses, or negro-houses, in the
day time, no person being therein, and steal thereout, or compass or imagine the
death of any white person, and declare the same by some overt act, or commit any
other crime which would subject white persons, or persons of free condition, to be
indicted for felony, such slave or slaves shall, for every such offence or offences,
upontrial and conviction thereof in manner hereinafter mentioned, suffer death,
transportation, or such other punishment as the court shall think proper to direct,
according to the nature and extent of the offence.

If flaves offer vio- 35th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any slave shall

people,courtorfree assault or offer any violence, by striking or otherwise, to or towards any white person,
orfer punithment; or persons of free condition, ‘such slave, upon due and proper proof, shall, upon
palets fafficient rea- conviction, be punished with death, transportation, or confinement to hard labour forfon fhewn. ° se : . : ‘life or a limited time, or such other punishment, according to the nature of the

offence, as the court shall in their discretion think proper to inflict; provided such
assault or violence be not by command of his her or their owners, overseers, or
persons entrusted over them, or in the lawful defence of their owners persons or
goods.

How flaves poffefing 36th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any slave or slaves
aeihe. to be "shall hereafter be found to have in his her or their custody or possession any fire-arms,

pikes, sabres, swords, cutlasses, lances, gunpowder, slugs or ball, without the knowledge
of his her or their owner, proprietor, or possessor, or his her or their overseer, such
slave or slaves shall be taken before two magistrates, who shall, if they are of opinion
that the same was with evil intent, commit such slave or slaves to the gaol, to be
tried by a slave court, as hereinafter directed, and upon conviction the said slave or.
slaves shall suffer death, transportation or such other punishment as the court shall
think proper to direct.

- Slaves pretending to 37th. And in order toprevent the many mischiefs that may hereafter arise from
fupernatural power, the wicked art of negroes going under the appellation of obeah men and women, andwathgenet *° pretending to have communication with the Devil and other evil spirits, whereby the

weak and superstitious are deluded intoa.belief of their having full power to exempt
them, whilst under their protection, from many evils that might otherwise happen;
BE it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the commencement
of this Act, any slave who shall pretend to any supernatural power in order to promote
the purposes of rebellion, or shall use or pretend to use any such practices, with

intent  
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intent or so as to affect or endanger the life or health’ ofany other slave, shall, upon

conviction thereof, suffer death or transportation; any thing in this or any other Act

to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding. .#

38th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any negro or

other slave or slaves shall mix or prepare, with an intent to give or cause to be given

any poison, or poisonous or noxious drug, pounded glass, or other deleterious matter

in the practice of obeah or otherwise, although death may not ensue on the taking

thereof, the said slave or slaves, together with their accessaries, as well before as after

the fact (being slaves) being duly convicted thereof, shall suffer death; any thing in

this or any other Act,to-the contrary in anywise notwithstanding.

goth. And be it further enacted, That if there shall be found in the possessionof
any slave any poisonous drugs, pounded glass, parrots beaks, dogs teeth, alligators

teeth, or other materials notoriously used in the practice of obeah cr witchcraft, and
jn a state of evident preparation for carrying on such dangerous and nefarious practice,

such slave, upon conviction, shall be liable to suffer transportation from this Island,

“or such other punishment, not extending to life, as the court: shall think proper to
direct. oO

goth. And whereas it is pecessary to prevent secret and unlawful meetings of slaves,
BE it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That all and every slave or slaves
who shall be found at any meeting, formed either for the purpose of administering

unlawful oaths, by drinking human blood mixed with rum,, grave-dirt or otherwise,

or of learning the use of ‘arms, or for any other unlawful or dangerous purpose, such
slave or staves shall, on conviction thereof, suffer death or transportation for life as
the court shall direct.

Aist. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person

or persons, either white or of free condition, shall be present at any such meeting,
and aiding and assisting in any of the unlawful purposes before mentioned, such
person or persons shall, on conviction thereof in the supreme court, or either of the

courts of assize of this Island, be punished by death, transportation off this Island
for life, or fine or imprisonment, or both, at the discretion of the court before whom
such person or persons shall be tried.

42d. And be it further Enacted, That if any person or persons having knowledge
of such unlawful meetings as aforesaid, shall not forthwith give information thereof

to a justice of the peace, such person or persons shall, on conviction before the

supreme or either of the courts of assize of this Island, suffer such punishment by

fine or imprisonment, or both, and by public whipping, as the court before which
such person or persons $hall have been so convicted shall direct. ,

43d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any negro or
other slave shall, after the commencement of this Act, steal any horned cattle,

sheep, goat, hog, horse, mare, mule or ass, or shall kill any such horned cattle,

sheep, goat, hog; horse, mare, mule or ass, with intent to steal the whole carcase of

any such horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horse, mare, mule or ass, or any part of the

flesh thereof, such negro or other slave shall, on conviction thereof, suffer death,

transportation or such other punishment, as the court shall in its discretion inflict.

44th. And whereas great numbers of horned cattle, sheep, goats, hogs, horses, mares,
mules, and asses, are frequently stolen and killed by negro and other slaves in so secret
and private a manner, that it is with the greatest difficulty they can be found out
and discovered, in such manner as to convict them of such offence, although large

quantities of beef, mutton, and the flesh ofother valuable animals, arefound upon him

her or them: In order therefore to prevent such evils in future, and to punish the
perpetrators of such acts agreeably to their crimes; BE it enactedby -the authority

aforesaid, That if any negro or other slave shall fraudulently have in his her or their

custody or possession, unknown to his or her master, owner, overseer or other person,

who shall have the overlooking or employing of such slave, any fresh beet, veal,

mutton, pork, or goat, or the flesh of horse, mare, mule or ass, In any quantity not

exceeding twenty pounds weight, without giving a satisfactory account in what

manner he or she became possessed thereof, such negro or other slave, upon due

conviction thereof before any two magistrates, shall be whipped in such manner

us such magistrates shall direct, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes; and if there shall

be found in his her or their custody or possession, a larger or greater quantity than’

twenty pounds weight of fresh beef, veal, mutton, pork or goat, or the flesh of horse,
asb, mare,
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| JAMAICA. mare, mule or ass, and such slave shall not give asatisfactory account how heor
she became possessed of such meat, then such negro or other slave, upon convic-
tion thereof, shall suffer such punishment as the said two Justices shall think proper
to inflict or direct, not extending to life or imprisonment for life.

Punithment onflaves “45th. Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any negro or other slave
horned cattle,horfee, Shall wantonly and cruelly cut, chop, shoot at or otherwise nai and injure any
&c. ° horned cattle, horse, geldiug, mare, mule or ass, such negro or other slave shall

for every such offence be tried in a summary manner before two or more justices
‘of the peace of the parish or precinct where the offence shall ‘be committed, and
the said justices of the peace shall, on conviction of such slave or slaves, order and
direct such punishment to be inflicted as they shall think proper, not exceeding
fifty lashes, to be inflicted at one or more different times, or two months hard labour
in the workhouse; and in all cases where from such treatment as above set forth,
any horned cattle, horse, gelding, mare, mule or ass shall be killed, or shall die within
ten days after the offence committed, although the carcase, or anypart of the flesh
thereof may not be stolen, such negro or other slave shall be tried at a slavecourt,
and on conviction thereof suffer death, transportation, or confinement to hard labour
for life, cr such other punishment as the court shall think proper.

alfo on thofe wan- 46th; Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any slave ortonly entting and : : ° yechopping any other Slaves shall, by wantonly and cruelly cutting, chopping, striking, or by any other
flave. manner or way whatsoever mutilate, disfigure, dismember, or injure any slave or slaves,

so as to endanger life, although death shall not ensue, or that such slave or slaves
shall become a cripple, or lose any of his or her limbs, or be deprived of the use
thereof, all and every or any such slave or slaves so offending shall, for every or any
such offence, be tried at a slave court, and upon conviction shall, for the firstoffence,
suffer such punishment, not extending to life, as the court shall think proper todirect,
according to the circumstances of the case; and for a second offence, upon conviction,
shall suffer death, or transportation for life, as the court shall direct.

_Punithmentonflaves 47th. And whereas the practice of negroes to clear their grounds by fire is highly
clearing ee dangerous to the neighbouring properties, and frequent instances of alarm and injury
8 “ms occur for want of some restraint in that respect: For prevention of so great an evil,

BE it further enacted, That if any injury shall arise, to the owner, proprietor or
possessor of one property, by a slave or slaves on the adjoining property clearing
grourd by fire, the slave or slaves who shall so clear ground by fire, by which injury
shall result to the adjoining property, shall be proceeded against, tried and punished,

Overfeers, &c. hav- if found guilty, as and for a misdemeanour; and if the overseer or other person thenang Tenorrledgethat actually haying charge of the property, on which such fire shall originate, shall have _-
made forfuch pur- knowledgethat any negro under his charge has made any such fire for clearing his orpole, and (notdoing her ground, and shall not forthwith use his best endeavours to cause the same to betinguifh it, tobe _ extinguished, and such fire shall cause injury to the neighbouring property, such over-fined at difcretion of seer or other person shall suffer such fine as any two justices of the peace of the

Funes parish, wherein such injury shall happen, shall award, not exceeding tenpounds for
one and the same offence, the complaint whereon shall be heard, determined, and the
penalty, when imposed, shall be enforced in a summary manner before any two
Justices of the peace.

Slaves abfent five 48th. And whereas it is very dangerous to the peace and safety of this Island todays, Hoancight suffer slaves to continue out as runaways, atid it is absolutely necessary to declarewithout tickets, t and make known to the public what slaves shall be deemed such ; BE it enacted bywon “ur the authority aforesaid, That from and after the commencement of this Act, any
, slave or slaves who shall be absent froin his owner or employer without leave, for the

space of five days, or who shall be found at the distance of eight miles from the house,
plantation, or other settlement to which such slave or slaves shall belong, without
a ticket or other permit to pass, except as hereinbefore excepted, in going to and
returning from market, shall be deemed a runaway.

Slaves who havebeen 40th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any slave who
here ‘wo veay ;ind shall have been in this Island for the space of two years, and shall run away from
fix months, tobe his or her owner or lawful possessor, and continue absent for a term exceeding sixPunithedasthes months, such slave, being convicted thereof, shall be sentenced to be confined to

ue hard labour for such time as the court shall determine, or be transported for life,
according to the magnitude of the offence,

226, , 50th, -
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goth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any slave
shall run away from his or her lawful owner or possessor as aforesaid, and continue
absent for any term not exceedingsix months, such slave shall be liable to be tried
before two justices, and upon conviction thereof shall suffer such punishment, by
flogging or confinement tohard labour, not exceeding three months, as the said two
justices shall think proper to. direct.

51st. Andbe it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave or
slaves who shall knowingly harbour or conceal any tunaway slave or slaves, shall be
liable to be tried for the same at the slave court hereinafter appointed, and, on con-
viction, shall suffer such punishment as the court shall think proper to direct, not
extending to life.

52. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave or other
person or persons whatsoever, who shall apprehend any runaway slave or slaves,
shall, for every one so apprehended, be entitled to receive from the owner, employer,
overseer or manager of such slave or slaves, the sum of ten shillings, and no more,
besides mile-money, at the rate of one shilling per mile for the first five miles, and
sixpence per mile for every mile afterwards: Provided nevertheless, that nothing in
this Act contained shall be construed to extend to an.allowance of the said sum of
ten shillings and mile-money, in addition to the sum allowed to maroon negroes for
apprehending runaways: And provided also, that it is not hereby intended to deprive
the said maroons of their legal and established reward of forty shillings for each
negro. ;

53d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the person or
persons so apprehending such runaway slave or slaves, shall convey him her or them
to their respective owner, employer or manager, or to the workhouse of the parish in
which they may be apprehended, if any workhouse is established there, and in case
of there being no workhouse, to the next gaol; and the gaol or workhouse keeper is
hereby required and ordered to receive such slave or slaves into his or their custody,
and to pay the party delivering such slave or slaves the said sum of ten shillings and
mile-money as aforesaid, and no more, for each slave so delivered, under the penalty

wv

of five pounds.

54th. And to the end that the ownersand proprietors of ranaway slaves may have
a due knowledge where such slaves are confined, after their being apprehended and
ent to any workhouse or gaol in this Island, in order that such owners or pro-
prietors may apply for such slaves; BE it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That from and after the commencement of this Act, all and every the keepers of
the workhouses or gaol-keepers in any of the parishes of this Island, shall and they
are hereby obliged, once in every week to advertise in the Gazette of Saint Jago
de. la Vega, the Royal Gazette, and the Cornwall Chronicle, the height, names,
marks, and sex, and also the country, where the same can be ascertained, of each
and every runaway slave then in their custedy, together with the time of their being
sent into custody, and the name or names of the owner’ or owners thereof, if
known, and that upon oath, under the penalty of ten pounds for every slave so
neglected by him to be advertised ; and for the expense of such advertisement they
the said workhouse-keepers or gaol-keepers shall and may and they are hereby au-
thorized to charge the owner or proprietor of such runaway slaves, so advertised,
at and after the rate of three shillings and four-pence per month for each paper,
and no. more ; which said sum of three shillings and four-pence per month for each
paper, to be paid to the printers of the several papers respectively, the amount of
whose accounts, after being properly authenticated upon oath, shall be paid annually
by the treasurers for the time being of the several workhouses in this Island; ‘and
thatit shall and may be lawful for the keeper of the workhouse or gaol-keeper to
4etain and keep in his or their ~eustody such runaway slave or slaves. so brought
unto him or them, until the owner or owners thereof, or some person in their behalf,

, properly authorized, shall’ pay unto him or them what he or they so paid to the
Person or persons who apprehended and brought such slave or slaves into custody,
with two shillings and sixpence in the pound for laying out his or their money, the
cost of advertising, at and after the rate above mentioned, and sixpence for every
twenty-four hours suchslave or slaves-shall have been in custody, for maintenance;
and two-pence’ per day for medical care and extraordinary nourishment necessary,
the expense of clothing where supplied, and also the charges of advertising above
directed, and no other fecs whatever; and that the gaoler, workhouse-keeper, or

supervisor,

JAMAICA,
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JAMAICA. _ supervisor, and no other person, shall attest upon oath, that the charges in the
account for mile-money, and the-reward for apprehending such slave, were actually
paid to the person who brought such runaway, and that the whole of the charges
in the said account are strictly conformable to law.: Provided always, and it is
hereby declared, That the owner or owners of any slave, to be committed by the
judgment of any slave court, or by order of magistrates, to any workhouse, by
way of punishment, shall not be answerable for or compelled to pay the work-
house fees for the time such slave shall be so committed and confined. .

55th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the keeper of
ment to have fufe every workhouse or gaol in this Island shall, under the penaity of ten pounds for
ficient provifiont, every neglect, provide and give to every slave confined in such workhouse or gaol,under penalty of . : can ° .
101, a sufficient quantity of good and wholesome provisions daily; that is to say, not

Provifo.

“Rations for them. Jess than one quart of unground Guinea or Indian corn, or three pints of the
flour or meal of either, or three pints of wheat flour, or cight full-grown plantains,
of eight pounds of cocoas or yams, and also one herring or shad, or other salted
provisions equal thereto, and shall also, under the like penalty, provide and
supply every such slave, confined as aforesaid, with good and sufficient clothing
where necessary.

Public notice to be 56th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and
given by fupervifors, after the commencement of this Act, every supervisor, intendant, or keeper of any

~ Be. of replevins, &¢- oublic workhouse in this Island, who shall have any action in replevin, homine re-broughtagaint them
forflaves inthe _plegiando, or ejectment, brought against him for any negro, or other slave or slaves
workhonfe. in his custody, shall, under a penalty. for every offence, not less than five pounds,

nor exceeding fifty pounds, as shall be inflicted by the judges of His Majesty’s
supreme court of judicature, or courts of assize in this Island, immediately after he
receives such replevin, homine replegiando, or ejectment, give notice to the several
county newspapers ofsuch action, and at whose suit it is brought, and the name
or names of such negro or other slave. or slaves, together with his her or their
mark or marks, and the best information he can get concerning the real owner of
such slave or slaves, and shall continue such notice for four weeks before the trial
shall be had upon such replevin, homine replegigndo, or ejectment, or such slave
or slaves be taken out‘of the custody of such supervisor, intendant, or workhouse-

If any perfon give Keeper, by the person who shall’ recover such slave or slaves: And if any person
noticeto fupervifors, or persons shall give notice to such supervisor, intendant, or keeper of any work-
Ke.of anintention house, of his her or their intention to take the defence of any action so
tions, fupervifors brought, such supervisor, intendant, or keeper of a workhouse, shall detain in his
fadethe Slave cal: custody the slave or slaves, for or by whom such action shall be brought, until
difpute underpe. the trial of such action or order of the court thereon, under the penalty of one
nalty. _ hundred pounds, unless the’ security offered in cases of Aomine replegiando shall

justify, before a judge of the grand court or courts of assize, in such sum as such
judge shall think proper; notice of such justification, and the time and place thereof,
and the judge before whom the same is to be taken, being given to the person intend-
ing to take the defence of such action.

Runaways to be 57th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no runaway slave
fonieony oe shall on any account be committed’ to gaol by any magistrate of a, parish where

there is any workhouse established, but to such workhouse only, ,

Slaves attemptingto 58th. And whereas several slaves have found means to desert from their owners and
depart this island, or depart from this Island, to the great damage of such owners, in evil example to other
futakonnes may Slaves, who may be thereby induced to attempt or conspire to dothesame: And whereas
be fentencedto there is reason to suspect that such slaves have been aided and assisted in such escape
death. and departure by other persons, and there is not any adequate punishment provided by

law for such desertion or departure, or attempting or conspiring to desert and depart
this Island, or for persons aiding, assisting or abetting such deserters: For remedy
whereof, BE it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the commence-
nent of this Act, if any slave shall run away from his her or their owner or owners,
employer or employers, and go off, or conspire or attempt to go off this Island, in any.
ship, boat, canoe, or othervessel or craft whatsoever, or be aiding, abetting or assisting
to any other slave or slaves in such going off this Island, heshe or they so running away
and going off, or conspiring or attempting to go off, or so aiding, assisting or abetting
in such going off, being thereof convicted, shall suffer death, or such other punish-
ment as the court shall think proper to direct.

5gth.
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ggth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,-That if any Indian, free | JAMAICA.
negro, or mulatto, shall from and atter the commencement of this Act, knowingly beMonier

aiding, assisting or abetting any slave or slaves in going off this Island, and shall be colour atfifting flaves
convicted thereof, either in the supreme court, or In either of the courts of assize of in going off, are to

this Island, such Indian, free negro or mulatto, shall be forthwith transported off this beframported,
Island by the provost-marshal or his lawful deputy, into whose custody such person they retum.
or persons shall be committed; and if such person or persons so convicted, sentenced
and transported, shall be afterwards found at large in this Island, he she or they, on
proof of his or theif identity before the said supreme court or courts of assize as
aforesaid, shall suffer death without benefit of clergy.

6oth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any white per- 1¢ white people do
gon or persons shall knowingly be aiding, assisting or abetting any slaveor slaves in fo, ey forfeit 300%
going off this Island, he she or they, being convicted thereof by bill, plaint or. infor- ?
mation, in the supreme court of judicature, or either of the courts of assize of this
Island, shall forfeit the sum of three hundred pounds for each slave, one moiety
whereof shall be to our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and successors, for and
towards the support of the government of this Island, and the contingent charges
thereof, and the other moiety to the party or parties at whose suit or complaint
such person was convicted; and shall also suffer imprisonment, at the discretion of ,.; may be ime
the said court, for any space of time not exceeding twelve months, without bail or prifoneda year.
mainprize.

61st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That-it shall and may be Acceffaries may be ‘
jawful to proceed against the person or persons so aiding, assisting or abetting any proceeded againity
slave or slaves in going off this Island, whether the principal or principals be con- OUBD PFIRCIPANS.
victed or not, any thing in this or in any other Act, law, custom or usage, to the
contrary thereof notwithstanding. .

62d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no negro or other If flaves, not-authos
slave shall be allowed to travel the public roads with dogs, or cutlasses, or other 12ed travel with: * dogs, &c. or hunt
offensive weapons, without a ticket from his owner, or to hunt any cattle, horses, with inftruments of —
mares, mules or asses, in any part of this Island, with lances, guns, cutlasses, or death, punithment
other instruments of death, unless in the company of bis or their master, overseer, two teaeareet by
or some other white person by him or them deputed, or by permission in writing;
and ifany negro, or other slave, shall offend, contrary to the true intent and mean-
ing of this Act, he she or they, being thereof convicted before two justices, shall
suffer such punishment as they shall think proper to inflict, not extending to life
or transportation for life.

63d. And whereas it is necessary to declare, how and in what manner slaves shall on complaint of
be tried for the several crimes which they may hereafter commit; BE itenacted flonies, burglaries,
by the authority aforesaid, That from and after this Act shall commence and be in to iffuea warrant.
force, upon complaint made to any justice of the peace of any murder, felony, burg-
lary, robbery, burning or: destroying of houses, out-houses, negro-houses, or cane,
grass or corn-pieces, or breaking into such houses, out-houses, or negro-houses, in
the day-time, no person being therein, and stealing thereout; rebellious conspiracies;
compassing or imagining the death of any white person or persons, or any other offence _
whatsoever committed by any slave or slaves, that shall subject such slave or slaves
to suffer death, transportation, or confinement to hard labour, suchjustice shall issue
out his warrant for apprehending such offender or offenders, and for all persons
that can give evidence, to be brought before him, or any other justice of the peace;,
and the evidence of slaves against one another, in this and all other cases, shall be
received; and if, upon examination, it appears probable that the slave or slaves givestobe evidence
apprehended is or are guilty, the justice before whom such examination shall be had againtt each other. |
and taken, shall commit him her or them to prison,.and bind over the witnesses to |
appear at a certain day, not Jess than ten days from the day on which the complaint
Shall be made, and at the place where the quarter sessions are usually held, and
where there are no quarter sessions held at the place where the paroelial business a
is usually transacted, and shall certify to two other justices of the peace the cause Juftices to call in two
of such commitment, and require them by virtue of this Act, to associatethemselves other juftices, (who
to him, which the said justices are hereby severally required to do, under the penalty fvfeit26/)andthey
of twenty pounds for every neglect. or refusal; and the said justices so associated aretofammonajury,

from which particu~shall issue out their warrant, directed to. the deputy marshal ef such.parish or lar perfons are -ex«
precinct, to summon eighteen persons, such as are usually warned and empan- cepted.

helled to serye on juries (the master, owner, or proprigtor of the slave or slaves so
226.. . complained

&c. by flaves, juftice -
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-complained of, or ‘theattorney, guardian, trustee, overseer or book-kceper, always
excepted,) personally to be and appear before’the.said justices, or any three or
more of the, justices of the peace ofthe said parish, associated for the same pur.
pose, at the day and place aforesaid, to be expressed in such warrant, and between
the hours of eight and twelve of the clock in the forenoon, when and’ where the said.
persons so warned by the deputy marshal as aforesaid, are hereby severally required
to atterid, under the penalty of five pounds on each defaulter, and when and
where the-said -justices shall cause the said slave or slaves so complained of to be
brought before them, and thereupon nine of the said persons so summoned as
aforesaid, shall compose a jury, to try the said slave or slaves, and shall by the said
Justices (the charge or accusation being first read) be sworn to try the matter before
them, and to give a true verdict, according to evidence; and such charge or ac-
cusation shall be deemed valid if sufficient in substance;and if the said jurors
shall, upon hearing the evidence, unanimously find the said slave or slaves guilty
of the offence wherewith he she or they stand charged, the said justices shall give
sentence of death without, benefit of clergy, ortransportation, or confinementto
hard labour for life or a limited time, according to the nature of the offence, and
shall cause such sentence to be carried into execution at such time and place as they
shall think proper, women with child only excepted, whose execution shall be res~
pited until a reasonable time after delivery: Provided always, that nothing in this
Act contained shall binder or prevent the said justices, upon any such trial, where
any slave or slaves shall be condemnedto die, from respiting the execution of
such sentence for any term not exceeding thirty days, or-until the pleasure of the
governor, or the person executing the functions of governor, shall be known,
im case proper cause shall appear tothem for so doing; and that if the jury, upon
any such trial, shall apply to the” said justices to suspend the execution of any
sentence until the pleasure of the governor, or the person executing the functions
of governor, is known, the said justices shall be obliged to suspend the same for
thirty days, and to report the particulars of the trial to the governor, or the person
executing tne functions of governor, forthwith, under the penalty of fifty pounds on
each justice who sat on such trial, except in cases of trial of any slave or slaves
convicted of actual rebellion, or for rebellious conspiracy; in all which cases the
said justices shall, if they think it expedient, order the sentence passed on such
slave or slaves to be carried into immediate execution: And it is hereby declared,
that at every court of quarter session held in each and every parish or precinct
‘within this Island, the justices there assembled shall and may, after the usual business
of the said court shall be done, form themselves into a court, for the purpose of enquir-
ing into, hearing and determining all manner of offences for which any slave or slaves
are liable to be punished with death, or transportation or confinement to hard labour
as aforesaid, and shall open the said court by proclamation, declaring the same to be
a slave court for such purpose, and shall thereupon, on the like charge in writing, and .
in like manner in all other respects as the three justices associated, and met as
hereinbefore mentioned, are by this Act directed to proceed in-trial of slaves

. for such offences, proceed to try, and deliver the gaol or workhouse within the said
_parish or precinct of all and every the slave or slaves-who or may then be in the
custodyofthe marshal or keeper of the workhouse within each and every parish or
precinctas aforesaid, and shall forthwith call a jury, consisting of nine jurors, to be
called and taken from thie pannel returned to the said court of quarter session, and
shall cause them to be severally sworn as they shall appear, to try all and every

- such slave or slaves as shall be brought before them, charged with any such offences
as aforesaid, and a true verdict give according to evidence, as in other cases: Pro-
‘vided always, that no less than three justices shall constitute a court for the trial of
any slave or slaves for any crime or offence that shall subject such slave or slaves
to suffer death, transportation or confinement. to hard Jabour for life as aforesaid:
And provided always, that in any case upon an indictment against any slave or slaves
for murder, where malice propense’ shall not be proved to the satisfaction of the
jurors, such jurors shall be and they are hereby declaredto be at liberty to return a
verdict of manslaughter, if they shall think the nature of the case shall. require it,
and the person or persons so found. guilty of manslaughter shall suffer such punish-
pent as the court shall think fit to inflict, not extending to life or transportation
orlife.. Bs ,

64th. And be ‘it further enacted by. the authority aforesaid, ‘That all and. every
the jurors who havebeen returned to serve as jurors at the quarter sessions to be

— holden  
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holden as aforesaid, are hereby required, under.the penalty of five pounds, to be and
appear at the said slave-court, so to he formed and holden as aforesaid, and to serve
asjurors thereon as they shail respectively be called; and that upon all trials of
slaves under this Act, no peremptory challenges of any of the said jurors, or anyoe

exception to. the form of the indictment shall be allowed. ©

65th. And be it further enacted,That all witnesses of free condition legally wamed,
and who do not attend to give evidence at any trial under this Act or shew by
affidavita sufficient cause for his or her absence, shall be liable to a fine of ten
pounds.

66th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all jurors serving
‘at slave courts, and every person or persons whose presence may be requisite at
the examination of any slave or slaves, and who shall be required by warrant or
summons under the hand and seal of any justice of the peace; and all and every
slave or slaves who shall be brought as witnesses, shall be protected in their persons
from all mesne or judicial process whatsoever in their going to, attending at, and re-
turning from such examinations of trial, and that such slave shall not be subject to
be levied on.

67th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That a record shall be
entered up of all proceedings on the trial of slaves for any crime that shall subject
‘any slave or slaves to suffer death, transportation, or confinement to hard labour,
in a book to be kept for that purpose by the clerk of the peace, or his lawful deputy
ef the parish or precinct, who 1s hereby obliged to attend all such trials, and to
record the proceedings within thirty days after such trial, under the penalty of twenty
pounds for each neglect; and he shall be entitled to receive from the churchwardens
of such parish the sum of five pounds and no more, for attending such trial, enterin
ap the record, and all other business incidental thereto; and further, that the deputy
marshal for the said parish, or some proper person acting under. him, shall, under
the penaltyof fifty pounds, warn the jurors and attend the trials of all slaves, and
also attend at the execution ofsuch offenders as shall be condemned to die; and
that he shall be entitled to receive from the churchwardens of the said parish the sum

JAMAICA.
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of five pounds, for warning jurors arid attending the trials of slaves at all special |
slave courts to be held under this Act, and the further sum of five pounds for attend.

_ jog the execution of such offenders as shall be condemned todie,

68th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any slave
or slaves shall, with evil intent, give false evidence in any trial had under this act,
such slave or slaves, being thereof convicted, shall suffer the same punishment as
the person or persons on whose trial such false evidence.was given would, ifconvicted,
haye been liable to suffer. Se

6gth. And beit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in future whenever
awarrant shall be granted by one or more of His Majesty's justices of the peace
against any slave, if the said slave cannot be immiediately taken on the said warrant,
the owner, possessor. attorney, guardian or overseer of suchslave shall be served
-with a copy of the said warrant; and if he she or they do not carry the said slave
before a magistrate to be dealt with according to law on the said warrant, and if
it should be afterwards proved that the owner, possessor, attorney, guardian, or over-
seer of such slave wilfully detained or concealed the said slave,
forfeit the.sum of one hundred pounds,

¥oth. And be it further enacted by.the authority aforesaid, That, in all trials.
ofany slave or slaves underthis Act, six days notice of such trial shall be first given
to the owner, proprietor, or possessor of such slave or slaves, his her or their lawful.
attorney or attornies, or other representative or representatives, any law custom or.
‘usage to the contrary notwithstanding. .

‘73st. And whereas it may sometimes happen that the owner, “proprietor, or
possessor of. a slave may reside in a different parish or precinct from that wherein
such slave may have committed the offence for which he or she is to be tried; BE
it therefore enacted, That in such cases the clerk of the peace of theparish or
‘Precinct wherein the offence is to be tried, shall transmit the notice of such trial’ to
the clerk ‘of the peace of the parish or precinct wherein the owner, proprietor, or
Possessoras aforesaid may reside, who shall forthwith thereupon, under thepenalty
of twenty ‘pounds, deliver such ‘notice, and a copy thereof, to one of the lawful:

he she or they shall
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JAMAICA. —_ constables of the said parish, to be by him,.under the penalty of ten pounds, served
—</ on such owner, proprietor or possessor; and the said constable is hereby required

to make an affidavit of the manner in which he may have served the said’ notice,
to be sworn to before any justice of the peace, and shall return such notice, so-
sworn to, to the clerk of the peace from whom he received the same, to be by
him transmitted to the clerk of the peace of the parish or precinct where the
offence is to be tried in due time; for: which duty the clerk of the peace of the
parish where the warrant shall be served shall be paid the sum of one pound six
shillings and eight-pence, and the constable the sum of one. pound six shillings and
eight-pence, by the acting cliurchwarden.of the said parish.

Execution nutbe 72d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases
vee "where the punishment of death is inflicted, the execution shall be performed ina

public part of the parish, and with due solemnity and care; and care shall be taken
by the gaoler or deputy marshal that the criminal is free from intoxication at the
time of his trial, and from thence to and .at the time of his execution, under the
penalty of twenty pounds; and the mode of such execution shall be banging by
the neck and no other, and the body shall be afterwards disposed of. as the court
shall direct.

Slavés fehtenced to 73d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases
be executed or trant where any slave shall be put upon his her or their trial, and receive sentence. of
By thecouirt. déath, or transportation, or commitment to hard labour for life, the court, at the

time of trying such slave or slaves, shall also enquire of the jury, upon their oaths,
what sum or sums of money the owner, proprietor, or possessor of the said slave or
slaves ought to receive for such slave or slaves, and certify the same, so that sum
or sums of money do not exceed the sum of one hundred pounds for each slave so
setitenced as aforesaid; and if the conviction be for running away, the value to be
set by the jury shall not exceed fifty pounds.

Provoft marthal _ 74th, And be it further enacted by theauthority aforesaid, That in all cases
Chae cute orders where any slave or slaves shall be brought to trial, and sentenced to death or trans-
foon as poffible, portation, and valued according to the directions of this Act, the provost marshal or
under penalty of is lawful deputy shall, under the penalty of two hundred pounds, carry such

, séntence into execution as soon after the passing thereof as an opportunity shall
offer; and in case of sentence to transportation, shall forthwith sell such slave or
slaves for transportation to the best advantage in his power ; andshall under the
penalty of two hundred pounds, within the space of one month from the time of
such sale, render to the owner, proprietor, or possessor of such slave, or other person’
legally entitled to receive the sathe, a just and true. account upon oath of the sale _
or sales of such slave or slaves, and of the legal chargesattending the same, and
pay over to such owner, proprietor-or possessor, or other person legally entitled to
receive the same, the proceeds of such sale or sales, after deducting all legal
charges as aforesaid; and if it shall happen that the charges due to the provost

. marshal or his legal deputy for confinement and subsistenceof said slave or slaves,
shall amount toor exceed the amount of the sales, the same shall be sworn to by
‘the said provost marshal or his lawful deputy, on the back of the certificate of
valuation; im which cage the receiver general shall pay the whole’ amount of such
valuation.

