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Colonial Laws respecting Slaves.

S —

RETURN made in pursuance of an Address of The House
of Commons to His Royal Highness The Prince Regent
voted on the 12th of July 1815 ;—for

Copies of, or Extracts from,v all such Laws as have been
enacted, in any of the Colonies belonging to His
Maj_esty., in America or the West Indies, relative to the
Importation of Suaves into the said. Colonies, or to
the Protection or good Government of Slaves, or
People of Colour, since the Year 1788 :—Also,

RETURN made in pursuance of an Order of The House
of Commons, of the 27th March 1816 ;—for '

A detailed Schedule of the Colonial Acts, presented on
the first of March instant, arranging the same in
the Order of their dates, in each Island or Colony
respectively, and giving their Titles at length.

Qrdered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed,
5 April 1816.
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LIST of COLONTAL LAWS respecting SLAVES:

( Presented in pursuance of an Order of the House of Commons,
dated 27 March 1816;) Via.

ANTIGUA.

28th’ December 1797.—An Act to repeal the fortieth and forty-first clauses of an
Act of this Island, intituled, “ An Act for attainting several Slaves now run away
from their Masters Services, and for the better government of Slaves, datea the

 ninth day of December in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and

twenty-three ;” and to make persons charged with and found guilty of the murder of
Slaves, liable and subject to the same pains and penalties as are inflicted for the

anurder of Free persons. - - - - - - - - - P 9
g8th February 1798.—An Act for seitling and regulating the trial of criminal
aves by jury. | - - - - - - - - - . p. 10

BAHAMAS.

‘-23;3 December 17§5.—An Act to prohibit the selling, purchasing, hiring or

-employing of certain Foreign Slaves, except as is therein excepted; for authorizing

¢

the Provost Marshal to $éll; confine and transport the same ; and for other pur-

poses therein mehtioned: - = = - -« = = =  Dp.13
1796.—An Actito consolidate and bring into one Act the several laws relating to

Slaves, and for giving them further protection and security ; for altering the mode of
trial .of Slaves charged with capital offences; for suspending the several Acts and
.clauses of Acts therein mentioned, and for other purposes. - - p- 15

1800.—An Act for the more effectually to prevent the desertion of Slaves, and
for other purposes therein mentioned. - - - - - - P. 27

1802.—An Act to further continue an Act, intituled, “ An Act to bring into one
Act the several Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further protection and

- security ; for altering the mode of ‘trial of 'Slaves~'cha‘ll‘ged with .capital offences; for

suspending the several Acts and clauses of Acts therein mentioned, ‘and for other
purposes.” o - - - - - - - - p. 28

2gth December 1802.—~An Act to continue an Act for the more effectually to

prevent the desertion of Slaves, and for other purposes thercin mentioned. - p. 29

gtst December 1803.—An Act to continue in-force an Act to prohibit the pur-
chasing, selling, hiring or employing of certain Foreign Slaves, except as therein

.cxcepted, and for other purposes therein mentioned. - - - - ibid.

14th January ‘1805.—An Act for fixing the mode of trying Questions relative to

the’ freedom of Negroes and other persons of “Colour, and for suspending certain

Acts therein mentioned. - - - - - - - - ibid.

29th February 1 ‘E’gb‘S.-_-f_&ﬂ Act to-continue an Act passed in the forty-fifth year
of His Majesty’s. reign, intituled, “ An Act for trying Questions relative to the
Freedom of Negroes and-other persons of Colour, and for suspending certain Acts

~ .therein mentioned.” - - - - - - - - p. 31

31st December 1808.—An Act:to prevent persons on Turks Islands from

sretailing spirituous liquors, without being licenced, from trafficking with Slaves, and

for other purposes therein mentioned, and to suspend so much of an Act, intituled,
“ An_Act to amend an Act made and passed in the forty-fifth year of His Majesty’s
reign, intituled, * An Act to prevent Persons on the Out-Islands retailing spirituous

:liquors without being licenced, from trafficking with Slaves, and for other purposes

therein mentioned, as extends to Turks Islands aforesaid.” - - - ibid. -

st Decembér



LIST OF COLONIAL LAWS RESPECTING SLAVES. 3

31st December 1808.—An Act for regulating the hire of Slaves, carts, waggons -

and drays, and for other purposes therein mentioned.” - - - p- 32

315t December 1808.—An Act to continue in force an Act to prohibit the pus-
chasinig, selling, hiring or employing of certain Foreign Slaves, except as therein
excepted, and for other purposes therein mentioned. - - - - p- 34

3d November 1809.—An Act to further continue an Act, iatituledy “ An Act to
bring into ouc Act the several Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further
protection and security, for altering the mode of tiial of Slaves charged with capital
Offences, for suspending the several Acts and clauses of Acts therein mentioned,

and for other purposes”. . - - - - - - - - ibid.
BARBADOS.

12th May 1801.—An Act to increase the sum. made payable by former Laws on
the manumission of a Slave, and for their better support when manumitted.  p. 34

oth April 1805.-—An Act for the better protection of the Slaves of this

Island. - - - - - - - - = - - 'p36
4th November 1806.—An Act for the punishment of such Slaves as shall be
found practising Gbeah. - - - - - - - - ibid.

14th- March 1809.——-An Act to remove doubts concerning the trial of Slaves
manumitted after the commission of felonies of which they may stand accused. 'p. 37
BERMUD A/

/ ;
17th July 1789.—An Act to repeal an Act, infituled, ““ An Act for the security of
the Subject, to prevent the forfeiture of life an_gY estate upon killing a Negro or other

Slave.” = - - - - - - - - - - - p- 38

gth August 1806.—An Act to regulate the -emancipation of Slaves, and to dis-

able Free Negroes and persons of Colour from being seised of real estate. ibid.
DOMINICA.

15th March 1793.—An Act to revive and make perpetual an Act of this Istand,
intituled, “ An Act for the encouragement, protection, and better government of
Slaves.” - - - - - - - - - - - p. 40

15th March 1793.—An Actfo revive an Act of this Island, intituled, “ An Act
to establish a ompany of Rangers for the apprehending and suppressing of
runaway Slaves, and for obliging the proprietors, renters or employers of all Slaves
belonging to or employed on the several plantations and lands in' this Island to furnish
a proportion of their Slaves to be sent into the woods after and in search of
runaways, to provide officers for such company, by engaging such proper White
persons and people of Colour as may be disposed to be employed on the said
service, and for granting encouragement for the apprehending or destroying of any

of the runaways, and to empower magistrates, on the requisition of the commanding -

‘officer of the said company of rangers, to issue their warrant to call to the assistance
of the said company of rangers a certain number of Slaves from the neighbouring

plantations, in cases of emergency, and to prevent the importation of Slaves con-.
victed or knewn to have been guilty of murder, insurrection, or other capita}

offences, and to prevent the sale of gunpowder, fire arms, or other offensive weapons

to runaways. - - - - - - - - - - P41

6th December 1794.—An Act to enable the commanding officer of the cbrps of
rangers employed in suppressing the runaway Slaves, to procure such Slaves for
-guides as he shall think -best qualified to discover the camps or places of resort of the

runaways in the woods. - - = - e e . - p. 42

3oth April 1798.—An Act for the more effectual apprehending of runaway
‘Slaves, and to oblige the Provost Marshal of this Island to receive into his custody
in the common gaol, all ranaway Slaves, and to-advertise themn in the newspaper of
the Island, and if not claimed within a limited tiine, to oblige him to sell them for
‘the public benefit; for appointing a committee of the council and assembly to
inspect the common gaol from time to time, and for other -purposes in this Act
‘mentioned. . - - - - - . . - - - - ibid.
3oth April

23
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4 LIST OF COLONIAL LAWS RESPECTING SLAVES.

soth April 1798.—An Act to make the testimony of Slaves admissible in certain
cases and under certain restrictions, for a limited time, to fox'{elt runaway Slavgs who
have been abscnt from the service of their masters a certain time ; and to oblige the
inhabitants of this Island having intelligence of the situation or motions of the
runaway Slaves, to communicate the same to the persons, and in the manner
prescribed by this Act; and to prevent persons from harbouring or employing
Slaves on their plantations or in their houses, withoyt a written permission from the
owner or person having charge of such Slaves; and for other purposes. p- 45

16th October 1800.—An Act for the trial and effectual punishment of such
runaway Slaves as may hereafter be taken, and be known-to be chiefs or leaders of
camps, or bands of ranaway Slaves in the woods. - - - - p. 48

19th December 1800.—An Act for the banishing of sundry runaway Slaves
now .in confinement, and also for the banishient of such runaways of certain
descriptions as shall hercafter be taken or surrender themselves, and for other
purposes. -- - - - - - - - - - - p. 40

16th June 1810.—An Act to regulate the "mariurpitting of Slaves in this Island ;

to impose a tax upon manumissions, and to impose a tax upon all free and
: 1

manumitted persons coming to this Island. - - - - - p. 50

19th February 1811.—An Act for ascertaining the number of White persons,

Free persons of Colour, and Slaves in this Island. - - - - p 51
‘GRENADA.

24th October 1789.—An Act for obliging the owners of canoes, boats and
pettyaugers, to take out a licence, and give security that the same shall not be the
means of enabling Slaves to make their escape, or to be carried off or transported
from this Colony ; and for authorizing and enabling the Commander in Chief to hire
two small vessels to cruize round the coast for the purpose of inspecting and seizing
all such vessels as appear to be employed in carrying off Slaves, or under suspicious
circumstances of such intentions. - - - - - - - P- 55

24th October 1789.—An Act for the more effectual trial and punishment of
criminal Slaves ; and to authorize His Majesty’s justices of the peace to appoint
constables in cases of emergency. = - - - - - - - p. 56

23d August 1791.—An Act to continue an Act, intituled, “ An Act for the
more effectual trial and punishment of criminal Slaves, and to authorize His
Majesty’s justices of the peace to appoint constables in cases of emergency.” p. 58

2d April 1792.—An Act to amend an Act, intituled, “ An Act to prevent the
further sudden increase of free Negroes and Mulattoes ;” and also to amend an Act,
intitnled, “ An Act for the better government of Slaves, and for the more speedy
and effectual suppression of runaway Slaves; and to ascertain what shall be evidence
of the sealing of certificates respecting enfranchisement, as directed to be made by
the guardians of Slaves.” = - - - - - - - - ibid.