Valuationof flaves 75th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases
Be ana teak where any slaveor slaves shall be sentenced to death or confinement to hard labour-
tobe paidby te- for life, and be valued according to this Act, such slave or slaves shall ‘be paid for”
celvergeneral by the receiver general of this Island out of any nronies in his hands, upon pro-

duction of a legal certificate of such sentence and valuation, but not otherwise;.
and in all cases’ where any slave or slaves shall be sentenced to transportation, and
valued in manner aforesaid, the receiver general shall, in like manner, upon
production of a like certificate, together with the account on -eath, hereinbefore
directed to be made by the provost marshal or his lawful deputy, but not otherwise,
pay the amount of the valuationofsuch-slave or slaves, after deducting the amount
of such account. Oo ,

Purchatérs of faves 76th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every slave
fentenced to tran who, under the authority and by virtue of this “Act, shall be sold for transportation
Pond insooPpenal- by the provost marshal, or his lawfuldeputy, shall, notwithstanding such sale, remain
tytotranfport them in the custody of the said provost marshal, wntil thepurchaser of such slave shall
in thirty days. oo - have  
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have entered into. bond with sufficient security, to our Sovereign Lord ‘the King, . JAMAICA.

under the penalty of five hundred pounds for every such slave so purchased, that .

_ every such slave shall be transported .off this Island within. thirty days after the

date of such bond, and shall in the mean time be kept in close confinement dn ‘

board the ship or vessel in which such slave is intended to be transported; Bondto belodged in
which: bond shall be taken by the said provost marshal, or his lawful deputy ofc.

as aforesaid, (for which the provost marshal, or his said deputy, shalkreceive from

the party entering into the same.all expenses ‘incidental thereto).and be filed

among the records ‘in the office of the clerk of the peace of the parish or precinct

wherein such sale shall be made. _ | /

“7th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every such purchafers to make

purchaser of any slave, so directed to be sold for transportation as aforesaid, shall,path that flaves thal

at the time of executing such bondas aforesaid, also make oath before the provost Phat thoyhealgot be
marshal, or his lawful deputy, as aforesaid, (either of whom is. hereby authorized relanded.
and required to administer the same) that every such slave so purchased by him
shall be transported to (death or danger of the seas excepted), and
that the said slave so purchased shall not, with his knowledge, privity or consent, be
yelanded in this Island.

“8th. And-be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the provost No flave tobe de-
marshal or any of his deputies shall not, under the penalty of three hundred pounds for tivered untilbond: .
each offence,. deliver. over to any purchaser or purchasers any slave so sold for under penalty.
transportation as aforesaid, until such bond is entered into, and oath taken as
aforesaid; and in case any: such slave-so sold fer transportation as aforesaid, shall.
be found within this Island after the expiration of the thirty days before limited for
his or her transportation, such slave’ shall become forfeited.to the Crown, and
be resold for transportation by the provost marshal or his lawful deputy, in the
same manner and under the like penalties as are hereinbefore enacted, and the net
proceeds of such resale shall be paid over to the receiver general for the use of the
public.

vgth. And be it further enacted by. theauthority aforesaid, That every slavesold such flaves going at
for. transportation, under and by virtue of this Act, who shall be found at large large may be appre-
within this Island, at any time after such sale asis hereinbefore directed, may and 45,nded by any per: n, and o:

shall be lawfully. apprehended. by any person whomsoever, and immediately taken proof refold. “se
before any ef His Majesty’s justices of the peace; and if. it shall appear-to the satis-
faction of such justicethat such slave has been. formerly sold for transportation
by virtue of this Act, such justice shall, by warrant under his hand and seal, direct
such slave to-be delivered to the provost marshal or his lawful deputy to -be resold
for transportation only; and the moniesarising: from such sale, after deducting a
commission of five pounds per centum, and all necessary expenses, shall be paid over,
one moiety thereof to the person apprehending such slave, and the other moiety to
the receiver general for the time being, for the support of the government of this
Island.

oth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any negro or IF flaves return from
other slave, who shall have been transported from this Island under the direction oftranfportation, they

: . . . f : ar ex death,
this Act, or of any other Act heretofore in force respecting‘slaves, for murder, re- .
bellion, or-being engaged in a rebellious conspiracy, or obeah or arson, shall wil-
fully return from transportation, such negro or other slave shali, upon conviction,
suffer death, without benefit of clergy. a

81st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if the master of Mafters of vetfels
any ship or vessel shall knowingly and wilfully bring back to this Island ‘any negro oefines to. fore
or other: slave-who shall have been transported from this Island under andby virtue feit 3002, for each,
of this Act, or any other Act heretofore in force respecting slaves, such master, and fuifer imprifon~
being convictedthereof by bill, plaint, or information in th art of judi- mene a ig y bill, plaint, or information in the supreme court of judi- cretion of the court,
cature, or either of the courts of assize of this Island, shall forfeit the sum ofthree-
hundred pounds for each slave’so brought back; one moiety whereofshall be to our.
Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and successors, for and towards the support of
the- government of this Island, and the contingent charges thereof, and the other
mnoiety to the party or parties at whose suit or complaint suchperson was convicted,
and shall also suffer imprisonment, at the discretion of the court, for any space of
time not less than three nor exceeding twelve months, without bail or mainprize.

926, — 82d. And
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. 82d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any ‘negro or
other slave, who may be sentenced to be confined in the workhouse for the term of
two years, or a less time, shall escape from such confinement before the expiration
of his sentence, such negro or other slave being retaken, shall, on proof of his or
her identity before two justices of the peace, be adjudged by them to be sent back .to
confinement, to complete the term for which he or shewas sentenced to confinement,
and to receive a whipping, not exceeding fifty lashes. .

83d. And be it further enacted by the duthority aforesaid, That if any negro of
other slave who may be sentenced to be confined to hard labour for life in any work-
house, shall escape therefrom, every such negro or other slave being retaken, shall,
on proof of his or her identity before two magistrates; be adjudged by them either
to be recommitted to his or her. former punishment, or to be transported off this
Island for life.

84th. And be it further enacted ‘by the authority aforesaid, That if theprovost...
marshal or any of his lawful deputies, or any lawful constable or workhouse-keeper,
shall willingly or negligently suffer any slave or slaves to escape, who ‘shall be com-
mitted to his or their custody for any offence under this Act, such marshal, con-
stable, or workhouse-keeper, who shall suffer such escape, shall, -on’ conviction
thereof before two magistrates, forfeit the sum of fifty. pounds, to be recovered in
a summary manner by warrant under the hands and seals of the said. two magi«
strates, for the use of the parish, and without injury to the rights of the owner to
sue for the value of the same.

85th. And be it further enacted, That where any slave or slaves shall be dis-
charged by proclamation, the deputy marshal or workhouse-keeper shall be’ entitled
to receive all such fees as shall- be due to him or them, for suchslave:or slaves,
at the time of such discharge, from the public, upon application and due proof
made in the most solemn manner to the assembly, or any cotnmittee thereof, that
such.slave or slaves, during’ the time they were in the custody of such deputy-marshal
or workhouse-keeper, was and were found and provided with proper and sufficient
provisions and necessary clothing, agreeably to this law.

86th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Thatno gaol-keeper in this
Island, or any person acting under him as clerk or deputy, shall on aiy pretence
whatsoever work or employ any slave or slaves sent to his custody uponanyplanta-
tidn, pen or settlement belonging to or in the ‘possession of any suchgaol-keeper,
nor hire or lend such slave or slaves out to work for any other personor .persons,
during the time such slave or slaves shall be in his custody, but that all such slaves
“shall be and remain in the common gaol of the county, parish or precinct, in order
to be inspected by any person or persons desiring the same; and in case any gaol-
keeper shall offend herein, he shall for every offenceforfeit’ the sum of . fifty
pounds, .

. . é

87th. And whereasthere are many inferior crimes and misdemeanors comimittedby
slaves, which ought to be punished in a summary manner before two magistrates;
BE it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all misdemeanors andin-
ferior. crimes committed by any slave or slaves, not hereinbefore mentioned, and
directed in what manner they are to be tried, shall be tried in a summary manner.
before two or more justices of the peace of the parish or precinct where the offence
shall be committed, reasonable notice of the time and place of such trial being given
to the owner, proprietor, or possessor of such slave or slaves, or his her or their at-
torney or attornies, or the person.or persons having the care of such slave or slaves;
and the said justices ofthe peace shall, on conviction of ‘such slave or slaves, order:
and direct such punishment to be inflicted as they shall think proper, not exceeding
hifty lashes, or six months imprisonment to hard labour.

_ 88th. And be it further enacted, That the clerk of the peace for attending: such
summary trial, and making out the order of the magistrates thereat, which he ‘is.
hereby bound to do under the penalty of fifty pounds, shall be entitled to receive
from the churchwardens of theparish the sum of one pound six shillings and eight
pence ; and the constable for attending at the trial, and at the execution of the’ order.
of the magistrates thereon, shall receive the sum of tenshillings, -
Soth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Thatit shall and. may

be lawful for the justices aforesaid, and they are hereby required to-do their several
226, . and  
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and respective duties under this Act, when martial lawshall happen to be in force,
as they might or ought to have done if martial law were not subsisting, any law
‘custom or usage to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding.

., goth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all penalties in. this
Act mentioned, and not already declared how they shall be recovered and applied,
shall, if not exceeding fifty pounds, be recovered. in @ summary manner before any
two of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, by distress and sale of the offender's
goods and chattels; and if amounting to or exceeding fifty pounds, to be recovered

JAMAICA.
SS
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in. the supreme court ofjudicature, or in either of the courts*of assize, by action of ©
debt, bill, plaint or information, wherein no essoign, protection, or wager of law, or
non vult ulierius prosequi shall be entered, one moicty of whichpenalties shall be
paid to the churchwardens, for the use of the parish where the offence shall be com-
mitted, and the other moiety to the informer, or him her or them who shall sue for
the same: Provided always, that all proceedings for the recovery of penalties under
this Act, shall be instituted within twelve months after the offence be comunitted.

.- gist. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all crimes’ com-
mitted. by slaves during the time the Act, intituled, “ An Act for the protection, sub-
sisting, clothing, and for the better order and government of Slaves, and for other.
purposes,” passed in the year one thousand eight hundred and seven, was in force,
shall. be heard, tried and determined, and such slave punished in the manner direct-
ed by the said Act, and as if the same were now in full force, and for which purpose
only the said recited Act shall be considered as still in force. os

 

An ACT to ‘enable Persons of Colour, arid Negroes of Free. Condition, to
‘save. deficiencies for their own Slaves, and for the Slaves of each other.
{4 December 1813.] . ,

‘WHEREAS it is deemed expedient that persons of colour and negroes of free
condition should be permitted to employ persons of the same class and condition
on their respective properties, and that such free persons so employed, as well-as
such free persons being proprietors, should be allowed to save deficiencies for their.
own body;and it is also expedient to repeal a certain clause of an Act hereinafter
mentioned, relating to free persons: We, therefore,Your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal
subjects, the assembly of this Your Majesty’s Island of Jamaica, do most humbly
beseechYour Majesty, that it may be enacted ; beittherefore enacted and.ordained
by the governor, council, and assembly of this Island, and it is hereby enacted and
ordained by the authorityofthe same,That the fourth clause of the twenty-seventh
chapter of the fifty-third year of the reign of His present Majesty be and. the same
is hereby Repealed. - oS :

- 2d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That notwithstanding
any thing contained to the contrary in a certain Act of this Island, passed on the
eleventh dayofDecember, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
twelve, intituled, “ An Act to oblige the several inhabitants of this Island to keep a
number of white persons serving in the militia, in proportion to the number of slaves:
they shall possess, or to pay certain sums of money incase they shall be deficient,”
it shall and may be lawful for every proprietor, being.a person of colour or negro of
free condition, or other person or persons of the same free condition, holding, pos-
sessing, or employing, in any parish within this Island, any slaves, or hiring any-
slaves by the year, to keep up, employ, and hire one or more person or persons of
the same free class or condition, for the several numbers of slaves, and according to
the scale and the several proportions set forth in the first clause of the said last above
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recited Act, which said free persons shall be males, actually doing duty in the militia, -
and shall live and reside on the plantation or plantations for which they shall re-
spectively be given in, recviving wages or hire for their setvices on such plantations
Tespectively, at not less than fitty pounds per annum.
: 3d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases wherein
by the said Act, white persons, andtheir respective descendants, are allowed to save
deficiencies for their own slaves, or for the slaves of any other white persons, it shall
be lawful in like manner for persons of colour and negroes of free condition to save
deficiencies for themselves respectively, or for other persons of colour, or negroes of

free
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JAMAICA. free coridition, on whose properties they shall respectively be employed and hired as
———~-—-"_ aforesaid.

In all othercafesnot 4th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in ail other cases,:
AGuieeBoag not particularly mentioned in this Act, all duties, obligations,” and:penalties, all sub-
forms, mutatis mu-" jects of relief, and all forms of giving in, and. of ‘affidavits ‘relating ‘to white persons,
tsred applicable to Shall in like manner, mutatis mutandis, be deemed and considered as applicable to
fuch perfons. persons of free condition as aforesaid, of which: the commissioners of public accounts;

the receiver general, all magistrates, clerks of vestries, and other persons, shallin like
manner and under like penalties take due notice.

This a& to be in 5th. And beitfurther enacted by the authority ‘aforesaid, That this Act shall con:
force until 31st * Rat : ‘ - otha thirty fr. fsDecember ane. tinue and be in force from the passing thereof until the thirty-first day of December,

in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, andno longer.

‘An ACT to repeal several Acts, and the Clause of an Actof this Island;
respecting Persons of free Condition, and for grantingto such Persons certain. _
Privileges. —[4th December 1813.]

WHEREAS it is expedient to admit all people of free condition borncin.this
Island, or manumised pursuant to the laws thereof, being baptized .and: instructed
in the Christian religion; to give evidencein all cases, civil and criminal-;~and-also
to repeal the several acts, and the clause of an Act of this Island hereinafter::men=
tioned relating to such persons : May.it pleaseYour most Excellent Majesty, That it
may be enacted ; BE it therefore enactedby the governor, council, and assembly
of this Your Majesty’s Island of Jamaica, and it is hereby enacted by the authority

21Geo, 2,cap.7- Of thie Sairie, Thatfrom and’ inimediatel¥after thé passing of this Act, a certain Act
“adean@-pagsedinthe twenty-firstyearof the reign of his’ late Majesty King George

the Secorid,chapter seven, intituled, “An Act for making free Négroes, Tadians, and
: Mulattods, évidence in all causes against’drie another, in all the Courts of this Island ;”
Geo. 3,cap-8. a certain’ other Act, made and passed iii the second year‘ofthe reign ‘ofHis : pre=

sent Majesty, chapter’eight, intituled, “ An-Act to prevent the’ inconveisiences aris-
ing from exorbitant Grants and Devises made by white Persons to Negroes; and the
Issue.of Negroes, and torestrain and limit sucliGrants and Devises ;” a certain other

36 Geo, 3,tip.23. Act,made .and-passed in the thirty-sixth year ofthereign of His: present, Majesty,
_” .chapter.twenty-three, intituled, “AnAct for granting..certain Privileges to. Persons. ”

and 25Geo.3,. of Colour; and: Negroes, being of free Condition ard.Christians ;” and the first. clause.
cap. 17,cl.1.te- of a certain other Act, made and passed in the twenty-fifth year of the reign.of His,
pealed. present Majesty, chapter seventeen, intituled, ‘An Act te prevent the Captains,

‘Commandérs, or Masters of Ships’ and all other Vessels whatsoever from’ clandes-
tinelycarrying, offthis Island Negro or otherSlaves,” ‘shall ‘be and stand repealed,
annulled, abd made void, to all intents and purposes whatsoever ; any thing in the
said Actg;.oreither of them, or in aity Act or Acts containedto the contrary in any-
wise notwithstanding. *

Preamble.

Perfons of free-con- 20. Andbe it further enacted by the authorityaforesaid, That from’ and after
sition bornintie the passing of this Act all and every person and personsof free condition, born in
purfuant to law, and this Island, or manumised pursuant to the laws thereof, and who have been baptized
bpaptized, grmitted and instructed in the principles of theChristian religion, shall and lawfully ma be
fatere in the courte admitted and received to give evidence on any trial or suit, of any nature ‘or kind
ofthis ifland. whatsoever,or on the hearing of any complaint, instituted or exhibited.inany. of

the courts of law or equity in this Island, or before any magistrate or coroner: Pro-
Provilo. vided always, that no such person shall be competent tobe admitted or received to

give evidence under and by virtue of this Act, unless such’ person shall have been
baptized six months at the least previous to the time of such person being produced
to give evidence, and unless such person shall at such time produce a certificate of.
his.or her baptism, and which certificate shall have been,produced to, arid thepro-
duction thereofattested by, the custos.or some magistrate, and one of the church-
wardens of the parish wherein such person shall reside, any thing hereinbefore con-.
tained-to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding: And provided also, that

Provido. no negro.or niulatto who shall be made free shall be admitted to give evidence by
virtue oi this law,unless he or she has been manumitted, or made free, for the space’
of twelve months previous to the commission of the offence, or existence of the fact
respecting which he or stie shall be produced to give his or lier evidence. .

3d. And  
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9d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and every JAMAICA.

person and persons of free condition, in the several parishes of this Island, shall andMow,thee

they are hereby required to give in their respective names and places of abode in condition, in the {-

theseveral parishes wherein they respectively reside, to the mayor, aldermen, and veral parithes of this

common council, in the city and parish of Kingston, and in the other parishes, to illand, ‘to givea
the justices and vestry in open vestry, to be recorded in a book to be kept for that. places ofabode, and

purpose ; and shall then and there produce the certificate of his or her baptism, and certificatestobe

also his or her manumission, or prove, to the satisfaction of the justices and vestry, his Srantec’ mente

or her right to freedom; and in default of compliance with the requisition herein
contained, each person so making default shall, during such non-compliance, forfeit
all benefit and advantage he or she would otherwise be entitled to under and by
yirtue of this Act: And the clerk of the common council of Kingston, and the clerk
of the vestry of each other parish, shall, under the penalty of fifty pounds for each
name omitted, record the names of such persons of free condition who may so give
in their names to the said mayor, aldermen and common council, and to the justices

and vestry as hereby required, and prove their right to freedom, and forthwith grant
certificates thereof to such persons who may apply therefore; and which certificate
shall be to the effect following: °

“ These are to Certify, That . did, on the
“ day of in the year of our Lord
« give in his [or, her] name at a vestry, holden at and did then
“ and there produce the Certificate of his[or, her] baptism, and show how he [or, she]
« obtained his [or, her] freedom.”

And for which certificate the clerk of the vestry shall be efititled to receive a fee
of one shilling and three-pence, and no more.

4th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That such certificate, Such certificates, or
or the record thereof in the vestry book, shall on all and every occasion where a party tobecontiderdsco4
is tendered as a witness, be received and taken as proof of the freedom of the person proofoffreedom.
producing the same, and shail entitle such person to be received as a witness
under and by virtue of this Act, unless it shall be satisfactorily proved to the court,
before whom such person is produced as a witness, that such person is not of free
condition.

5th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person of Perfons of free
free condition shall, in any cause where he shall give his or her testimony, commit fare peniage tote
wilful and corrupt perjury, such person, being thereof convicted, shall be punished. punithed agreeably _
according to the laws and statutes of Great Britain in such cases made and [ the laws of1 Great Britain.
provided.

_ Sth. And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the penalty here- Penalty on clerk of
inbefore mentioned shall be recovered in a summary manner before any two of His the vellty mentioned
Majesty's justices of the peace of the parish wherein the offence shall have been je recovered fum.
committed, and to the use of the party or parties complaining thereof. marily.

7th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may proggers plying
be lawful to navigate all droggers, vessels or boats plying round this Island for hire, round the ifland may
by negroes, mulattoes, or by any other description of persons, whether free or slave, be navigated byper-
notwithstanding any thing to the contrary in any other Act of this Island at any time dition, or flaves.
heretofore made: Provided nevertheless, that the master of such drogger shall be a Provifo.
native subject of free condition.

An ACT to enable the Justices and Vestry of the several Parishesof this
Island to fit out parties of confidential Slaves—[4 December 1813.]

W HEREASit has beerfound beneficial, in several parts ofthis Island, to employ Preamble.
confidential slaves for the taking and bringing in or destroying runaway or rebellious 2
slaves; We, Your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the assembly of Jamaica,
humbly beseech Your Majesty, That it may be enacted; BE it therefore enacted by
the governor, council and assembly. of this Your Majesty’s Island of Jamaica, and
it1s hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That it shall and may be lawful for teebrefentation of
the governor, or person exercising the functions of government for the time being, anyparith,governor
on the representation of the justices and vestry of any parish in this Island, that ©™Poweredtoautho.

: : . rize them to hihordes of runaway or rebellious slaves, dangerous to the peace of the community, ft outpartiesof
2206. are Confidential flaves to.
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are collected within or in the neighbourhood of the parish, to authorize the justices
and vestry:of any parish within this Island, when and as oftemas‘to-the said governor
or person exercising the functions of government, it shall on such representation
appear necessary or expedient to raise such number of negro and other slaves, or
persons of free condition, as to them shall seem meet, and at such hire as can be
agreed on between the said justices and vestry and the owners. of such slaves, to go.

_ in pursuit of, and to take, bring in, or destroy all such runaway or rebellious slaves as

Provifo,

Such officers and
non-comrnifficned
‘officers to be ap-
pointed by warrant
under hand of cuftos
or fenior magiftrate ;
and they are to be
paid agreeably to the
rate allowed by 48
Geo, 3, cap. 4.

Befides their pay and
hire, fuch parties are
to be allowed the like
rewards as are
granted by the above
ad.

All flaves going on
fach parties are to
be valued and ap-
praifed ;
and if any be killed,
the owner tobe
allowed fuch value;
and if any difabled,
adéquate corpenfa-
tidn to be given,

Tax to be levied on
each parifh for de-
fraying the above
expentes. .

Provifo.

in cafe two parishes
joi to fit out parties,
officer whofe warrant
3s of the oldeft date
3s to have the com.
mand,

may be assembled in the said parish or neighbourhood, and to appoint officers for
commanding such parties; and such party so to be sent out, shall be supplied with
good arms, accoutrements and ammunition, by the justices and vestry, and at the
expense of the said parish: Provided always, that with every such party of slaves
there shall be at least one white person for every twenty negro or other slaves.

ad. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the officers and non-
commissioned officers employed to command and conduct such parties, shall be ap-
pointed by warrant under the hand and seal of the custos or senior magistrate pre-
siding at any vestry, on the nomination of the majority of the Justices andvestrymen
present, when the said officers shall be appointed under the authority to be given by
the governor, or person exercising the functions of government as aforesaid ; and
that such officers, non-commissioned officers, and others employed in any such
party, shall be allowed and paid at and after the rate allowed in and by anAct
passed in the forty-eighth year of the reign of His present Majesty, commonly. called
The Party Law, during such time as such officers shall be employed in actual
service.

gd. And beit-further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That over and above the
said pay and hire of the negroes employedin such parties, the said parties shall
e allowed the like rewards for taking or killing rebellious or runaway slaves, as. are

in and by the said Act allowed to be distributed: in the proportions and: manner
thereby directed.

4th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and every the
slave ot slaves wlio shall be employed in such parties, shall previously be valued
and appraised by the said justices and-vestry, of any two persons to be appointed
by them, such valuation not to exceed the sum of two hundred pounds ; and in case
any slave or slaves shall be killed, the master or owner of such slave or slaves ‘shall |
receive for every slave so killed the sum at which the said élave shall have been
valued ; and in case any such slave or slaves shall be disabled by loss of limb,. the
master or owner of suck slave or slaves shall receive such sum as shall-appear,
upona revaluation, to be an adequate compensation, not exceeding one hundred
pounds; such revaluationto be made-by the said. justices and vestry, or two per-
sos to be by them appointed, after such slave or slaves shall become so disabled
as aforesaid.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said justices and
vestry shail and may and they are hereby authorized and required to raise and
levy on the inhabitants of the parish where such party or parties may be fittedout,
such sum or sums of money as may be requisite andnécessary for the pay, hire,’
maintenance, and rewards to which suéh party or parties may be entitled, and’
as may béréquiréd to pay for sti¢h slave or slaves as may be ‘killed or dis-
abled in such partyor parties, to be received, levied, and enforcedas’ the other’
parochial taxes: Provided always, that nothing herein containedis meant or in-
tended to interfere with the hereinbefore mentioned Party Law, or Militia Law, or
any of the articles, matters, and things therein contained,

6th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case two or more
parishes shall join in fitting out parties, the officer whose warrant, signed as afore-
said, shail be of the oldest date, shall take the command.of such. joint parties ;
and the other officers shall take rank and command according.to the date of the:

_ Warrants under whith they shall be then actually acting and receiving pay.  
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An ACTfor rendering more effectual two certain. Acts of this Island, respect- . JAMAICA. ,.
ing foreign slaves and foreigners of a certain description; one passed in

- the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, and the other passed
_in the year one thousand eight hundred and one.—[23d November 1814.]

WHEREAS two certain Acts. of this Island, the one intituled, “‘ An Act to pre- preamble.
vent. any intercourse or communication between the slaves of this Island, and foreign 39 Geo. 3. cap. 29.
slaves ofa certain description, and for other purposes, passed in the month of March in
the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine;” and the other in-
tituled, “An Act for establishing regulations respecting persons of a certain de- 41 Geo. 3. cap.37}
scription arriving in this Island, or resident therein, in certain cases,” made and passed
in the month ef March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and one,
are not sufficient, under the circumstances of the times, to effectuate the purposes
thereby intended ; We, Your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the governor, coun-
cil and assembly of this Your Majesty's Island of Jamaica, do humbly beseech
Your Majesty, That it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the governor, council .
and assembly ofthe said Island, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same,

“That in addition to the declaration mentioned in the third clause of the last-mentioned
Act passed in the year one thousand eight hundred and one, every alien who shallAdditionaldecla:
arrive in this Island after the passing of this Act, shall also declare to the naval officer of meron fe bemadeby

‘the. port. in which such alien shall arrive, the place of his or her birth, and the Yai inthis ifland.
length of time of his or her residence in the country or countries, place or places in
whitch such alien sliall have principally resided previous to bis or her arrival, and also
the name of the ship or vessel in which such alien arrived, the country to which -
such ship or vessel belongs, and the name of the master thereof; and every alien Punithmentin the
who shall neglect or refuse to make such declaration as hereinbefore.and in the °° 7s’
said third clause of the said Act directed to be made, or shall make a false declara-
tion thereof, shall for every such offence be proceeded against, as in‘and by the
said clause directed, or on conviction thereof before any two justices of the peace,
or members of the corporate body of the city and parish of Kingston,.. upon
the oath of one or more credible witnesses, be committed to the common gaol,
or some other proper place of confinement, until the pleasure of the governor,
lieutenant governor, or. person executing the functions of governor, shall be
known thereupon. - -

And be it further enacted: by the authority aforesaid, That anyalien who shall, Aliens to produce
upon. her or his arrival ‘in this Island, receive the certificate from the naval: officer the certificate of theLe . : . : : : naval officer betoreaor his deputy, as directed by the fourth clause of the said Act, such alien shall, juftice of the peace;
Within tlie space of twenty-four hours after he or she: shall have ‘obtained the and inKingfton
same, ‘appear with such certificate before any justice of the peace of the parish body,within »qhours

. Wherein such certificate shall have been obtained; and if in the city and parish after obtaining the
. of Kingston, before one of the members of the corporate body thereof, at their Ay dermiffion to
next sitting thereafter; and which said justice of the peace or corporate body shall, refde in theparity is
if he or they shall see no good cause to the contrary, by cndorsement upon the to begranted them,os as : ie moe vy eq : If no goodcaufe tosaid certificate, grant such alien permission to reside within, the said parish oF the contrary.
Precinct; but if such justice of the peace or corporate body aforesaid shall see
cause why such alien shall not be permitted to reside in such parish orprecinct,
he or they shall commit such alien to the common gaol, or some other proper. place
of confinement, without bail or mainprize, and report the same forthwith to the
governor, lieutenant governor, or person executing the functions of governor. _

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the governor, lieu- Governor may order
tenant governor, or person executing the functions of governor, shall and ‘may, if of the Iand any
he shall think fit, cause every alien who shall so offend, or be committed as afore- nee ans
said, to be sent off this Island.

_ And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That when and as often as Regulations for the
at shall happen that no proclamation shall be issued, as directed by the seventh conduétofmaftersof
clause of the said Act, that no master of any ship or vessel shall land, or permit or vellls, in ae erent
suffer any person, being an alien, to land in any ‘part of this Island, before the-ar- proclamation in 8
Tival of such ship or vessel in the port or place to which such ship or vessel shall be #rce-
bound; and anyperson offending herein shall forfeit and pay the sum of one‘hun-
dred pounds for each alien so landed, or permitted or suffered to land asaforesaid,
to be recovered before any two justices of the peace of the parish wherein such ship
or vessel shall arrive ; and if within the precinct of the city and parish.of Kingston,
clore any two members of the corporate boay ofthe said city and parish, the oné

before
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half thereof to go to the informer, and the other half to the poor of the said parish;
and if any alien shall land in this Island from any ship or vessel, before the arrival
of such ship or vessel in the port or place to which she shall be bound, against the
wish and without the consent of the master of such ship or vessel, the said master
shall immediately upon his arrival, report to the naval officer or his deputy, the
names, colour, sex, description of person, the port or place where such alien shall
have embarked on board his ship or vessel, and the place where such alien shall
have landed; and upon negiect or refusal to make such report, or upon making a
false report thereof, such master shall, for every such offence, upon conviction
thereof before any two justices of the peace, or corporate body, as aforesaid, forfeit
and pay the sum of one hundred pounds, one half thereof for the informer, and the
other half for the poor of the said parish in which such master shall be convicted. .

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all persons not being natural
born subjects of His Majesty, and not naturalized, residing in this Island, shall in aud
during the month of August in each andevery year, appear before any justice of the
peace of the parish in which such alien shall reside, and if in the city and parish of
Kingston, before the corporate body thereof, and shall then show to such justice of
the peace or corporate body, the certificate or passport under which such alien shall
have been permitted to reside in the said parish; and if any alien shall refuse or
neglect to appear as aforesaid, without a good and sufficient excuse, or shall appear
without showing his or ber passport or certificate, and without giving good and suffi-
cient reason for not showing the same, such alien shall be committed by such justice
ofthe peace or corporate body, to the common gaol, or some other proper place of
confinement, there to remain without bail or mainprize, until the pleasure of the go-
vernor, lieutenant governor, or person executing the functions of governor, shall be
known thereupon; and which said justices of the peace shall, within one month,
lodge in the office of the clerk of the peace of their respective parishes, and the cor-
porate body in the police office, a list of all such persons as shall have so appeared
before them respectively, and shall also notify on the back of each certificate the
appearance aforesaid of such alien. so
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That upon any person not

being a natural born subject of His Majesty, and not naturalized, enlisting or being
enrolled in any company or troop of the militia of this Island, the officer commanding
such company or troop at the time of such enlistment or enrolment, shall forthwith
take down the nameofsuch person, his place of birth, place of residence in the parish,
and length of time of such residence, his occupation and colour, of which he shall
immediately make a return to the colonel or officer commanding the regiment to

, which such company or troop shall belong, under a penalty of ten pounds for each

Perfons having
ailens in their em-
ploy or refident with
them, muift give in
an account of them
to police officer, (if
in Kingfton), and to
clerks of peace in
other parifhes, under
penalty of. 4.

neglect herein, to be recovered before any two justices of the peace of the parish to
which such company or troop shall belong, and if in the city and parish of Kingston,
before any two of the members of the corporate body; and which said return the
colonel or officer commanding the said regiment shall, within twenty days after re-
ceiving the same, transmit to the clerk of the peace of the parish in which such person
shall be enlisted or enrolled; and if in the city and parish of Kingston, to the police
office, under a penalty of twenty pounds for each neglect, to be recovered as last
aforesaid; and which said penalties shall be paid to the use of the poor of the parish
wherein such conviction shall take place.

And be it ferther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every person and
persons whomsoever, who shal! have any person or persons, not being natural born
subjects of His Majesty, and not having been naturalized, living in his her or
their employ, or residing within his her or their houses, shall, on or before
the twenty-eighth day of March next, or. within twenty days after making a
return of all such person or persons not being natural born subjects of His Majesty,
and not having been naturalized, to the police officer of the city and parish of
Kingston, as to such persons as reside in the said city and parish, and to the
clerks of the peace of the several other parishes in which such person or persons
reside, ‘or-in which his her or their plantation or house may be, whereon such
person or persons as aforesaid are employed or reside; and in such return shall be
‘set down the name, colour, country, and occupation of such person or persons,
aliens as aforesaid, the length of time such person or persons, alieus as afore-
said, shall have been in his her or their employment, or the length of time of
such residence as aforesaid, and also the country from whence such person or per-
sons, aliens as aforesaid, last came; and in every case of neglect or default he she

oF
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or they shall forfeit and pay the ‘sum of one hundred pounds, to be ‘recovered in a JAMAICA

summary. manner before-any two of His Majesty’s justices of the ‘peace of the ree “~~”
spective parishes ; and if in the city and parish’of Kingston, before any ‘two of the ;
corporate body,upon.theoathof one ormore credible witnessor witnesses, one half -
thereof shall be to the informer or informers, the other moiety'to the poor of the
parish in which such plantationor dwelling, shall be.

And:be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the.Andthofe employing
passing of this Act, all:person or persons_whomsoever who shall employ or. take to anyin fature mutt,
reside with him her or them any person or persons, not being natural born subjectsGays,make aveturn.
of His Majesty, and not having been naturalized, shall, within fourteen days after of them under the
such employment or residence, give in‘to the police officer of the city andparish of @™¢ Penalty.
Kingston, as to such persons as reside in the said city and parish, and to the clerks
of the peace of the several other parishes, in which such person or persons, aliens as
aforesaid, shall be employed’or reside, a return thereof, wherein shall be set down
sthe names, colour, country, and occupation of such person or persons aliens as
aforesaid; and in every case, of neglect or default therein, he she or they shall
forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred pounds, to be recovered as last aforesaid,
one moiety thereof to be for the informer or informers, and the othermoiety thereof
to befor the poor of the parish as aforesaid. _ . oe . i

And be it further-enacted by the authority aforesaid,: That:from-and: after the The like notice tobe.
passing ofthis Act, all person and persons whomsoever who’ shall now have, or shall given onaliens quit-'
or may-hereafter have any person or persons not being-natural-born subjects of His: mest or refidences
Majesty, and. not naturalized in his heror their employ, er-residing with him her. or
them, -he she or they shall upon such:person orpersons,aliens aforesaid; quitting
such employment or residence as aforesaid, give a:notice thereof in writing to the
police officer of the city and :parish of Kingston, as to. such persons af reside in’the
said city and parish, and to the clerks ofthe peace of the several other parishes in
which such person or persons, aliens aforesaid,-shall have been employed and resided ;'
and in every case of neglect or default, he she or they shall forfeit.and pay the -
sum ofone hundred pounds, to be recovered and applied as aforesaid.

‘And ‘be it ‘further enacted ‘by the authority aforesaid, That persons givirig in such’ Feetothepolice...
returns as aforesaid shall pay to thepolice officer of the city and parish ‘of Kingston, cece and clerks of

_ and clerks of thepeace ofthe several other parishes, the sum. of two shillings'and six-
pence for each person in such return’sotobe made.to them respectively, andtiomore;
and that the said police officer and-clerks of the peace:shall entersuch returns:so to be’ and penalty if they
made to‘them respectively, intoa book to be kept for that purpose, under thepenalty negleét to enter fuch
of five pounds for each neglect or default,.to’be levied by warrantunder the hands oo
and ‘seals ‘of any two of the members of thecorporate body of the city‘and parish:
of Kingston, if such neglect or default shall happen within the precinct of ‘the said
city and parish, and by any two justices of the peace of the parish wherein such —
neglect or default shall happen, ‘and the penalties ‘so levied to be applied to thé use
of the ‘poor of the city and parishes wherein such penalties shall be levied.- ~~ --

__, Andbe it further enacted, ‘That if any master or commander of any ship, vessel Punithment on
orboat, shall not comply with the regulations contained in, the first section of the weeiog rey iw!
said recited Act, passed the eleventh day of Marchone thousand eight hundred and with theSegulations
one, such master or commander, upon proof thereof in manner as directed in and contained in the att
bythe said Act, shall not only be liableto the penalty imposed by the said: Act, but © 477° 3 SP 17.
shall also be committed to gaol for three months, by warrant under the hand and seal ,
of one or more of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, or by one or more of the -
corporate body of the city and: parish of Kingston,-if within the precinct
thereof, - co 7 : :

And be it further enacted bythe avithorityaforesaid, That all negroes orpeople Negroes, cc. from
of colour from the Island of Saint Domingo found on shore here without a special St. Domingo found
license from the governor or the person executing for’ the time being the functions Heres withouta
of governor, shall be deemed and taken to be persons of a dangerous description, and governor, to be
‘©n conviction under any law respecting persons of a dangerous description shall ‘be deemedperfons of a
transported for life ; and that any person who shall apprehend, and havecommitted ‘tion, : Pe
to gaol brigand negroes or- people of colour of the aforesaid description, shall be ‘Rewards to perfons
entitled to a reward of twenty pounds for every person so apprehended and’ trans- @pprehending them. ar ° _? and to witnefles,
posted, on presenting to the receiyer general acertificate ofthe fact, signed by the

226. magistrates
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JAMAICA. | magistrates who shall or may pass such sentence of transportation ; and ifany person
——— shall be prosecuted and convicted under the eleventh or thirteenth clauses of the said

Act, by the information of any witness orwitnesses, suchwitness or witnesses shal
be entitled.to the sum of twenty pounds, to be paid by the receiver general of this
Island, on the production to him of a certificate of such conviction.

Governor empower-. And be it further enacted, That immediately from and after the passing of this Act,edto order {earch 9 i¢ shall and may be lawful to and for the governor, or person executing the functions of
andto apprehend, governor for the time being, at any time to issue orders to all and every or any person

_ &cureandfendthem or persons whomsoever to make, search for and apprehend, and keep in safe and| cots for public secure custody any person whomsoever not being a natural born subject of His
fafety. Majesty, to the end that such proceeding may be had with regard to every such

person respectively, as the safety of the Island may appear to require, and to
cause to be kept in confinement on board any ship or vessel, or otherwise,
and for such time as he shall deem necessary ; and also to cause to be sent off the
Island every such person so to be apprehended as aforesaid, ashe shall deem.to be
a dangerous or suspicious character with regard to the public safety and tran:
quillity. ;

Under fuch ordersof = And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be
tegovernor, 2°88 awful to and for all and every or any person or persons, under any such orders as
ces for fearch by aforesaid, to break open houses or closes for the purpose of effectually searching for

force, all and every or any such person or persons so to be apprehended as aforesaid, if free
access shall not be given, or may not be had for that purpose, and also to use and
exercise any force whatsoever that may be necessary or expedient in order to carry

: into full execution any such orders as aforesaid. ,

Officers, &c, of - And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any officer or private
militia difobeying of the Militia shall not obey any such, orders ag aforesaid, every such person ‘sofuch orders, to be . . : : ' ? :tried by a court offending shall be liable to be tried by a general court martial and to the sentencemartial. thereof. oo

Perfons fent of the And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person sent offthisian under this Island under this Act shall afterwards return to this’ Island, every such person shallif they. return. ‘suffer death without benefit of clergy, any thing ‘contained in any former Act
notwithstanding.

Expenses incurred . : : : : : \ oe |tobe paid by the And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, and the commissioners ofreceiver general,after Public accounts are hereby directed to authorize the receiver general to pay all suchbeing auditedby the expenses as may at any time hereafter be incurred in the apprehending and trans-public accounts, porting from this Island any person who maybe apprehended and transported from
this Island ‘by virtue of this or the hereinbefore recited Acts, such expenses beingfirst audited and approved of by the said commissioners of accounts.

Snere ke of os. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after thealiens or foreign” passing of this Act, if any owner of a drogger or drogging vessel, being the masterflaves from one port thereof, or the master not being the owner, shall take or carry any alien or foreito another without a " 5 : .paffport, to forfeit slave from any one part to any other part of this Island, unless such person shall have7ol for each, a passport according to the regulations made by the hereinbefore recited Act. of the
forty-first year ofthe reign of George the Third, such master or owner of a drogger as
aforesaid shall for everysuch offence forfeit and pay the sum of seventy pounds for
every such alien or foreign slave, who shall have been by him carriedfrom any one port _
to any other port of this Island as aforesaid, one moiety thereof to the informer or
informers, and the other moiety to the churchwardens of the parish wherein the port —
shall be situated to which the said master or owner ofa drogger as aforesaid shall have
carried such person or persons, for the use of the poor of the said parish, to berecovered in a summary manner before any two members of the corporate body, ofthe city and parish of Kingston, if the offence shall be committed within the precinct
thereof, and any two magistrates of such other perish where the offence shall becommitted; and in default of payment, that such offender or offenders shall becommitted to the common gaol, there to.remain without bail or mainprize until the
same shall be paid. :

‘This a& to bein And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act, andDecember eee every clause, matter and thing therein contained, shall continue and be in force‘from ane thirty-first day of December in the present year, until the thirty-first
226. . - . day  
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day of December, in the year of our ‘Lord oné thousand eight hundred and.
seventeen. ;

Passed the Council, twenty-third November one thousandeight hundred and
fourteen. (Signed) R. Robertson, Cl. Com.

Passed the Assembly, this twenty-third day of November one thousand eight
hundred and fourteen. (Signed) James Lewis, Speaker. .

. I Consent,
Manchester.

Twenty-third November, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen.

NEVIS.

NEVIS ACT.
An ACT to prevent Slaves from selling Sugar, Rum, Molasses, Syrups, ©

Canes, Cane Liquor, Live Stock, Butchers Meat, and other Things;
also, from carrying off this Island Live Stock and Butchers Meat, without
Tickets from their Owners or Managers.—[11th February 1790.].

HEREAS the frequent robberies committed by slaves, of sugar, rum,
molasses, syrups, canes, cane liquor, sheep, goats, hogs, poultry, and)

several other things, render it necessary for the Legislature of this Island to inter-
pose and endeavour to put a stop to sueh evil practices, which are promoted by the
ease such slaves find in procuring purchasers, from whom they receive great en-
‘couragement to rob and steal, to the very great detriment and injury of the inhabit-
ants of this Island: We, therefore, Your Majesty’s most dutiful any loyal ‘subjects,

_ the governor and commander in chief of Your Majesty’s Leeward Charribbee Islands
in America, and the council and assembly of the Island of Nevis, do ‘pray Your

JAMAICA. |—
Vane pore

NEVIS.
Ce

most sacred Majesty, That it may be enacted; and be it and it is hereby en-_
acted by the King’s most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of
the governor and commander in chief of His Majesty's Leeward Charribbee Islands
in America, and the council and assembly of the said Island of Nevis, and by the
authority of the same, That from and after the publication of this Act it shall not

_ be lawful for any slave whatsoever in this Island to sell any thing, except “ fire
wood, grass, vines, herbs, pulse, grain, roots, food made of roots, crabs, sea-fish,
and the slaves own particular manufacture,” without a-ticket from under the hand
ofthe slave’s owner or manager, specifying the thing or things to be sold, and the— -
quantity of them, with the name of the slave or slaves, and the day of the month,
which said ticket shall only remain good and valid for the day on which it is.given ;_
and in case any slave or slaves shall offer any thing (except such things as are |
before excepted in this Act) for sale without such ticket fromhis her or their owner
or manager, it shall and may be’ lawful for any white person whatsoever to take
away such thing from the said slave and convert it to his or her own use; provided
the thing or things so taken from any slave, at the same time, shall not exceed the value
of six shillings current money; butif the thing or things so taken are of more than the
value of six shillings current money, such thing or things and the slave or slaves in
whose custody they are taken, shall be delivered to the provost marshal or his lawful
deputy, or to the keeper of the common gaol in Charlestown, who is hereby required
to secure such slave or slaves and the thing or things so taken, and to give notice

_ thereof to the owner or managers of the saidslave or slaves, for which notice and-
securing the said slave or slaves the. said ‘provost.marshal or his lawful deputy shall
be paid three shillings current money by the owner: or manager of the said slave or
slaves; and‘also the further sum of three shillings current money for the person or
persons who shall apprehend the said slave or. slaves; and the marshal or his
lawful deputy, on receipt of the said sum of six shillings, shall deliver the said slave
or slaves, with the goods so taken, to their respective owners or managers: Pro-
vided always, nevertheless, that if any person or personis shallclaimthe goods or any -
part thereof offered for sale, without a ticket as aforesaid, upon application to the
marshal or his lawful deputy, he shall cause the said slave or slaves with the goods
so taken, to be carried before any one of His Majesty’s justices of the peace for the _

. said Island, who is hereby authorized and empowered to hear anddetermine all
matters
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matters touching the same, and to order such slave or slaves a public correction,
not exceeding thirty-nine lashes: And whereas for want of a law to restrain slaves
from selling sugar, ram, molasses, syrups, canes, and cane liquors in the public
markets of this Island, frequent depredations are committed, to the great grievance
of the planters; BE it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and
may be lawful, from and after the publication of this Act, for any white person what-
soever to apprehend any slave or slaves that shall or may sell or expose to sale any-
where, or have in their possession out of their owner’s or manager's plantation any
sugar, rum, molasses, syrups, canes, or cane liquor which shall be suspected
to be stolen, without .a ticket, as is hereinbefore directed, from their owner or
manager, and to carry such slave or slaves, with the sugar, rum, molasses, syrups,
canes, or cane liquor as aforesaid, before any justice of the peace in this Island, who
is hereby authorized and empowered, according to the intent and Meaning of this
Act, to award such sugar, rum, molasses, syrups, canes, and cane liquor to the per-
son or persons who shall or may apprehend such slave or slaves as aforesaid, and to
order and direct the offending slave or slaves to be publicly whipped, not‘exceed-
ing thirty-nine lashes; and if any person or persons shall presume to purchase
any sugar, rum, molasses, syrups, canes, and cane liquor, contrary to the intent and
meaning of this Act, from any slave orslaves, without a ticket from their owner or
manager, such person or persons, notwithstanding the penalty hereinafter mentioned
for purchasing without a ticket, be subject nevertheless to be indicted at the court
of King’s Bench and Common Pleas in this Island, as the receiver of stolen goods.

And whereas it is a practice for slaves to carry stolen stock. off this Island
to sell at the Islands of Saint Christopher’s and Statia; BE it and it is hereby
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any master or commander of any boat
or vessel, shall take or permit, or suffer to be taken on board such boat or vessel
any live stock or butchers meat. to be transported to any ‘place whatsoever for any

- slave, withouta ticket as hereinbefore is directed, such master or commander of
such boat or vessel shall for any such offence forfeit and pay the sum of twenty
pounds current money. \

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any white
or free person shall purchase any thing, (except such things only as are before|
excepted in this Act) from any slave or slaves not having a ticket as hereinbefore
directed, suchperson or persons shall, upon proof made before any justice of the.
peace in this Island, forfeit and pay the sum of twenty pounds current money.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person what-
soever shall give any slave a ticket in his or her owner’s or manager’s name, to
sell any thing without the privity or consent of such owner or manager, such person
shall, upon proof been made upon oath by the owner or manager before any one
justice of the peace, forfeitand pay the sum oftwenty pounds currentmoney.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any person or persons
shall take away any thing from any slave who hath a ticket, or take away the ticket
from any slave, (except the goods mentioned in the ticket be all sold) or take away
any thing from any slave which the slave is permitted by this Act to sell, without a
ticket, such person shall, upon proof made before any justice of the peace in this
Island, forfeit and pay the sum of twenty pounds current.money, to be levied by
distress and sale of the offender’s goods and chattels, by warrant from the said

- justice, directed to the provost marshal or his lawful deputy, or to ‘any constable;
which fine shall be paid, part to satisfy the slave for the value of the things taken
away, and the remainder to the poor of the parish where such things are taken away;
and if such person hath no goods and chattels sufficient to satisfy the said fine,
such person shall suffer imprisonment in the common gaol of this Island three
months, if the fine be not sooner paid: Provided always, that nothing inthis Act
contained shall extend or be construed to extend to make void any clause, matter
or thing containedin an Act made in the eleventh year of the reign of his Jate
Majesty George the Second, intituled, “ An Act to amend, explain, and make more
effectual an Act made in the fourth year of the reign of King George the First,
intituled, ‘An Act for the good government of Negroes and other Slaves in this’
Island ;’” any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding.
And forasmuch as negroes and other slaves are not allowed.to give evidenceagainst .any white or free person; BE it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case

any person or persons shall purchase any thing from any slave, or carry any thing off
this
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this Island for any slave, (except as hereinbefore is excepted) withouta ticket as afore-
said, or shall take ‘away any thing from any slave who hathaticket, or take away
aticket from any slave, or take away any thing from any slave which the slave
is permitted by this*Act to sell without a ticket, and upon complaint made to a
justice of the peace, the fact cannot be proved upon such person by any white
or ‘other credible free evidence, the justice is hereby required to issue his warrant to
apprehend such person, who shall, unless he make oath to the contrary, forfeit and
pay, in the same manner as is before directed by this Act, upon full proof made, any |
law usage or custom to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding,

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all fines and forfeitures ~
imposed by this Act, and not hereinbefore applied, shall be levied by distress and sale
ofthe offender’s goods and chattels, by warrant under the hand and seal of the justice
or justices before whom the offender shall or‘may be convicted, directed to the pro-.
vost marshal or hislawful deputy, or to anyconstablein thisIsland, commanding them
and either of them to levy on the offender’s goods and chattels; and. after the expira-
tion of three days, if the fine or forfeiture be not sooner paid, to expose the same to
sale by public auction in the town of Charlestown, the one half ofall such fines and
forfeitures shall be delivered to the treasurer of this Island for the time being, for the
use of His Majesty’s forts and fortifications, and the other half to the informer; and it
the said goods so levied upon, shall sell for more thanis sufficient to pay such,fine and ©
forfeiture that shall or may be incurred by a breach of this Act, the overplus, after
deducting all reasonable charges, shall be paid to theoffender or offenders; and
if any offender or offenders shall not have goods and chattels sufficient to satisfy the

. said fines and forfeitures, such offender or offenders shall be imprisoned three months
in the common gaol of this Island, by warrant from the said justice orjustices.

And be it further enacted. by the authority aforesaid, That if action or suit shall
be commenced against any person or persons, in any court whatsoever, for any thing .
donein pursuance of this Act, the defendant or defendants may plead the general
issue, and give this Actor any other specialmatter thereofin evidence; andin case
such defendant or defendants shall be found not guilty, or theplaintiff or plaintiffs be
nonsuited, thedefendatt or defendants shall. recover treble costs against theplaintiff
or plaintiffs for his or their unjust vexation.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall continue
and bein force for seven years. from the publication, and from thence until the end
of the then sitting assembly of this Island, and no longer.

Datedin Antigua, the first day of February,in the year of our Lordone thousand
seven hundred and ninety, andin the thirtieth year of the reign of our Sovereign
Lord George the Third, by the grace of God, ofGreatBritain, France, and
Treland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c.

Passed the Assembly, this fifth day ef December, in the year ‘of ourLord ¢one
thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine.

William Higgins, Speaker.
William Burke, Clerk pro tempore.

Passed the Council, this twenty-sixth day of January, in the year ofour Lord one
thousandsseven hundred and ninety.

Roger Pemberton, Clerk of theCouncil.

Pablished #fn Charlestown, by beat ofdrum, this:second day of February one
‘ thousand seven hundred and ninety. —

RogerP. Bridgwater, D. P. Marshal. :

Passed by the Governorin Chief, the first day of February one thousand seven
hundred and ninety, andin the thirtieth year of His Majesty's reign.

Thomas (1. 8.) Shirley.

Nevis:—February eighth, one thousand seven hundred. andninety. I dohereby
- Certify, Thatthe Act ds aforesaidis a true Copy, as taken from theoriginal

recordedin the Secretary’s office of this Island.
Roger Pemberton, Dep. Secretary.

220, . YO : ; . . : An
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An ACT tor the encouragement of such Negroes and other Slavesas shall
behave themselves courageously against the Enemy in time of Invasion,—
[4th June 1795.]

FORASMUCH as there are many negroes and other slaves in this Island
who are worthy of being trusted and having confidence reposed in them, and there-

fore may be ot great service to this Island, should the same be invaded; To the end

therefore that encouragementmay be given for eyery negro or other slave to behave
themselves courageously against an enemy,’ We, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and
loyal subjects, the commander in chief for the time being in and over all Your —
Majesty’s Leeward Charibbee Islands in America, and the council and assembly of *
Nevis, do pray Your most sacred Majesty, That-it may be enacted; and be it and it
is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every negro or other slave within -
this Island, who in time of invasion by His Majesty's enemies, or other attempt to |
be made on this Island, shall engage and courageously conduct himself in time of
battle, and behave with fidelity to his master, sq as to be particularly distinguished,
the said negro or other slaves, and every of them, upon due proof thereof made to
the satisfaction of the council and assembly of this Island, shall be rewarded either
with freedom, or with a sum of money, as they may judge proper.

And to the end that the owners of every such negro or other slave who shall
gain their freedom by virtue of this Act, may receive a full recompense for the loss
which they shall sustain thereby ; BE it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every
negro or other slave who shall happen to beset free by this Act, shail be valued
and appraised on oath by two of the.neighbouring freeholders to the place where the
owners of such negro or other slaves may live, before one of His Majesty's justices
of the peace in the said Island, which justice of the peace shall give a certificate of
the value to the owner or owners of such negro or other slaves, who are to produce
the same to the commander‘in chief on the Island; and thereupon the'said com-
tmander in chief, by and with the advice and consent of the council and assembly,
shall issue his order or orders on the public treasurer of this Island tor the time
being, forthwith to pay the same; and in case itshall so happen, that at the time of the
issuing of such order or orders, there shall not be money sufficient in the treasury to
discharge the same, then, upon the treasurer's certifying the same on the back of
‘such order or orders, the respective owners or holders thereof shall be allowed in-
terest at and after the rate of eight pounds per cent. per annum, from the time of
the said certificate, until the full value of every such negro or other slave shall be
paid and satisfied. .

- And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any negroes or other .
slaves, at the time of invasion or appearance of an enemy, shall happen to be killed or
maimed, the owner or owners of such negro or other slaves shall be paid the full
value of every such negro or other slaves, out of the public treasury of this Island,
such valuation to be ascertained and paid as hereinbefore mentioned with respect to
the valuation, appraisement, and payment of any negro or other slave who shall be
freed in consequence of their good conduct and behaviour against an enemy, and the
negro or other-slaves so maimed shall be made free,~ and be entitled to receive from
the public treasury five pounds per annum, during his or their natural life or lives, as
@ maintenance.

Dated in Saint Christopher's, the fourth day of in the thirty-fifth
|. year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of

God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faitb, and - .
so forth; and in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-
five. Wm. Higgins, Speaker.

Passed the House of Assembly this thirtieth day of May one thousand seven
hundred and ninety-five. John Huggins, Clerk of the Assembly.

Passed the Council, this thirtieth day of May one thousand seven hundred and_
ninety-five. Wm. Burke, Clerk of the Gouncil.—

. Passed by the Commander in Chief, at Saint Christopher’s, the fourth day.of June
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five. John (1. s.) Stanley.

Published by beat of drum, in Charlestown, this sixth day of June one thousand
seven hundred and ninety-five. 7 C. Simpson, D. P. M.

226.
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ee

An ACT for raising a tax of fifteen shillings per poll on all Negro and other
Slaves, and six pounds per centum on the yearly value of all Houses, Ware-
houses, Stores, Shops, and ‘Tenements within the several Towns of this Island,
to be applied for and towards the purchase of a certain number of Negroes and
other Slaves, for the use of the Public of this Island; and for directing and ©
appointing in what manner such Negro and other Slaves shall be employed.

[20th December 1789.]

WHEREAS it is eligible for the colony, and approved of by government, that
a certain number of negroes should be purchased forthe fortifications. on

Brimstone Hill and other defences of the Island, and employed on the same, ‘and
in lieu of all aids that might otherwise be expected, or that have hitherto been granted

_ by the colony for that purpose ; We, therefore, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal
subjects, the governor in chief in and over all Your Majesty's Leeward Charribbec
Islands in America, and the council and assembly of the Island of Saint Christopher,
do pray Your most excellent Majesty, That it may be enacted; and be it and it is
hereby enacted by the King’s most excellent Majesty, by. and with the advice and
consent of the governor in chief in and over all His Majesty's Leeward Charribbec
‘Islands in America, and the council and assembly of Saint Christopher, and .by the
authority of thesame, ‘That from and after the publication of this Act, the commis-
sioners hereinafter named shall and they are hereby authorized and empowered to
contract for the purchase of any number of male slaves not exceeding one hundred
and twenty, in manner hereinafter mentioned ; and the said commissioners are hereby
required and directed in no case whatever to contract for the purchase of any
slaves but such as are healthy, able, and of good characters; for which purpose the
said. commissioners are hereby required to procure and demand from themaster or
mistress of such slaves, and every one of them, a certificate under his or her hand,
of the health, ability and character of such slaves ;. whichcertificate the said commis-
sioners are hereby required from time to time to lay before the council and assembly

SAINT
CHRISTOPHER,

\ ;

of this Island, before whom, or before a,committee thereof, the'master, tmhistress or-
seller of-such slaves shall be obliged toanswer upon oath all’ such questions as the ©
council and assembly or either of them, may: think proper to put concerning the
ability, age and character of such slaves; nor shall any contracts or agreements for

_ the absolute purchase of such slaves be made, until such negro or other slave or
slaves be produced before the council and assembly, and by them approved of ; after
which, the said commissioners shall and they are hereby required to procure from-
-such master or mistress an absolute sale of such slave or slaves to them the said-
commissioners, the survivor and survivors ofthem, and the executors, administrators,
and assigns, to and for the use of the public of this Island, tobe employed in manner—
as hereinafter. mentioned.

And be it further enactedby the authority aforesaid, That the said commissioners
shall and they are hereby directed to contract for the purchase of the slaves in manner
as hereinafter is limited5 (that is to say) that every owner, renter and possessor of
a plantation in this Island, shall have a power to sell one negro or other slave, ac- °
cording to the limitations hereinafter menttioned ; and in case the owners, renters, and.
_possessors of plantations shall not be willing and desirousto sell their negroes orother
slaves in manner as hereinbefore is directed, and the commissioners shall be unable
to get asufficient number from such owners, renters and possessors, that then it shall
and may be lawful for the said commissioners to contract for the purchase of as many
such slaves from any other person or persons whatsoever, as shall be sufficient to make
up the nuinber of one hundred and twenty, according to thedirectionsand limitations _
hereinbefore directed ; and the said commissioners are hereby directed to conform to
the regulations of this Act, in the contract for the purchase of slaves,in manner as
herein is directed and in no other manner whatsoever.

_ And beit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the slaves so purchased
‘h-tnanner aforesaid, shall be employed on the works and fortifications of Brimstone
Hill end other defences of the Island, subject to the immediate supervision ofpre

. De chief
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chief engineer stationed on the Island for the time being, who Shall take care that
the said negroes and other slaves be solely employed on the fortifications and works
of deience .of the said Island within the engineers department, and in no other

- department whatever.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners
hereinafter named, or any three or more of them, shall and they are hereby
authorized from time to time, as often hereafter as they shall Judge necessary, to exa-
-Tnine in what manner the said slaves have been employed ; and in case the said chief
engineer shall refuse at any time hereafter to givefull information to the said com-
missioners, or any three or more of them, or shall employ the negroes contrary to
the directions of this Act, the said commissioners, or any three or more of them,are to report the same to the council and assembly of this Island; and it shall
and may be lawful to and for the council and assembly of this Island, atany
time that it shall appear to them that the ‘said slaves or any of them are em-
ployed in any other manner than directed by this Act, to make a representation of
the same to the commander in chief of His Majesty’s troops for the time being ;
and in case the said misemployment shall not immediately on such representation be —rectified, then it shall and may be lawful for the said council and assembly, by a

resolution of both houses, to sell and dispose of all the said slaves, and to pay the
money arising from stich sales into the public treasury of this Island, for the
‘use of the public thereof, and to be applied in such manner as the council and“assembly and the governor or commander in chief for the time being shall direct;and it shall and may be lawful to and for the council and assembly, at any time thatit shall appear to them that any steps shall be taken for the removal of any of thesaid slaves from this Island, by a resolution of both houses to sell and dispose ofall the said slaves, and to pay the money arising from such sales into the public‘treasury, for the use of the public of this Island, to be applied in such manner as thecouncil and assembly and the governor or commander in chief for the tine being,
shall direct.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners
-hereinafter named, or the survivors or survivor of them, and the executors, admi-nistrators and assigns of such survivor, are hereby required and directed to sell and
dispose of all such slaves hereinbefore directed ‘to be purchased ‘for the use of thepublic, as soon as the fortification of Brimstone Hill and the other defences of the{sland shall be completed.

And be it further enacted by theauthority aforesaid, That the monies arising‘from the sale of such slaves shall be paid into the public treasury of this Island,
within ten days after the day of such sale, by the said commissioners, or the sur-vivors or survivor of them, and the executors administrators and assigns of suchsurvivor, under the penalty.of treble the amount of the sum that they or either —of them shall retain in their or either of their hands, to be applied in such manneras the council and assembly’and the governor or commander in chief for, the timebeing shall direct and appoint. mo oo -
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ,That the council andassembly of the Island for the time being, or any seven of them, shall be and theyare hereby named and appointed commissioners for executing the several duties -enjoined by this Act.

And for raising a fund .sufficient for the purchasing of the slaves herein-before mentioned; BE it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That.every:Owner, renter, or possessor of negroes and other slaves within. this ‘Island,Shall stand charged and is hereby charged with the payment of fiftéen shil-lings per poll for every negro or other slave of which he or she shall be severallyOwner, renter or possessor; and every owner, renter, or possessor of any houses,warehouses, stores, shops or tenements within the several towns of this Island, shallbe chargeable, and is hereby charged at and after the rate of six pounds percentum on the yearly value of all such houses, warehouses, stores, shops and tene-ments ‘of which he or she shall be owner, renter or possessor; which said tax orduty of fifteeen shillings perpollon all negroes and other slaves, and of six poundsper centum on the yearly value of all houses, warehouses, stores, shops and tene-Aevts within the several towns of this Island, shall be paid at such times and insuch manner as is hereinafter mentioned, (that is to say) five shillings per poll on allnegroes and other slaves, and two per centum on the yearly value of all houses,warehouses, stores, shops and tenements, part thereof at or upon the first day of
June,
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June,:in:the -year -of our ‘Lord one thousand ‘seven‘ hundred ‘dnd 'nittety';‘five stil-

‘lings more per-poll, and two ‘per-centunron ‘theyearly ‘value-on dll hoitses, wate- CHRIST

houses, stores, shops.and tenements; ‘other part ‘tlieredf,at or‘upon'the first Uy

‘of June which will:be'in ‘the year ofour ‘Lord: one thousand‘seven huhdred and ninety-

one; five shillings per pall, and two:per céntum on'the said yearly value'of-allhouses,
warehouses, stores, shops and tenements, residue thereof, at or upon the first day of
June which will be ‘in the year of‘our ‘Lord one-thousand ‘séven tiundréd ‘and ‘tinety-

two, to ‘be paid and applied for the payment-of the slaves ‘hereinafter directed'to be
purchased for ‘the ‘use of the public ‘of this Island.