7th June 1796.—An Act for the more effectual trial and punishment of Slaves
who may have been or may hereafter be concerned in the rebellion and insurrection
now existing in this Island, - - - - - - - - p. 62

13th May 1797.—An Act for the punishment of Slaves under sentence of banish-
ment, or confinement to hard labour in chains, who shall escape or attempt to escape
from their places of confinement or employment; and to make it lawful for the
magistrates to condemn to hard labour in chains, for life or for a limited time,
Slaves convicted under the several Acts for the trial and punishment of criminal
Slaves. - - - e . - - - - =« - p 66

gth December 1797.—An Act for the belter protection, and. for promoting the
natural increase and population of Slaves within the Island of Grenada, and such of
the Grenadines as are annexed to the government thereof; for compelling an
adequate provision for, and care of them, as well in sickness and old age as in health ;
and for constituting and appointing guardians to effectuate and carry into exccution
the regulations and purposes of this Act. - - - - - p 67

25th Oetober
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* a5th October 1806.—An Act to repeal so much of an Act commonly cailed the
Guardian Act, as gives an annuity of ten pounds to any Slave manumitted according

to the direction of that Act, and for certain other purposes. - - p- 75

JAMAICA.

oth Decernber 1791.—An Act to repeal an Act for the better order and govern-
ment of the ?\etrronb belonging to the several Megro towns, and for preventlnﬂ them
from purchasmw of Slaves ; and for encouraging the said \emoes to go in pursuit of
Tunaway Slaves, and for other purposes therem me,ntu‘ned and for giving the’
Maroon Negroes further protection and security ; for altermn the mode of trial,
and for other purposes. - - - - - - - - p. 77

1oth May 1792.—An Act to repeal an Act, intituled, “ An Act to regulate the
sales of newly-nnported Negroes; and to pxeveut as fdr as possible the separation
of different branches of the same fdmlly, and to regulate the sales of newly-
imported Negroes, and to prevent-ds far as possible the scparation of different
branches of the same farnily. - ~ -~ - - - - p- 83

11th December 1795.—An Act to repeal ce rtain Acts and clauses and. parts of
Acts therein mentioned, to prevent ‘the hiding, concealing; iaveigling, detaining,
knowingly harbouring or employing the Slaves of others; -to prevent the transpor-
tation of Slaves by mortgas.ers and tenants for life and years ; and for regulating
abuses ccinitted by Slaves. - - - - - = - - p. 84

22d December 1795.—An Act to make provision for the families of such Free
people of Colour, and of Free Negroes inrolled in the militia; as shall be killed or
disabled in the public service. - = = = = - - p oL

1st May 1796.—An Act to amend an Act passed in'the year one thousand seven
hundred and fitty-eight, intituled, ‘ An Act to ascertain and establish the boundarics
of Trelawny 'lovm and to settle-and allot one thousand acres of land for
Accompono-s Town, and to ascertain the boundaries thereof, and to appoint certuin
commissioners to sell the lands granted to the Trelawny Maroons, with a reservation
of so much thereof as may be necessary for the use of the troops that may be
quartered there.” -~ - = - - - - - - - p-92

1st May 1796.—An Act to prevent the retarn to thls Island of the rebellious
Maroons of Trelawny Town, sentenced to transportation, and for-other pur-
poses. - - - - - - - - - - = p. 93

14th March 1799.———An Act to prevent any intercourse and communication
between the Slaves of this Island and Foreign Slaves of a certain description, and for
other purposes. - - - - - - - - - = p- 04

29th October 1807.—An Acl: to authorize and empower the Commander in Chief
for the time being to causé parties to be raised and fitted out for suppressing any
_ rebellion, and for gomo' in pursuit of and reducing runaway Slaves. - p o7

‘28th November 1807.—An Act for providing a maintenance for pcop‘e of
Free condition confined for debt, and Slaves conﬁned in the county gaols of this
Island. - < - & = - - - - - - p. 114

- «8th Lovember 1807.—An Act to repeal several Acts therem mentioned
respecting Slaves, to"declaré Slaves assets for payment of debts and legacies, and
1n -what manner they shall descend and be held as property, and be sold and con-
veyed in certain cases. - - & - - - - - - ibid.

 14th Decemher 1800 —An Act for the protection, subsisting, clothmg, and for the
better. order, regulation and government of Slaves, and for other purposes.  p. 117

th December 1813 3.—An-Act to enable persons of Colour and Negroes of Free
conchthn, to save deficiencies for their .own Slaves, and for the Slaves of each
other._ - - - - - .- - - - - - p.- 135

«

- 4th Deeember 181 3 ~—An Act to rep\,al several Acts and the clause of an Act of
this - Istand, - respecting persons of I‘ree condition, and for grantmg to such persons
<&itain privileges. T T R SR R S O 1

226, 4th December

25



26

o LIST OF COLONIAL LAWS RESPECTING SLAVES.

4th December 1813.—An Act to enable the justices and vestry of the several

parishes of this Island to fit out partics of confidential Slaves. - - p. 137

23d November 1814.—An Act for rendering more effectual two certain Acts of
this Island respecting Foreign Slaves and Foreigners of a certain dcscnptzon, ong
passed in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-ninc, and the other
passcd in the year one thousand eight hundred and one. - - - p.139

NEVIS.

15t February 1790.—An Act to prevent Slaves from selling sugar, rum, molasses,
syrups, canes, cane-liquor, live stock, butcher's meat, and other things ; also from

~carrying -off this Island live stock and butcher’s meat without tickets from their

OWners or managers. - - - - - - - - - P- 143

4th June 1795.—An Act for the encouragement of such Negroes and other
Slaves as shall behave themselves courageously ‘against the enemy in time of
invasion. - = o= R - - - p. 146

"SAINT CHRISTOPHER.

2oth December :1789.—An Act for raising a tax of fifteen shillings per poll on
all Negro and other Slaves, and six pounds per centum on the yearly value of all
houses, - warehouses, stores, shops and tenements within the several towns of this
Island, to be applied for and towards the purchase of a certain number of Negroes
and other Slaves for the use of the public of this Island, and for directing and
appointing in what manner such Negro and other Slaves shall be employed. p. 147

4th May 1790.—An Act to restrain thefts committed by Negro and other Slaves,
and to prevent the dishonest traffick carried-on by such as deal with them.  p. 152

" 21st April 1798.—An Act more effectually to provide for the support, and to
extend certain regulations for the protection of Slaves, to promote and encourage
their increase, and generally to meliorate their condition. - - - - . p. 155

1gth July 1802.—An Act for regulating the Manumission of Slaves. -  p. 168

16th June 1808.—An Act to explain and render more effectual an Act, ‘intitu;led‘,
“ An Act to restrain thefts committed by Negro and other Slaves, and to prevent
the dishonest traffick carried on by such as deal with them. ;- = p. 169

SAINT VINCENT.

23d September 1801.— An Act to punish those who shall murder or maim Slaves,
in the Island ot Saint Vincent and its dependencies. - - - -~ p. 170

1oth August 1803.—An Act to oblige proprietors and possessors of Slaves, in
their own right, or right of others, managers and conductors of estates, to give in
returns of runaways and Gbeah men. - - - - - - p.oim

~gth January 1805.—An Act to appoint Commissioners for the purpose of
obtaining -an exact account of the number of:the coloured . Iree-people, and number
of Negroes within this Government and its dependencies. - - - p..173

4th September 1811.—An Act to revive an Act, intituled, “ An Act to appoint

~comunissioners for the purpose of obtaining en exact account of the numbers of

Negroes in this Government and its dependencies.” - - - - p.175
19th June 1813.—An Act to explain and amend an -Act, intituled,  An Act

for making Slaves real estate, and .the better government of Slaves and Free
‘Negroes,” - - - S - - - - - p. 170

Additional ‘Act, presented 4th April. :

.20th “March 1815.—An Act to vepeal the fourth clause of an Act, intituled,

~“ An Act to explain and amend an Act, intituled, ¢ An Act for making Slaves real

estate, and the better government of Slayes and Free Negroes,” and to amend and
re-enact the same. - - - - - - - - - p.178
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TOBAGO.

Revived 15th March 17094.-—An Act for the good order and government of

Slaves, and for repealing an Act of this Island, intituled, “ An Act for the good -

order and government of Slaves, and for keeping them under proper restraint; for
establishing the method of trial in capital cases, and other regulations for the greater
security of that part of the inhabitants property.” - - - - p. 179

Passed 31st May 1794 ; revived 12th October 1799.—An Act for establishing
regulations respecting Slaves arriving in this Island, or resident therein; except
such as are imported direct {rom the coast of Africa. - - - - p. 138

6th November 1807.—An Act to prevent more effectually Slaves absenting
themselves from the service of their masters, owners or renters. - - p. 1g1

‘29th April 1814.—An Act to amend an Act, intituled, “ An Act to preven t th
.clandestine departure of persons from the island.” - - . - ibid

14th October 1814.—An Act to compel persons manumnitting Slaves in this Island,
to provide for their ‘support, and to restrict Manumissions of Slaves belonging to
other Islands. - - - -« - - - - - - po1g2

27
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THE TREATMENT OF SLAVES, 9

'COLONIAL LAWS RESPECTING SLAVES:

( Presented to the House of Commons, in pursuance of an. Address to- His-Royal
Highness The Prince Regent, woted on the 12th July 181 5.)

ANTIGUA.

An ACT to repeal the fortieth and forty-first clauses of an Act of this Island,
intituled, “ An Act for attainting several Slaves now run away from their
Masters services, and for the better government of Slaves, dated the ninth

. day of December in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
‘twenty-three;” and to make persons charged with and found guilty of the
Murder of Slaves, liable and subject to the same pains and penalties as are
inflicted for the Murder of Free Persons. [28 December 1797.]

WH ERE AS by an Act of this Island, intituled “ An Act for attainting several
Slaves now run away from their masters services, and for the better govern-
ment of Slaves, dated the ninth day of December in the year of our Lord one
thousand seven hundred and twenty-three,” it is, by the fortieth and forty-first
clauses thereof, enacted and ordained as follows, that is to say, “ And whereas

Preamble.

several cruel persons, to gratify their own humours, against the laws of God and

humanity, frequently kill, destroy or dismember their own and other persons slaves,
. and have hitherto gone unpunished, because it is inconsistent with ‘the constitation and

government of this Island, and would be too great a countenance and encouragement
to slaves to resist white persons, to set slaves so far upon an equality with the free

inhabitants as to try those that kill them for their lives ; nor is it known or practised
in any of the Caribbee Islands that any free person killing a slave is triable for his
_ life; but particular laws (of which we are not provided) are made in several of them
for punishing the aforesaid crimes, and are found very effectual in deterring persons
from such crimes; BE it therefore enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,

That if any free person or persons whatsoever shall willfully kill or cause to be killed

any slave whatsoever, either belonging to himself or another, in any such manner as
is not excusable by the laws of Great Britain, or allowed by the laws of this Islaud,

whether the same be by excessive punishment or otherwise, or shall geld or disinember
any such slave, that then such person or persons shall and may be: prosecuted, by

presentment, indictment or information, before justices of the peace in their sessions,

or justices of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery, and upon conviction of any such

killing, the offender or offenders shall be fined, each in any sum not under one hun-
dred pounds nor exceeding three hundred pounds lawful money of this Island,
and be imprisoned till said fine be paid, and all due fees, and find sureties for their

" good behavieur for one year ; and in case of gelding or dismembering, and conviction -

_thereof, the offender or offenders shall each be fined any sum not under twenty pounds,

nor above one hundred pounds lawful money of this Island, and be imprisoned in the °

common gaol till the same be paid, and find sureties for his good behaviour for a
year, so as the prosecution be commenced in one year after the offence of killing,

- gelding or maiming committed, and notafter ; and shall likewise pay doubie damages
and costs to the party grieved, to be recovered by action of trespass in any conrt of
record in this Island; the moiety of which fines for killing, gelding or dismembering
any slave shall be to the use of His Majesty his heirs and successors, to be paid into
the public treasury of this Island, to be employed towards repairing the forts and
fortifications of this Island, and the other half to the informer prosecuting therefore :”
226, And

29



ANTIGUA.

10 COLONIAL LAWS RELATING TO

And whereas from the alteration of times and circumstances since the passing of the

‘ ———— above recited Act, it is become necessary that the said two clauses thereof should be

Act, N° 146,
5. 40, 41, repealed.

repealed ;* We therefore, Your Majesty’s most dutiful, loyal and obedient subjects, the
commander in chief of your Majesty’s Leeward Caribbee Islands in America, and the
council and assembly of this your Majesty’s Island Antigua, humbly pray Your most
Excellent Majesty that it may be énacted and ordained, and be it, and it is hereby
enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the said fortieth and forty-first
clauses of the above recited Act shall be and are hereby declared to be repealed and
made null and void to all intents and purposes whatsoever, as fully and effectually
as if the same had been never made. '

2d. And whereas, in obedience to the divine law, and from principles of justice,

* humanity, and policy, it is right, that whosoever is guilty of wilful murder of, or of wilful

White or free per-
son charged with
murdering or maim-
ing slave, to be
proceeded against
as he would be for
murdering or maim-
ing free person :

on conviction to
suffer death or such
punishment as law
of England inflicts
for murdering or
maiming free per-
son.

Preamble.

Act,
On complaint
charging slave with
crime or felony,
justice to issue
warrant for appre-
hending slave, and
summon evidence
for examination;
and commit slave -

if apparently guilty.

maiming or wounding a fellow-creature, whether a free person or a slave, in any such
manner as is not excusable by the common or statute law of England, should suffer
the pains and penalties of death, or such other punishment as by the said laws such
persons are made liable to suffer for the said crimes; Be it therefore enacted and
ordained, by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the publication of this act,
every white or other free person, who shall be charged with the murder, or with the
maiming or wounding a slave, whether belonging to himself or to herself, or to any
other person or persons whatsoever, and whether the same be by excessive punish~
ment or otherwise, every such person so charged shall be proceeded against in the
same manner as he or she would have heen proceeded against or tried for the murder
of or for the maiming or wounding a free person ; and upon being convicted thereof,
shall suffer death, or such other punishment as by the laws of England such persons
would be sentenced to suffer for the murder of or for the maiming or wounding a
free person; provided always, that such conviction shall not extend to the cor-
rupting the blood, or the forfeiture of lands or tenements, goods or chattels, any
law custom or usage to the contrary thereof notwithstanding.

Dated at Saint Christopher’s, the twenty-eighth day of December, in the year of
our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, and of His Majesty’s
reign the thirty-eighth. ohn Burke, Speaker pro tempore.

Passed the Assembly this twenty-eighth day of November, one thousand seven
hundred and ninety-seven. John Hill, Clerk of the Assembly.

Passed the Council the twenty-eighth day of November, one thousand seven
hundred and ninety-seven. By Command,
Robart (r.s.) Thomson.

Published this tenth day of January, one
eight. '

W* Mathews, Dep. Secretary.

thousand seven hundred and ninety-

John Robarts, Dep. pro. Marshal.

An ACT for settling and regulating the Trial of criminal Slaves by Jury.
[28 February 17908.]

WHEREAS it has been ‘found by experience, that the laws now in force for
the trial of criminal slaves, are attended with many and great inconveniences, froin
there not being a jury to determine the fact, whether such slaves are guilty; but
that the whole matter of fact, as well as of law, is to be determined by the
magistrates presiding at the trial of such criminal slaves: TO remedy such incon-
veniences, we, therefore, your Majesty’s most loyal and obedient subjects, the
commander in chief of your Majesty’s Leeward Caribbee Islands in America, and
the council and assembly of this your Majesty’s Island Antigua, humbly pray your
most excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted and ordained, and be it, and it is
hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That upon any complaint
made to any justice of the peace within this Island, of any henious or grievous
crime, or felonious act or acts, committed by any slave or slaves, the said justice
shall issue his warrant for apprehending the offender or offenders, and shall summon
all and every person and persons that can give evidence thereof to come before him;

and
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and if upon examination it appears probable that the slave or slaves is or ‘are guilty, = ANTIGUA.

the said justice shall commit him her or them to the commion jail of this Island.
.. N | son in hol -der . h Magistrate first ap-
2d. And whereas it is very unusual for any person 1n holy orders, to sit on the plied to, when a

trial of any person for his life; be it also enacted and ordained by the authority clergyman, to give
aforesaid, That whenever it shall happen that the magistrate first applied to is a Dotice in 24 hours
clergyman, then and in such case, the said magistrate shail, within twenty-four o'f‘":‘esgftmg;"g{‘;‘:t’
hours after such commitment, give notice in general of what has appeared before mipation to next
him, upon examination of the parties concerned, to any justice of the peace next to justice.

him ; who shall, within ten days after such notice as aforesaid, certify to some other. Latter to certify,
justice (of the quoram, if he be not of the quorum himself) the cause of snch com- of ii‘;d;{;;lgzzsfo
mitment, and require such justice, by virtue of this act, and cuch justice is, upon gotper justice ;
such certification, hereby required to associate himself with such justice so certifying; these two (one must
and the said two last mentioned justices are hereby empowered and required to try be of the quorum)
the said offender or offenders within ten days after the said certification, at the court | ttf“ ::}g’ :&;&"
house in the town of Saint John in this Island, and for that purpose, by warrant =~ o o
under their hands and seals, to cause the said offender or offenders, and all necessary Proviso

evidence, to come before them the said justices: Provided always, if the justice of the )

peace applied to, as in the first clause, shall 1ot be inholy orders, then the certification

to be by him made, shall be within ten days after such commitment as aforesaid.

3d. And be it also enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the said ?3;25:5? t‘:f?:g:ted

last mentioned justices shall issue a warrant under their hands and seals, directed t0 warrant to marshal
the provost marshal of the said Island, or his lawful deputy, authorizing and requiring for summons of
the said provost marshal, or his said deputy, to summon twelve reputable L‘f’g’_‘@ white in-
inhabitants (being whites) of the said Island, to meet them the said justices at the "*'ns:

said court house in the said town of Saint John, at such time within the said last

mentioned ten days as they the said justices shall think proper: Provided always, Twelve hours
that twelve hour’s notice be given to the said inhabitants so to be summoned. notice.

- ) . , : . . _ Said two associated
4th. And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the said two justices, and six of

last mentioned justices, and six of the said inhabitants so summoned, shall be and jppabitants sum.
are hereby constituted and declared to be, a court and jury, with full power and moned, to be court
authority to hear and determine upon all evidences, proofs, and testimonies at such and jury for trying
trial so to be had as aforesaid; the testimony of one slave against another being **V®

always admitted.
Jury to be balloted

5th. And be it also enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the jury 3 7, - juries under
to be named and impannelled for the trial of such offender or offenders, shall be No’435, 5.61.
ballotted for and determined upon, in the same manner as juries in the court of
Common Pleas and King’s Bench and Grand Sessions, are named and determined
upon, by direction of the sixty-first clause of the act of courts of this Island, now in
force. ' ’

6th. And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That immediately Oath of Juryman.
after the said jury shall be impannelled, the following oath shall be administered to
al] and each of them:
“ You shall, to the best of your judgment and knowledge, impartially try the
¢ prisoner (or prisoners) now before you, and true verdict give according
“ to the evidence.” , So help you God.” -

7th. And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That to-all
evidence examined upon any such trial, if whites or free people of colour, the following
oath shall be administered :
“ You shall true and perfect answer make to all such questions as shall be put
“ to you, touching the matter now before the Court respecting the prisoner
“ at the bar; you shall speak the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
“ the truth, ' So help you God.”
8th.  And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That if, by positive :.f jury frons posi-
oof, or violent and strong presumptive proofs, they the said six inhabitants, in their oo g Pre- -
proo 3 0. S p f? € proois, they " i sumptive proof, find
capacity as jurors aforesaid, shall find such slave or slaves guilty of the offence or slave guilty, jus-
offences wherewith such slave or slaves is or are charged, then the said last-mentioned tices on trial, or in
Justices shall, either on the day of trial, or within five days after, pass sentence of five ‘é“y st after, to
death, or other punishment, upon such slave or slaves, according to the nature of the **> >0 oo
offence cr offences.

226, | - gth., And

Oath of white or
free witness.
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* case the said secretary or his lawful deputy shall ne
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oth. And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That in case any
sentence of death -be passed upon any such slave or slaves, then they the said two
last-mentioned justices shall, within twenty-four hours after passing sentence, issue a
warrant under their hands and seals, directed to the provost warshal, or his lawful
deputy, to cause execution to be done on suchslave or slavqs, at such time and place
as they shall appoint, not be..re four days after condemnation.

1oth. And be it enactec and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That in case the
offence or offences with wiich such slave or slaves is or are charged, and of which
such slave or siaves is or are found guilty, is or ave such as by the law sentence of
death cannot be passed on such slave or slaves, but corporal praishment only, then
the said two last-mentioned justices may, and they are hereby exr: powere.d, guthorlzed,
and required, by warrant under their hands and seals, to caus to be lnﬂlctt_ad such
corporal punishment on such slave or slaves as they shall think proper, and in such
place and at such time as they shall think nxost advisable.

1ith, And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the said
two last-mentioned justices shall and they are hereby required to give notice of the
said sentence of death so.passed to the person in chief command in this Island for the
time being, within thirty-six hours after passing such sentence as aforesaid, on pain
of forfeiting twenty pounds, gold and silver current money of this Island, to be

. recovered by action of debt in any court of record in this Island, one half to the

informer, who shall sue for the same, and the other half to be paid into the public
treasury of this Island.

12th. And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the said
jury of six inhabitants shall enquire into the damages sustained by the offence or
offences committed by such slave or slaves; and after the same shall be ascertained,
such slave or slaves shall be delivered to his her or their owner or owners, provided
he, she or they shall pay such damages to the party injured; but if such owner or
owners refuse to nay the amount of such damages, it shall and may be lawful for the
two last-mentioned justices and’ six inhabitants, and they are hereby required, to
adjudge such slave or slaves to be the property of the party injured, and his her or
their heirs and assigns for ever; provided always, that the said recompence shall be
given in evidence, upon any action that may be brought for the same matter, and
shall be held a sufficient bar thereto, in any court of record in this Island.

‘13th. And that the magistrates and inhabitants of this Island may not refuse or
neglect, upon application wade, to sit hear and determine cases of slaves, as by this
act they are directed to do; be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
any justice upon application made as hereinbefore directed, or any inhabitant being
a white, after he shall be duly summoned, so making default, for such refusal or
neglect shell, severally, forfeit twenty pounds current money of this Island, to be
rccovered by action of debt in any court or courts of record in this Island; and
one-half of such penaliy shail be paid to any informer, who shall sue for the same;.
and the other half to the use of His Majesty his heirs and successors; to be applied
to the support of the government of this Island and the public charges thereof.