And be it further enactedby the authority aforesaid, That-all‘and everytheowners,
renters, and possessors of negroes and other slaves, and in their absence from the—

-Igland, their attornies and managers, guardian, executor, or administrator, shall
deliver to the respective persons hereinafter named, on or before the first day of
May in each and every year during the-continuance of this Act, in such places as
they by their several precepts shall direct and appoint, a true and exact list or'
account upon oath of all and every the slaves of which he she or they are owners,
renters, or possessors, or ofwhich they are the attornies or managers, guardians, éxe-
cutors or adminisrattors, at the several times prescribed for delivering such list or

‘account;which oath the said persons hereinafter appointed to ‘take and receive such

‘lists or account, and every of them, is and are hereby empowered and authorized

and required to administer; and if any owner, renter, possessor, attorney, manager,
‘guardian, executor or administrator, shall neglect’ or refuse to deliver in such list
‘or account upon oath, at such days and times as by this Actis directed, such person
‘or persons so neglecting or refusing shall forfeit and pay the sum of two hundred
pounds current money of this Island, to be recovered and applied in manner as
hereinafter.is mentioned and declared. ~ oo.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the séveral persons,
or any two of them, in and by this.Act nominated and appointed to take the lists
of negroes and other slaves, and assessments ofhouses, warehouses, stores, shopsaid

tenements, twenty days at least ineach and every year during the continuance of
this Act, before such poll and assessment are to be taken, shall cause to be inserted
in the public papers of the said Island a notice addressed to all owners, renters

- and possessors of negroes and other slaves, and of any houses, warehouses, storts,
shops or tegements within the several. towns of this Island, to appear on the day and
at the place appointed by the said notice, and to give ih upon oath such. fist of
negroes and other slaves, and likewise the yearly value of their houses, warehouses,
stores, shops and tenements aforesaid, which notice: shall be deemed as valid and
effectual as a personal summons.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the several persons
hereinafter named, or either of them, are hereby nominated and appointed to take
the lists of slaves and assessment of houses, warehouses, stores, shops and tenements,
for the several parishes hereinafter mentioned, (that isto say) for the parish of
Saint George Basseterre, the honourable Archibald Esdaile, Webbe Hobson, and
Alexander Fraser, esquires; for the parish of Saint Peter Basseterre, the honourable
Samuel Crooke, James Tyson and John Tyson, esquires; for the parish of Saint
Mary Bayon, the honourable John Smith, Thomas Clement Caines and George

_ Akers, esquires; for the parish of Christ Church Nicola Town, the honourable
Abraham Charles Adye, James Ottley and Nicholas Richards, esquires; for the—
parish of Saint John’s Capisterre, the honourable Robert Thomson,John Woodley,
Thomas Caines and John Hutchinson ,Wallwin, esquires; for the parish of Saint
Paul’s Capisterre, the honourable Lewis Brotherson, Benjamin Markham Brotherson
‘and Joseph Rawlins, esquires; for the parish of Saint Ann Sandy Point, the
honourable Edward Parson, Richard Rawlins, Ralph Adye and William Digby Lawler
esquires; for the parish of Saint Thornas Middle Island, the honourable John
George Goldfrap, Stedman Rawlins and Henry Rawlins, esquires;for the parish
of Trinity Palmetto Point, the honourable Archibald Esdaile, William Tyson; George
Tyson and John Rawlins, esquires: Which said several lists and assessments as
‘aforesaid the said several persons are hereby required duly to returt and deliver to
the treasurer of this Island, or to such persons as he shall for that purpose appoimt,
within ten days after taking such list and making, such assessmentas aforesaid.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said treasurer
shall and is hereby obliged and authorized forthwith to prosecute all such persons
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_ within the space of eight days next before the

as shall refuse -or neglect to give ina list of their negroes and-other slaves, or the
yearly value of their houses, warehouses, Stores, shops and tenements, within the
several towns of the said Island, agreeable to the notice inserted as af resaid, and
the directions of this Act, under the penalty of five hundred pounds, to be recovered
and applied in manner as by this Act is hereinafter declared.

Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in
case of the death or absence from the Island of any of the persons nominated to
take and receive such lists, and to make such assessments aforesaid, in the times
hereinbefore mentioned, then the first person in command in this Island shall and
he.is hereby authorized and empowered, bywarrant, under his hand and seal, to
appoint others in the stead of such as are dead or absent; which said persons, after —
the appointment, shall be enjoined and -obliged to follow the directions of this Act,
and upon neglect or default so to do, shall be liable to thepenalty of two hundred
pounds current money, to be recovered and applied as hereinafter is directed.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That’ the treasurer “shall,
day of eachpayment, affix or cause to be

affixed in every parish of this Island, at the church door, or other most conspicuous ©
place, notices in writing, and shall advertise such notice also. in the public news-
papers in this Island, that all and every person or persons, being owners, renters, or
possessors of slaves, or, in their absence, ‘their attornies or managers, guardians,
executors and administrators, and all owners, renters: or possessors of any ‘houses,
warehouses, stores, shops ortenements within the several towns of. this Island, are

_ Yequired and enjoined, on such days of payment, to come to such place as the saidtreasurer shall direct or appoint, and to discharge and pay such said taxes according
to the list of negroes and other slaves, and the assessment of the yearly value of all -houses, warehouses, stores, shops and tenements within the several towns in. thisIsland, that shall be delivered to him by the several persons by this Act appointed
and directed; and the said treasurer is hereby required to do and advertise in like
manner yearly and every year during the continuance of this Act, for payment-of thetaxes and assessments as aforesaid; and in case. any the persons above mentionedshould neglect or make default.in payment of the said taxes on the days for that
purpose hereinbefore limited, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the firstperson in command in this Island, and he is’ hereby required, upon oath made bythe said treasurer, what sum of money is due and in arrear from such defaulter or
defaulters, under his hand and. seal, forthwith to issue his warrant or warrants,directed to the provost marshal of this Island, or his lawful deputy, directing himforthwith to distrain on the goods and chattels of such defaulter or defaulters, andfor want thereof, to levy on the lands and tenements ofsuch defaulter or defaulters,sufficient to pay and satisfy such sum or sums of money so due and in arrear; whichsaid goods and chattels, lands and tenements so distrained or levied on,shall. be soldwithin twenty daysnext after such distress or levy, rendering the overplus, if anybe, after deducting all reasonable and accustomed fees, to the owners of such saidgoods and chattels, lands and tenements: Provided ‘always, that such salé shall bemade in the nearest town to the place the said goods and chattels, lands and tene-ments shail be so distrained or levied. upon, in the presence of six credible whitepersons atthe. least; any thing in this Act containedto ‘the contrary in anywise -notwithstanding, . | a

And be it further enacted by the authorityaforesaid, That in case the ‘provost-marshal, or his lawful deputy, shall refuse or neglect to make such distress or levyin ten days after the aforesaid warrant or warrants shall be delivered to. him by thetreasurer aforesaid, or shall refuse or neglect well and truly to pay to the treasureraforesaid, in gold or silver money, as he by:such warrant or warrants shall have dis-trained or levied for, in ten days after such distress or levy, for each and every suchrefusal or neglect, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of three hundred pounds cur-"rent money, to be recovered and applied as hereinafter is expressed and declared:And further, that the said prevost marshal or ‘his lawful deputy, their heirs exe=cutors and administrators, shall not be discharged or acquitted; but they and every’.of them shall to all intents and purposes be liable to make good all deficiencies.proceeding from such neglect or refusal. as aforesaid, and also all such fines andforfeitures as the said provost marshal or lawful deputy shall incur by virtue of this-Act; any thing hereinbefore -contained to the contrary notwithstanding.
(£226, | - ~ : . And. -
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and every the sum

or sums of money which shall be collected and raised by virtue of this Act, shall be CHRISTOPHER,

applied towards making payment to all such persons as shall have sold and disposed

of any slave or slaves to the use of the public of this Island, in manner as herein-

after is directed; (thatis to say,) the treasurer shall pay to each and every person who

shall have sold anddisposedof one or more slaves, one-third of the amount of his

or her demand against the public of this Island for the sale of such slave or slaves,
within three months after the first payment of the taxes raised and: imposed by

virtue of this Act, and which will become due and payable on the first day ofJune

ene thousand seven hundred and ninety, one-third of the balance arising to the

erson or ‘persons aforesaid, for or on account of such slave. or slaves as. aforesaid,.

shall be made within three months after the second payment of the said taxes’
hereby raised and imposed, and which will become payable on the first day of June,

in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety one; and the

-yemainder or residue of such amount as aforesaid, shall be made to such person or

persons as aforesaid, within three monthsafterthe last payment of the taxes hereby

~ aid and imposed, and which will become payable on the first day of June in the

year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two; and the residue of

all monies arising by virtue ofthis Act, not herein disposed of, shall be paid and

_applied in such manner as the governor in chief or commander on the Island, with

- the consent of the council and assembly, shall direct and appoint. os

Andforthe better ascertainingthe exactsums due to the said before-mentionedpersons,
. BEit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the first personincommandin this ~
Island ‘shall and is hereby required to issue orders on the treasurer for the several sums
which shall become payable as aforesaid, which orders the said treasurer is hereby
directed to register and pay in manner as hereinbefore is directed, to the several
persons aforesaid in rotation, according to the date of the registry of their several
-orders : Provided always, that’ it shall and may be lawful to and for any person or
persons having demands against the public as before mentioned, to discount with
the treasurer any taxor taxes he she or they or any other-person or persons
whatosever may have to pay into the treasury from time to time by virtue of this Aet,
as far as the amount of the sum or sums of ‘money they are so entitled to receive,
according to the limitations of payment hereinbefore directed, any thing hereinbefore
contained to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding:. LO

And be it further enacted-by the authority aforesaid, That if the treasurer shall at
any time or times during the continuance of this Act neglector delay for the space
of twenty days to apply to the chief person in command in this Island for his warrant '

- or warrants of distress against all and every person who shall refuseor neglect to
. make payment of their said taxes; or if he shall: neglect or delay’ to deliver
the said warrant or warrants of distress to the provost marshal or his lawful
deputy three days after the sameisgranted, or shall employ, convert or disposeofany
of the money arising or to arise by virtue of this Act, to any other uses or purposes
than such as are herein directed and appointed, or if he shall neglect or refuse yearly _
and every year, or oftener if required, to lay before the council and assembly
of.this Island, or a, committee of both, or either, for that purpose to be appointed,
and to render and give to them a just and regularaccount of all and singular receipts,
disbursements and dispositions of money arising by virtue of the same, in order to
their being by them viewed and examined, the said treasurer, his heirs-executors
administrators and securities, shall not be discharged and acquitted, but he they.and
every of them shill to all intents and purposes be liable to make good the same, until
such time as his said accounts shall have been viewed and examined in manner
aforesaid, andalso in every and each of the said cases he shall forfeit and pay the

‘sum of one thousand pounds current‘money of this Island, to.be recovered and>.
applied in manner as hereinafter is declared.

And ‘be it further enacted -by the authority aforesaid, That all and every the.
penalties and forfeitures in andby this Act laid and imposed, shall go-and be disposed
of in manner following ; (that is to say) two third parts thereof to go and be applied

_ tothe use ofthe public of this Island, and the other third part thereof to such
” person or persons who shall: inform and sue for the same, to be recovered in any of

His Majesty’s courts of record in this Island, by action of debt, bill, plaint or infor-:
mation, .in which no essoign, protectionor wager of law, orany more than one
imparlance shall be allowed. So Se

. And
,
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a WHEREAS it is become highlynecessary, in ordertorestrain the thefts com-.
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Andbe itfurther enacted bytheauthority aforesaid, That.if any,action, suit or
information shall be commenced or prosecuted against, anyperson.or.persons for-an:
‘matter or thing byhim. or:them done inpursuanceorexecutionof this Act, itshail‘and may be lawful to and for the defendant.or defendants in any :spch suit or
action, toplead thegeneral issye, andgive.this Act.and. the specialmatter.inevidence
‘at anytrial thereupon tp be had; and if the plaintiff in such suit-benon-suited,
discontinue his action, or verdict be found against him, .or judgment be awarded.
against him,re] Pt

Pay treble costs. ofquit.
r demurrer, in each and every.of .the said.cases such plaintiff shall.

_ Dated the day of inthe | -year of the
reign of our:‘Sovereign Lord George -the' Third, by the Grace ofGod, of Great
Britain, France.and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and_so-forth; and in

.the -ear.of our Lord one thousand seven ‘hundred and.

Read, and passed the Assembly, this 29th day of October 1789.
oe . , JohnGarneti, Speaker. .

James Ward, Clerk of Assembly.
Read, and passed the Couneil, this 18th day of November 1780.

Ei. Morre, Clerk of Council. ~.

 

SAINT CHRISTOPHER’:

Published inthe town of Basseterre, on Monday the twenty-first, and in-the towns
ofOldRoadand Sandy Point, on Tuesday the twenty-second days of December, in
theyearofour Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine,

eee George Berkeley, Deputy P. Marshal.

 

Aw ACT to restrain Thefts committedby Negro and other Slaves; and
. to prevent the.dishonest Traffick earried on by such as deal with them.— .(4th May 1790.] »

mitted by negro and other slaves, and to prevent the dishonest traffick carried onbysneh as deal with ‘them, that the present laws should be put in force, and furtherregulations added to them; We, Your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, thegevernor in chief of all Your Majesty's Leeward Charribbee Islands in America, andcouncil and assembly of the said Island of Saint Christopher, pray Your most excellentMajesty, That it may be enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid,‘That if any negro or otherslave shall ‘have in his possession in any of the towns in.this Island, or in any of the roads leading to the same, any sugar, syrup, cotton,molasses, rum, canes, sprouts,”pewter, brass, copper, iron, oats, lumber of all kinds,plantation articles or utensils, or any kind of merchandize, except such provisions asmay, have been given them for allowance, without a ticket or paper from his masteror mistress containing an account of the same, in his possession,or without hismaster or mistress being present, every such negro or other slave shall be appre-hended and carried before some justice of the peace of the said Island, who shall byhis warrant commit such negro or other slave to the public gaol or cages of the saidIsland, there to remain until the said Justicé or some other shall try the said negro orother slave ; provided that such trial shall be had within the spaceof forty-eight hoursafter commi ment, otherwise the negro, or other slave shall be convicted by, suchjustice of sych possessionas,aforesaid then such negro or other slave shalk bepubliclywhipt at such time or times ag the said Justice shall think proper; and every. person,. apprehending and carrying before such justice any negro or other slave who shall beconvictedas“aforesaid, shall receive the sum of eight shillings and three-pence: forhis reward in so doing, as a charge incident to the said conviction, and to be paidby the owner or possessor of such slave so convieted; and that such, sugar, syrup,
. S \ cotton,
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cotton, molasses, rum. canes, sprouts, magoss and oats, which such negro or other

slave shall have in his possession, shall be forfeited to such informer, and all su

their property in such articles.

‘And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any white or free person

or persons shall treat for, cheapen or bargain or purchase, or cause to be treated for,

cheapened or bargained for, or purchased from any negro or other slave, any sugar,

syrup, cotton, molasses, rum, canes, sprouts, magoss, pewter, brass, copper, iron,

lead, oats, lumber of all kinds, plantation articles or utensils, or any kind of mer-

chandize, except such provisions as may liave been givento them for allowance

whatsoever, without. such ticket as aforesaid, such person or persons shall upon con-

viction for the first offence against this Act be subject to. the penalty of ten pounds

current money, or if the goods shall exceed ten pounds in value, then to pay double

the value of such goods, and suffer one month’s imprisonment. And in case of —

neglect or refusal to pay the penalty, be subject to.a further imprisonment of two
months. And:for the second and every other succeeding offence be subject to the
penalty of twenty pounds, and three months imprisonment, or double the value of
the goods, should the same exceed the sum of twenty pounds, and suffer the like
imprisonment. And in case of refusal or neglect to pay the said penalty, be subject
to a further imprisonment of three months; the one-fourth part of such penalty |
to be paid to the person or persons who shall discover such offence, and the other
three-fourths to be paid into the treasury of the said Island, for the use of the —
public of the said Island. . And if any negro or other slave shall be convicted before
one or more justices of the peace of having purchased from any other slave any of
the articles before mentioned, such negro or other slave so.convicted, shall be pub-
licly whipped, at the discretion of such justice or justices, not exceeding fifty
lashes. mo a

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That in case any white or
free person shall upon oath declare that he'has cause to suspect and verily believes
that any sugar, syrup, cotton, molasses, rum, canes, sprouts, magoss, pewter, brass,
copper, iron, lead, oats, lumber of all kinds, plantation articles or utensils, or any |
kind of merchandise, except such provisions as may have been given to slaves for
allowance, has been purchased. from any negro or other slave, and is concealed in
any place or places whatsoever, it shall and may be lawful for any justice, on such
oath as aforesaid, to issue his warrant or warrants to search such place or places.
And if any sugar, syrup, cotton, molasses, rum, canes, sprouts, magoss, pewter,
brass, copper, iron, lead, oats, lumber of all kinds, plantation articles or utensils, as |
may have been: given, or any kind of merchandise, except such provisions as may
have been given to - for allowance, shall be found in such place or
places, and. the person or persons inhabiting therein, or having the command of the
same, shall not be able to give a satisfactory account of the manner in which the
said sugar, syrup, cotton, molasses, rum, canes, sprouts, magoss, pewter, brass,
copper, iron, lead, oats; lumber of all kinds, plantation articles or utensils, or other
merchandise, except such provisions as may have been given to slaves for allowance, .
came into such place or places, that then the person or persons inhabiting or having
such command as. aforesaid, shall be considered as having purchased such sugar,
syrup, cotton, molasses, rum, canes, sprouts, magoss, pewter, brass, copper, iron,

_ lead, oats, lumber of all kinds, plantation articles or utensils, or other merchandise,
except such provisions as may have been given to them for allowance from some
Degro or other slave, and be subject to the penalties imposed by this Act for
s0 doing, ~ , - :

_ And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That for the better execution of
this Act, and all other Acts of a similar nature, there shall’ be appointed by the.
governor or commander in chief for the time being, at the ‘recommendation of the
council and assembly, two, persons as supervisors of the town of Basseterre, one
person for the town of Old Road, one person for the town of Sandy Point, and one
person for the town of Deep Bay; each of which superviscrs shall receive from the |
public treasury of the said Island the annual sum of fifty pounds, by evensquarterly
payments, as long as they shall continue in the said And such supervisors _
‘Shall from time totime be rémovable, and others be appointed in their stead, by
the governor or commander in chief aforesaid,on the recommendation aforesaid, and
not oporise. And the said supervisors and every of them are hereby required
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and commanded to be watehful and diligent in endeavouring to detect, and appre-
hend and bring to justice, all offenders against this Act, and ail other Acts of a
similar nature, and they are required and commanded, at any meeting of the council
and assembly, when summoned or required by any member of the council and
assembly, to appear and answer all such questions upon oath as shall be put to
them, or any of them, either in the council or assembly, respecting their conduct in

’ their said offices ; and such of the said supervisors as shall neglect to appear as afore-
said, or shall be declared by any resolution of the council and assembly not to have .
been watchful and diligent in the execution of their offices, shall forfeit for every
such offence the sum.of fifty pounds, to be paid into the treasury of the said Island
for the use of the public of the same; and in case of refusal or neglect to pay the
same, such supervisor so neglecting or refusing shall suffer three months imprisonment;
and such supervisor offending as aforesaid shall forfeit his office, and be rendered
incapable of holding the same at any. time thereafter, and the said supervisor shalt
also forfeit all such sum or sums of money as shall be due to him forsuch. salary
at the time of being convicted, in manner as hereinbefore directed, for having offended
contrary to the directions of this Act; and from. and immediately after such for-

feiture of office aforesaid, the governor or commander in chief for the time being,
at the recommendation of the council and assembly of this Island, shall appoint
some person to act ag supervisor in the stead of such person so removed as
aforesaid.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That na negro or other
_ slave belonging to this Island shall be permitted to be in any of the streets, or

Ang the apprehending, commitment and conviction of such slave or slaves.

alleys of the towns thereof, between the hours of ten o'clock and five in the morn-
ing, without a ticket or note, or a lighted candle in a lantern, from his or her
master or mistress. Andthe supervisors herein before appointed are directed to
use due diligence in apprehending such negro or other slaves offending as aforesaid,
and committing him her or them to any cage that shall be erected for the purpose—
of confining negroes, for which the said supervisor shall have and receive nine pence -
per day for providing each negro with provisions; or to the common gaol of this
Island, ta be examined and punished in such manner as any two justices of the peace
shall direct for that purpose, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes. .And the owner or
owners of such negro or other slave are hereby directed to pay the expenses attend- |

'

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any white or
free person: shall beat or ill treat, or take away from any negro or other slave, by
foree, or without his orher consent, any article ur articles for which such negro or
other slave shall produce a ticket, or shall beat or ill treat, or take away from such
negro or other slave, by force, without his or her consent, any articles, whatsoever,
which the said negro or other slave is authorized to sell and dispose of, that then
and in such case, upon complaint made to any justice of the peace in this Island of
the same, by the master or mistressof such negro or other slave, such justice fhall
and is hereby directed to order such person. or persons before him, and any other
justice of the peace, in order to examine into such complaint; and in case such
justices shall think it necessary, they shall examine such person or persons upon oath
with respect to the said complaint, who shall then be compelled to answer upon cath
such questions as the justices may put; and if he or she do not make 1 appear to
the satisfaction of such justices that'he or she did not beat or ill treat, or take away
byforce, or without the consent of such negro or other slave, any of the. articles. for
which he orshe arecharged in such complaint, he or she refusing shall be fined at
the discretion of thesaid justices any sum not exceeding ten pounds, current money, _
for éach offence, to be recovered by warrant under. the hands and seals of the said
justices of the peace, directed to any constable of this Island, commanding him to
levy on the goods and chattels of such offender or offenders sufficientto pay such
fine, with all costs and charges attending the same; and for want of such goods and
chattels to commit such offender or offenders to the common gaol of this Island for
any time not exceeding thirty days. And in case any person shall refuse to attend
such justice or justices of the peace when thereunto required, to answer any com- _
plaint made against, him or her in manner as above- directed, such person sball
forfeit the sum of fifty pounds current money, to be levied and recovered in like

"mnanner ag is directed in the case of beating, ill-treating, or taking away any of the
articles from, any negro or other slave, in manner as herein before is directed; and for
wantef Sufficient goods and chattels to pay such fine, the person so offending as

_ 220, , aforesaid  
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aforesaid shall be committed to the common gaol of this Island for the space of
three months.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every white or free
person who shall be found selling by retail sugar, syrup, rum or molasses, shall be.obliged, as often as required by any two justices of the peace, to produce a certificate
under the hand-writing and with the signature of the person or persons from whom
they purchased the same, and upon refusal thereof. they shall be considered as hav-
ing purchased the same of negroes without license or ticket, against the regulations
of this Act, and suffer the fines and penalties as is hereby. directed, 4

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all fines and penalties_ laid and imposed by this Act, and not hereinbefore particularly applied, shall be
paid into the hands of the public treasurer of this Island, to be applied in sueh.
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manner as the first person in command in this Island, by and with the advice and -
consent of the council and assembly, shall direct and appoint.-

And it is hereby further enacted. by the authority aforesaid, That in case any
action, suit or prosecution shall be commenced or carried on against any justice or

, justices, supervisor or supervisors, or other person or persons, for any matter or thing
done under or by virtue of this Act, it shall and may be lawful for every such justice
or justices, supervisor or supervisors, or other person or persons, defendant or defen-
dants in such action, suit or prosecution, to plead the general issue, and give the
special matter in evidence; and in case any plaintiff or plaintiffs, prosecutor or
prosecutors in such action, suit or prosecution, against any such justice or justices, -
supervisor or supervisors, or other person or persons as aforesaid, be nonsuited, Or
that judgment shall go against such plaintiff or plaintiffs, prosecutor or prosecutors,
by default, discontinuance upon verdict or demurrer, that then such plaintiff or —

- plaintiffs, prosecutor or prosecutors, shall pay to such defendant or defendants treble .
costs and damages sustained by such action, suitor prosecution as aforesaid.
Dated in Antigua the fourth day of May, in the thirtieth year of the reign. of our

Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God, of Great Britain,
France and Ireland, King, Defender of. the Faith, and in the year of our Lord
oné thousand seven hundred and ninety.

" Read, and passed the assembly, the 15th day of April 1790.: .
: OS / John Garnett, Speaker. — ‘

James Ward, Clerk of the Assembly.
Read, and passedthe council, this 27th day of April 1790.

: oe  E. Moore, Clerk of Council,
Passed by thegovernor in chief the 4th day of May 1790, and in the thirtieth

year of His Majesty's reign, - .

Thomas Shirley. ~

 

SAINT CHRISTOPHER.
Published in the town of Basseterre on Thursday the 6th, and in the towns of:Old Road and SandyPoint, on Friday the 7th day of May, in the year of ourLord one thousand seven hundred andninety. oe .- Geo. Berkeley, Deputy P. Marshal.
 

An ACT more effectually to provide for theSupport, and to extend certainRegulations for the Protection of Slaves, to promote and encourage their”Increase, and generally to meliorate their Condition. [April 21, 1798.|. -
“YOUR Majesty's loyal and: obedient subjects the commander in chief of yourMajesty’3 Leeward Charribbee Islands in America, and the general council andgeneralassembly: of the said Islands, duly convened and assembled at the town of Basseterre~ 4h the Island of Saint Christopher, having taken into their most serious considerationthe resolution of the Honourable the House of Commons of Great Britain, of the

oo sixth
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sixth day of April in the thirty-seventh year of your Majesty’s reign, recommended. —
to their attention by your Majesty’s said commander in chief of your Leeward Char-
ribbee. Islands; in obedience to your Majesty’s order, communicated by his grace the
duke of Portland, one of your Majesty’s principal secretaries of state, and having
maturely deliberated upon the measures. which appear to them best calculated to
obviate the causes which hitherto may have impeded the natural increase of negroes
already in these Islands, gradually, as they hope, to diminish the necessity of the slave
trade, and ultimately to lead to its final termination, and desiring to grant unto the
slaves in these your Majesty's Leeward Charribbee Islands every indulgence and
‘encouragement which may tend to their moral and religious improvement, and to
secure to them the certain, immediate and active protection of the law, as far as the
same. can possibly be extended to them consistently with that good order, dis-
cipline and obedience, which is absolutely necessary to preserve and maintain in all
places where, from inevitable local circumstances. slavery must, with some restrictions,
be tolerated, and desiring also to prevent as muchaspossible any instances of
cruelty or oppression, and to compel all persons to treat their. slaves with that
humanity which is generally prevalent in these Islands ; Do humbly pray your Most ,
Excellent Majesty that it may be enacted and ordained,

ist, And be it, and it is hereby, enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That every owner or director of any slave or slaves within the Leeward Islands
shall weekly and every week, under the penalty of ten shillings per head, for each
and every slave under his or her direction, for every omission, purchase cr provide, at
the rate of the following quantities ofprovision, that is to say, for every slave at the
rate of nine pints of corn or beans, or eight pints of pease, or wheat or rye flour, or
Indian corn meal, or nine pints of oatmeal, or seven pints of rice, .or eight pints of
Cassava flour or farine, or eight pounds of biscuit, or twenty pounds of yams or
potatoes, or sixteen pounds of eddoes, tanias or tyres, or thirty pounds of plantains
or bananas, and also one pound and one quarter of herrings, shads, mackarel, or other
salted provisions, or double the quantity of fresh fish, or other fresh provisions, all
which said provisions to be ofgood and wholesome quality; provided nevertheless,
that every such owner or director shall have the absolute and uncontrollable right
of distributing and dividing all and every such quantities of provision.so to be di-
vided as aforesaid, unto and among all and every his slave or slaves, in such

~ proportions, shares and allowancesas‘heshall think proper, according to the different
labour, size, age and strength, or otherwise, of all and every such slave and slaves, and
as the same shall appear to him in his discretion eligible or right; but notwithstand-
ing such discretionary power such owner or director shall actually distribute ,weekly
and every week, among all his slaves the whole quantity of provisions herein before
directed tobe purchased or provided, under the penalty aforesaid for every omission ;
provided also, that every aged, infirm or sickly slave, and every slave afflicted with
any loathsome or contagious disorder, or every slave being incapable of labour, shall
receive weekly and every week at least one full rate or rates of allowance aforesaid,
notwithstanding the general and discretionary power of dividing the same herein
before permitted to the owner, and notwithstanding any other power which he may
have: And if any owner or director ofany slave or slaves within the Leeward Islands
‘shall omit or neglect, under any pretext whatever, especially under pretext of absence
from the said plantation, or that the said slave is wandering about the towns, or other
parts of the Island, or that he cannot be found, to distribute and share weekly and
every week to any of his aged, infirm or sickly slaves, or to any of his slaves
afflicted with any loathsome or contagious disorder, or incapable of labour, such full
rate or rates of provisions as aforesaid, he shall forfeit for every such neglect or
omission the sum of twenty shillings, unless such slave shall be provided for in the
hospital or sick-house.

ad. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may
be lawful for every owner or director of any slaves employed on aay plantation
in the Leeward Islands, to reduce and diminish, when he shall be actually making—
sugar, or cutting canes on such plantation, for the whole week in which he. makes
such reduction, the quantity of provisions hereinbefore directed to. be distributed
among his slaves in the proportion which. one fifth part of the said: provisions
bears to the whole thereof, but on no account in a larger proportion; provided -
nevertheless, that inasmuch as it is necessary for ensuring the subsistence,which
is the principal object of this Act, that in some of the Leeward Charribbee Islands,
the provisions given to the slaves in crop-time should be increased, and may -

. , without  
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without derogating from such subsistence be out of crop, diminished, that no

owner or director of any slave within the Virgin Islands shall be permitted to make

the aforesaid reduction, in any week in which he shall be or have been actually,

employed in the manufacturing sugar, or grinding canes; but every owner ordi-

rector of every slave worked on any plantation within the said Virgin Islands, shall

be permitted out of crop to make a reduction of one fifth part of the dry provisions

hereinbefore directed to be given to his or her slaves, whenever he ‘or she shall

ive and allow to each and every of his or her slaves as much land and time as

shall, with his or their labour on such land, for such time, be likely to produce the

yalue of such dry provisions; and provided also, that if the value of such dry pro-

visions shall not be produced by such land, every such owner or director shall

make good to every slave whose land shall be less productive, the difference

between its produce and the value of the dry provisions to which such slave under

this act would otherwise be entitled.

gd. And be it further ‘enacted by the authority aforesaid, That money shall
on no account be given to slaves in lieu ef the provisions hereinbefore directed to
‘be purchased or distributed, unless in ease of absolute and unequivocal necessity;
andthat if any owner or director of any slave orslaves within the leeward islands
shall offend against this clause he shall forfeit the sum offifty pounds.

"ath. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That whenever, or as
often as any owner or director of any slave or slaves within the Leeward Islands shail
commute or exchange for money, the provisions hereinbefore directed to be pur--
chased or provided for such slaves, or any part of the same, he shall give and
pay to and among his slaves at the rate of four shillings per week for each and
every slave with whom he shall make such commutation, and also give and allow
two half days in each week to such slave, to resort to the best market for laying
out to the best ‘advantage such commutation-money; provided nevertlieless, that
it shall and may be lawful for every owner or director, to divide distribute and
share such commutation money among all and every ofhis slaves with whom he
makes such commutation, and exchange in the same manner, and with the same
discretionary power as-is hereinbefore vested in him with respect to the provisions
he is hereinbefore directed to purchase, procure and distribute.— ,

- 5th. And whereas from the situation and local circumstance of many estates
in the Leeward Islands, the owners or directors of such éstates are enabled to allot
portions of land to their slaves, more than sufficient for their support and mainte-
nance, and from which such slaves.grow rich, and it would therefore not only
be unnecessary, but éven unjust and ruinous to such planters, to compel them to give
the same allowance with others who have not the benefit of such provision-grounds}
be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That whenever the quantity

_ of provision-land under cultivation with the owners time upon any estate in’the
Leeward Islands, shall be in the proportion of one acre of land for every ten slaves
worked and employed upon such estate, and the produce of such land shall be in’
proportion to one half of the quantityof provisions, or in any larger proportion, by
this Act directed to be purchased or procured’for ,all the slaves so worked or
employed, that then it shall and may be lawfulfor the owner ordirector of such
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plantation to. diminish by one half, or in any other proportion, the quantity of dry —
provisions according to the quantity of provisions produced from suchland, directed
by this. Act to be purchased or procured for and distributed among such slaves;
provided the whole produce of the land so under cultivation, or the proportion,
hereby prescribed, is appropriated to the use ofthe slaves so employed; and pro-
vided also, that the owner or director distributes or causes to bedistributed among.
them their full allowance or rates of salt or fresh provisions aforesaid; and provided
further, that such owner or director shall attend the board ofcouncil in the Island, —
where such plantation shall be situate once in every twelve months, and. then and
there take the following oath, “videlicet.”