14th. And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the said
provost marshal or his lawful deputy shall attend every trial so to be bad as afore-
said, upon pain of forfeiting, for every neglect, the sum of twenty pounds curient
money of this Island; to be recovered by warrant under the hands and seals of the -
said two last-mentioned justices, directed to the coroner of this Island, and applied
as the former penalties of this act are directed to be applied; and the said provost
marshal or his lawful deputy shall be allowed, in his public accounts, the sum of
three shillings for each juror summoned, and thirty-three shillings for his own attend-
ance on each trial.

15th. And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the public
secretary of this Island or his lawful deputy shall, upon receiving notice from one or
cither of the said two last-mentioned justices, attend every trial to be had by virtue
of this act; and shali also administer the oaths to all jurors and witnesses, and make
a memorandam of the proceedings in a book to be kept by him for that purpose; and
shall be.allowed thirty-three shillings in his public accounts for each trial; and in
glect to attend on - each such trial,

he shall forfeit the sum of twenty pounds current money of this Island, to be recovered

by
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by warrant under the hands and seals of the said two laot-mcr‘honﬂd Jusmes, directed  ANTIGUA.
" 40 the said provost marshal or his lawful deputy, and applied in the same manner as |
the former penalties of this act are directed to be applied,

1Gth. And be it also enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That any Slaves ia custody
slaves who may now be in custody for or charged with auy criminal ofence, shall ‘°cbe tried under
be tried in the manner hercinbefore dir ected by this act, and in no othel manner.

Dated at St. Christopher’s, the twenty-cighth day of Fcbruary, in the year of our ,‘
Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, and of ks M(nnqty s reign
the thirty-eighth. ‘ James Athill. Speaker.

Passed the Assembly, this twenty-second day of Fcbruary, one thousand seven
hundred and ninety-eight. : Jo/m ITill, Clerk of the Assembly.

Passed the Couneil, this twenty-second day o\f February, one thousand seven
hundred and nmety-elght By Command,

Robert (L. s.) Thomson. IV Mathews, Dep' Secretary.
Published the fifteenth day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-
eight. - Robert Clogstoun, Dep. Pm Marshal.

BAHAMAS.

AN ACT to prohibit the selling, purchasing, hiring or employing of ceftain
Toreign Slaves, except as is therein excepted ; for authorizing the Proveost
Marshal to sell, confine and transport the same; and for othe1 pur pobes
" therein mentioned. {2 3d December 1793.]

WTH ER E AS it is necessary for the safety and tranquillity of the se Islands, that . papg AMAS.
S all commupication between the slaves thereof, and certain slaves and peopleof "o~
colour who have been lately, or may be hereafter brought to or shall airive or Preamble.

be found in these Islands should as much as possible be prevented : May it please

Your Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted, by his excellency the right

honourable John earl of ‘Dunmore, Your Majesty’s heutemnt and governor goneral

the council and assembly of Your Majesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby French negroes not
enagted andordained by the authority of the same, That from and after the expiration ! bf%z sold, employ-
of six. monthsnext after the publication of this Act, it shall not be lawful for any *> =%

person or- persons whatever, to sell purchase hire or employ any slave or slaves,

which to his her or their knowledge did, or now do, belong to any subject of the

French government, or to any person or persons residing wnthm any of the territories

colonies or dominions thereof, and which slave or slaves has or have been imported

or brought into these Islands since the twelfth day of February one thousand seven =

hundred and ninety-three, or which shall or may be hereafter brought, or shall

arrive or be found within these Islands, from the Island of Saint Domingo, or any ~

French colony whatsoever. ; and that any person or persons selling purchasm«r hnlnw or

employing any such slave or slaves, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this Act

shall forfeit the sum of one hundred and filty pounds for each slave so sold purchased,

hired. or employed, to be recovered as is hereinafter directed : Provided nevertheless, Proviso.

that nothing herein contained shall extend to prevent the selling, purchasing, hnnm :

or employmf:, in the Islands of New Providence, Harbour [sland and Eleuthera,

their dependencies, and Watling’s Island, any Irench negroes or slftveb aheu(h'

lmported or brought into these Tslands.

2d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Tlnt ﬁom and aﬁc. French negroes not
the expiration of six months next after the pubﬂcatxon of this Act, it shall not be to be empléyed in
lawful for any person or persons to hire or employ any such negro or other French d""a%'-f;"g or coasting
slave orslaves; as hath or have been brought into these Islands since the twelfth day ¥ ‘
of February one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, or such as may hercafter
be brought into the same on board of any droging, wreeking, or other vessel belonging
toany. mhabltant or inhabitants - of these Islande and employcd in the trade of “the e
same, under the penalty of one hundred and ﬁfty pounda for every such negro or

02(‘ ‘ v . - other
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other French slave so hired or employed : Provided always, that nothing in this Act
contained shall be construed or understood to prevent the employing of any of the said
negroes, now actually belonging to auy inhabitant of the Island of New Providence,
Harbou: Island and Eleuthera, in any vessel or vessels resorting to the coast of
Florida, for the purpose of turtling, fishing or wreeking.

'3d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeseid, That in case any such
French negro or other slave shall be found at large in any of these Islands, except
(as is hereinbefore excepted) in the Islands of New Providence, Harbour Island and
Eleathera, their dependencies, and Watling's Island, all and every of His Majesty's
subjects are hereby required and empowered to apprehend such French negro or other
slave, and to carry him her or them before any justice of the peace, he is hereby
required and empowered to associate with any two other Justices, who together shall
take the examination of such negro or other French slave, and commit lLim or her
to the common gaol in the town of Nassau, and shall transmit a copy of such
examination, and also a copy of his or her warrant of commitment, to the provost
marshal, under the penalty of one  hundred and fifty pounds; and the provost marshal
is’ hereby empowered and required to receive into his custody and charge all and
every such French negro or other slave, and to sell him or her for transportation,
as soon after as opportunity shall offer, and to advertize the sale and transportation
of such negro or other slave, under the penalty of ope hundred and fifty pounds for
every neglect ; and the monies arising from any such sale, after deducting the usual
commissions and charges, shall be paid into the public treasury ; provided nevertheless,
that if any owner or owners of such slave or slaves, ghall appear and make good ‘his
her or their claim to such slave or slaves, within six months next atter such sale, then
in such case, the monies arising therefrom, shall be paid over to such owner or
owners, after deducting thérefrom a further commission of six pounds per ceptum.

~ 4th. And whereas divers French subjects, planters and other free inhabitants of
Saint Domingo, and having property there, are forced, by the tyranny and oppression

" of the persons -having the government of that colony in their hands, or for other

The prize master
of any vessel having
French slaves. to
report the same to
the receiver ’
general,

which slaves shall
be sent to gaol,
until seld for
transportation.

Penalty for refusing
or neglecting to re-
port French sluves.

French slaves con-
demned to be sold
for transportation,

Proviso.

reasons, are obliged to quit the said colony, and to take their departure on board

' neutral vessels, are frequently brought into the port of Nassau by ships of war and

private armed vessels having commissions or letters of marque; and whereas the
slaves of such persons, being French property, are liable to condemnation in the
court of vice admiralty of these Islands; be it therefore enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That on the arrival of any ship or vessel, which may Lereafter be captured
by any ship of war or other commissioned vessel, and brought into the port of Nassau
for adjudication, and on board of which there shall be any French slave or slaves,
the prize master, or other person having the command or direction of such ship or
vessel shall, and he is hereby required and directed to make a written report, on
oath, to the receiver-general and treasurer of such slaye or slaves, with such particulars
respecting the. same as may have come to his knowledge; and the said recetver-

" general and treasurer is hereby required to deliver, or cause to be delivered, as

speedily as may be, to the provost marshal, an exact copy of such report, and the
provost marshal shall forthwith make a demand of such slave or slaves, in order that
they niay be, without loss of time, delivered to him or his deputy; and on such
delivery he is directed and required to commit the said slave or slaves to the common
gaol, there to remain, at the expence of the captors, until disposed of according to
the true intent and meaning of this act. : " ‘

sth. And be it further enacted, That in case any prize-master, or other person
whom it may concern, shall neglect or delay to make the report required of him
within twelve hours after his arrival in the port of Nassau, or shall neglect or refuse
to deliver any slave or slaves demanded as aforesaid to the said provost marshal or
his deputy, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred pounds for such neglect |
refusal or delay. ‘ ~

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case of condemnation
in the court of vice-admiralty of any such slave or slaves as lawful prize, the same
shall be sold for transportation only for the benefit of the captors; and in case of -
acquittal of such slave or slaves, the claimant or claimants of the same shall transport
such slave or slaves from these Islands within the space of one month from such
sentence of acquittal : Provided nevertheless, that in case either of condemnation or

acquittal in the said court of vice-admiralty, it shall and may-be lawful for the

provost
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provost marshal to detain and secure in gaol all such slaves so condemned or  BAHAMAS.

.acqﬁitted, until they shall be transported as is hereinbefore directed.

=th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Thatin case the proprietor
“or proprictors shall not transport his her or their said slave or slaves, within the term
of three months from their acquittal as aforesaid, that then it shall and may be
lawful for the provost marshal or his deputy, to sell and transport hfn her or them,
in manner as is herein before directed; and each and every proprietor of any slave
* or slaves, who shall wilfully delay or neglect to transport the same, as herein directed
and required, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred and fifty pounds for every

—

Slaves acquitted to
be transported in
three months,

Penalty, ™

slave not transported in conformity to this act; and the monies arising from the sale -

of any such slave or slaves shall, after deducting a commission of five pounds.per
centum and all expences, be paid by the said marshal into the public treasury.

8th. And beit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any person possessed
of French slaves who have been brought into these Islands since the twelfth day
of February one thousand seven hundred and ninety three, shall, within three
months next -after the publication of this act, and for which notice for that purpose
shall be given in the Bahama Gazette, deliver in an account, on oath, of the number
and quantity of all such slaves to the receiver general, under the penalty of one
hundred and fifty pounds for every such slave so unaccounted for. . g

gth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be
lawful for any justice of the peace, constable ‘or other peace officer, at any time
after the expiration of two months from and after the publication of this act, to
-~ take up and arrest, and to commit to the common gaol, any free negro, mulatto, or
other person of colour, being French, brought into these islands since the said twelfth
day of February one thousand seven hundred and ninety three, or which shall
hereafter be brought into these islands, and who shall be found at large in the island
of New Providence, or any other island within this government ; and the provost
marshal or keeper of the gaol, is hereby directed and required-to receive such free
negro, mulatto or other person of colour, and him or her to detain and keep in the
~ common gaol aforesaid, until he or she shall cause himself or herself to be transported

at his or her own expence. ‘ '

10th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all fines, forfeitures
‘and penalties under this act, shall be sued for in the name of the King, or_of the
receiver general and treasurer, in the general court of these Islands ; and on judgment
against the defendant, full costs. of suit shall be allowed and. paid; and that the
monies so recove?d shall be applied, as may be directed by any act to be passed

Persous having
French slaves to
repert the same to
the receiver
general,

French persons of
colour to be arrest-

ed and committed
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transport them-
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Fines, &c.in whose.

nape,

in this present sdssion, or in any future session of the general assembly, and not

 otherwise., ‘ S )

11th. And be it further cnacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any action or
~ suit shall be brought or commenced against any person or persons, for any matter or
thing done or to be done in pursuance of this-act, the defendant or defendants may
plead the general issug, and give this act and the special matter in evidence ; and in
case of nousuit or discontinuence, or. upon verdict or demurrer, judgment shall be

Persons sued to
plead the geueral
issue,

* given against the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants shall and way -

recover treble costs of suit. ,

 12th. And be it further enacted by the alltllority aforesaid, That this dct, shall
continue and be in force from and after the publication thereof, for and during the
term of threc years,- and from thence to the end of the next session of the assembly,
and no longer. : ' '\ |

/

s

An ACT to consolidate and bring into one Act, the several laws relating
to Slaves, and for giving them further protection and security ; for altering
the mode of trial of Slaves charged with capital offences; for suspending
the several Acts and clauses of Acts therein mentioned, and for other

purposes. [1796.]
WHEREAS it is expedient that the laws which have been enacted for the govern-
ment of slaves, should be consolidated and brought into one act ;. that some further

provisions should be made for their protection; and that the mode of trying slaves,
220, . ‘ charged

Continuance of this
Act. ‘

Preamble.
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charged with capital offences, should be altered and regulated as nearly as Tocal
circurnstances will admit, according to the rules of the common law: May it thcre-
fore please your Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his,bonor,
John Forbes, esquire, your Majesty’s licutenant governor and commandes-in-chief,
the council and assembly of your Majesty’s Bahama Islands; and it 1s hereby enacted
and ordained by the authority of the saine, That from and after the passing of this
act, all and every the hereinafter-mentioned laws, and clauses afid parts of laws, <o

“far forth as the sate do relate to negroes or otherslaves, be and the same are hereby

suspended for and during the continuance of this act anything in the said laws and
clauses of laws, or in any other law, to the contrary notwithstanding—that is to say;
an act passed in the seventh year of your Majesty’s reign, intituled, An Act for
governing negroes, wnulattos, and indians; also one other act, passed In the eighth
year of your Majesty’s reign, intituled, An Act for suspending a clause in an act

" intituled, An Act for governing of negroes, mulattos, and indians, and for amending

Allowance of pro-
‘visign to slaves.

Provision for
disabled or infirm
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by their owners.
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the said act ; also one other act, passed in the twentieth year of your Majesty’s reign,
intituled, An Act for suspending parts of certain clauses, and ammending other clauses
in An Act, intituled, An act for governing negroes, mulattos, and indians; also one
other act, passed in the year last aforesaid, intituled, An Act for governing negroes,
mulattos, musties, and indians, and for suspending several acts therein mentioned ;
also one-other act, passed in the same year last aforesaid, intituled, An Act to amend
a clause in an act passed in the seventh year of bis present Majesty's reign, intituled,
An Act for governing negroes, mulattos, and indians. : ‘

2nd. And whereas it is duc to good policy, as well as to humanity and justice,” that
the condition of slaves should be rendered as comfortable as possible, by supplying
thera with good, wholesome, and sufficient provisions, with proper clothing and
other necessaries ; and it is expedient that the same should be regulated by law; be
it enacted, That the master, owner, or possessor of every plantation, pen, or other
lands whatsoever, within these Islands, shall provide and give to every slave above
the age of ten years, at and after the rate of one peck of unground indian or guinea
corn, or twenty-one pints of wheat flour, or seven quarts of rice, fifty-six pounds of
potatoes, cocoes or yams, per week; over and above a sufficient quantity of land,
as and for the proper ground of every such slave; and one-haif of the aforesaid
allowance to each child below the aforesaid age of ten years.

3d., And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no master, owner,
or possessor of any slave, whether in his or ber owry right, or as attorney, . guardian,
trustee, executor, or otherwise, shall discard or turn away any such slave, byreason
of such slave . being rendered incapable of labour by sickness, age, or infirmity;. but
every mastér, owner, or possessor shall be and he is hereby obliged to keep every
such sick, infirm, disabled, or superannuated slave on his estate or premises, and to
find and provide such slave with wholesome necessaries of life; and not to suffer any
such slave to be in want thereof, or to wander about and become burthensome to
others, mder the penalty of ten pounds for every offence; to be recovered in a
summary mauner-before any two justices of peace, who are bereby authorized and
required to cause any master, owner, or possessor offending in the premises, or his
her or their agent or attorney, and such other person as they shall judge necessary,
to be summoned before -them, to enable thewm to judge of the justice of any such
charge, and to determine whether such master, owper, or possessor ought to incur
the aforesaid penalty; and in the meantime and until such trial can be had, the said
justices of the peace, on their view, or on the information of any white person on
oath, are hereby required to take up any such wandering sick, aged, or infirm slave,
and to ledge him or her in the nearest workhouse or other place of security, there to
be clothed and fed, but not compelled to work, at the expence of such master, owner,
or possessor, until such trial as aforesaid can be had ;- and if it shall-appear to the
saidd justices upon such trial that the party or parties complained of, is or are guilty of -
the offence alledged, and he she or they shall refuse to-pay the said penalty, toge-
ther with the workhouse fees and charges of conviction, the said justices are hereby
authorized and required to commit such offender or offenders to the next common
gaol, there to remain until he she or they shall pay the same.

4th. And whereas by reason of deaths or removals of proprietors of slaves, of their
being manuwitted without any suitable provision - been made for their maintenance,
and irom other causes, some unhappy cbjects, rendered unable to labour by disease,

old
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old age, or other means, have become burthpnsome to the i’nha}bitants; for remedy  BAHAMAS.
whercof, be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be e~
lawful for the vestries of the several parishes and Islands, once in every year, to lay

a tax upon the inhabitants, in the same manner as @he ‘parochial taxes are usn_lally

Jaid, for the purpose of raising such sum as they shall judge necessary for the mainte-

nance, clothing, medical care, and attendance of all such negro, mulatto, or other slaves,

or other unhappy objects ; and any two justices of the peace are hereby authorized

and required, upon application being made to them, to order all such objects as

aforesaid to be removed and conveyed to the workhouse of the parish where (if a

slave) the former owner or owners, proprietor or proprietors, lived or resided, or (if a

person of colour made free) where the person or persons who manumitted or set free

such person of colour resided before his or her manumission, there to be lodged and

taken care of ; and the justices of the peace and vestries of the several Islands and

parishes, are hereby authorized and required from time to time to make such

~ humane regulations for the purposes aforesaid as to them shall seem necessary and

expedient. .

sth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every master or Clothing of a slave. -
‘owner shall provide and give to every slave, in his or her possession, two suits of
'proper and sufficient clothing in the course of every year, under the penalty of fifty
pounds for each offence. ‘ : »

6th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all masters and Slaves to be in-
owners, or in their absence their overseers, shall, as much as in them lies, endeavour St‘f“"?e‘? n tfhe
to instruct their slaves in the Christian religion, and shall do their endeavours to fit & =2 :eliﬂ;:u
them for baptism; and as soon as conveniently may be; shall cause to be baptized glos

all such slaves as they can,make sensible of a Deity, and of the Christian faith.

=th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any master, owner, Penalties on
_or other person whatsoever, who shall wilfully mutilate any slave, or cause, permit, or masters, &c. for
suffer any slave to be mutilated, with his or her privity or consent, shall be liable to m“.“l‘.m"glm'
be indicted and prosecuted in the general court for the same ; and upon conviction, 'fmmmg slaver.
shall be punished by fine, not exceeding one hundred pounds, and imprisonment not
exceeding twelve months, for every offence; and such punishment is declared to be
without prejudice to any action that could or might be brought by the owner or
proprietor for recovery of damages, for or on account of the same; and in cases
where the owner of any such slave shall be guilty of any such offence, it shall and
may be lawful for the court, if it shall seem necessary for the future protection of such
slave, to declare him or her to be free and discharged from all manner of servitude,
to all intents and purposes whatever; and in all such cases it shall and may be
lawful for the court to order the same to be paid to the vestry of the parish to which
such slave belonged, to the use of the said parish; the vestry in consideration thereof
paying to such slave so made free, an annuity of ten pounds per annum during life ;
and in case any slave or slaves shall suffer anysuch mutilation as aforesaid, any
Jjustice of the peace is hereby authorized and required, on view of the fact, to send
stich slave to the nearest workhouse, there to be kept and carefully attended at
the expense of the parish, until such time as there can be a ‘meeting of the justices
and vestry of such parish, which justices and vestry are hereby created a council of
protection for such slave, and are authorized and required, to make full enquiry
respecting the matilation of such slave; and if to them it shall appear proper, shall
cause the owner or owners of such mutilated slave to be indicted and prosecuted,
the expenses of which prosecution shall be paid by the parish where such offence
shall be committed ; and in case the owner or owners of such slave or slaves shall
be able to pay the costs and damages of such prosecution, the churchwardens and
vestry are hereby required to commence a suit or suits against such owner or owners, |
" in which they shall recover all costs and charges by them laid out and expended in
- such criminal prosecution and civil action ; and the keeper of the workhouse to
which any such slave shall have been committed, is hereby required, upon due notice
of the meeting of such justices and vestry, to produce such mutilated slave or slaves
for their inspection, under the penalty of twenty pounds for every neglect,

8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall not be Slaves not to be
lawful for any court of justice to pass any sentence, whereby any slave shall be mutilated for any
directed to be mutilated or maimed, for any offence whatever. “offence. - -

220. ‘ - gth. And.
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~ gth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person shall

7 wilfully and with malice aforethought, kill or cause to be killed, ‘any negro or other

slave, every such person shall be adjudged guilty of felony and murder, and shall
suffer death without benefit of clergy; provided always, that no such conviction shall
extend to the corruption of blood, or the forfeiture of lands or tenements, goods or
chattels, any law custom or usage to the contrary notwithstanding.

1oth. And be it further enacted by the anthority aforesaid, That if any person
shall wantonly or cruelly whip, maltreat, beat, bruise, wound, imprison, or keep in
confinement, without sufficient support, any slave or slaves, he she or they shall
be subject to be indicted for the same in the general court, and shall suffer such
punishment by fine or imprisonment, or both, as the court shall think proper to
inflict ; and such punishment is declared to be without prejudice to'any action that
may be brought for recovery of damage, in case such slave shall not be the property -

~ of the offender.

Panishment of
slaves,

11th. And in order to restrain arbitrary punishments, be it further enacted by the
authority aforesaid, That no slave shall on any account receive more than twenty
lashes at any one time, or for any one offence, unless the owner or employer of such.
slave, or supervisor of the workhouse, or keeper of the gaol, shall be present ; and
that no such owner, employer, supervisor or gaol keeper, shall on any account

_ punish a slave with more than thirty-nine lashes at one time and for one offence,

Fees of the provost
marshal or gaoler,
for receiviug slaves
committed for
trivial offences,

nor inflict or suffer to be inflicted, any second punishment on the same day, nor
until the delinquent shall have recovered from the effects of any former punishment,
under the penalty of ten pounds for every offence.