“ T do swear, that there are now | 7 slaves upon or
“ belonging to the plantation under my direction, in the parish ordivision

_* of a and that there is, under the cultivation of provisions

upon the said plantation, at least-in the proportion of one acre of Jand for" every ten slaves thereon; and that the produce of the said Jand has béen

- for twelve months last past, or for as much of the said twelvemontlis last

‘* past as I have been owner or director thereof, together with the quantity of
226. “ provisions
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SAINT “ provisions appropriated or distributed among the said slaves, fully ade.
| CHRISTOPHER. “ quate to the ratio ofprovisions directed by this Act to be purchased or

~~ “* procured, distributed and shared among them, and every other slave for
“ the time aforesaid; and that the said produce has been appropriated, and
“ the said provisions have been shared and distributed agreeable to the di-
“ rections of this Act, to the best of my knowledge and belief. So help -
“ me God.”  , ~ ;

6th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every owner or di-
rector of any plantation within the Leeward. Islands shall allot and give to every
‘slave of which he is owner or director, and who is capable of working the same, a
piece or spot of good well laying land of forty feet square at least, immediately round
or.close to his house, if, the same can be done without pulling down or injuring any
other negro house, and if it cannot be so done, then. every such owner or director
‘shall allot and give to each and every such slave, the same quantity of land in some
‘part of the said plantation on which such negro resides,: and commodious for his
working the same, under the penalty of five pounds for every offence against this
clause, provided there is so much land as is hereby required to be allotted as afore-
said, on the plantation of which he is such owner or director, not usually planted in
canes; and if there is not, he shall give and allow to every such slave as aforesaid,
in lieu of the same, an annual compensation which shall be equal to the annual ‘value
of the land usually allotted as aforesaid, under the like penalty of five pounds for
every instance in which he shall omit or neglect to make such compensation.

7th. And be it. further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every owner or
director of any slave within the Leeward Islands shall twice in every year, that is to:
say, on the first day of January and the first day of August, provide for and give to
each and every of his male slaves one jacket made of good sound woollen cloth, and
one pair of trowsers‘made of good sound Osnabrigs; and to each and every of his
female slaves one wrapper of ‘sich woollen cloth, and one petticoat of such Osna-
brigs: provided always, that in case any such owner or director shall think proper
to furnish such slave with a good and sufficient blanket, and a hat or cap, with the
consent of such slave, the same shall be in lieu of one suit of such clothes as
aforesaid. __ oe

8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That once in every
twelve monthseach and every owner or director of slaves shall, under the penaltyof one hundred pounds, appear before the court of King’s Bench, or Common Pleasofthe Island where such owner or director shall, reside, and shall then and there_ take the following oath, ¢iz.

“I, A. B. do swear upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God that I have© truly and fairly distributed, or caused to be distributed or appropriated, for’.“‘ the last twelve months past, [oz for so long ‘as the said owner or director“ has had the direction of such’slaves,] between and among the slaves under’“ my direction, the full ratio ofprovisions and clothingasdirected by an.“ Act, intituled, “ An Act more effectually to provide for the Support, and“to extend certain regulations for the protection of slaves, to promote and“* encouragetheir incréase, and generally to ameliorate their condition; to the“best of my knowledge, judginent, ‘dnd belief, and without any fraud or“ intent to evade the said ‘Act. So hélp me God.” co ,

Oth. And be it‘further énacted by the authority ‘aforesaid, That every owner ‘brdirectorofany slaveor‘staves ‘within the Leeward'Islands shall give and allow’ ‘toevery such slave who shall ‘be employéd in any fieldwork, ‘or any plantation, ‘or inthe carrying, digging, ‘removing, or makingupmanure, or inthe picking’ grass, or inany plantation labour, ‘in the perfornianceof which breakfast arid noon-timeis ‘iowusually allowed, at least one complete half hour ‘for évery such slave toeat his-‘break-fast, and at that time to rest and refresh himself;, but no slave shall at such time bepermitted to quit the field or placein which he is‘at workwithout:the particular leaveofsuch owneror director, or ofthe overseer, or driver acting under him ;' and everysuch owner or director’ shall also: give and allow'to every such slave two full and‘complete hours at noon or ‘ditiner-time,‘to rest ‘and ‘refresh himself, orto procure, -dress, and eat his dinner, during which two hotits tio such slave shall be employed inanywork, labour, business, ormanner whatever; andany personoffendingagaist
220. . : ,  
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this clause shall for every such offenceforfeit asum not less than twenty shillings, ©

nor more than five pounds.

ioth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no owner or

director of slaves belonging to any plantation within the Leeward Islands shall call
-pr turn out to his work any such slave before the hour of five in the morning, nor shall -

any such owner or director continue any such slave at work after the hour of seven °

o'clock in the evening, except in crop-time, or from some evident necessity, under

the penalty of five pounds. .

z1th. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That whereas many slaves who

_liave no owners or directors who can be discovered and compelled to provide for

‘them, become incapable, from contagious disorders, old age, sickness, or other infir-

- ities, of labouring to procure a subsistencefor themselves, that in all such cases it

shall and may be lawful for the vestry of any parish within the Leeward Islands, or
the president of the council, or speaker of the assembly, or any justice of the peace,

where there is no vestry, to provide, in a suitable manner, for the support and main- —

‘tenance of such slave or slaves, and to prefer the accounts for the same against the

public of the Island in which such slave shall be found or discovered; andthe said _

public is hereby charged with and made liable for the payment of such account out

of its treasury, or such other funds as it may choose to apply in payment of the

‘same. . 7

12th. Whereas to avoid the inconveniencies that do sometimes arise from persons

manumitting and setting free their slaves when they are rendered incapableof ser-

vice; by age, infirmity, accident, or calamity, to avoid the expense of providing @

proper subsisténce for such slave; be it and it is hereby further enacted, That if
any proprietor of a slave shall manumit or set free any slave in his or her possession,

who shall be rendered incapable ofservice from any of the causes aforesaid, that such

proprietor shall be obliged to pay into the hands of the treasurer of the Island where

such slave shall be so manumitted and set free, the sum of three hundred ‘pounds

currency, from which sum such slaveshallbe entitled to draw, half yearly, an interest

arising upon such sum, according to the rateof interest in each respective Island,

for his or her subsistence, during the life of such slave; and that uponthe death of

reacy shall be appropriated to theuse of the public. — moe,
such slave so manumitted and set free the said sum of three hundred poynds ‘cur-

13th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every owner or
director of any slave or slaves within the Leeward Islandsshall keep and produce,—
awhenever legally required, a full, true, plain, and weekly account of all the provisions -

purchased for or distributed or shared out'among all or any of his slaves,andalso of

all commutation-money paid in lieu ofthe same;.and also a full, true, and weekly

.account-of the number of his slaves, under the penalty of five poundsfor each and

every week in which.he shall neglect or omit to keep such account; and also an

account of all clothing given to his slaves, with the times of his giving thesame, and.

‘the-number ofslaves of which he is the owner or director at such times, under the

penalty of twenty-five pounds; and if he shall refuse to produce such account ar
accounts whenever he shall be thereunto legally required, he shall forfeit the sum of

‘twenty-five pounds. . .

14th. And-be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Thatif any. white or -
free colouredperson,’ who is not the owner or director of any.slave.ill treated as

- hereinafter mentioned, ‘shall beat or ill treat any slave, or shall.take away, or cause
to be taken away from any slave, any article or thing whatsoever,. for .which.such

SAINT.
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slave shall produce a-ticket ornote from his orher owner or director,.authorizing him - :
or herto sell.or-possess such.article or thing, or shall take away or.cause.to,be.taken

_ away from any slave any stock, vegetables, provisions, grass,.tops,..voura, or any

article.or thing -which such slave shall be authorized by any present or future
existinglaws, usages.or customs of the Island:wherein he resides, to. sell or. possess,

or shall, : after purchasing from any such slave any of the. arti¢les or things aforesaid,
refuse or omit to -pay:him or-her the price agreed upon for the same,.or shall knock

__ offfromtheshead of,.or;pull away from, any slave, into:the-dirt.or street, .or trample—
on the ground, or scatter about on it, any. such article or thing whatever aforesaid, or
cause the same to be done, in any of such cases, on complaint.made by,the owner
‘or director of the said‘slave, though it may be without oath, to any justice of the
peace in or near the,parish where the offence is committed, such justice shallAndis

- hereby
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hereby authorized and directed, by an order in writing under his hand, stating the
complaint made by such owner or director, to command such person or persons
against whom such complaint was made to appear at a time and place to be speci-
fied in such order before him, and any other justice who may be then and there
present, that suci complaint may be examined into; and such Justices are hereby
authorized to take the examination of such person complained of upon his or her own
oath, with respect to the said complaint, who shall be compelled to answer on oath
such questions as the said justices may put to him or her; and if such person shall
not fully answer such questions, or having been duly summoned shall refuse to appear
as aforesaid, he or she shall be considered as convicted of the said complaint; or if
such person, having fully answered such questions, shall not fully exculpate him or
herself, or shall be otherwise convicted before the said justices, he or she shall be
fined by the said justices, in any. sum not exceeding ten pounds currentmoney, to be
recovered by warrant under the hands anid seals of the said Justices, directed to any
constable, commanding him forthwith to levy on the goods and chattels of such
offender, sufficient to pay such fine, with all costs and charges attending all the pro-
ceedings aforesaid; and for want of such goods and chattels to commit such offender
to the common jail, for any time not exceeding one month; and such constable shall
execute such warrant under the penalty of twenty pounds current money aforesaid;
and the said justices shall and may, if they think proper, dispose of the fine to the
slave so ill treated, as a compensation for the injuries he or she may have sustained.

15th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in order to re:
move any doubt which may arise as to the legality or propriety of punishing the
owners or directors of any slave for any cruel conduct towards ‘such slave, it is
hereby expressly declared and enacted, that if any person shall cruelly whip, mal-
treat, beat, or imprison, or keep in confinement, without sufficient support, any slave
under his or her direction or. care, such person shall be indicted for the same in the
superior court of criminal jurisdiction for the Island wherein such offence shall be
committed; and upon being legally convicted thereof shall suffer such punishment,
by fine or imprisonment, or both, as the judges or justices of said court shall think
proper to inflict, and the said judges or justices are hereby authorized, if they shall
deem it necessary for the further protection of the said slave, io order themarshal,
or his deputy to sell and dispose of such slave to any person (except the owner) at ©
public outcry, and at the best price that can be procured for such slave; and themonies arising from such sale, after payment of the fees, shall be paid to the person
having the first lien thereon, and in case of no such prior lien, then.to the owner ofthe.said slave.

16th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any personshall beat or maltreat any slave not belonging to himself or herself, such ‘offendershall not only be indicted and punished for the same in like manner, but any punish- |ment inflicted by the court of criminal jurisdiction for such offence shall not be con-sidered as a bar to any action or suit at law which may be commenced by the ownersof such slave, or be considered in mitigation: of any damages which may otherwisebe given or recovered for such trespass or injury.
17th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That in case anyJustice of the peace shall receive any complaint or intelligence, which he in his owndiscretion shall think probable, that any slave hath been mutilated, cruelly punished,or otherwise maltreated, or confined without sufficient support,it shall be lawful forsuch justice of the peace to call to his assistance some other justice, and then suchtwo justices shall-be and are hereby authorized to order any constable to bring suchslave before them,. or, if the. case shall require.it, they are hereby authorized to goto such place where such slave shail be and direct such slave to be produced andshown to them, that such inquiry and other proceedings may be made and had asshall be necessary for the further prosecution of the offence; and that if such justice .shall think it proper or necessary, they shall be and they are hereby authorized tosend such slave to some public place of security, or to the workhouse, if any isprovided in the Island where suchslave shall live, to be there kept. and detained,and supported at the expense of the owner or director of such slave until furtherinquiry shall be made intothe.fact according to law. ,

_18th. And be it further enactedby the authority aforesaid, That if any owner ordirector ofany slave within the Leeward Islands shall fix round the neck of any slaveany Iron collar, with projecting bars, hooks, or any collar with a chain or weightoe thereto,  
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thereto, or shall put or fix upon any slave any chain, or any piece .or ring of iron,
‘either round the leg or any other part of the body of such slave, other than such
as are absolutely necessary for securing the person of such slave, it shall and may
be lawful for any justice of the peace, oninformation or viewof the same, to order
such collar, chain, weight, hooks, bars and rings, ether than such as are necessary
as aforesaid, to be taken off such slave, at the expense of such owner; and it shall
also be lawful for such justice to issue his warrant to bring such owner before him;
and if he is of opinion that such owner or director has acted wantonly and cruelly
in the putting on or fixing as aforesaid any such collar, chain, weight, hooks, bars
or rings, or that he was not influenced solely by the.motive of preventing the future
desertion of such slave, such justice shall and may bind over every such owner or
director to appear at the next court of King’s Bench to be held for the Island
where such offence shall be committed, then and there to answer for the same;
and, upon conviction thereof, to be fined at the discretion of suchcourt, in any sum
not.exceeding one hundred pounds current money. ,

igth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any owner or
director of anyslavewithin the Leeward Islands, who may from sickness or any
other cause stand in need ofmedical assistance, shall without loss of time procure
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such assistance for such slave; and also shall provide for and furnish such slave. .
with all such. food, wine, nourishment, and with all and every such other necessary
and necessaries of every kind as the medical person, whose assistance he may call
in, shall order or direct, under the penalty of fifty pounds for every omission. °

20th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That whenever any
slave notunder the age of six years, nor from natural decay, who shall die suddenly
without having been visited at least forty-eight hours before his or her decease by some
medical person duly qualified to practise physic, it shall and may be lawful for the
coroner, or where there is no'coroner, for somejustice of the peace, and he is hereby
authorized and commanded to hold an inquest, not consisting of less than threeper-
sons, on the body of such slave, to enquire into and return the cause of his or her
death; and if any owner or director of any slave within the Leeward Islands, shall.
omit to give notice to the coroner or justice aforesaid, of the decease of any such
slave under the circumstances aforesaid, within six hours after such decease, or shall -
bury any slave so dying, before he shall have given such notice, or within eighteen —
hours after the same, he shall forfeit for every such offence the sum of one hundred
pounds; provided that the person taking such inquest shall in no case receive more
than the sum of three pounds six shillings,to be paid by the publicof said Island...

2ist. And be it further enacted: by the authority aforesaid, That every white or
freeperson charged with the murder or maiming of any slave, whether such slave
belong to such person or not, shall be tried and punished for such murder or maim-
ing, in the same manner, without any sort of distinction or privilege, as if he or she
were charged with the murder or maiming of any white or free person whatever ;
provided nevertheless, that if he or she shall be convicted, such conviction shall not‘
extend to or occasion any corruption of blood or forfeiture of lands or tenements, goods
or chattels. a -

20d. And'whereas the marriage of slaves cannot give any particular right either
to the contracting parties or totheir children, and it being unnecessary and even im-
proper to enforce the celebration of any religious rites among the slaves in order to
sanctity contracts, the faithful performance of which can be-looked for only by a
regular improvement in religion, morality, and civilization, and should not be imme-_
diately enforcéd byany compulsory methods, lest the violation of sacred vows betoo
often added to the crime of infidelity: And whereas it seems more eligible to encourage
than compel such improvement in religion, morality, and.civilization among such ~
slaves,for the purposes aforesaid, and for other good purposes; BE it therefore
further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every owner and director of any slave _
On any estate within the Leeward Islands, shall within two monthsafter the publication
of this Act, and also on the first day ofJanuary every year, convene and assemble
together the slaves under his direction, and enquire which of them have ahusband or, .
wife, or more than one, andif an acknowledgment be made, in consequence of such
‘enquiry, of more than one husband or wife, then such owner or director shall compel
such. slave making such acknowledgment,..to-elect some one slave only as his or her
husband or wife; and when such election is made, such owner or director shall enter
the same.:in a book to be kept for that purpose, and make the same as public as

220 DS possible,
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possible, by convening once in every twelve months all the slaves upon such plantation,
CHRISTOPHER. and reading to them the same in adistinct and audible voice, at the same time extol.
“~~ ling the good behaviour of those who have beenfaithful to. their engagements, and

reprobating the misconduct of those who have acted to the contrary, doing his utmost
to keep together in harmony the parties who have made such election, and to
encourage all the other slaves of which he is manager, master, or director, as they
shall arrive at the age of maturity, to make such election as aforesaid, and adhere-as

| strictly as possible to the same; and every owner or director of any female slave
who shall have a child while she preserves her fidelity to such engagement as afore.
said, or is reputed so to do, shall in six weeks after.the birth of such child, if the same
be then living, pay and give to the mother of such child four dollars, and the same

. sum, with one dollar more, for every other child she shall bear and have under the same

*

circumstances ; and if any owner or director shall omit in any respect to comply with
and fulfil the directions of this clause, he-shall forfeit the sum of fifty pounds for
every such omission. oo

23d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every owner or
director shall give to every male and female slave who shall live together faithfully
and peaceably as aforesaid as man and wife, one dollar each for every year that they.
shall so live together.

24th, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That as soon as any
female slave shall have six children’ living, and. who have been born during* such.
cohabitation as aforesaid, the youngest of which shall be seven years of age, the
owner or director of such female slave shall not oblige such female slave to doany
other than light work, under the penalty of twenty pounds.

25th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no owner or
director of any slave, nor any overseer, nor. any other description of white men. on
any plantation, shall weaken the effect of the exhortations and enquiries enjoinedby
this law, byhis own irregular conduct in cohabiting or having criminal commercewith
any female slave who shall have elected her husband as aforesaid3 every such person,
for every such offence, being thereof convicted by legal testimony before any two or
morejusticesof the peace, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred pounds.

26th. And whereas it appears to be impracticable and ineffectual to endeavour
to compel any slaves to adopt and confurm themselves to any religious establish-
ment, although they may be brought graduailly to a considerable degiee ot religious
knowledge by attention on the part of their owners and directors and the clergy ;
BE it therefore further enacted by the authority atoresaid, That in case any owner
or director shall in any manner whatever restrain or prohibit, or causeto,be
restrained or prohibited any slave (excepting such whose services are necessary on a»
Sunday) under his or her direétion, from receiving religious instruction by attending
on Suuday atany church or chapel, or aby other place of worship beld by the.
regularly established clergy of any religious christian Sect tolerated in the Leeward
_Aslands,or by receiving baptism according to the rites of the regularly established
church or other tolerated cbristian church, such owner or director, for every such
offence, shall forfeit the sum offive pounds; and in case any regular clergyman who
has any living in any of the Leeward Islands shall refuse or neglect, when thereto
‘reasonably required, to baptize any slave without fee or reward, on any Sunday
immediately after divine service, such clergyman shall forfeit and pay for every such
refusal and neglect the sum of thirty shillings; provided that such clergyman shall

_ Not be compelled-so to do in case of the ignorance or ill character of such slave so
requiring to be:baptized, but that in all sach cases such clergyman shall endeavour,
by exhortation and instruction, to qualify such slave as he may80 reject, to be there-
after baptized and received into the faith of Christ’s church.

2"th, And be’ it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That when any slave
shall be sick, or unable from any accident or cause whatsoever to perform his usualduty or labour, his or her owner or director shall cause such slave to be visited by
some person duly qualified to practise physic and: surgery, according to the laws of :
the respective Islands where such slave shall live, and shall cause such medicines,
foodand other necessaries, as such qualified practitioner shall from time to timereasonably order or direct, to be duly administeredto such slave, under the penaltyof five pounds, . |226, - . Z . 28th, And  
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oth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every medical

man so qualified as aforesaid, or a proper white assistant, shall attend each estate, to

the care of which he shall be appointed, at least two days in every week, whether

thereto especially called or not, unless he has notice in writing from the proprietor or

director of such estate that his presence is not required; and such medical man

or white assistant as aforesaid shall further attend at all times when especially called

upon so to do by proprietor or director of the slaves respectively;and if any medical

man shall offend against this clause, he shall forfeit the sum of five pounds.

aoth. And be it further enacted’ by the authority aforesaid, That the said prac-

titioner, or bis assistant, shall attend within eight hours after the call has come to his

or their knowledge, under the penalty of ten pounds.

SAINT
CHRISTOPHER...

: goth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every owner or ,

director of slaves shall have, under the penalty of one hundred pounds, on the estate

or place where the slaves usually reside, a commodious hospital or sick-house, fur-
nished with proper conveniences for-the sick, and a sufficient numberof attendants 5

and shall, underthe penalty of twenty shillings, either in his own person or by some

white person under his direction, attend as often as may be requisite, at the hospital

or sick-house, to see that the sick are furnishedwith the medicines that may be
ordered for them by the said practitioner or his assistant in the manner so ordered,

and also with such diet as the said practitioner or his assistant shall reasonably —

direct to be given. nO, -

gist. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That a book or

register shall be provided and kept on every such estate by the owner or director,

under the penalty of forty shillings, in which the practitioner or assistant shall also,
under thé penalty of forty shillings, write in English language, opposite to the-name
of each slave so being sick,’ his directions as to the time or times of administering
the medicines he intends to prescribe, stating the form in which they are to be sent, »

whether in pills, powder or mixture, or in whatsoever other form, and also as to the.

diet to be provided for the slave; and at the end of the same directions he shall
write his prescriptions, in the form usually followed by medical practitioners.

gad..And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That whenever any
owner or director of any slaves shall have occasion to send a special call to the
practitioner who shall have the care of the slaves under his direction, he shall send
the same in writing in’the said book or register, stating the time of the dayor night.
when he sends for the same, to the best of ‘his knowledge, and the name, age, sex,
and bodily appearance of the slave or slaves on whose account such call is made,
together ‘with the most material or urgent-symptoms which such slave exhibits, and’
any other circumstances that he may think will assist-the said practitioner in forming
ajudgment of the case, and may enable him to carry with him such medicine as he
may from such statement judge to be proper, if he can go.immediately to visit the:
said slave, or to send such medicinesor directions as may be ofuse, until he can
visit hiny or her, or cause him or her to be visited by his assistant or some other
practitioner, if he has such other urgent medical business to attend as to prevent his:
visiting the said slave immediately; and that the said practitioner, his assistant, or
some other free person who may be kept to make up.and dispense medicines for
him, shall insert in the same book or register, immediately after the statement.
hereinbefore directed to be made by the owner or director of the slave, the time as
nearly as he can when the said call shall arrive at the dwelling or other house of the
said practitioner as aforesaid, under the penalty offorty shillings. oo

_ 33d. And be it further enacted be the authority aforesaid, That every practitioner
shall keep, under the penalty of five pounds, on every estate under his respective care,.
asmall quantity of such medicines as may’with safety be left in the hands of a person.
unskilled in the science ofmedicine, to be at -hand in case of sudden emergency, with. .
such directions as to their use as he may judge sufficient for the information ofthe
owner or director of the slaves, which directions ought tobe insertedin the\first page
of every new book orregisterso to be provided and kept as aforesaid, under the penalty
of forty shillings, | : | Ss

34th, And be it furtherenacted ‘by the authority aforesaid, That every proprietor
. Ofan estate shall employ’ some medical gentleman properly qualified, by the year,
provided the proprietor ‘of the said estate is not.a medical man himself, and

a “ . provided

183



184

SAINT
CHRISTOPHER.,

164 COLONIAL LAWS RELATING TO

provided such medical assistance can be procured upon reasonable terms, under
the penalty of ten shillings for every slave upon such estate.

_ 35th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That upon the first day
of January in every year, or at the first meeting of the council and assembly of the
Island wherein the estate hereafter mentioned may be situated, the owner or director
of every plantation within the Leeward Islands shall, under the penalty of one
hundred pounds, return upon oath before the council and assembly of the said Island
a just and true account of all the births and deaths of the slaves on such plantation,
and also of the manner in which, to the best of his opinion and judgment, the said

‘slaves have been attended and provided for when sick for the preceding year, or
during such time as he hath had the possession or management of such plantation; |
and if any proprietor, manager, or directer shall quit a plantation where he has resided
at any time between the first of January in one year and the first of January in the
ensuing year, such proprietor, manager, or director, shall within ten days after he
has so quitted such plantation, make out such return as before directed, up to the
time when he does so remove, under the penalty last aforesaid.

36th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the doctor or
surgeon of every plantation, shall on the first day of January in every year, or at
the first meeting of the council and assembly of the Island wherein such estates shall
be situated, return as aforesaid upon oath an account of the slaves who have died
-upon such plantation in the preceding year, or during such time as he hath had the
care of such slaves, with the real causes of such deaths, to the best of his knowledge,
judgment and belief, and also of the manner in which, to the best of his knowledge

. and belief, the invalid and sick slaves have been treated and attended to, under —
the penalty ofonehundred pounds for every such offence against this clause.

37th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every owner or
director of any female slave within the Leeward Islands, who shall be five months
gone with child, shall keep and detain such female slave upon the estate to which she
belongs, at all times when the other slaves are at work, but not employ her otherwise
than in taking care of the children on the estate or other light work, and such owner
or director shall upon no accourit suffer such female slave to quit the said estate at
the times the other slaves are at work and employed thereon, nor shall any such
female slave be punished in any other manner than by confinement, and if any
owner or director as aforesaid shall offend against this clause in any respect, he
shail forfeit for the same the sum of five pounds.

 g8th. And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That whenever a
‘negco woman slaye shall be pregnant with her first child, every owner or director of
such negro woman slave shallerect and build for her a roomy and commodious negro
house of two rooms, provided she has no such house, and such proprietor shall not
chuse to compel her to lay-in in the ward or hospital for lying-in women hereafter
mentioned, under the penalty of twenty pounds. — SO,
. ggth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That where the number

_ of female slaves in any of the Leeward Islands in whicha cargo of slaves shall be
imported, shall not exceed the number of males, the sum of ten shillings shall be paid
for every male so imported, and also that the sum of fifty pounds shall be paid for
every aged and infirm negro slave imported intoany of the Leeward Islands in any
cargo, after the expiration of two years from the publication of this Act, ,

4oth. And it is hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That’ every
penalty and forfeiture imposed by this Act, not otherwise recoverable, shall. be
recovered by warrant under the hands and seals of any two or more justicesofthe
peace directed to the provost, marshal or his lawful deputy, who is hereby authorized
to levy the same on the goods and chattels of every person or persons offending
against this Act, and who shall be convicted thereof before suchjustices, andshall
bring the same to sale within ten ‘days after such levy, and for the want of such
goods and. chattels such offender shall be committed to thecommon gaol of the
Island where such offence shall be committed, for any time not exceeding six nionths
nor less than five days, at the discretion of such justices, and all such penalties and
forfeitures shall go and belong ta the persons informing against sueh offender : Pro-

_vided nevertheless, that every-person so convicted. may appeal to the next superior
_ Gourt of criminal jurisdiction, if he conceives himself aggrieved,

4ist. And  
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.., atst. And whereas many persons have often been prevented from supplying ‘their
slaves with sufficient food and clothing by the encuinbered state of their property,
their plantations and slaves being sometimes charged with mortgages or other en-
cumbrances to so great an amount, as upon a levy and sale thereof to leave no shr-

plus or fund for the satisfaction of debts due for provisions or clothing furnished for
the necessary subsistence of their slaves, and merchants have’ therefore been dis-
couraged from selling provisions or clothing to persons in doubtful or embarrassed,
.to the very great distress and danger of the slaves, and also to the manifest pre-
judice of mortgagees, or other creditors whose securities may either wholly or in avery

* great ineasure depend uponthe lives or good condition of such slaves; BE it there-
forealsoenacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That all debts which frona
and after the publication of this Act, shall be contracted by the proprietor or possese
sor-of any piece or parcel of land cultivated and carried on as a sugar, cotton or
coffee plantation, or. by any proprietor or possessor of slaves, not less than twenty in
number, generally émployed as a task-gang, or by the lawful attorneyor agent of
such proprietor or possessor, for any species of provisions or clothing hereinbefore
mentioned and directed to be provided for slaves, shall be deemed and considered
as specificor prior liens or incumbrances upon all and every slave and slaves be-
longing to such plantation or task-gang, as far as the estate or interest of the pro-
prietor or possessor of such slaves doth or can extend to pay and satisfy the same;
and that all and every such debt or debts shall be paid and satisfied in preference to
any other debt or incumbrance whatsoever, although existing before the passing this
Act, except debts now due or hereafter to become due to His Majesty, his heirs or’
successors; provided such provisions or clothing shall have been actually sold and
delivered within the space or term of twelve calendar months next before the com-
mencement of any action or suit for recovering or enforcing payment for the same,
and that such action or suit be commenced, proceeded upon, tried and determined
‘in the manner and form hereinafter mentioned. .

42d. And in order to prevent persons in distressed and embarrassed circum-
stances from fraudulently disposing of, or otherwise misapplying any negro provi-
sions or clothing which they have procured in consequence of this Act, to the pre-
judice of their former or other creditors; and that such frauds may the more easily
-be detected and punished; BE it also enacted and ordained by the authority. afore-
said, That whenever any negro provisions or clothing shall be sold, and the person
or persons selling the same is or are desirous that, the slaves of the person or per-
sons towhom or for whose use such provisions or clothing are sold and delivered,
Should be specifically bound for the payment of the monies due or owing for the
same, a memorandum in writing ofsuch sale and delivery, shall upon the same day
‘be made and entered ina book to be kept for that particular purpose, and such
memorandum or entry shall be signed by the person or persons to whom or for whose
use thesaid provisions or clothing were sold and delivered, or by his her or their
‘lawful attorney or attornies, or known agent or white-servant; and if the person or
persons to whom or for whose use such provisions or clothing have been so sold and
delivered, or his her or their attorney or known agent or servant shall sell, give away
‘or exchange the said provisions or clothing, or any part or parcel thereof, then and in
such case the person or persons so offending, shall for every such offence forfeit and

" pay the sumoffive hundred pounds; and if such fine shall not be paid. during the
sitting or session of the court before whom the said offence shall ‘be prosecuted, such
offender or offenders shall suffer one year's imprisonment without bail or mainprize,
in lieu of the said fine. ce, oe

43d. And be it also enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That when-
ever any complaint or information in writing of or concerning the selling, giving
“away or exchanging any negro provisions or clothing, contraryto the true intent and
“meaning of this Act, shall be made or exhibited to any justice of the peace, it shall

. SAINT

.CHRISTGPHER,

-and may be lawful to and for such jastice, and he is hereby required to order and
direct any person or persons, having in his her or their custody, possession ‘or power,
“any book or books wherein any memorandum or acknowledgment in writing, of the
sale and delivery of any negro provisionsor clothing, shall be madeor entered in
pursuance of this Act, to produce before him such book er books, and also to ex-
amine upon oath such person or persons, or any other person or persons whom he in
his discretion shall think proper touching the said book or books,’ or the entries made
or contained therein, so far as the same shall appear to be necessary or material for
the proof or support of the said complaint or information, and algo to require or

226, . oF take
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take from the person or persons having in his her or their custody, possession or

power, such book or books, a recognizance In and for the sum of frye hundred
pounds current gold or silver money, conditioned for the appearance of such person
or persons at the court wherein such complaint or information is intended to be
further prosecuted, and for his her or their producing before the grand jury and
petit jury of the said court, such book or books or writings’as in the said recogni-
zance shall be particularly mentioned and specified, and for his her ortheir duly
attending to give evidence or testimony at or upon the trial of any Indictment or

information, which shall be preferred or prosecuted for the selling, giving away or
exchanging any negro provisions or clothing contrary to the true mtent and -mean-
ing of this Act, or to the like purport or effect; and if such person or persons shall
refuse to produce such bookor books, or to be examined touching the same as
aforesaid, or to enter into a recognizance to the purport or effect aforesaid, he she |
or they shall, by warrant under the hand and seal of such justice,be committed to
the common gaol, there to remain without bail or mainprize, until he she or they
shall submit to produce such book or books, and be examined touching the same,
and to enter into such recognizance as aforesaid. — oe

44th. And be it further enacted and ordained by the authority aforsaid, That if
upon the trial of any indictment or information whicli may be prosecutedfor the said
offence, it shall appear to the court and jury before whom such indictment or in-
formation shall be tried, that within the space of three calendar months next before
the commission of the fact charged in such indictment or information, any negro-
provisions or clothing have been sold and delivered in pursuance of this Act, for the
use of the slaves belonging to the plantation or task-gang in the possession or under
the care or direction of the defendant or defendants to such indictment or infor-
mation, and that a memorandum or entry of such sale and delivery in manner and
form hereinbefore ‘mentioned hath been duly made, and the said defendant or de-
fendants shall not be able to prove that the negro provisions and clothing, for the
sale, gift or exchange whereof the said indictment or information is. prosecuted,
were not purchased and delivered in pursuance of this Act, but upon the credit of
the person or persons to whom and for whose use the same were sold and delivered,
such omission or want of proof by or on the part of such defendant or defendants, -
shall be deemed and taken as sufficient evidence or proof to the grand jury and petit
jury, that such negro provisions and clothing have been sold, given away or ex-
changed, contrary to the intention of this Act.

45th. And be it also enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That
when any action or suit shall be commenced and prosecuted for the payment or
recovery of any monies due or owing for negro provisions or clothing, and it is in-
tended that such action or suit shall operate or take effect as. prior charge or
lien upon the slaves of the defendant or defendants to such action or suit, or of his
her or their testator, testatrix or intestate, under or by virtue of this Act, the decla-
ration or counts in such action or suit shall not mention or contain any article, con-
‘sideration or cause of action whatsoever, other than the sale and delivery of such
provisions and clothing ; nor shall the jury upon the trial of such action or suit find
or assess any other or greater damages, by way of interest or otherwise, than the
amount or value of the provisions or’ clothing actually sold and delivered to such
defendant or defendants, or his her or their testator, testatrix, or.intestate within
the said term of twelve calendar, months next. before’the commencement of such
action or suit; nor shall any damages whatsoever be found or assessed in such
action or suit, unless a particular account of the several quantities of the said pio-
visions or clothing, and the price or prices at or-for which the same were actually

- sold and delivered, be produced and proved in open court, and it be also proved
that a memorandum or acknowledgment in writing of the sale and delivery of
such provisions or clothing was duly made and entered in the manner and form
hereinbefore mentioned and required; nor shall any other admission, acknowledge-
ment or confession ofthe defendants or defendant in such action or suit, or of any”
other person or persons onhisher or their part or ‘behalf, be receivd or admitted
as proof.of the sale or delivery of such provisions or clothing or any part thereof,
any law usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding, SO

46th. And be it also enacted and ordained by the authority ‘aforesaid, That imme-
diately after the verdictofthe jury shall be given in such action or suit, thesecretary or
clerk of the court shail add to the entry of such verdict the following words, viz.

226. . * according
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« according to the form and effect of the Act of the general council and general SAINT
assembiy ofthe Leeward Charribbee Islands,” and the same words shall also be men- CHRISTOPH “
tioned in the entry of any judgment which shall be obtained upon such verdict, “~~~
and in any writ of execution issued upon such judgment, and also in the entry or
notice of such execution in the books of the provost marshal, deputy provost mar-
shal or other person to whom the the said writ of execution shall be delivered.

47th. And be it also enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That all
slaves belonging to the person or persons to whom or for whose use such provisions

_ or clothing were sold and delivered shall be bound and be liable for the payment or
_ satisfaction of any writ of execution which shall be issued upon any judgment ob-
tained in such action or suit, in the manner and form hereinbefore mentioned ; _pro-
vided such judgment shall be obtained within the space or term. of nine calendar
months next after the commencement of such action or suit; and that when any ~

_ writ or writs of execution have been already issued against the defendant or defend-
ants in such action or suit, or his or their ancestor, testator or intestate, the plaintiff
or plaintiffs in such action or suit, or some other person or persons on his her or
their behalf, shall make oath’ before any judge or justice, of the writ wherem such.
action or suit shall be commenced of the monies which according to the best of his
her or their knowledge'and belief, are really and bona fide due or owing unto such
plaintiff or plaintiffs, and deliver a true copy ofsuch affidavit or deposition, after the
same hath been filed in the proper office, unto the provost marshal or other officer
whose duty it may be to levy the said writ or. writs of execution, together with a
notice in writing signed by such plaintiff or plaintiffs or his her or their counsel or
‘attorney, requiring the said provost marshal, deputy provostmarshal or other officer, _
if any money should be received by him under orby virtue of the’said writ or “ co
writs of execution, to ‘keep and retain so much of the said monies as will be
sufficientto satisfy any judgment which may thereafter be obtained in such action
or suit.

, 48th. And be it also enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That all’
judgments recovered against any executors or administrators for monies due or owing
for negro provisions and clothing sold and delivered to their testator or intestate. in
pursuance of this Act, shall be paid and satisfied in preference to any other judg-

“ment, incumbrance or debt whatsoever, other than debts due to His Majesty, his
heirs or successors; - provided that an action’ or suit for the recoveryof the said’
monies so due and owing for negro provisions and clothing be commenced within one
‘calendar month next after the will of the person to whom or for whose use the said
provisions or clothing were sold and delivered hath been proved and: recorded, or
letters of administrationof the goods and chattels, rights and credit of the person

. to whom or for whose use such provisions or clothing were sold and delivered hath
been obtained, and that such suit-be prosecuted to judgment with effect, and without
‘any improper or unnecessary delay whatsoever.

4gth. And be it also enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That if any
doubtor difficulty shall arise upon the constructionof any section, clause or sentence ae

‘ contained in this Act, such section, clause or sentence shall always be favourably
_ construed in such manner and form as will best tend to promote and secure the pro-
tection and comfort of slaves, according to the true intent and meaning of this’ Act.

' 50th. And be’ it also enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, Thatif  ~
_any action,’ suit, or: prosecution shall be commenced or prosecuted against any
justice or justices, or any ‘other person or persons, for any matter or thing done or
performed under or by virtue of this Act, it shall and may be lawful to and for
the defendant or defendants in such action, suit, or prosecution, to plead the
general issue, and to give the Act and the special matter in evidence; andiif the
plaintiff or plaintiffs, prosecutor or prosecutors in such action, suit’ or prosecution,
shall be nonsuited, or discontinue such action, suit or prosecution, or judgment shall
be given against such plaintiff or plaintiffs, or prosecutor or prosecutors, upon verdict,
demurrer or otherwise, such, plaintiff or plaintiffs, or prosecutor or prosecutors, shall
pay to such defendant or defendants treble costs of suit, for which such defendant —

"or defendants shall have the like remedy as any other defendant or defendants have
or may have in any other actions.or suits.

5tst. And be it also enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That no- ‘
thing hereinbefore contained shall: extend or be construedto exterid to prevent or .

oe hinder
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hinder the Legislature of any Island or Islands within the government of the Lee- |
ward Charribbee Islands from making and passing any law or laws which maybe
thought necessary or proper for the better subsistence or protection of the slaves in
such Islands, or for explaining or amending any of the clauses or sentences in this
Act hereinbefore mentioned and contained; so as such law or Jaws do not contain
any clause, matter or thing which shall. in any degree lessen or restrain any pro-
tection, privilege, or indulgence provided or granted to slaves by this Act according
to the true intent and meaning thereof.

' 52nd. And be it further enacted by thé authority aforesaid, That all penalties
_ hereby imposed and not hereinbefore provided for, shall be recoverable by indictment
or information, in any of His Majesty's courts of record, within any of the said
Islands where such penalties may be incurred; and that such penalties, when so.re-:
covered, shall be paid into the public treasury of the said Island, to be appropriated
for the public uses thereof. -

Provided always, and it is hereby expressly declared, That this Act shall not be in
force or have any effect or operation whatsoever, until approved and confirmed by
His Majesty, and such approbation and confirmation shall have been duly signified
_and published.

Dated in Saint Christopher, this twenty-first day of April, in the thirty-eighth
year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord, George the Third, by the grace of

« God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and
so forth; and in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-
eight.

Read and passed the General Assembly, this sixteenth day of April one thousand’
seven hundred-and ninety-eight.

O. Y. Ash, Speaker.
Jas. Ward, Clerk of GeneralAssembly.

Read and passed the General Council, this twentieth day of April one thousand
Seven hundred and ninety-eight.

oo.
E. Moore, Clerk of General Council.

 

An ACT for Regulating the Manumission of Slaves. [19 July 1802.)

‘WHEREAS serious inconvenience arises from a custom (which of late yearshas been very prevalent,) of bringing slaves from other culonies, and manumitting‘them in Saint Christopher, auginenting thereby most ‘considerably the number of .free negroes and of free persons of colour, and ‘often turning loose upon the public.very suspicious and improper characters; And whereas many frauds and abuses are °daily practised by the production of false and forged instruments of manumission;We, therefore, Your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the chief governor ofall Your Majesty’s Leeward Charribbee Istands in America, and the council and as-sembly of the'Island of Saint Christopher, do most humbly pray Your Majesty, Thatit may be enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty,by and’ with the advice of the chief governor, council and assembly aforesaid, and bytne authority of the same, That from and after the first day.of September, in the_ year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and two, every proprietor of any negro

‘hereinafter is directed by this Act.

or other slave, or the attorney for such proprietor, as may be disposed to manumit‘any negro or other slave, must apply for permission so to do by petition addressed tothe president of the council and the speaker of the assembly, to.be laid before the le-gislature for approbation and consent, on the next ensuing meeting-after the receiptthereof, unless such proprietor or attorney for such proprietor, shall lodge in thepublic treasury of this Island the sum of five hundred pounds current money, as

_ and. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That unless the pro-prietor of any negro or other slave, or the attorney for such proprietor, do within theSpace of thirty days record such permission and manumission in the register’s or se-cretary’s office of this Island, the manumission shall be ipso facto void, and the personintended thereby to be set free shall remain aslaye. OS a

5d: And.
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3d. And be it further ‘enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every proprietor of

“any. negro or other slave, or the attorney for such proprietor, onregistering the matu-_

mission of any negro or other slave, being a native of or who. has resided on this

Island two years previous to the date of his or her manumission, shall pay into the

public treasury the sum of five hundred. pounds current money, unless: he or shehath

obtained the permission ofthe council and assembly as aforesaid ; butif such negro Or

other slave so to be manumitted, be not anative or a resident as-aforesaid, the pro-

prietor of such slave shall pay into the public treasury the sum of one thousandpourids .
current money,'on registering such manumission.

4th, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if the secretary oF
_register shall record any letter or instrument of manumission without thetreasurer's

receipt for the sum or sums hereinbefore directed to bé paid be produced to him. or

the permission ef the council and assembly as aforesaid, he shall forfeit. to the
public the sum or sums which the proprietor is directed by this Act to pay.on regis-
tering such permission. ) ee

5th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no negro or other
slave, to whom his or her freedom may after the first day of March next be by the
will ofhis or her master or mistress bequeathed, shall enjoythe same, unless the aforesaid .
sum of five hundred pounds current money shall have’been devised by such testator
or testatrix, and be paid by his or her executor or executors, executrix or executrixes,
into the public treasury of this Island, within six months after the death of such mas-
ter or mistress. “

SAINT
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Provided always, that such executor or executors, executrix or executrixes may
have leave to apply to the legislature for their consent to such manumission, which
being obtained, such negro or other slave shall possess his or her freedom, without|
paying such sum of five hundred pounds as hereinbefore is directed to be paid into
the public treasury of this Island. . .

And provided further, That in caseany proprietor of any negro or other slave or
slaves, shall, by any contract in writing or otherwise, dispense with the service of
such slave or slaves, and it shall be duly proved before any one justice of the peace
that such person orpersens has not exercised any right of ownership over such slave -
or slaves, and maintained such slave or slaves at his or her own expense, within one
month, such justice is hereby authorized and empowered to direct. the provost
marshal of this Island, or his lawful deputy, to sell such negro or other slave or
slaves at public vendue, and that the highest bidder shall be’ the real proprietor of
such slave or slaves, and that. the purchase money shall be paid into the public.
treasury of this Island, allowing the said provost marshal or his lawful deputy five
per cent. and all necessary expenses. :

5

Dated at Antigua, this-nineteenth day of July, in the forty-second year of the
reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God, of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and-Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith;
and in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and two.

Read, and passed the Assembly, this twenty-fourth day of Apr 1802.
John Garnett, Speaker.
James Ward, Clerk of Assembly.

Read, and passed the Council, this 30th day of June 1862. ve
a mS Samuel Tudor, Clerk of Council,

Passed by the Captain General, this nineteenth day of Julyone thousand eight ;
hundred and two.

 

An ACT to explain and render more effectual an Act, intituled, “ An Act
to restrain thefts committed by Negro and other Slaves, and to prevent the
dishonest traffick carried on by such as deal with them.”—{10th June 1808.]

WHEREASit will greatly increase the advantages derived tothis colony by the
appomtment of supervisors, if such officers were rewarded with things and articles whichPp ,
they detect in the possession of negroes ; now therefore, We, Your Majesty’s most
dutiful and loyal subjects, the commander in chief of all Your Majesty’s Leeward

226. 0 _ Charribbee
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SAINT Charribbee Islands in America, and the council and assembly. of YourMajesty's

CHRISTOPHER. Jsland of Saint Christopher, pray it may be enacted, and it is hereby enacted, by
and with the advice and consent of the said commander in chief, and the council
and assembly of this Island, and by the authority of the same, That from the pub-
lication of this Act every supervisor who shall detect and take from any negro or
other slave any article which has been stolen, and shall apprehend and deliver up
to justice such negro or other slave, shall retain such article for, his own use and as
his own property, unless the value of the said articles shall exceed the sum of five
pounds current money, .or such article shall have been stolen from a slave.

That every supervisor who shall take up and apprehend any slave who has been
guilty of any robbery, burglary, theft or other crime or offence whatever, shall
carry such criminal or offender to the common Cage,and as soon as convenient
carry him before a magistrate, to be disposed of according to issue.

That every supervisor shall and is hereby commanded to be particularly vigilant in
the apprehension of all negroes and other slaves who he shall detect with any articles
that have been stolen, or who have in their possession any article that is prohibited
to be sold without a ticket, and also all runaways and deserters froin the service of
their masters, and all negroes who are drunk, or who have rum in their possession;
and for the apprehension of every such offender the superior shall receive the sum
of one dollar; and in case of his omittiag to perform his duty in any such respect,
shall forfeit the sum of ten pounds current money.

Dated in Saint Christopher, the sixteenth day of June, in the forty-eighth year
of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third. by the grace of God, of

_the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the
Faith; and in the year of ourLord one thousand eight hundred and eight.

Read, and passed theAssembly, this third day of May 1808.

Jas. Ward, Clerk of Assembly.
John Garnett, Speaker.

Read, and passed'the Council, this first day of June 1808. .
- BJ. Woodcock, Clerk of Council. ©
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SAINT:-VINCENT ACT.

An ACT to punish those whoshallmurder or maim Slaves in the Island of
Saint Vincent and its Dependencies.—[23 September 1801.] _

Preamble. | WE, Your Majesty's most. dutiful and loyal subjects, Drewry Ottley, esquire,
~ commander in chief for the time being in and over the Islands of St. Vincent,
Bequia, and such other the Islands, commonly called The Grenadines, aslie to the
northward.of Cariacou in America, and the council and assembly of the same, have

Clause I. enacted and ordained ; and be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by
Maliciously killing the authority aforesaid, ‘That the maliciously killing a slave by any person or persons
slave deemed whomsoever shall be deemed murder, and the person or persons guilty thereof shall
murder. ”

suffer death without benefit of clergy..

Claufe IT. And be “it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person or
Maliciously wound- persons whosoever shall severely, wantonly or maliciously wound, bruise, cut of
de a slave, a mis: any ways maim, disable or dismember any slave or slaves within this government,

meanour. * . e * 7such offender or offenders shall be and are hereby declared guilty of a misdemeanor,
and thereof indicate,.and upon conviction of such offence before any court, to be
held by virtue of a commission of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery, or before the

_ court of grand sessions of thé peace, shall be fined, imprisoned‘or suffer corporal
punishment, at the diseretion of such court, any law'to’ the contrary thereof in any- .

Offenders, how pu- wise notwithstanding ; and such fine, imprisonment and corporal punishment to be
nished. imposed is hereby declared in no manner to divest or do away the civil remedy-or

226, remocdies,
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ses, which the owner or owners of any slave or slaves, or person or persons SAINT

CY‘the same in any right or manner whatsoever, shall have or take for such | VINCENT.

treatment of such slave or slaves.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,:That all fines arising by this Clause II.

Act shall be paid to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, for the public uses of this Fines vested in His
‘ . Majesty for. the

Island, and the support of the government thereof. public.

Dated inKingstown, this twenty-third day of September, in the forty-first year of

the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God, of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the
Faith, and so forth; and in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred.
and one. : , ~- John Kearton, Speaker.

Edward Sharpe, President.

Passed the Assembly, this fifteenth day of October one thousand eight hundred
and one. OS Herbert P. Cox, Clerk ofAssembly.

Passed the Council, this twenty-third day of September one thousand eight
hundred and one. John Gloster, Deputy Clerk of the Council. —

Assented to by his honour the (Commander in Chief,this fifteenth day of October

one thousand eight hundred and one. oe |

| | John Gloster, Deputy Clerk of the Council. \

Drewry Ottley.

Duly published in Kingstown, the eleventh day of November one thousand
eight hundred and one, in the forty-second year of His Majesty’s reign..

William Alevander, Provost Marshal.

 _ }

An ACT to oblige Proprietors and Possessors of Slaves in their own Right. ~
or Rights of others, Managers and Conductors of Estates, to.give in Returns
of Runaways, and punishing Obeah Men. [10°August 1803.] as

WHEREAS there are many slaves wandering through the country under
various pretences, many of whom claim to be free, and others te be in the execution
of their duty, and from the want of an account of runaway negroes published by
authority, it is absolutely impossible to detectthe imposition, and to distinguish
between those ontheir duty or those deserted; therefore, to facilitate’ the appre-
hension 6f such evil-disposed persons, We, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal
subjects, Henry William Bentinck, esquire, captain general and governor in chief in ©
and over the Islands of Saint Vincent, Bequia, and such other the Islands, commonly’,
called The Grenadines, as lie to’the northward of Cariacou in America, and the
council and assembly of the same, have enacted, and be it and it is hereby enacted,
by the authority aforesaid, That every proprietor, possessor, renter, manager oF. Returnsto be made
overseer of slaves, shall, on the twentieth day of August, the twentieth day. of of runaways.
November, the twentieth day of February, and the twenticth day of May, in vo
every year, give in on oath to a justice (where any slave or slaves is or are run away)
an account of such slaveor slaves as may have run away, or be absent from the
estate or their duty at that time, stating how long each:slave has been absent, their
sex, country and age, as nearly as can beascertained, description of person, and j
also an account of any thing taken away by the runaway that may lead to detection; ~
and every justice of the peace shall be obliged to receive every such return without. Justice of peace
fee or reward, and shall within seven days thereafter deliver the same to the obliged to receive
provost marshal, or his lawful deputy, who ‘shall cause the same to be published in then and deliver
the gazette; and shall charge the sum of three shillings and six-pence in his account rem Provost
with the public, for the returnsof each period, which shall be allowed him, and shall =
be paid out of the public treasury of these Islands ; and if any justice of the peace Penalty in cases of
shall refuse to receive any such returns, he shall, on the oath of one. white person repeal or neglect.
before the court of ‘sessions, forfeit the surn of fifty pounds current money for each
and every sueh offence; and if after receiving: thereturn or returns he shallneglect
to transmit the same to the provost marshal or his lawful deputy, he shall, on ‘like
proof, in like way,forfeit the sum of fifty pounds current money, over and above
Paying all such fines, forfeitures and charges as may be incurred by any person or
Persons prosecuted for neglect, or refusal of return, to be recovered inthe same
court; and the decree of the court agzinst.the defaulter or defaulters shall be

me sufficient

Preamble.

‘\
Clause J. -
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| sufficient evidence for the said defaulter or defaulters to recover thé amount of the
fines and forfeitures and charges he she or they may have suffered by the neglect
or refusal of such justice of the peace; and every person neglectingor refusing to
give in such return, at such periods, to any of the justices of the peace in their
neighbourhood, shall forfeit the sum of thirty-three pounds current money for: each
and every offence, tobe levied by the provost marshal, or his lawful deputy, on the goods
and chattels of the offender or offenders; and the provost marshal, or his lawful deputy,
shall, on the first day of every session of the council and, assembly, lay before them'a
statement of the persons resident in the Island possessing slaves, as delivered in ac-
cording to an Act, intituled, “‘ An Act for compelling Owners of Slaves to keepa pro-
portionable number of White Protestant Servants, and a Statement of those who
have made the aforesaid Returns on oath ;” and those who appear to have neglected
or refused to comply with the provision of this Act shall be deemed defaulters, and
the amount of their fines shall be charged against the marshal, and be deducted
from his account with the public, the same as though they had been receivedby
him.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any runaway be
found harboured or concealed by any coloured free person, or if any runaway slave.
be apprehendedintheir house or out-house, or be employed in any manner by them,
they shall, over and above the penalties inflicted by the fourth clause of theAct,
“for making slaves real estate, &c. &c.” stand two several times in the piliory in
the public market place, from the hours of nine to eleven in the forenoon, proof
thereof been made before two justices of the peace by one free witness; but if any
free person shall be charged with the above offence by a slave, or on the confession
of the runaway, the justices shall then admit the accused to prove their innocence -
on oath; but if the person accused refuse to prove his or her innccence by cath, or
shall stand mute, they shall be deemed guilty and punished accordingly; but if they
shall clear themselves on oath from the charges, the justice shall inflict such punish,
ment on the accuser by moderate whipping, as may to him seen proper from the
circumstances of the case.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any runaway be
found to have been concealed in any negro-house or watch-house, or employed in
any negro ground of any estate, and the owner or director of the runaway shall give
information to any justice of the peace within forty-eight hours, the justice shall
then summon the proprietor or manager of such estate, and tender an cath to him,
that ofhis certain knowledge the negro houses of the estate had been searched bya
white man, in conformity to the ninth clause of the said Act,.“ for making slaves
real estate, &c. &c.” and. within the time directed by that clause; and it he shall
neglect to appear to the summons, or appearing shall refuse to take the said oath,
or shall stand mute, he shall-be considered as guilty of a breach of the aforesaid

- Clause, and shall incur the penalties thereby inflicted; and every runaway so found,

Clause IV.’
Providing against
Obeah practices.

shall be deemed a separate offence, and incur aseparate penalty, and the provisions
of the aforesaid clause shall be extended to the negro grounds as well as negro
‘hguses.

And whereas miuch mischief arises from the practice of a certain description ofpeople, known by the name of Obeah men or Obeah doctors; BE it enacted by theauthority aforesaid, That if any person, either white, coloured, or a slave, shall be ~convicted (if white or free, on the oath of a free person before the court of sessions,and if a slave, on the evidence of any slave before any two justices of the ‘peace,) of
practising any obeah, conjuration, incantation or divination, by any charm, ceremony,
cards, sieve, bible and key, or by or with any méansor instruments’ whatever, for
the curing of any disease, or for the protection or injury of any person or thing, orfor the discovery of any hidden matter or thing, or recovery of any stolen or lost
goods, or shall administer any love potions or. philtres, he she or they shall sutferpunishment in the public market place by whipping, at the discretion ofthe court,if a free person;orthe justices, if a slave ; and in case it shall be proved that any
person has died from. apprehension or administration of any potion or drug, the ©offender or offenders shall be judged guilty of felony without benefit of clergy, andshall suffer death accordingly. a
Dated in Kingstown, the tenth day of August, in the forty-third year of the. eign of. our. Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God,' of the United Kingdom of. Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defendef
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of the Faith, and so forth; and in the year of our Lord one thousand: eight
hundred and three.

David Miller, Speaker. ’

Passed the Assembly, the tenth day of August one thousand eight hundred and
three.

Herbert P. Cox, Clerk ofthe Assembly.

. SAINT
VINCENT.”

\ Js

Passed the Council, this sixth day of September one thousand eight hundred.
and three.

Michad Reilly, Dep. Clerk of the Council.

Assented to by His Excellency the Governor in Chief, this ninth day of September
one thousand eight hundred and three.

Michael Reilly, Dep. Clerk of the Council.
Henry William Bentinck.

Duly published in Kingstown, the tenth day of September in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and three, and in the forty-third year of His
Majesty's reign.

William Alexander, Provost Marshal.

 ~~

An ACT to appoint Commissioners for the purpose of obtaining an exact
account of the number of the Coloured free People, and number of Negroes
within this Government and its Dependencies. [oth January 1805.]

WHEREAS Lord Camden, one of His Majesty’s principal secretaries of state,
hath, by command of His Majesty, transmitted a letter to his excellency Henry
William Bentinck, esquire, governor and commander in chief in and over this Island
and its dependencies, tequiring “ the exact number of negroes imported into and
exported from this Island since’one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight; and
also the number of negroes now in the government, dividing them into classes of
male and female, children from one to twelve, youths from twelve to twenty, full
grown men and women from twenty to sixty, and the aged; also an account of the
total number of coloured free people.” In order therefore to comply as effectually
and correctly as possible with the above request, and that henceforth the same
account may be taken annually in the first month ofevery year, We, Your Majesty’s
most dutiful and loyal subjects, Henry William Bentinck, esquire, captain general and
governor in chief in and over the Islands of Saint Vincent, Bequia, and such
other the Islands, commonly called The Grenadines, as lie to the northward. of
Carriacou in America, and the council and assembly of the same, have enacted;
and be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners
hereinafter named for the purpose of carrying the intention of this Act into effect,
shall, within fifteen days after the publication of this Act, issue this warrant to one
or more of the constables for the Island, parish or town, which such commissioners
represent in the house of assembly, requiring all owners, renters, or possessors of
slaves within such Island, parish or town, to appear before them at a certain time
and place within the Island, or town or parish therein to be specified, such time
not to exceed ten days from the date of such warrant, and to be served at least five
days before the time when such appearance shall be required, then and there to
make a return in writing upon oath of the number of negroes belonging to or in the
possession of such owners, renters or possessors, distinguishing in such return the

Preanable.

Clause I.
Instructions to
Commissioners for
taking account of
negroes,

number of males and females separately, from one year old to twelve years old
males and females separately, from twelve years old to twenty years old; males and
iemales separately, from twenty years old to sixty years old; and males and females
separately, from sixty years old and upwards; and any person refusing or neglecting
to comply with the warrant, shall upon the oath of any one commissioner, before
any one of His Majesty's justices of the peace, forfeit the sum of twenty pounds
current money, for every five days heshallrefuse or neglect to make his returns, to
be recovered by warrant under the hand and seal of such justice, directed to any
constable of the said parish. . .
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners

hereinafter named, shall within fifteen days after the publication of this Act, issue
their qarrant to one or more constable or constables within the parish, town og island,
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which they represent in the House of Assembly, requiringallfree, black and coloured
people to appear ‘before them at a certain time and place within theparish, town or
island therein to be specified, such time not to exceed ten days frdm the date of
the said warrant, and to be served five days betore the time such appearance shall
be required, then and there to answer upon oath such questions as shall be tendered
to them respecting their ages, occupation and means of living, and of their families,
their and each of their ages and sexes respectively, that their number may befully
ascertained ;and all free, black and coloured people being duly summoned, who
shall refuse or neglect to appear before the said commissioners, and give in their
names, and answer all such questions as shall be tendered them as aforesaid, shall
be liable and subject to be apprehended by warrant from any magistrate, directed
to any constable, and to be by such magistrate, upon complaint of any one of the
said commissioners, committed to the commongaol for any time not exceeding
fifteen days, and shall also be subject to a fine of five pounds current money, to be
levied by warrant under the hand and seal of any magistrate, directed to any
constable, upon the goods and chattels of such free, black or coloured person so
refusing or neglecting as aforesaid.

And whereas it may happen that free, black, pr coloured persons may conceal
themselves, or may not be found by a constable to serve a warrant, and theirplace
of residence may be unknown; BE it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That all free, black, or coloured persons, not served with a warrant as aforesaid,
shall within fifteen days after the publication of this Act, give in their his or her
name to the commissioners of the parish, town or island in which such free, black
or coloured person or persons reside, and shall then and there, or at any other time
specified and directed by such commissioners, answer upon oath all such questions
as aforesaid, under the like penalties, in case of refusal or neglect.

And whereas by an Act, commonly called The Alien Act, no free, black or coloured-
person can resort to or reside in this government, without entering into certain se-
curities therein specified, within. ten days after granting said permission; BE it
further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all persons whatsoever renting
lands, messuages or tenements to free, blaek or coloured people, shall within fifteen
daysafter the publication.of this Act, give in the names, ages and sexes of their
respective tenants, and. the. number of the families of such their tenants, to the
“commissioners of, the parish, town or island in which such lands, tenements or
messuageslie, and shall enter into security for their good and orderly behaviour;
and shall also give notice to-any one of the commissioners of the removal of any of
the before-mentioned tenants, under the penalty of twenty pounds, to be levied as
hereinbefore directed; and‘eyery magistrate granting permission of residence upon
security given, a¢cording to the above-mentioned Act, shall give unto the Com-
_Missioners, or any one of them, of the parish, town or island, a copy of the per-
mission granted.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the representatives in
the house of assembly for the different parishes in this Island, or any two of them,
and the representatives and. town wardens for the Town of Kingstown, and the repre-
sentatives for the Grenadines, shall be commissioners for carrying this Act into
effect; and the said commissioners are hereby required, within seven days after
taking the returns, to deliver the same to the clerk of the house of assembly, who
shall make one general return ‘of the same, to be by him laid before the said house
at their first meeting, after one copy thereof shall be delivered.to his excellency the
governor, for the purpose of being transmitted to His Majesty’s principal secretary
of state for this department, and another to be lodged in the secretary’s office of
this Island. ~ .
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the returns herein

directed to be taken and niade, shall inlike manner and form (and the same pro-
ceedingsbe had,) under.the same penalties and forfeitures to all intents and pw
poses, be taken and made in the first month of each and every succeeding year;
and that all iree, black or coloured persons coming within the meaning and dispo-
sitionof the third clause of this Act, shall be and appear before the commissioners
ofthe town; orparish, or island in which they reside, on some day between the
fifth and tenth days of Januaryin every year, and the commissioners shall have the
same powers as'are vested in them by the said third clause, or any other clause of
the ‘said Act.

226, | : And
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_And be it further enacted hy the authority aforesaid, That all fines and forfeitures
incurred by virtue of this Act, shall be to His Majesty, his heirs and successors,
and shall be paid into the treasury of this Island, for the public uses ofthe government
thereof. .

Dated in Kingstown, the ninth day of January, in the forty-fifth year of the reign
of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God, of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and so
forth; and in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and five.

Wiliam John Struth, Speaker.

SAINT
VINCENT.

Clause VIL.
Disposing of Fines.

Passed the Assembly, the ninth day of January one thousand eight hundred and
five. . - Herbert P. Cox, Clerk of the Assembly.

Passed the Council, this ninth day of January one thousand eight hundred and
five. Michael Reilly, Dep. Clerk of the Council.

Assented to by His Excellency the Governor in Chief, this tenth day of January
one thousand eight hundred and five.

Michael Reilly, Dep. Clerk of the Council.
Henry Wiliam Bentinck.

Duly published in Kingstown, the eleventh day ‘of January one thousand eight
hundred and five, and in the forty-fifth year of His Majesty's reign.

Wm, Alexander, Provost Marshal.

 

An ACT to revive an Act, intituled, “An Act to appoint Commissioners
for the purpose of obtaining an exact Account of the numbers of Negroes
in this Government and its Dependencies.” [4th September 1811.]

WHEREASan Act, intituled, “ An Act for appointing Commissioners to obtain
an exact account of the number of Coloured free People, &c.” has been dormant,

Clause I.

and become in some measure obsolete; We, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal -
subjects, Robert Paul, esquire, commander in chief in and over the Island of Saint
Vincent, Bequia, and such of the Grenadines as lie to the northward of Carriacou _
in America, and the council and assembly of the same have enacted, and it is
hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the above-mentioned Act shall be
revived, and itis hereby revived accordingly.

_ And’ be it further enactedby the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners
therein named and appointed,. shall issue their warrants as therein directed, within
the space of one month from the date hereof, and shall takea return of the numbers
of the population ; which return shall be transmitted to the clerk of assembly within
ten days after taking it, and be by him laid before the legislature at their next
succeeding meeting.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners shall issue
their warrants'in like manner in their respective parishes, to summon the white
inhabitants to appear ona certain day, and give in on oath a return of the names
and sex of all and every white person, of hfs her or their family or families, at~ that
ume resident within this government and its dependencies ; and all and every
neglect, refusal or default, shall be liable to and punished by the like pains and
penalties as directed by the second clause of the afore-mentioned Act.
Dated in Kingstown, the fourth day of September, in the fifty-first year of the

reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God, of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain, King, Defender of the Faith; and in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eleven.

Edward Sharpe, Speaker.
Passed the Assembly, this 4th day of September one thousand eight. hundred
and eleven. .

. Herbert P. Cox, Clerk of the Assembly.
Passed the Council, the 17th,day of October one thousand eight hundred and

eleven, oo
Daniel P. Barnard, Deputy Clerk of Council.

‘Assented

Clause IM.
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SAINT Assented to by his Honour the President, commanding in chief, the twenty-second
.VINCENT. day of October one thousand eight hunered and eleven.

nes - .

Daniel P. Barnard, Deputy Pub. Secretary.
Robert Paut.

Duly published in Kingstown, this twenty-second day of October, in the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eleven, and in the fifty-first year of
His Majesty’s reign.

Wilkam Alexander, Provost Marshal General, :

 

An ACT to explain and amend an Act, intituled, “ An Act for making Slaves
“ real Estate, and the better government of Slaves and free Negroes.”

[igth June 1813.)