12th. And whereas it is customary for owners to commit their slaves to the
common gaol for slight offences, which are not punishable under this act; be it
therefore enacted, That in all cases where any owner or possessor of a slave shall
send him or her to gaol, for any such trivial offence, the provost marshal or his
deputy, or gaoler, shall forthwith take and receive such slave into custody, and
him or her safely keep until released by the owner ; and shall receive for his trouble,
three shillings, together with one shilling for every day such slave shall have
remained in gaol; provided such slave shall have been maintained by the provost

- ‘marshal.

Fixing iron collars,
&c. onslaves,
declared unlawful.

Christmas’
holidays.

Overseers absenting
themselves during
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~And if the not
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13th. And whereas a mischievous practice hath prevailed in some of the colonies,
of punjshing ill disposed slaves, and such as are apt. to abscond from their owners,
by fixing iron collars with projecting bars or hooks, reund their necks ; be it enacted
and declared, that such practice is utterly unlawful ; and that no person shall on any
account whatever, punish any negro or other slave, whether his own property or
otherwise, by fixing or causing to be fixed, any iron or other collar round the neck
of such slave, or by lpading the body or limbs of such slave with chains, irons, or
weights, of any kind, other than such as are absolutely necessary for securing the
person of such slave while in confinement, under the penalty of fifty pounds; and
any justice of the peace is hereby authorized and required, on information or view
of such offence, to order such collar, chains, irons, or weights, to be iinmediately
taken off, under the penalty of one hundred pounds for every neglect or refusal.

“14th. And be it further enacted by'/the authority aforesaid, That every slave within
these islands shall be allowed the usual number of Christmas holidays, to wit,
Christmas day, and the two following working days. - ‘

15th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every overseer
who shall absent himself from the estate under his eare or management, on any of
the aforesaid holidays, without leave of his employer, shall for every such offence
forfeit the sum of five pounds for each day. ' ‘ ‘ '

16th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That on the 1st dayof -
January which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety
eight, and on the 1st day of January in every succeeding year, or within thirty days
after, the owner manager or overseer of every plantation or settlement within these
Islands, shall give in upon oath, to the churchwardens of the parish, an account of all
the births and deaths of the slaves on such plantation or settlement, under the penalty
of fifty pounds, to be recovered from the owner of such plantation or settlement.

. 17th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if the not giving
in such accounts shall be owing to the neglect of any overseer or manager, it shall and

may
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may be lawful for the owner, proprietor or possessor of such plantation or settlement, ~BAHAMAS.
to stop and detain the penalty which he or she shall be compelled to pay, together ‘e’
with his or her costs and charges, out of the wages of such manager or overseer.

18th.” And whereas it is absolutely necessary that slaves should be kept in due Excepting when

obedience to their owners, and in proper subordination to the white inhabitants in going to market,
general, that opportunities of committing rebellious conspiracies should as much as g‘;;:at‘;f: ;i’aft"aﬁm
possible be taken away, and that adequate punishments should be appoiated for all they are emploged
- crimes committed by slaves; Beit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no on, without a ticket
slave (such only excepted as are going with firewood, grass, fruit, provisions or small r pass.

stock and other goods, which they may lawfuily sell, to market, and returning there-

from) shall hereafter be suffered to go out of his or her master’s or owner’s plantation

or settlement, or to travel from one place to another, unless such slave shall have a

‘ticket from his or her owner, master, employer or overseer, expressing particularly

the time of such slave’s setting out, and where or to what place he or she is going, and

the time limited for his or her return ; under a penalty not exceeding forty shillings for

every offence, to be recovered from his or her master, owner, employer or oversegr,

unless such owner, employer, oroverseer shall make oath, that he or she did give to the

said slave such ticket as aforesaid, or that the said slave went away without leave..

19th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no negro or other Slaves not to carry
slave shall be allowed to hunt any horned cattle, horses, mares, mules, ‘asses or other 2rms, unless in
animals, with lances, guns, cutlasses or other arms, unless in the company of his ffﬁ’tga;‘é ;’:’)ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ‘
master, overseer, or some other white person, or by his permission in writing ; and any permission in y
negro or other slave who shall offend contrary to the true intent and meaning of this writing.
act, shall suffer such punishment by whipping, asany two justices of the peace shall

think proper to inflict,” not exceeding fifty lashes.-

20th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any free negro, Free people of -
mulatto or Indian, in order to conceal any runaway slave, or to prevent him or her colour, or
~ from being apprehended, shall give any fraudulent pass or ticket to any such rupaway
slave, he she or they shall be deemed guilty of forgery, and shall be liable to be
prosecuted, and tried for the same in the general court; and upon conviction, shall
suffer the loss of freedom, trapsportation or such other punishment as the court shall
think proper to inflict, not extending to life or limb. | I :
21st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any such frau- White persons
dulent pass or ticket shall be given by any white person with intent as aforesaid, such &'V'"8 tfra“d“le“t
white person shall be deemed guilty of forgery, and shall be liable to be indicted 23:;”;:, to be
and tried for the same before the general court ; and shall suffer such punishment, by deemed guilty of
fine and imprisonment, as the court shall think proper to inflict. ' . forgery.

2ad. And be it further enacted by the authéil?ity aforesaid, That no ticket shall be Tickets to slaves

ot . . ) . : not; to extend
granted to any slave for any time exceeding one calendar month. beyond one month.

~23d. And be it further enacted, That every person from whose service any slave Runaway slaves to
shall abscond, shall, within fourteen days thereafter, give notice thereof by public beadvertised within
advertisement, wherein shall be inserted the name and description of such runaway, f‘l’j“"?en, dafys after
by means whereof he or she may be more easily known and apprehended ; and in ;b:a:r[;‘i?n;.

case the owner shall neglect so to do, he or she shall not be entitled to any satisfac- o

- tion from the treasury for any such slave executed or transported, by virtue of this

act, for any crime whatever. : -

- 24th. And be it also enacted, That it shall not be lawful either to sell or to buy any Unlawful to sell or

runaway slave; and that any person selling or buying any such slave, while absent, buy a runaway

~ shall forfeit the sum: of thirty pounds. o ‘ ' Stave:

~_25th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all slaves who Slaves who after a

shall have been in these Islands for the space of two years, and ‘shall run away, and residencé of two

continue absent for a term not exceeding six months, shall, upon conviction before years tun avay, to
B N ) ) o L, L e punished at the

any two justices of the peace, suffer such punishment as the said justices shall think discretion of any

proper to inflict, not extending to life or limb. - . - ‘ .7 two justices:

. 26th.: And be it ﬁ.lrthe‘r enacted by the -authority aforesaid, That any slave who Runaways for six
shall run away from his owner or lawful possessor, and be absent for more than six months liable to be -
months, being duly convicted, shall be sentenced to be transpotted for life, or shall transported..
suffer such other punishment, not extending to life or limb, as the court shal] think '
proper to inflict. o S - o

226. ' ’ o -27th, And



40

BAHAMAS.

20 COLONIAL LAWS RELATING TO

27th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave who

‘—— shall knowingly harbour or conceal any runaway slave, shall be liable to be tried
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for the same, as hereinafter directed, and upon conviction, shall suffer such punish-
ment as the court shall think proper to inflict, not extending to life or limb : and
that every free person who shall commit any such offence, may be indicted and
prosecuted for the same in the general court, and being convicted, shall suffer such
punishment, by fine and imprisonment, as the court shall think proper, according to
the magnitude of the offence; and such punishment is hereby declared to be without ~
prejudice to any action or suit, which may be brought by the party injured, for
recovery of damages for and on account of the same.

28th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every slave who
shall take up any such runaway, or inform against any person who shall harbour or
conceal such runaway slave, so that such runaway may be taken, .and restored to
his or her owner or owners, shall be entitled to such reward as any two justices of
the peace shall think reasonable and just, not exceeding three pounds, to be paid

by such person or persons as the said justices shall determine ought to pay the same.

2gth. And whereas it is dangerous to the peace and safety of these Islands, to
suffer slaves to continue out as runaways, and it is absolutely necessary to declare
what slaves shall be deemed runaways; be it therefore enacted and declared, That
every slave who shall be absent from his or her owner or employer, without leave,
for ten days together, and shall be found at the distance of eight miles from the
house, plantation, or settlement, to which he or she belongs, without a ticket or
permit to pass, (except as before excepted in going to or returning from market)
shall be deemed a runaway.

3oth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any free person
who shall appreheud any runaway slave shall be entitled to receive from the owner,
employer, overseer, or manager of such slave, the sum of twenty shillings, and no
more, besides mile money at the rate of two shillings per mile for the first five miles,
and one shilling per mile afterwards; provided such slave had absented him or herselt
ten days withoutth e privity, knowledge, or consent of the proprietor, owner or other
white person residing on the plantation or place tg which such slave shall belong,
which time of absence shall be declared on the oath of such proprietor, overseer, or
other white person as aforesaid, if required by the party taking up such slave; but
it is the true intent and meaning of this act, that every person who shall apprehend
any slave that is actually run away shall be entitled to the aforesaid reward, although
such slave shall not be eight miles from home, or although the aforesaid term of ten
days shall not have elapsed. o ‘

31st. And be it further enacted by the autherity aforesaid, That any slave who
shall take or kill another in actual rebellion shall receive from the churchwardens of -
the parish in which any such slave shall have been killed the sum of five pounds, and
ten pounds if taken alive, also a blue cloth coat with a ved cross on the right
shoulder ; the whole expences whereof shail be reimbursed by the receiver general
for the time being out of any money in his hands unappropriated.

32d. And be it further enacted, That if any slave shall be killed by any person
or persons in the execution of this act, or under the authority of the same, the person
or persons by whom such slave may be killed shall, as speedily as may be, give
information thereof to some justice of the peace, who is hereby required to take his
examination, and also the evidence or information of any other person or persons .
respecting the same; and any white person or free person of colour killing such
slave, who shall neglect forthwith to give the information hereby required, shall

- forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred pounds. :

33d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any person or
persons apprehending any runaway slave shall convey him or her to his or her owner,
employer, or manager, if resident on the Island in which such slave shall have been .
apprehended ; but if not therein resident, or if payment of the reward and other ‘
charges hereinbefore mentioned shall not be made, then to the nearest gaol or work-

house, the keeper whereof is hereby authorized and required to receive such slave

into his custody, and to pay the party delivering such slave the sum of twenty shillings,
and ile money as aforesaid, and no more, under the penalty of five pounds;
provided nevertheless, that no gaoler or workhouse keeper shall pay any such sum
or sums before such person shall have taken an oath (which oath such gaoler or

Ty workhouse
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workliouse keeper shall file in his office, and produce when thereunto requived hy the
owner or possessor of such slave, under the penalty of five pounds,) that the slave so

BAHAMAS.
— ’

apprehended was at the reputed distance of eight miles from the house, plantation,

or settlement to which such slave belongs, (except as is before excepted,) and that
such slave had no ticket or permit in writing from his or her owner or possessor,
employer or overscer, at the time of being apprehended; and that such slave bad
been first carried to his or her owner, employer, or manager, (provided such owuer,
cmployer or manager, shall be in the Island where such slave shall have been

apprebended,) and that payment of the feward and charges aforesaid was neglected -

or refused to be made. : : , :

34th. ‘And, to the end that the owners and proprietors of slaves so apprehended,
may obtain information from the gaol or workhouse in which they are confined, be
it further enacted by the authiority aforesaid, That the keeper of every workhouse or
gaol shall, und they are hereby requircd, once in every month, to advertise in the
Buhama Gazette or other public newspaper, and at the most public place in the
Island on which such negro shall be apprehended, the height, names, marks aud

Runavays tuken
up, to be advertised
in the Babuam
gazitte,

size, and also the country (where the same can be ascertained) of every runaway slave -

then in his custody, and the time such slave was put into his custody; and alzo the
name or names of the owner or owners thereof, if known, under the penalty of ten
pounds for every neglect or omission; and for the expence of such advertisement, it
shall and may be lawful for the keeper of every gaol or workhouse to charge the owner
or owners of each runaway slave at and after the rate of twelve shillings per month,

and no more, and to detain any such slave in custody until the same, together with’

the ‘charges of apprehending, and other fees and poundage after the rate of two
shillings in the pound, shall be paid, and also one shilling for every twenty-four
hours such slave shall have been in custody, for subsistence, and sixpence per day
for medical care and extraordinary nowrishment where necessary; and the gaoler,
workhouse-keeper, or supervisor, sh:?l‘ll attest every such account upon oath. '

35th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the keeper of every
~workbouse or gaol within these Islands, shall provide and furnish every slave confined
in such workhouse or gaol a sufficient quantity of good and wholesome provisions,
according to the allowance herein -before required to be given upon every plantation,
under the penalty of ten pounds for every neglect. ‘ a

36th. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That after any runaway slave
shall have been in the custody of the provost marshal or the keeper of the workhouse or
gaol, and shall have been duly advertised as aforesaid, for the space of twelve calendar
~ months, ifno person shall claim such slave, and pay the fees and other monies herein
before- directed, it shall and may be lawful for the provost marshal or for the keeper
of such gaol or workhouse to sell every such slave at public outcry to the highest bidder,
and that the monies arising from such sale, shall be applied, in the first place, towards
payment of the expence of taking up, keeping, and advertising such slave, together
with all other fees and charges - hereinbefore mentioned, and the overplus (if any)
shall be paid into the public treasury,- to be applied towards the contingent
expences of this government; and all receipts and bills of sale mudc by the provost

Slaves coufined to
be furnished with
victuals by the
keeper of the
workhouse.

Slaves who shall
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marshal or the keeper of any gaol or workhouse (as the case may be) are hereby.

declared to convey a good and sufficient title te the purchaser or purchasers of any
such slave, and to be a bar of the right of the former owner or owners: Provided
always, that every such sale be at the usual place of public auctions, i the town of

Nassau, between the hours of ten and twelve o’clock in theforenoon ; that thirty days'

notice thereof be given in the Bahama Gazette or other public newspaper; and that,
previous to every such sale, every.such slave be carried before a magistrate, who is
hereby required to examine whether such slave has been duly advertised, and whether
his or her marks and descriptions agree with the advertisement, and to certify the
same, if found accurate or sufficient. ‘ ' ‘ g

37th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no gaoler or work-
house keeper shall, on any pretence whatever, employ any slave sent to his custody
on any plantation belonging to him or in his possession, nor hire nor lend any such
slave to work for any other person or persons, under the penalty of fifty pounds for
every offence. ‘ , - '

'38th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any negro or other
slave who shall be confined in any workhouse or other place of confinement, and shall
226, S ‘ : : - escape
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BAHAMAS. eécape therefrom before trial, or the expiration of his or her sentence, upon being
\——— retaken and proof being made of his or her identity before any two justices of the
peace. shall be adjudged to be sent back to confinement, and shall receive punishment -

by whipping, not exceeding fifty lashes.

Penalty on gadlers,  39th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if the provost
&e. suffering slaves marshal, or any of his deputies, or any constable, gaoler, or workhouse keeper, shall
to escape from  willingly or negligently suffer any slave to escape, so that such slave shall not be
confinement. retaken, such marshal, constable, gaoler, or workhouse keeper shall forfeit a sum not
exceeding twenty pounds, without prejudice to the owners action of damages.

Slaves killed in the  4oth. And be it further enacted, That if any negro or otbqr 'slave, at any time of
public service to be invasion or appearance of an enemy, shall be kiiled in service of the country, the

paid for. owner shall be paid out of the public treasury the full value of such slave, to'be
ascertained by any two justices of the peace. h , ‘
Penalty on any 41st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any master,

person permitting - gwner, guardian or attorney of any plantation or settlement, shall suffer any strange
e A ene slaves, exceeding twelve in number, to assemble together, and beat their drums or
assemble together ‘blow their horns, or shells in any place under his her or their care or management,
on bis plantation. or shall not endeavour to disperse or prevent such meeting, by giving notice thereof
1o the next magistrate or commissioned officer, that a proper force may be sent for the
purpose, every such master, owner, guardian or attorney, shall forfeit for every such
offence the sum of fifty pounds ; provided information of such offence be given upon

cath within five days after the comnission of such offence.

All officers autho. ' 42. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all officers, civil and

:l‘:“‘iv"le‘t::gf military, shall be and they are hereby empowered and required to enter into any

blies of slaves. place whatever, in order to disperse any unlawful assembly of slaves, and to suppress
and prevent all riotous unlawful drumming or other noise ; any law, custom, or
usage to the contrary notwithstanding. o

Staves not to have ~ 43d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave who

g_f ¢ arms ramu- shall hereafter be found to have concealed in his or her house, or otherwise in his or
ition - . . . - . e

ion in their pos- .. possession, any fire arms, gunpowder, slugs or ball, shall, on conviction before

session. A . . SL . | .
' any two justices, suffer such punishment as the said justices shall think proper to
inflict by whipping. ' A , , v
Punishment of 44th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave who
Slaves offering  ghal} offer violence, by striking or otherwise, to any white person, shall be punished
violence to white °

with death, transportation, or such other punishment as the court shall think proper

persons. e e . ! e e )

: to inflict; provided such conflict or striking be not.by command of the owner of
such slave, or of his or her attorney, overseer, or other person having authority
over such slave, or in the lawful defence of his owner’s person or goods. ' ‘

Punishment of 45th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any negro or

;Z_“?s.!’“f’af ing  other slave shall mix or prepare, with intent to give, any poison or poisonous
EIVINE POISON-  drug, or shall actually give or cause to be given any such poison or poisonous drug,
although death may not ensue from the taking thereof, such slave, together with all
and every accessary and accessaries, as-well before as after the fact, (being slaves)
being thereof duly convicted, shall suffer death, transportation for life, or such

other punishment as the court shall think proper. - :

Punishment of 406th. And whereas horned cattle, sheep, horses, mares, mules and asses, are
il,a“’s for killing frequently stolen and killed by negro and other slaves, in so seeret and private a
attle, &ec. . e v i . ’ S
manner, as to render conviction very difficult; For prevention thereof be it further
.enacted, That if any negro or other slave or slaves shall fraudulently have in his, her,
or their possession, any fresh beef, mutton, or veal, or the flesh of any horse, mare,
mule or ass, in any quantity exceeding five pounds, and not exceeding twenty-
_eight pounds weight, every such negro or other slave shall, upon comviction before
any two justices of the peace, be whipped in such manner as such justices shall
direct, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes; and if there shall be foud fraudulently. as
' aforesaid, in his, her, .or their custody or possession, a larger quantity than twenty-
eight pounds weight of such beef or other flesh, that then every such negro or other
slave shall suffer such punishment as the justices shall think proper to direct, not
- extending to life or limb.- o :

. D o 47th, And
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47th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any negro or Pusishment of
other slave shall feloniously steal any horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horse, mare, slaves for stealing
gelding, mule or ass, or shall kill any such horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, hors, caltle, &e.
mare, gelding, mule or ass, with intent to steal the same, or any part of the flesh
thereof, -such negro-or other slave shall suffer death, or such other punishment as the
court shall think proper to inflict.

_ 48th. And whereas several slaves have lately found means to depart from these pypishment of
Islands, to the great damage of their owners, and to the evil example of other slaves, slaves for aiding -
who may thereby be induced to attempt or conspire to do the same ; And whereas siavesin runnug
there is reason to suspect that slaves have been aided and assisted in their departure 7 o E°t!o8 off
by other persons, and no adequate punishments are provided by law for sueh )

. offences ; For remedy thereof, be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
if any negro or other slave shall run away from his or her owner or owners,
employer or employers, and go-off, or conspire and attempt to go off these Islands,
in any ship, boat, canoe, or other vessel or craft whatsoever, or be aiding, abetting,
or assisting to any other slave or slaves in deserting and going off these Islands, he,
~ she, or they, so running or going off, or conspiring and attempting to go off, or
" -aiding, assisting or abetting in such going off, being thereof convicted, shall suffer

‘transportation,. or such other punishment as the court shall think proper to inflict,

not extending to life or limb. ‘ z .

“49th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That ifany free negro, Punishment of free
Indian, or mulatto, shall be aiding, assisting and abetting any slave or slaves, in people of colour for-* -
deserting and going off these islands, and shall be thereof convicted, he, she, or aiding runaways.
they shall be subject to be transported from these Islands, by the provost marshal or
his deputy; and any such person so convicted, sentenced and transported, who
shall afterwards be found at large within these Islands, shall suffer death, without
benefit of clergy. . ’ :

5oth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any white person Penalty on white -
who shall knowingly be “aiding, assisting, or abetting any slave in deserting and Persons for assisting
going off these Islands, shall forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds, and shall also ™47
suffer imprisonment for any space of time not éxceeding twelve months, without bail
or mainprize; and such punishment is declared to be without prejudice to any suit
or action which may be brought or had by the party injured, for recovery of damages
for and on account of the same. - | c , Co

51st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may T-awful to proceed
be lawful to proceed against the person or persons so aiding, assisting, or abetting ﬁf‘"ﬁ;fg‘:g:gh“
- such slave or slaves in going off these Islands, whether the principal or principals be danesin getting off,
“convicted or not; any thing in this or any other act; or any law usage or custom whether the prin-
to the contrary notwithstanding. . 4 ‘ : cipal be convicted
S - or not, under this

- . ‘ ‘ - | ‘ Act.
2d. ) ’ . - .
52d. And be it further enacted, That no negro or other slave shall, on any pre Slaves ot to carry

tence, barter or carry about for sale or barter, any dry goods of any kind whatever; = " 0
and it shall and may be lawful for any white person to t?;lke and seize all such goods, ?e::;}_ l? goods Tt
and to deliver them to the provost marshal or his deputy, who shall forthwith sell the
same at public auction, and pay the net proceeds thereof untothe public treasury,

53d. And be it further enacted, That no negro or other slave shall vend or retail any Siaves not to vend
spirituous liquors whatsoever; and if any slave, without the knowledge of his or hier any spirituous
owner or employer, shall sell or vend any spirituous liquors whatever, such slave, liquors.
for every such. offence. shall be publicly whipped by order of any two justices of :
-, the peace; but if it shall appear to have been dene with the knowledge of his or her , :
“owner or émployer, then and in that case such owner or employer shall forfeit the
sum of forty pounds, to berecovered in manner hereinafter directed. -~ = . ¢

~ 54th. And be it hereby enacted, That every slave who shall play at dice or cards, Punishment of

or be guilty of any other kind of gaming, shall be publicly whipped by order of any S““'e*i,.detef‘ed in

two justices of the peace; and any keeper of a tavern or punch house, who shall gambling.

suffer any slave or slaves to game, get drunk or tipple, in or about his or her house ‘

. shop or premises, or to remain in or about the same after the hour of eight of the

clock -at night, or shall at any other time sell rum or any other spirituous liquors to

any slave to whom he or she shalt have been forbidden by the owner or employerof

such 6’s]ave to sell liquor, shall suffer any such slave, after:having been so forbidden,
220.. . B

s
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to loiter or remain in or about his or her house, shop or premises, shall forfeit the
sum of twenty pounds.