‘WHEREAS byan Act, intituled, “ An Act for making Slaves real Estate, andPreamble. ‘‘ the better government of Slaves and free Negroes,” it is enacted, That if any slave
shall steal goods or chattels to the value of six pounds current money, he shall be
guilty of felony, but does not add, without the penefit of clerey: And whereas it
is expedient and proper that the law upon this subject should be clearly defined,
and that other regulations should be made concerning slaves than are contained in
the said recited Act; We, therefore, Your Majesty’s dutiful, loyal, and obedient
servants, Charles Brisbane, Knight, captain general and governor in chief in and
over Your Majesty's Islands of Saint Vincent, Bequia, and suchother,the Islands
commonly called The Grenadines, as lie to the northward of Carriacou in America,

Clause I and the council and assembly of the same, have enacted and ordained; and be
Any slave felo- it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That if any
niously taking slave shall feloniously and forcibly take from the person of another, whether slave
goods or money to or free, goods or money to the value of twenty shillings current money, by violence,
the value of twenty o> putting him or her in fear, he or she shall be guilty offelony, without the benefitshillings from any
other person. of clergy.

Clause II. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any slave shall by
Or stealing ina night break and enter into any mansion-house, shop, store, works, negro-house,
arnowatof6 guilty OF other out-house, and take and carry therefrom goods or money to the value of
of felony without SiX pounds current money, he or she shall be guilty of felony without the benefit
benefit of clergy. of clergy.

giause “ fre t And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any slave shall wan-
any dwelling guilty tonly or maliciously set fire, or cause or procure any other slave to set fire to any
of felony. cane-piece, dwelling-house, works, magoss-house, out-house, or any other building _

whatever, he or she shall be guilty of felony without the benefit of clergy.
Clause IV. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any slave or slaves
Providing for the charged with any or either of the said offences, or ther off hatever, whichtrial of all slaves any er of the said offences, or any other offence whatever, which
guilty of crimes may render him or her liable to the punishment of death, shall be tried in all respects
whieh affect their in the same manner as free persons at the court of sessions; and upon such trial

lives,in the court the court are hereby required to appoint abarrister to act as counsel for the prisoner,
Court to appoin t and the jury shall, if they find the prisoner guilty, ascertain the value of him or her,
counsel:and in and the owner of such slave shall be paid the same, as heretofore provided by the
casesofconviction, above recited Act, : .
owner to be paid the value of such slave.

Clause V. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the fees upon such
Feas upon prosect prosecution shall be the same as are payable on the prosecution of free persons, and
court of sessions, that the court may order the same to be paid by the prosecutor, if the prosecution be
how paid. frivcious or vexatious ; or by the owner or owners of the slave, if he she or they shail

have endeavoured to obstruct or prevent the course of Justice against such slave ; or if
no such cause or causes exist, the court may order the same to be paid by the public
treasurer,

Clause VI. = ‘ :Larcenous thefts, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That for all or any larcenous
and other offences thefts or robberies, not hereinbefore mentioned, committed by any slave, he or she
notafiectin the shall be tried before any two of His Majesty's justices, and upon conviction shall
pee oe 4 ae to suiter such punishment as they deem proper, by whipping, imprisonment or pillory;
nished accordingly Provided such whipping shall not exceed one hundred lashes,not more thanfifty whereof
by two justices. to be inflicted at one time ; such imprisonment not to exceed the term of onc year,

and
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and such standing in the pillory not to exceed twice for the sarhe offence, or for the © viene
space of two hours at each time.

Ne

Whereas doubts have arisen whether, as the law now stands, manumissions Clause VII.
executed in this Island, where both parties reside, and the same have been recorded ©*plaining doubts
in Tobago, Nevis, Antigua, and other Islands, are valid and effectual; and as many mnizeion registered
persons are now reputed free by virtue of such manumissions, it is reasonable that in other colonies.
the law respecting them be declared and understood ; BE it therefore further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That all manumissions executed in this Government before
the operation of this Act, and recorded in any of the said Islands, although both
parties reside within this government, shall be valid to every intent and. purpose
whatever. :

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in order to remove any Clause VUL
doubt which may arise as to the legality or propriety of punishing the owner or Providing for the
director of any slave, for any cruel conduct towards such slave, it is hereby ex- Pumishmentof pro-
pressly declared and enacted, That if any person shall cruelly or wantonly whip, Prietorsmaltreating
maltreat, beat or imprison or keep in confinement, without sufficient support, any
slave under his or her direction or care, such person shall be indicted for the same
at the court of sessions, and upon being legally convicted thereof, shall suffer such
punishment, by fine or imprisonment, or both, as the judges or justices of the said
court shall think proper to inflict ; and the said judges or justices are hereby autho-
rized, it they shall deem it necessary for the further protection of the said slave, to Authorizing the
order the marshal or his deputy to sell and dispose of such slave to any person, court to dispose of
except the owner, at public outcry, and at the best price that can be produced for such slaves, if they
such slave; and the monies arising from such sale, after payment of the fees, shall *°¢ fit;
be paid to the person having the first lien thereon; and in case of no such prior Hien, 274% order thep persor g the 3 . prior > p¥oceeds to be paid
then to the owners of the said slave; and that such slave shall not directly or indirectly to the owner, or
become the property of the former owner. otherwise.

And be it further enacted by the authorityaforesaid, That if any person shall beat Clause Ix.
or maltreat any slave not belonging to herself or himself, such offender shall not only Persons multreat-
be indicted and punished for the same in like manner as mentioned in the preceding preperty, pariah
clause, but any punishment inflicted by the court of sessions for such offence shall by this ‘Act;
not be considered as a bar to any action or suit at law which may be commenced by 2x4 liable, more-
the owner of such slave, or be considered in mitigation of any damages which may 0%eP fo prosecu-

: : . tion at civil law.
otherwisebe given or recovered for such trespass or injury. , aw

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That.in case any justice of the Clause X.
peace shall receive any complaint or intelligence which he in his own discretion shall think Requiring Justices
probable, that any slave hath been mutilated,cruelly punished, or otherwise maltreated or (+ complaintsre
confined without sufficient support, itshall be lawful for such justice of the peace to ca!l specting eraelty
to his assistance some other justice, and then such twojustices shall be and are hereby exercised upoa any
authorized to order any constable to bring such slave before them; or if the casc ‘laves.
shail require it, they are hereby authorized to go to such place where such slave shall
be, and direct such slave to be produced and shown to them, that such enquiry and
other proceedings may be made and had as shall be necessary for the further
prosecution of the offence; and that if such justices shall think it proper or necessary, And to provide
they shall be and they are hereby authorized to send such slave to some public place ofsecurity
place of security, or to the cage, if any, provided in the Island, to be there kept and for them, when in
detained, and supported at the expense of the owner and director of such slave, until particular cases
further enquiry shall be made into the fact according to law; provided further, that they shall think it
«ll and every clause, matter and thing herein contained, be and are hereby suspended, Provider “that
until His Majesty's royal pleasure be known. , “every thing in chis.

Act contained do first receive.the approbation of Klis. Majesty.

Dated at Kingstown,this nineteenth day ofJanuary, and in the fifty-third year of the
reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace ofGod of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King,Defender of the Faith and so forth;
and in the year of our Lord God one thousand eight hundred and thirtcen.

Edward Sharpe, Speaker.
Passed the Assembly, the nineteenth day of January one thousand eight hundred

and thirteen. _Herbert P. Cox, Clerk of the Assembly.

Passed the Council, the tenth day of February one thousand eight hundred and
thirteen, * Daniel. P. Bernard, Dep. Clerk of the Council.

226, Assented
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SAINT Assented to by his Excellency the Governor in Council, this third day of Fe-.
_ VINCENT. bruary one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. ;

SN Daniel P. Bernard, Public Secretary,
Charles Brisbane.

Duly published in Kingstown, this fourth day of February, in the year of our Lord
-one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, and in the fifty-fourth year of His
Majesty's reign. J. G:> Nanton,

Acting Provost Marshal Gen.

 

An ACT to repeal the fourth Clause of an Act, intituled, “ An Act to explain
andamend an Act, intituled, ‘An Act for making Slaves real Estate, and the
better government of Slaves and free Negroes,’ and to amend and re-enact
the same.”—-{20th March 1815.]

WHEREASthe fourth clause of the Act, intituled, “‘ An Act to explain and
amend an Act, intituled “ An Act for making Slaves real Estate, and the better
government of Slaves and free Negroes,” is imperfect as to the evidence to be given
by any slave or slaves on oath; For remedy whereof, We, Your Majesty’s most
dutiful and loyal subjects, Sir Charles Brisbane, knight, commander of the most
honourable order of the Bath, captain general and governor in chief in and over the
Island of St. Vincent and its dependencies, and the council and assemblyof the same,
have enacted ; and be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the
said fourth clause be and itis hereby repealed, and instead thereof, be it enacted, That
as any slave or slaves charged with any of the offences named or mentioned in the
before recited Act, or any other offence whatever, which may render him or her
liable to the punishment of death, shall be tried in all respects in the same manner as
free persons at the court of sessions (save and except that tle evidence ot any slave
or slaves on oath shall, in such case, be taken for and against slaves, but in no other

_ case whatever be admissible}; and upon such trial the court are hereby required to
appoint » barrister to act as counsel for the prisoner, and the jury, if they find the
prisoner guilty, ascertain the value of him or her, and the owner of such slave shall
be paid the same as heretofore provided by the above recited Act.

Clause L

Clause If. And be it further enacted by the authorityaforesaid, That if any slave or slaves
shall be convicted of perjury, he she or they shall be liable to suffer any or all the
punishment inflicted on tree persons in such cases.

Dated in Kingston, the twentieth day of March, in the fifty fifth year of the reign
of our Sovereign Lord George, by the grace of God, of the United Kingdomof
Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith; and in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. ;

Alexander Cruikshank, Speaker.

Passed the Assembly, this twentieth day of March.
Hubert P. Cox, Clerk of the Assembly.

Passed the Council, this twentieth day ofMarch one thousand eight hundred and
fifteen. Andrew Rose, Clerk of the Council. .

Assented to by His Excellency the Governor in Chief, this twenty-third day of
March one thousand eight hundred and fifteen.

Andrew Rose, Public Secretary.

 

Charles | Brisbane:

Duly published in Kingston, this twenty-fifth day of March one thousand eight
hundred and fiftcen. J. Y. Nanton, Provost Marshal General,

St. Vincent, 22d April 1815; -
A true Copy,

AndrewRose, Secretary andRegister.
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TOBAGO.

An ACT for the good order and government of Slaves, and for repealing an
Act of this Island, intituled, “ An Act for the good order and government
of Slaves, and for keeping them under proper restraint; for establishing the
method of Trial in capital cases, and other Regulations for the greater secu-
rity of that part of the Inhabitants property.”—[Revived, 15th March 1794.]

WHEREAS the plantations and estates in this Island cannot be fully managed
and improved, without the labour and service of great numbers of slaves; and tor-
asmuch as the slaves brought into this Island for that purpose are of a barbarous,
wild and savage nature, and such as renders them wholly unfit to be governed by
the laws of Great Britain; it is therefore become absolutely necessary that such
other laws should be in this Island framed and enacted for the preserving of good
order and government among them, as may restrain the disorders and disturbances
to which they are naturally prone and inclined, and for keeping them under due sub-
ordination and subjection, as well as for granting them such allowances and en-
couragements as may be fit and useful for their support, to the end that the lives and
fortunes of His Majesty's subjects in this Island may be preserved and secured, and
the peace and happiness of the colony thereby established; for the moreeffectually
accomplishing these good and necessary purposes, BE it enacted by Your Majesty's
most dutiful and loyal subjects the governor in chiefof the Southern Charribbee Islands
of Grenada, the Grenadines, Saint Vincent and Tobago, and the council and assem-
bly of this Your Majesty’s Island of Tobago, and it is hereby enacted and ordained
by the authority of the same, That from and after the publication of this Act any
slave who shall maim, wound, hurt, or strike, or who shall attempt to maim, wound,
hurt, or strike any white person, under any pretence whatsoever, unless in the lawful,
immediate and necessary defence of his owner and employer's person or goods, shal]
suffer death, transportation, or other punishment, at the discretion of the persons
hereafter appointed to try and determine all capital offences committed by slaves in
this Island ; and any slave who shall personally insult, abuse, threaten, or in any
‘other manner contemptuously treat any white person, shall be punished with a public
whipping, at the discretion of any one justice of the peace ; and if any slave or slaves
shall compass, imagine or contrive the death of any white person, and be thereof
convicted before the persons hereafter appointed to try slaves for capital offences,
every such slave or slaves shall suffer death, transportation, or any other punishment
_Which the said persons so appointed, or the major part of them, shall think necessary
for the public welfare and safety, although the wicked purposes of: such slave or
slaves be prevented before any murder shall have been committed.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all slaves and their

accessaries guilty of murder, rapes, maiming or wounding any other slave, or
wilfully setting fire to canes, works, dwelling-houses, negro-houses or other build-
‘mgs, or who shall be convicted of giving or attempting to give poison, although
‘the poison shall not be taken, or death do not ensue; and all slaves running off or
attempting to run off this Island, or inveigling others so to do, or who. shall
“steal the propertyofany person or persons whatsoever to the value of six pounds
current money; or who shall maliciously kill or attempt to kill by poison, or
otherwise maim or destroy any horse, mule, ass, camel or horned cattle, shall
‘suffer death as felons, or such other punishment as the persons hereafter appointed
to try slaves for capital offences shall think proper to inflict.
And beit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave who hath

been upon, or shall hereafter be upon this Island for the space of one year, and
Shall absent or withdraw, or being now run away, absent or withdrawn from his or
-her master, owner-or renter’s service, shall .continue so absent or withdrawn for
the space of :six weeks or forty-two days from the day of the first publication of
‘his Act, or from the time such slave shall first absent, withdraw or run awaychereafters oy if any slave or slaves having been, or that shall be upon this Island
for the space of one year, shall absent, withdraw or ron away from his or her7 . . master,

Preamble.
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master, owner's or renter’s service, at several times within the space of one vear,
amounting in all to two months, (the months to be computed at twenty-eight
days each) all and every such,slave or slaves shall be and are hereby adjudged and
declared to be guilty of felony, and shall suffer death as felons, ‘or such other
punishment as the persons appointed to try slaves for capital offences shall think
proper: Provided always, that any slave who hath been or may hereafter be a
less time than one year in this Island, shall not be liable to suffer the same punish-
uient, unless such slave shall have been withdrawn, absent or run away at ove time
for the space of two months, to be computed as aforesaid, or at different times
within the space of one year, shall have been four months withdrawn, absent or

run away as aforesaid; any thing’hereafter to the contrary in anywisc notwithstanding,

And whereas slaves run away and absent themselves in gangs from the service of

their masters, owners, or renters, to the ruin and Impoverishing of them, and to the
terror and danger of the inhabitants of this: Island; BE it therefore enacted by the
authority aforesaid, That if any slave or slaves, being of theage of sixteen years or up-
wards, shall hereafter absent themselves or run away in. any number or gangs amount-
ing to ten or upwards, from any one plantation to which such slaves belong, and
shall continue run away or absent from their duty as aforesaid for forty-eight hours;
or if any slaves, not being under the age of sixteen years as aforesaid, shall absent ov
run away at different times from: any one plantatign, or irom different plantations, and
shall have been severally absent for the space of twenty-four hours or more, and shall
afterwards associate together in any number or gang amounting to ten or upwards,
and continue so associated for any space of time, be it ever so short, then one or
more of the said slaves, such as shall appear to be the greatest offenders, shall suffer
death, or such other punishment as the persons appointed to try slaves ior capital
offences shall think proper.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That after any slave is or
shall be run away from his or her master, owner, or renter’s service, every other
slave knowing of such run away, who shall entertain, harbour, receive, and conceal,
or any other ways assist such slave so runaway, shall, upon conviction thereot suffer
death, or such other punishment as the persons appointed to try slaves for capital of-
fences shall think proper; and if any white or free person or persons, knowing any

slave to be run away from lis or her master, owner or renter, shall entertain, harbour,
receive, and conceal any such slave, such person, tor the first offence, shall forfeit
twenty pounds current money of this Island; for the secoud offence, fitty pounds
current money ; and for the third offence, one hyndred pounds like current money ;
and shall be lable besides to be prosecuted, and pay to the owner of such slave at
and alter the rate of fifteen shillings for each and every day such slave shall have been
so run away, with full costs of suit; and if sucl white or free person or persons
cannot immediately pay the fines hereby imposed for entertaining runaway slaves,
he she or they shail be imprisoned in the common gaol of this Island, in lieu of fines,
for the first offence thirty days, for the second offence turee months, and for the
‘third offence six months, unless the person or persons so offending shall redeem him
her or themselves sooner, by paying the fines and all costs and tees due ; provided
that no slave shall be punished, by virtue of this clause, for harbouring, concealing or
entertaining any runaway slave, unless prosecution for the same be commenced
within one month after the discovery of the said offence; provided also, ‘that no
negro or other slave shall be punished by virtue of this Act, for running away or ab-
senting himself or herself from the service of his or her owner or employer, unless
prosecution for such offence be commenced within three monthis after his or her being.
taken or returned to his or her owner or employer.

And be it hereby further enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That
no slave within this Island shall be permitted to have in his custody or carry a musket,
fusil, pistol, or any other firearms, unless such slave bein pursuit of a runaway slave or
slaves, under the order and direction of a white or free person duly authorized, or
shall be attending upon his master,.or the manager, or some other white person em-
ployed on the plantation to which such slave shall belong, without a ticket from the
owner or the manager of such plantation, dated ihe very hour, as near as the same
can be ascertained, that the said fire arm or fire arms is or are delivered to suc!
slave, and the quantity of powder, ball, or shot, if any be given him therewith ; which
ticket shall require the return of the slave to whom it is given within six hours after’
the date theréef, excepting ucgrocs watching stores and prevision ground, whe shall

be
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be weekly furnished with a ticket from their master or manager, expressing the

pature of their arms, and that they are only furnished with two rounds of powder

and ball; and if any firearm or fire arms be found with any slave after the expira-

tion of the time limited in the ticket for his return, any free person, or any slave who

is not himself a runaway, is hereby authorized to take the same away ; and if the

person so taking bea free person,

retain the same for his use; and if a slave, then the owner of the slave, so taking, is

authorized and allowed to keep and retain the same for his use; and any slave who

shall run away or absent himself from the service of his owner, renter or employer,

having carried off with him any piece of fire arms as aforesaid, or who having had a

ticket to carry any piece of fire arms, shall absent himself for twenty-four hours after

the expiration of the time therein limited for his return, such slave shall surfer death,

or such other punishment as the persons appointed to try slaves for capitaloffences

shall think proper to inflict; and any slave found with any piece of fire arms after

the time limited for his return, who.shall not have been absent for twenty-four hours

as aforesaid, such slave shall be punished with whipping, in such manner as any one

justice of the peace for the said Island shall think fit.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That when any crime herein-

before mentioned shall be committed, or attempted to be committed by any negro

slave or slaves, the said criminal or criminals shall be apprehended and brought

before any one of His Majesty's justices of the peace within this Island, who is

hereby authorized to commit the said slave to the common gaol, by virtue of his

warrant, directed to the provost marshal, or his lawful deputy ; and the said justice,

or any other justice, shall also, within the space of ten days thereafter, associate to

himself one other justice of the peace, and these two shall, by their warrant or precept,

summon to join them three respectable freeholders of the place nearest where the

crimes were perpetrated,towhom the justices shall administer the following oath; viz.

You shall, to the best of your judgment and knowledge, impartially try the

“ prisoner or prisoners before you, and judgment give according to

“ evidence.”

And these five persons (the freeholders being sworn as above mentioned)

shall constitute, and are hereby declared to be a court, with full power to hear

and determine all evidences, proofs, and testimonies (the testimony of one slave

against another being always to be admitted); and if by positive or circumstantial

proof they shall find such negro or other slave guilty thereof, they shall give sentence

of death or other punishment upon them accordingly; and in case sentence of

death be passed’ upon any one or more prisoners, then they shall forthwith issue

their warrant to the provost marshal, or his lawful deputy, to cause execution to be

done on such slave or slaves, at such time as they shall appoint, not being before the

fourth day after condemnation; and the said justices are hereby required to give

notice of the sentence so passed, to the commander in the Island for the time being,

within thirty-six hours thereafter: Provided nevertheless, that in case of the insur-

rection of six or more negroes, the court is hereby authorized immediately to issue a

warrant, directed to the provost marshal or his lawful deputy, or in his absence, to

any constable for that purpose to be appointed, for the instant execution of the

jadgment of the said court, who shall immediately execute the same; and in case

they do not find evidence. sufficient to condemn him or her to death, but to receive

corporal punishment, they shall then enquire into the damages sustained, and after

the same shall be ascertained, the criminal or criminals shall be delivered to the

owneror owners, upon his her or their paying the amount of the damages to the party

injured ; but if such owner or owners refuse to pay the amount of such. damages, it

shall and may be lawful for the said court to adjudge the said criminal or criminals

to be the property of the party or parties injured, his her or their heirs for ever:

Provided always, that the said recompence shall be given in evidence upon any

action that may be brought for the same matter, and shall be held as a sufficient

bar thereto in any court of record in this Island.

And that the magistrates and freeholders of this Island may not refuse or neglect,

on application made, to sit, hear or determine cases of negroes, as they are by this

Act directed to do; BE it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any

justice of the peace of this Island, upon application to him made, or any freeholder

after.he shall be duly summoned, shall refuse or neglect immediately to take and use

Pea measures for the trial of any slave or-slaves, and effectually to finish such

220.
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TOBAGO. trial in ten days after required, for any felony or other offences herein expressed,
——~———’"_ committed by or charged upon any slave whatsoever, such justice and freeholder

shall severally forfeit twenty pounds current money of this Island, to be recovered
by action of debt in any of the courts of record; and one half of such penalty shall

. be paid to any informer who shall sue for the same; and the Justices not making a
factreporting the. report of the sentence, as above directed, shall seyerally forfeit ten pounds current
10, money, to be recovered as above mentioned.
Claufe X. And whereas slaves are so valuable a part of the property of the inhabitants of this
any reeperfon of Island, and are so extremelynecessary for the cultivation and improvement of their

carrying off, or at-_ lands, that every attempt to steal or carry them off should be punished in the most
tempting to carryof exemplary manner; BE it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority
ay nares fhall fuffer aforesaid, that any white or free person or persons, who shall be, on the oath of one

or more creditable witnesses, duly convicted at a court of Oyer and Terminer, or
Grand Sessions, of carrying off, or attempting to carry off from this Island any
slave or slaves, without a license or permission from the owner, or persons having the
care and charge of such slave or slaves, he she or they shall be and are hereby de-
clared and adjudged to be guilty of felony, and shall suffer death without benefit of
clergy.

Hany proprietor And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That upon informationbeing
fall bring back any given to any justice of the peace in this Island, of the return of any slave or slaves
tobe it pera transported by authority of any ccurt in this Island, he shall associate to himself any

fuch flave thall be other justice of the peace, and they shall forthwith issue their warrant to any con-
forited and fold for stable, to bring such slave or slaves, and his or their proprietor, or the person whopublic ufes. ? opt .brought such slave or slaves back, before them ; and if it shall appear to the satis-

faction of the said justices (who are hereby empowered to summon witnesses), that
the proprietor or person who brought back the slave or slaves he she or they knew
to have been transported from this Island, then the slave or slaves shall be forfeited,
and the two justices are hereby required to issue this warrant to the provostmarshal,
or his lawful deputy, to take the said slave or slaves into custody, and him her or them,
within ten days, to expose to public sale; and the money arising therefrom, after

Purchaler to give deducting charges and the usual fees, shall be paid into the public treasurer of this
bond to traniport Island for the public uses thereof: Provided always, thatthe person purchasing such
fach flave within one slave or slaves shall give bond, under penalty of fifty pounds, for each slave, to trans-

month. port such slave or slaves within one calendar month from the day of sale for ever
from this Island. oo ,

Claufe XII.No flave fhall carrya _ And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no slave whatever incutlafs or offenfive this Island shall carry a cutlass, or other sharp-edged or sharp-pointed weapon, or
thepowinaeeeaeon a stick with a knot or knots, or pointed with a nail or fusil, or any other offensive
tioned in this claufe, weapon, except such slaves be actually in pursuit of a runaway slave or slaves, under

the order and direction of a free person duly authorized for that purpose, or shall be
attending upon his master or the manager, or some other white person employed

. icket from UPON the plantation to which such slaves shall belong, or shall be upon a message or -
pathoutaticketfrom eorand, oF doing the necessary business of the plantation, without a ticket from. bispenalty of being =owner, or the manager of such plantation, under the penalty of being publicly whipped,
whipped. or otherwise punished, at the discretion of any one justice of the peace.
Claufe MILI. iG , , And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave who shall be con-of gaming,thall be Victed of gaming, shall be publicly whipped at the discretion of any one justice of the
whipped. peace.

eReXIV. dor “Anditishereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all slaves found off, fromtheir ownersplanta- or out of their owner's plantation, without a permission in writing from his her or theirtionwithout per- = owner, renter or employer, or some white person residing on the same plantation,bedeomedrune shall be deemed runaways, and it shall and may be lawful to and for any person\.
any perfon may ap-. or persons to apprehend or take up such slave or slaves; and the person apprehend-prehend, and carry ing is hereby required to conduct, or cause to be conducted, within forty-eight hoursem to their owner, 5 .. . > i"thereafter, the slave or slaves so apprehended, to his her or their owner, renters or

employers, or to the plantation to which such slave or slaves belong, if such owner,
Apprehender tore. Tenter or employer, or plantation, be known to such apprehender; and such owner,
ceive a dollar,ifab renter or employer of such slave or slaves, or the manager of the plantation to which’abfent morethan two He She or they belong, shall pay the apprehender one dollar for each slave so takendays;and 9d. per up, if such slave shall have been absent from his or her duty for two days, or a less.
mile. space of time, and thirty shillings for each slave so taken up, if such slave shall

have been absent more than two days; and nine-pence per mile for each slave, for
226.

every
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-every mile heshe or they shall be so conveyed ; and if such owner, renter or employer,
or the plantation or plantations to which such slave or slaves belong, shall not be
known, then he she or they shall be delivered to the provost marshal or his lawful
deputy, whois hereby required to pay the apprehender of the said slave or slaves the
reward, and the mile-money before mentioned, andthe said provost marshal or his
lawful deputy, to keep the said slave or slaves in safe custody, and shall advertize him
her or them in the public gazette of this Island; but if no public gazette, then at
Scarborough, George Town and Plymouth, in this Island, for six weeks, describing
as near as may be the name, age, size, complexion or any other external mark,
whereby he she or they may be more readily known, together with the country of
the said slave or slaves, if the knowledge thereof can be obtained; and shall also,
in a list on the door of his office, insert the names, age, size, complexion, external
mark or country as above expressed ; and in case the provost marshal or his lawful
deputy fail in performing the several matters in this clause required, he shall forfeit
and pay the sum of five pounds current money of this Island to the person injured
through his neglect or refusal, to be recovered before one justice of the peace in the
manner hereafter expressed; and_ if the said slave or slaves thus advertized are not
claimed within six weeks from and after the day in which he she or they were

_ delivered into the hands of the said provost marshal or his lawful deputy, then it
shall be lawful for the said provost marshal or his lawful deputy, and he is hereby
empowered and required to sell the said slave or slaves at public outcry between the
hours of tea and twelve mid-day; and the money arising from such sale, after de-
ducting the several charges, and the gaol fees, shall be deposited in the hands of the
treasurer of this Island for the time being, to remain to the use of the public until
the owners shall appear; and the provost marshal is hereby obliged once_a year to
render in an account upon oath, and pay into the said public, treasurer for the time
being, all monies in his hands arising from the sale of runaway negroes; and
whatsoever slave or slaves take up any runaways, he she or they shall have the
benefit thereof, and if any person shall deprive any such slave of any such benefit,
he she or they shall forfeit treble the value.
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benefit to forfeit treble the value.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person whatsoever,
except the provost marshal at the gaol of Scarborough, shall keep any runaway
slave or slaves above ten days, nor shall the provost marshal or any other person
whatsoever employ any of them, or suffer him her or them in custody, to want
convenient food, water and lodging, on penalty of fifty pounds currency for every

_ such offence, to be recovered by the owner; and if the provost marshal or any
other person shall suffer such slave to die in his or their custody for want of food
and water, or dry or convenient lodging, the provost marshal, or any other person
in whose custody such slave was, shall forfeit to the owner or owners double the
value of the negro so dying, for such slave or slaves, t> be recovered by action of
debt in any court of recordwithin this Island; and the provost marshal is empow-
ered, in case any slave committed to his custody should be dangerously ill, ‘to call in
a surgeon to the assistance of the slave, whose bill the owner is to pay if claimed,
or the provost marshal to deduct out of the value if sold, and the provost marshal
May require of the person claiming such slave to make oath to the property of such
slave, or to give sufficient security for the value of such slave, that he or she is the
property of the person for whom he or she is claimed; and it shall be lawful for the
marshal to detain and keep in custody the body of such runaways so brought unto
him, until the owners of them or their assigns shall pay unto him what he so paid
to them who took them up, with two shillings and sixpence per pound for laying out
the money, and so proportionally for a greater or lesser sum, and also one shilling
and six-pence for every four-and-twenty hours the said slave or slaves hath been in
custody ; and if the said provost marshal shall willingly or negligently suffer any slave

Clanfe XV.
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or slaves to escape, or by any ways or means through his negligence, or the neglect ofany twenty-four hours
person or persons employed by him, to be out of his custody before he she or they shallfheave hath been
be duly delivered to the owner, his her or their assigns, then the marshal shall forfeit to Marshal to forfeit
the owner the value of every slave so escaping, employed, or being out. of their custody
as aforesaid, to be recovered as aforesaid: Provided always, that when such negro is
taken, he or she shall be returned to his or her owner, who shall return the valuepaid.
him by the marshal as aforesaid; and if the provost marshal or his deputy, or any other
person under them on their behalf, shall atany time presume to dispose of any slave
or slaves, not having been six weeks in his or their custody, or in any other place,
‘uanner or times than by public outcry, between the hours of ten and twelve mid-day,

at

to the owner the
value of the flaves’
allowed to efcapes
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TOBAGO. , at the town of Scarborough, he shall forfeit the value of the negro sold, to be re.
Scarborough be- covered as aforesaid: Provided always, any actions, as directed in this clause, be
tween the hours of brought within twelve months after the offence committed.
ten and twelve.

Claufe XVI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be
aeoemay, lawful for any person to destroy any plantation deserted for the space of six months,
delertedfor fix lest it become a receptacle for fugitives, and the justices in sessions, upon complaint
months. inade, whereby it shall appear to them that any such deserted plantation doth re-

main undestroyed, to the encouragement and maintenance of runaway slaves, are
hereby empowered to issue out their warrant to the commissioners of the highways
in that parish, for the destroying the provisions on the said plantation, who are here-
by required and empowered to cause the same to be done, upon the same
account and in the saine manner as if it were upon the repairing the highways,
which shall be allowed in the way-warden’s account. of labour expended on thepublic
roads,

Claufe XVII. And that slaves may have no pretence for absenting themselves from the service
Owners of planta- of their owners or renters, from the scarcity of provisions in the respective plantations,
lions to have one he jt and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That all mas-
provifions for every ters and owners of plantations which are already settled, or which shall be hereafter

five faves, under the settled, or wherecf any part has been or shall hereafter be cleared for two years, are
rnp cre nating: hereby required to have at all times one acre of ground well planted with provisions,

for every five slaves he she or they have in his her cr their plantations, under the
Juftices at thequarter penalty of ten pounds for every acre wanting; aud the justices of the peace in their
mad Julytate quarter sessions, held respectively in the months pf January and July, shall issue
two freeholdersto _ their order, directed to two of the inhabitants, being freeholders, in each and every
ates the provifion parish, to inspect the provision ground of the plantations in the parish, and to report
fpeét upon oath the Upon oath their opinion of the sufficiency or insufficiency of the ground, or other provi-

fumciencyor infu sions of the said plautations, for the support and maintenance of the slaves belonging
TEMS thereto; and the several persons to whom the said order shall be directed, are here-

by authorized and required to enter upon the said plantations respectively, and to
examine the said provision ground and the other provisions on the said plantations,

The juftices, upon Within forty days, and to makea return upon oath, on the said order, to any neigh-
bene, of the ground bouring justice of the peace, with their opinion of the sufficiency or insufficiency of
iffueaprecept toa _ the said ground, and other provisions, for the support and maintenance of the slaves
conftable to fummon belonging to each plantation respectively; and if it shall, upon such return, appear
rereee wate "P- to the justices that such ground or other provisions are insufficient for the support
quarter feffions,to and maintenance of the slaves belonging to any settled plantation, or to any planta-
thew caufe why the tions whereof any part shall have been cleared for two years, then the said justice to
not be levied; and Whom the said return shall be made, shall immediately issue a precept under his

ein appear,or hand and seal, directed to any constable of this Island, requiring him to summon the
ing fafficrent caufe Proprietor or renter of such plantation, or their or either of their attornies ; if none
of excufe; the such on the Island, then the managerto appear at the next court of quarter sessions
Pod ce the ad”__ to shew cause why the said penalty of ten pounds should not be levied ; and if such
farer for the public proprietor, renter, attorney, or manager, upon being duly summoned ten days before
resOFtheTland, to the meeting of the sessions, do not appear, or appearing do not show sufficient cause
goodsoffuch pro. Of excuse, the justices in sessions are hereby empowered to adjudge the owner or
prietor, renter of such plantation to pay the penalty aforesaid to the treasurer, for the public

uses of the Island; and by warrant, in the nature of an execution, under the hand of
Proprietors of planta: the chairman, directed to the provostmarshal or his lawful deputy, to cause the same
tionsnot cleared fort be forthwith levied on the goods and chattels or slaves of such proprietor or renter;
twoyears, neglecting and in case any owner or renter of a plantation whereof no part shall have been
eeforce Cleared for the space of two years, shall fail to feed, maintain, and support his her or
10s. for everyflave their negrocs properly, then such justice shall issue his warrant, directed to any con-
on the plantation, to stable, to summon the owner, renter or manager, overseer, book-keeper or other free
jefty, servant employed thereon, or asmany of them as may be necessary, before the next

quarter sessions, to be held respectively in the months of April or October following,
and the said justices, in their quarter sessions, shall on oath examine them how the
slaves have been fed; and if it shall appear to the said justices that the slaves have
not been properly fed and maintained, owing to the default or neglect of the proprie- |
tor or renter, such cwner or renter shall forfeit ten shillings currency for each and
every slave on the plantation of such owner or renter, to the use of His Majesty, to
be paid into the hands of the treasurer for the public uses of the Island, to be levied
in manner aforesaid.

And
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all slaves shall. have good

and sufficient clothing once im every year, or on or before the twenty-fifth day of

December, under the penaltyofthirty shillings for every slave really wanting clothes,

to be recovered before any justice of the peace, upon the evidence of any white

person, one. half to the informer, and the other half to purchase clothes for the

slave so wanting. ~
*

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person shall

willingly or wickedly kill a negro or slave, he she or they so offending, being thereof

convicted by verdict or confession, shall be adjudged guilty of murder, and the

offender suffer death for the said crime, according to the laws of England, forfeiture

of lands and tenements, goods and chattels only excepted; and in case any slave or

slaves shall be thought by his her or their master or mistress, owner or renter, or by

the chief manager, or other person having the care and direction of any slave or

slaves deserving punishment, it shall be lawful to chain such slave or slaves, and

punish him her or them by a moderate whipping of, or some other moderate

correction suitable to the fault; but it shall not be lawful for any person cr persons

whatsoever to torture or mutilate slaves, or punish ‘them with cruelty; and every

person offending herein may be punished with fine and imprisonment in any courtof

oyer and terminer, or other court of criminal jurisdiction in this Island: Provided

nevertheless, that if any person shall kill a slave stealing or running away, that shall

by night be found out of his owner's ground, road or path, and refuse to submit,

such person shall not be liable to any damage, prosecution or action for the same,

any law custom or usage to the contrary notwithstanding.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That when any slave shall be

put to death for running away, or. for any other felony whatsoever, the person or

persons owning and entitled to such slave, shall receive out of the public treasury of

this Island the value of such slave so put to death, to be settled upon oath by the

freeholders who shall have sat upon his or her trial, to be sworn before some justice
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of the peace of this Island; and such oath and value to be certified by the justice of ©

peace before whom taken, under his hand and seal, so as the same doth not exceed

fifty pounds current money of this Island.

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That where one

slave shall murder arother, the price paid by the public on executing the murderer

shall be equally divided between the owner of the offender and the owner of the

slave slain, any thing herein to the contrary hereof notwithstanding.

Claufe XXI.
One flave killing
another, the price
paid by the publicon
executing the mur-
derer, to be equally

divided between the owners of the murderer and murdered.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That for all capital offences

whatsoever committed by slaves after the passing of this Act, it shall and may be

lawful for the justices and freeholders, before whom such negro orother slave shall

be tried, to adjudge such and so many of the said slaves that shall be convicted be-

fore them to death, as the said justices and freeholders shall think proper for the

public safety, or to order guch negro or other slaves as they shall think proper to be

transported at the expense of the owner or owners of such slave or slaves, or inflict

such other punishment as they in their discretion shall think fit; and that when

only one, or less than the whole of the criminals, shall suffer death, as exemplary to

athers, the rest shall be returned to the owner or owners, after having received such

corporal punishment: as the said justices and freeholders shall think fit to inflict;

which owner or owners of the slave or slaves so delivered back shall bear propor-

tionably the loss of the slave or slaves so put to death; and the owner of the slave

or slaves so put to death, with the.owner or owners of the slave or slaves not exe-

cuted, shall pay proportionally the damage done by the said criminals to the party

or parties injured as shall be allowed them by the justices and freeholders as afore-

said, not exceeding the value of the slave execute

And be it further enacted by the. authority aforesaid, That if any slave shall

commit felony, (running away excepted) and the same be made known to the

master, mistress, owner or renter of such slave, and such master, mistress,

owneror renter of such slave being on this Island, shall conceal such crime,

and shall neglect to prosecute such slave for the space of six weeks next after

the crime shall be made known to him her or them as aforesaid, and the

slave being in his master’s, mistress’s, owner's or renter’s service, custody or power

as aforesaid, after such crimes committed, that thon and in such case, if any other

226, "person
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person or persons shall prosecute such slave, and the slave be thereof lawfully corie
victed, the owner or renter of such slave shall be, and is and are hereby debarred
from having or receiving from the public treasury of this Istand any sum or sums of
money or other consideration for the slave so convicted; and the price, which should
otherwisé be paid for such negtoes by the public, shall be paid to the informer out
of the public treasury; any former law or any thing herein contained to the contrary
notwithstanding; provided such information and prosecution be given and begin
within thirty days after the said six weeks.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person or per:
sons shall hereafter send off, or cause to be sent off this Island, any negro or other
slave belonging to him her or them, who hath killed or shall kill another negro of
negroes, slave or slaves, he she or they shall pay unto the owner of such slave so
killed as aforesaid, the value of the slave so killed, to be recovered by the owner of
the slave killed, from the person sending the murderer off the Island, in any court of
record in this Island.

And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That
any free persoh whatsoever, who shall hereafter sell; barter or give to a slave any
fire-arm, cutlass, or other offensive weapon, -he she or they shall forfeit a sum not
exceeding fifty pounds for each offence, to be recovered’ before any two justices of
the peace, which justices are hereby authorized to hear and examine into the merits
of the same, and upon neglect or refusal to pay the said forfeiture, they are hereby
required and directed to issue their warrants under their hands and seals, in nature
of an execution, directed to the provost marshal of the said Island, to levy the same
on the goods and chattels of the offender; and the goods and chattels so levied upon,
the provost marshal is hereby authorized and required to sell at public outcry, be-
tween the hours of ten and twelve mid-day, first giving ten days notice in the most
public manner, if the said forfeiture, with the charges of levying, and the expenses
of removing and maintaining the said chattels (if living creatures) be not paid at or
before the time appointed for sale; and it shall and may be lawful for the provost
marshal to retain to his own use, out of the monies arising from such sale, at and
after the rate of five pounds for one hundred pounds upon the amount of the fors
feiture incurred, and also all such reasonable. expenses as he may have been at or
paid for removing the goods and maintaining the chattels, if any of them be living
creatures; and after deducting the said forfeitures and the charges aforesaid, the
overplus, if any, shall be returned to the defendant; and the said provost marshal is
further required to levy, as nearly as possible, on good and chattels sufficient to satisfy
the forfeitures and charges, and no more; and if the party offending shall not have
goods and chattels sufficient to satisfy the same, then the provost marshal is required to
attach the body of the said offender, and him in the common gaol, or other public
place of confinement, in safe custody to keep, until he sha!l satisfy and pay the same.
And whereas great abuses, and dangerous riots and disturbances, have resulted in

other islands and countries, from the practice of selling spirituous and other liquors
to slaves, to the great injury of their healths, and the sitet destruction of all order
and discipline among them; for the remedy whereofand the prevention of the same,
BE it and it is hereby further enacted and ordained by the authority. aforesaid, That
if any free person whatsoever shall sell, give or barter rum, or any other spirituous
or fermented liquors, to or with any slave, without a permission in writing from the
owner or employer of such slave, be or she shall forfeit a sum not less than ten nor
exceeding fiity pounds current money of this Island, to be recovered before any one
justice of the peace, on conviction thereof by any one suiiicient evidence, one half
to the use of the informer, and the other half to be paid into the public treasury of
this Island for the public uses thereof.
And whereas great mischief may arise from a number of negroes belonging to

different plantations assembling together, BE. it and it is hereby further enacted and
ordained by the authority aforesaid, That if any owner or renter, manager or over-
secr, or other white person having the charge and direction of a plantation in this
Island, shall permit any slave or slaves belcnging thereto to beat any drum or drums,
empty casks or boxes, or great gourds, or to blow horns, shells, or other loud instru-
ments upon such plantations, or allow slaves belonging to other persons or planta-
tions to assemble and mix with their own, for that or any other bad purpose, such
person shall forfeit the sum of ten pounds, to be recovered before any one justice of
the peace,” *

236. , And
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And be it and it is hereby enacted by the .autliority aforesaid, That. all owners,
renters, or employers of slaves, or managers, or overseers, or other persons having
the charge and direction of any plantation or slaves in this Island, shall, sonie time

in the first week in the months of January, April, July and October, in each and every
_ year, give in upon oath to some justice of thé peace of the parish he or she lives in
(which oath such justice is hereby empowered and required to administer wathout fee
or reward,) a list of their runawayslaves, mentioning their names, sizes, ages, and de-
scribing them by such external marks as they shall be acquainted with, and the time
or times. when such slaves absented themselves, under the. penalty and forfeiture of
five pounds for each neglect so to do, which forfeiture shall be recovered before’ any
one justice of the peace for this Island, and the payment thereof enforced in the man-
rier hereinbefore directed; and the justices are hereby required to return such lists
within fourteen days into the register’s office, and the register is required to enter the
same in a book to be by him kept for that purpose only; and that for his trouble he
shall be entitled to receive nine-pence per head for each runaway negro so entered,
out of the public treasury of this Island, to be paid at each time the said lists shall be
returned into the office. Oo oo oo

to gd. per head for each runaway negro fo entered, to be paid out

| And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid; That no person whatsoever
shall permit or give leave to any slave or slaves of their own or -under their care, to
hire out themselves; ov if any person whatsoever shall hire any slave or slaves in any
other way-‘than of their masters, mistresses, or other perons empowered to let the
said slave or slaves to hire, or permit them to travel about the country; or if any
owner or owners shall contract with his her or their slave or slaves, for any sum of
money, or other consideration whatever, togive liberty to the said slave or slaves to
employ themselves as they shall think fit, paying such sum of money, or other consi-
deration, he she-or they shall forfeit thé sum of ten pounds.

And whereasdivers mutattoes, Indians; and negroes, have of late been frequently
employed inhawking and selling from place to place all manner of goods, wares, and,
merchandizes, which are commonly used and sold in this Island, which practice tends
to the manifest prejudice of trade, and to many other dangerous consequences; BE
it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no mulatto, Indian, or negro
whatsoever, shall hawk or carry about to sell from place to place, or shall sell in any
open street or market anysort or sorts ofgoods, wares, or merchandizes, or any sort
of produce, such as rum, sugar, cotton, ginger, coffee, cocoa, or any other product
whatsoever, on penalty of forfeiture of all and every such goods, wares, and merchan-
dizes, or produce as shall be so hawked or carried, or exposed to be sold or disposed
of, andthe further pain of such corporal punishment as any magistrate in his discre-
tion shall think fit to appoint: Provided always, that nothing herein contained shall
extend to or be deemed or taken to extend to prevent the carrying about, selling, and
disposing of all and all manner of provisions, fruits, fresh fish, milk, poultry, and
other small stock of all kinds, but that the same may be carried about, sold, and dis-
posed of as formerly, provided the slave or slaves hath or have a ticket from their
master, owner, or overseer, to authorize the same.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be
lawful for the justice or justices, and freeholders aforesaid, in the several clauses in
this Act mentioned, to do their several and respective duties, when martial law shall
happen to be in force, any law custom or usage to the contrary notwithstanding.

_ And be it and it is hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the
justices of this Isiand, at their sessions in October in every year, shall limit and ap-
Point the number of holidays that shall be given to slaves at Christmas.
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And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any provost marshal or his law-
fut deputy, or any constable shall refuse or neglect to do their respective duties pursuant
to this Act, he or they shall each forfeit twenty pounds current money of this Island,
for each offence, to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, for the public uses of this
Island, forfeit

_ And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all penalties mentioned
in this Act, and not declared where they shall be recovered or howdisposed of, not
exceeding ten pounds, shall be recovered by warrant from any justice of the peace;
and all penalties exceeding ten pounds shall be recovered by action ofdebs, bill,

piaint,

Claufe XXXIIT.
The provott marthal,
his deputy, or con-
ftabies, refufing to:
do their duty, to
204, for each offence,

Claufe XXXIV.
Penalties how to be
applied. .
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Clause If,

‘Under penalty of
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plaint, or information, in any court of recordwithin this Island ; one moiety orhalf

part of all such forfeitures shall be to our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and

successors, for and towards the public uses of this Island, and the contingent

charges thereof, and the other moiety or half part to the informer, or him or them

chat shall sue for the same. .

Anditis hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all actions or

prosecutions for the recovery of fines, forfeitures, or penalties incurred by virtue of

this Act, be brought within twelve months after the cause of action or prosecution

shall arise. , . .

And it is hereby further enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That in
every action, suit, indictment, information, or prosecution, wherein any person shall
be sued or prosecuted for doing any thing by virtue of this Act, the person or persons
so sued or prosecuted may plead the general issue, and give this Act in evidence in
any court within this Island; and ifthere be a verdict for such partyprosecuted, the

prosecutor shall pav treble costs; and this Act shall be deemed a public Act; and
all judges, justices, and juries, are hereby required to take notice thereof accord-
ingly, . ot

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That an Act of this Island,
made and passed in the eighth year of His Majesty’s reign, intituled, “‘ An Act for

the good order and government of Slaves, and for keepmg them under proper re-

straint, for establishing the method of Trial in capital Cases, and other Regulations for
the greater security of that part of the Inhabitants Property,” be and it is hereby
repealed.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act, or any thing herein
contained, shall not be in force or effect until His Majesty shall have signified his
pleasure concerning the same.

An ACT for establishing Regulations respecting Slaves arriving in this
Island, or resident therein, except such as are imported direct from the
Coast of Africa. [Passed 31st May 1794; revived 12th October 1799.]

WHEREAS for several years past a spirit of anarchy and insubordination,
and a desire to subvert all order and good government, have existed in the French
colonies, and spread their baneful influence among the slaves, and given them ideas
of equality and liberty totally subversive of all good government : And whereas it is
expedient and necessary, for the safety and tranquillity of this His Majesty’s Island
of Tobago, that means should be adopted for preventing such‘destructive principles
from being introduced among our slaves, either from those Islands, or from such
other parts where the same may have extended, and to correct and remedy the
sane, if already introduced here; BE it therefore enacted by His Majesty's most
loyal subjects, the governor in chief, the council, and general assembly of this His
Majesty’s Island of Tobago, and it-is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That atter the publication of this Act, and during the continuance of the same, the
master of every ship or vessel which may arrive in any port or place in this Island.
shall, immediately on his arrival, declare in writing to the collector or comptroller,
or other chief officers of the customs for this Island, whether there are to the best
of his knowledge any slave or slaves on board his said vessel, and also specify the
place he or they came from, his her or their destination, and such other circum-
stances respecting them as may be within his knowledge..

And be it further enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the
master or commander of every ship or vessel, so arriving as aforesaid, who shall
neglect or refuse to make such declaration as aforesaid, shall for every such offence
forfeit and pay the sum of thirty-three pounds current money for each and every
such slave who shall have been on board at the arrival of such ship or vessel as
aforesaid, whom he shall have wilfully neglected or refused to declare as aforesaid,

one moiety whereof shall be to the informer, and the other moiety for the public use
of the Island ; the above penalty to be recovered before any one or more justice
or justices of the peace acting in this Island, by the confession of the party, or on
the oath of one or more credible witness or witnesses; and in case such master or

commander
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commander as aforesaid shall neglect or refuse forthwith to pay such penalty as | TOBAGO

he sball be adjudged to pay inthe manner aforesaid, that it shall and may be law- ~

ful for the collector or comptroller, or other chief officer of the customs, to detain

such ship or vessel as aforesaid, until the same be so paid.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no permit shall be Clause IIL.

granted by the collector or comptroller, or other principal officer of His Majesty’s puch slaves notto be

customs, to land any such slaves as aforesaid, without permission in writing being miffion in writing

frst had and obtained from his excellency the governor or commander in chief for from the governor

the time being, who, on report to him being made of such slave or slaves being of emmander in
imported, is hereby authorized and required to order the master or commander, ©

the officers or marmers of the vessel importing such slave or slaves, and the slaves

themselves, if necessary, to appear before him ; as also all or every. person to whom

the said slave or slaves shall or may be consigned, or whomay.have any interest

therein, and shall then require them to answer on_oath all such questions as he may

choose ‘to put to them, respecting the slave or slaves so imported as aforesaid, in

order to obtain a full and. distinct knowledge of the principles and morals of the’

said slave or slaves, the reason why they were imported, and every such matter or

thing as may enable him. to judge whether they may be permitted to be landed for

the purposeof being sold, without prejudice to the tranquillity or safety of the

colony, or danger to the morals or principles of the slaves residing in it; and after

_due examination so taken by his excellency the governor or commander in chief as

aforesaid, he shall certify under his hand and seal, to the master or commander of

such ship or vessel importing such slave or slaves as aforesaid, whether the whole,

or any number of the said slave or slaves may be landed; which certificate shall

contain @ particular denomination of the names, sex and description of such slaves

soto be landed; and shall forthwith be lodged with the collectoror comptroller of

His Majesty’s customs, and is and shall be to them a sufficient authority.for granting

permission to land the slave or slaves so enumerated and described in the said

certificate.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any slave or slaves, Clause IV. ;

not direct from the coast of Africa, shall be landed in this Island, after the publi-Slaveslanded wit

cation of this Act, and during the continuance of the same, without a permission inforfeited. a

writing, signed by the collector or comptroller, or other principal efficer of His

Majesty's customs, conformable to the certificate of his excellency the governor or

commander in chief for the time being, lodged with them, any such slave or slaves

so landed are hereby declared to be forfeited.

And be it hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it is lawful for any Clave v.

free person to give information against such slave or slaves so landed as aforesaid, Slaves landed with-
: out permiffion, how

to any justice of the peace; and the justice of the peace to whom such information to be taken up. and

is given, is hereby authorized and required to issue his warrant to a constable, to fey the provoft
“ * arinal.

bring. the said slave or slaves before him ; and if on examination he finds the infor-

" mation to be true, he is then to commit him or them to thecustody of the provost
marshal, who is hereby authorized and required to sell the said slave or slaves by

public outcry, in the town of Scarborough, within ten days, subject to a bond with

two good and sufficient securities, to oblige the purchaser orpurchasers to return the

aid slave to the place from which he last came, under the penalty of fifty pounds

current money; and any person orpersons who shall give informationto any of His

Majesty’s justices of the peace, of any such slave or slaves so landed without per-

mission as aforesaid, and which shall, in consequence of such information, be com-
initted to the custody of the provost marshal for the purposes above mentioned, he

‘she or they are hereby entitled to and shall receive the sum of twenty-five pounds

for every such slave or slaves, to be paid by the treasurer of this Island, on receipt.

of a warrant under the hand and seal of the governor or commander in chief for the.

time being, and which warrant the said governor or commander in chief is hereby

authorized and required to issue, on receiving a certificate of such information and

commitment from the justice or justices of the peace to whom the information was

given. |

And be it hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That in case any slave Claufe Vt.

or slaves, now in this Island, whether imported directfrom the coast ofAfrica, or from Slaves Tend hewing

any other place, shall by words, actions, or otlierwise howsoever, endeavour to excite anyfpirit fornro. |

sedition, promote conspiracies, or spread a spirit ofrevolt, mutiny, ordisobedience, eithermoting, feditions | be

Against theirrespeetive owners, or the government, magistrates, or white inhabitants Peedanddifpofedof.

226, of.
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Claufe VII.
Slaves convicted on
information of their
matters to be ap-
praifed,

.and the value.paid to
their mafters.

Claufe VITI.
This A& to con-
tinfe in force three
years,
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of this Island, it shall and may be lawful to hold the same court for trials as provided
by the Slave Act; and in case such slave or slaves shall be convicted thereof, then,
'in addition to such punishment as may be provided by the laws for such crimes(if
such punishment shall not extendto death,) the members of the said court shall order
such slave or slaves to remain in the custody of the provost marshal or his lawful de-
puty, and shall certify their proceedings to the governor or commander in chief for the
time being, within five days of the time of their last sitting; and it shall and may be
lawful to and for such governor or commander in chief for the time being, to issue
his warrant to the provost mashal or his lawful deputy, to sell such slave or slavesby
public outcry, in manner hereinbefore mentioned, but subject to a bond from the
purchaser or puchasers, to transport such slave or slaves to the place from whence
they last came, or to such place, or one of such places as the said governor or com- *
mander in chief for the time being shall, by warrant under his hand and seal (and
which he is hereby authorized to issue), direct and appoint; and the said provost
marshal shall within ten days after the receipt of such warrant, proceed to execute
the same, and forthwith certify to the governor or commander in chief for the time
being, the manner of his executing the same; and the said provost marshal or his
deputy shall be entitled to retain out of the purchase money of any slave or slaves
sold by virtue of this Act, at the rate of five pounds for every hundred pounds of the
produce of such sale, and pay the remainder into the hands of the treasurer, for the
public uses of this Island.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any slave
or slaves shall be convicted and sold in the manner mentioned in the last clause,’
upon the information of the master or owner of such slave or slaves, or of his or.
their attorney, manager, overseer, book-keeper or other white person acting in their
behalf, or being in their actual service, and the same be certified by the Court to
the governor and by him to the provost marshal, that then, previously to any sale of
such slave or slaves, the same shall be valued by: two indifferent persons to be
appointed by the said provost marshal, who in case ofdisagreement-are hereby
authorized to call in a third and be guided by his decision ; and the said valuation
shall be certified by the provost marshal to the governor or commander in chief
for the time being, in his certificate of the sale of such slave or slaves, and the
governor or commander in chief for the time being shall issue a warrant under his
and and seal to the public treasurer, for the payment of the whole amount of

such valuation to such master or mistress or owner, in addition to the reward heyein-
before made payable as he she or they shall be entitled thereto; but in case the
information on which such slave or slaves shall be convicted as aforesaid, shall be
given by any person or persons other than the master, mistress or owner of such
slave or slaves, or his her or their attorney, manager, overseer, book-keeper, or some
person acting in his her or their behalf, or in his her or their actual service, then
the governor or commander in chief for the time being shall issue his warrant to
the public treasurer, for the payment of no other or further sums than the actual
money received by the sale of such slave or slaves, after deducting thereout the sum
hereinbefore directed to be paid to the provost marshal for his trouble, and also
deducting the reward payable to the person giving such information as aforesaid,
andall other expenses attending such sale; which sum shall be accepted and taken
by such master, mistress or owner, in full compensation for the value of the slave
or slaves to be sold in manner hereinbefore directed; and in case no person shall
offer himself a bidder for the slave or slaves by this Act.directed to be exposed to
sale, then the provost marshal shall keep such slave or slaves in confinement, and
certify thesame to the. governor or commander in chief for the time being, who shall,
by and with the advice of His Majesty's council of this Island, take such steps and
give such directions therein as shall appear most beneficial to this colony, and be
agreeable to justice, equity and humanity.

And be it further.enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall continue
and be in force for three years from the publication thereof, and until the next
meeting of the legislature after the expiration ofthe said three years.
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An ACT to prevent more effectually Slaves absenting themselves from the service
of their Masters, Owners or Renters. [6th November 1807,.]

WHEREAS it has of late been the practice of the negroes upon some estates
in this Island, to absent themselves in gangs from the service of their masters,
owners or renters, to the evil example of others and the terror and danger of the
inhabitants of this Island; BE it therefore enacted by His Majesty’s most dutiful
and loyal subjects, the captam general and governor in chief of His Majesty’s
Island of Tobago, and the council and general assembly of the same, and it is
hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That from and after the publication
of this Act, if any slave or slaves shall absent themselves without tickets, or run
away in any number or gang, amounting to two or more, from any plantation to
which such slaves belong, or if not belonging to a plantation, shall absent themselves
without tickets, or run away from their masters, owners or renters, in gangs amount-
ing to two or more, for any space of time whatever, one or more of the said slaves,
such as shall appear to be ringleaders and the greatest offenders, shall suffer death,
or such other punishment as the persons appointed to try slaves under and by
virtue of an Act intituled, “An Act for the good order and government of Slaves;
and for repealing an Act of this Island, intituled, “ An Act for the good order and:
government of Slaves, and for keeping them under proper restraint, for establishing
the method of trial in capital cases, and other regulations for the greater security of
that part of the inhabitants property,” shall direct; and the remainder of such slaves
shall suffer such whipping or other punishment as such persons shall think proper
to order. :

And be it further enacted by the authorityaforesaid, That any slave orslaves
offending against this Act, shall be subject and liable to be apprehended and tried
in the same manner, and im the same court of justices and freeholders, as slaves are
made subject and liable to be apprehended and tried, under and by virtue of the
above recited Act.

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That there shall be
paid to the provost marshal or. his lawful deputy, four shillings and sixpence currency,
for each, and no more, for receiving into, and letting out of gaol, any slave or slaves
committed by virtue of this Act.

Alexander Buchanan, Speaker.

' Passed the House of Assembly this twenty-eighth day of October one thousand
eight hundred and seven. -

Neil Stewart, Clerk of the Assembly,

Passed the Council, this fourth day of November one thousand eight hundred and
- seven. . S. Hall, Clerk of the Council.

Assented to, November the sixth, one thousand eight hundred and seven.

W. Young, Governor.

Proclaimed, this ninth day of November one thousand eight hundred and seven.
. W. Smith, Dep. Pro. Marshal.

 

An ACT to amend an Act, intituled, “ An Act to prevent the clandestine
departure of Persons from the Island.”—[29th April 1814.]

WHEREAS great inconvenience has arisen from persons underwriting others
_ whose names are set up in the secretary’s office previously to their leaving the Island,
by virtue of an Act, intituled, “ An Act to prevent the clandestine departure of
Persons from the Island ;” for remedy whereof, BE it and it is hereby enacted
and ordained by His Majesty’s most loyal and dutiful subjects, his excellency
Sir William Young, baronet, captain general and governor in chief in and over
His Majesty’s Island ofTobago, the council and general assembly of tlie said Island,
and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every person underwriting
another whosename is set up in the secretary’s office, shall, previously to underwriting,
make a positive affidavit of the debt due to him by the person he is about to under-

write,

TOBAGO.
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Perion fo manumit: sury of this Island; and the person so manumitted by will, and whose receipt from
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TOBAGO. write, before one of the justices of the court of Common Pleas, and lodge the same
in the secretary's office: and without such affidavit, no underwriting shall prevent
the secretary from issuing a ticket toa person setting up his name, as isdirectedby
the said recited Act; any thing in the said Act to the contrary notwithstanding.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the secretary of the Island
shall publish in the gazette of this Island eyery week, the names of persons
putting up their names to depart the Island; and also shall publish thedate- of
his issuing tickets, whether taken out by complying with the setting up of the name
for fourteen days, or upon giving security: Provided always, that it shall not be
necessary to publish any name more than once; and the secretary shall be at liberty to
charge therefor the sum of one shilling and sixpence currency; and in case of neglect,
the secretary shall be liable to an action of damages at the suit of any person
proving himself or herself endamaged by such neglect.

James M. Collier, Speaker.

Passed the House of Assembly, this twenty-ninth day of April one thousand eight
hundred and fourteen.

James Wiilcock, Clerk of General Assembly.
John Baifour, President,

Passed the Council, the twenty-ninth day of April one thousand eight hundred
and fourteen. Samuel Hall, Clerk of Council.

Tobago, Council chamber, April twenty-ninth, one thousand eight hundred and
fourteen. Assent given, 7. Young, Governor.

Tobago, 30th April one thousand eight hundred and fourteen ; and duly published
this thirtieth April one thousand eight hundred and fourteen.

Gideon Gilman, D. P. Marshal.

 

An ACT to compel persons manumitting Slaves in this Island, to provide for
their support, and to restrict Manumission of Slaves belongimg to other Islands.
[19 October 1814.]

Preamble. WHEREAS many slaves have been manumitted by their owners, without any
provision being made for their support, by reason whereof they have become subject
to want, and burthensome to the public; and slaves belonging to other Islands have
been manumitted here, in abuse of the regulations existing in such Islands; for remedy

Clanfe I. thereof, BE it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by His Majesty’s most dutiful
and loyal subjects, his excellency Sir William Young, baronet, captain general and

No manumiffion jg Bovernor in chief in and over the Island of Tobago and its dependencies, the council
aeeeii outlic andgeneral assembly of the same, That from and after the publication of this Act,
treafurer’s receipt be NO manumission whatever shall be deemed valid for the purpose of manumitting any
indorfed upon itfor slave whatever, and entitling him or her to the privileges of free subjects, unless the
Every fuch manu- public treasurer’s receipt be indorsed upon such manumission, for the sum of. one
mission to be record- hundred pounds currency, which shall be paid into the public treasury of the Island
ed in the secretaries by the owner of the slave intended to be manumitted, or b erson in hioffice. y the own m , or bysome person in his or
Every perfon having her behalf; and every manumission, with the treasurer’s receipt endorsed upon the
sacieled toBloor back of it, shall be recorded in the secretary's office of this Island, before the person
annum during na- tmanumitted shall be entitled to receive the dividends hereinafter provided; and the
tural life. person so manumitted, and whose manumission, with the treasurer’s receipt, shall

have been recorded, shall be entitled to receive from the public treasurer, who is
hereby directed to pay such person the sum of eight pounds currency per annum, -in

At deceafe, fam paid equal half-yearly payments, except as is hereinafter excepted, for and during the
thall remain for term of his or her natural life, to be computed from the date of the treasurer's re-
public ufes of the ceipt, and after such persons decease, the sum paid into the public treasury shall be
colony. and remain for the public uses of the colony.

Clause 1 And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no manumis-o manumiffion . oe apt ‘under lat will and Sion under and by virtue of the last will and testament of any person whatever, shall
teftament totake take effect for the purpose of manumitting the person left free by.such last will and
oe intoTreeiiny. testament, until the sum. of one hundred pounds currencybepaid into the public trea-

ted, and receiptduly _ 506, the
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the public treasurer shall be duly recorded, shall be entitled to the same dividend,
and payable in like manner, as is ordered in the former clause of this Act; and the
sum for which the receipt is given shall, after the decease of the person left free,
remain in like manner to the public uses of the colony.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no manumission of a slave or
slaves belonging to other Islands shall be proved or recorded without the receipt
required being thereon indorsed, and the secretary of the Island is hereby required
not to record any such manumission, without such receipt, under the penalty of one
hundred pounds currency.

_ And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no dividends shall be payable
upon sums paid into the public treasury to give effect to manumissions of slaves
belonging to other Islands, but the sum required by this Act to be paid. into the
public treasury, shall be applicable immediately to the public uses of the colony.

TOBAGO.

recorded, entitled to
fame dividend as

ordered in former claufe.

Claufe IIT.
Manumiffion of flave
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be proved orrecorded
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thereon.—Secretary not to record manumiffion without receipt, under penalty of 1004.

Claufe IV.
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- donging to other Iflands; but {ums fo paid, thall be applicable immediately to public ules of the colony.

Passed the House of Assembly, the fourteenth day of October one thousand
eight hundred and fourteen.

(Signed) James Wilcock, Clerk of General Assembly.
(Signed) Elphinstone Piggott, .

Speaker of the House of General Assembly.

Passed the Council, the fourteenth day of October one thousand eight hundred
and fourteen. _

(Signed) Samuel Cor, Acting Clerk of the Council.
(Signed) John Balfour, President ofthe Council.

Tobago, nineteenth October one thousand eight hundred and fourteen; duly
published this day.

(Signed) Gid. Gilman, Deputy Provost Marshal.

Tobago, at GoveramentHouse, October seventeenth, one thousand eight hundred
and fourteen, on part of executive Government.

Assent given by
(Signed) Wiliam Young, Governor.
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