55th. And-be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That upon complaint
‘being made to any justice of the peace, of any burglary, robbery, burning of houses,
rebellious conspiracies, compassing or imagining the death of any white person or
persons, or any other felonious offence whatsoever, committed by any slave or slaves.
and which is hereby declared or made punishable with death or transportation, such
justice shall issue his warrant forapprehending such offender or offenders, and for all
persons that can give evidence, to be brought before him, or any other justice of the
peace; and the evidence of slave against slave shall in all cases be received ; and
if upon examination the charge shall appear to be well founded, the justice before
whom such examination shall be had and taken, shall commiit the accused to prison,
and bind over the witnesses to appear at a certain day, not less than ten or more than
thirty days from the day on which the complaint shall have been made, at the place

‘where the quarter sessions are usually held, or other place of public meetings, and -

shall certify to any other justice of the peace the cquse of such commitment, and
require him to associate himself with him, which the said justice is hereby required
to do under the penalty of forty pounds; and the said justices so associated shall
issue their warrant to summon seven persons, such as are liable to serve on ordinary
juries, (the master, owner, or proprietor of the slave or slaves so complained of, or
the attorney, guardian, overseer or manager of such owner or proprietor, or the
person prosecuting, his or her attorney, guardian, overseer or manager, always
excepted) personally to be and appear before the said justices, at the day and place

-appointed for the trial, between the hours of eight and twelve of the clock in' the

forencon, when and where the said justices shall cause the accused to be brought
before them; -and thereupon five of the persons so summoned shall (the charge or
accusation being first reduced to writing and read) be sworn to try the matter before
them, and give a true verdict according to evidence; which charge or accusation
shall not be questioned for any want of form, but shall be deemed valid if sufficient
in substance : And if the said jurors shall, upon hearing the evidence, unanimously
find the said slave or slaves guilty of the offence of which he she or they stand
charged, the said justices shall give sentence of death without benefit of clergy, or
transportation for life, according to the nature of the offence ; and shall cause such

- sentence to be carried into execation at such time and. place as they shall think

‘Time of helding
slave courts.

proper (women with child only excepted, whose exgcution shall be respited until a
reasonable time after delivery ;) Provided always nevertheless, that the justices of the
peace, or any two or more of them resident upon any of the islands within this
government, (one of whom to be always of the quorum and custos rotulorum of the
jsland) shall and may hereafter hold slave courts upon the first Tuesday in January,

~ April, Julyand October, in every year, to continue and be holden for five days
 successively (if necessary) and not longer; and shall have full power and authority

Justices mayrespite
the execution of
any sentence,

to enquire into, hear, and determine all and all manner of felonious offences, comn-
mitted by slaves, and shall open the said court by proclamation, declaring the same
to be a slave court for such purpose ; and that the said custos rotulorum and any
one-other justice shall thereupon in like manner in all respects as two justices
associated, as herein before mentioned, are by this act authorized and empowered,
proceed to tryand deliver the workhouse or gaol within the island or parish, of all slaves
who shall be in custody of the gaoler or workhouse keeper, charged with any of the

‘felonious offences herein before mentioned ; and shall cause a jury to be called and

taken from the panel returned to the said court, forthwith to be sworn as they shall
appear, to try all and every such slave and slaves as shall be brought before them
eharged with any of the aforesaid offences, and to give a true verdict according to
evidence, as in other cases. ‘

56th. Provided always, That it shall and may be lawful for the justices at any
slave court or extraordinary trial, to respite the execution of any sentence by them
given, for any term not exceeding thirty days, or until the pleasure of the commander

- 1 chief shall be known, in case proper cause shall appear to them for so doing, or

Who shall consti-
tute a slave court.

the jury shall recommend the prisoner to mercy.

57th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That not less than two
justices and five jurors, shall constitute a court for the trial of any slave or slaves
for any crime or offence that shall subject such slave punishable with death or
- ' transportation ;
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trénsportation; and that upon any such trial no peremptory challenge“‘ of any juror,
or any exception to the form of the indictment, shall be allowed.

-58th, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Tha't’in all cases where
the punishment of death is to be inflicted, the execution shall be performed in some
public place, and with due solemnity; and care shall be taken by the gaoler,
constable, or marshal, that the prisoner be free from intoxication at the time of trial
and execution ; and the mode of such execution shall be hanging by'the neck, and
no other; and the body shall be afterwards disposed of as the court shall direct:

45
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Execution how.te
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Provided always, that where several slaves are capitally convicted for the- same

offence, one only shall suffer death, except in cases of murder or rebellion.

59th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave wilfully
giving false evidence on any trial to be had unc}er this act, shal} suffer the same
punishment as the person or persons on whose trial such false evidence was given
would if convicted have been liable to suffer, or such other punishment as the
justices shall award, not extending to life or limb. :

Goth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Thatwhen any slave

or slaves shall be discharged by proclamation, or shall die in custody, the marshal,
gaoler or workhousekeeper, shall-be entitled to receive out of the public treasury all
such fees as shall be due for such slave or slaves at the time of such discharge or
death. :

61st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That a record shall be
entered up of all proceedings upon the trials of slaves for any crime that shall be
punishable with death or transportation, in a book to be kept for that purpose by the
clerk of the peace who is hereby required to attend all such trials, and to record the

proceedings ; within thirty days after such trials, under the penalty of twenty pounds

for every such neglect ; and he shall be entitled, upon producing the certificate of the

Justices, to have and receive out of the public treasury the sum of three pounds for

attending each trial and for enterin,
* thereto, and no more.

62d. And beit further enacted, That the constables of the feSpective Islands and

. Slaves giving false
evidence, to suffer
such punishment as
the person accused
would, if guilty,
be liable to suffer.

Gaol fees for
slaves who die in
custody, to be paid
by the publie,

Record of proceed-
ings to be kept by
the clerk of the
peace:

His fees.

g up the record, and any other business ‘incident

- Constables to attend

districts, shall be obliged to attend every such trial or court, under the penalty of slave courts ;

twenty pounds for such neglect ; and the constable executing any sentence, shall be

Their fees.

entitled to receive out of the public treasury the sum of forty shillings, upon producing -

the certificate ¢f the justice as aforesaid.

63d. And be itenacted, That any person who shall be drawn and duly summoned
to serve as a juroron any trial to be had by virtue of this act, and who shall neglect
to atterid, or after appearance shall depart without leave, shall forfeit the sum of six
pounds.. " : ’ :

;

64th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no trial of any slave
shall be had until after reasonable and sufficient notice of such trial shall have been
given to the owner or proprietor of such slave, or to his her or their attorney or
attorneys or other representative or representatives, where any such can conveniently

be found within the colony; any law usage or custom to the contrary notwith-
standing. ' . : B

65th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases where
any slave shall receive sentence of death or transportation, the jury shall appraise and
value-such slave, and the justices shall certify such valuation : Provided always, that
such valuation shall not i any case exceed sixty pounds for any one’ slave; and
provided also, if it shall appear that the owner or possessor of such slave had treated
hiny or her with inhumanity, and that necessity or hard usage might have driven ‘such
slave to the commission of the offence of which he or she shall have been convieted,
that thenand in such case no valuation shall be made nor certificate granted, and the
- owner shall not be entitled to receive any allowance whatever for such slave from the
public. ‘ o ,
66th. And be it further enacted by the autho ity aforesaid, Thatin all cases where
any slave, valued as aforesaid, shall be executed or transported by virtue of this act,
such slave shall be paid for at the public expence; and the net money arising from the
sale of any slave sold for transportation, shall be accounted for on oath by the provost
- marshal or his deputy, and paid over to the recciver general for the use of the public.

226. '67th, And

Jurors who neglect
to attend, to forfeit
£.6.
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67th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any negro or other
slave who shall be transported from these Islands by virtue of this act, and shall
wilfully return from transportation, shall, upon conviction, suffer death, without
benefit of clergy. . o

68th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That when any warrant
shall be granted by any one or more of His Majesty’s justices of the peace against
any slave who cannot be taken, the owner, attorney, possessor, guardian or overseer
of every such slave, shall be served with a copy of the'said warrant, and if he she or they
do not send or produce such slave to the justice or justices to be dealt with according
to law and it shall afterwards be proved, that such owner, attorney, guardian,
possessor or overseer wilfully detained or concealed such slave, he she or they shall

forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds. ‘

69th; And be it further enacted, That all such negroes, mulattos, mustees and
indians, as have beén slaves, and have been or shall be made fiee, shall, for all

misdemeanors and offences under the degree of felony, be tried and adjudged in

manner and form hereinbefore directed for the trial of slaves, and the evidence of a
slave or slaves shall be admitted on such trials, any law usage or custom to the
contrary notwithstanding.

soth. And'whereas misdemeanors and offences of inferior degrees are frequently
committed by slaves, which ought to be punished in a summary manner; be it there-
fore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be lawful for any two

justices of the peace, in & summary manner, to hear and determine all crimes and

attorneys,. or the person having the care of such slave or slaves, of the time and place
" of trial; and to order and direct such punishment to be inflicted on any such slave as

the said justices in their discretion shall think fit, not exceeding fifty lashes; and the
constable attending any such trial and executing any such sentence, shall be entitled
to have and. receive ten shillings, to be paid by the master, owner or possessor of 'such
slave or slaves; on non-payment whereof it shall and may be lawful for the justices to

" fssue their warrant for levying the same, together with costs and charges.

| When a workhouse
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71st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no runaw'(;,y slave

shall on any account be committed to gaol by any magistrate of a parish where there

shall be a workhouse established, but to such workhouse only.
7ad. And be it enacted, That in all cases in which by this present act, or by any

‘otheract of the general assembly, any power or authority is vested in the justices and

vestries, such power and authority shall .be executed by the justices, or any two of
them, in Islands where there are no vestries, or by the vestrymen, or any six of them,
in Islands where there are no justices.

»3d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all forfeitures
and penalties given by this act, of which the recovery and application have not been
otherwise directed, shall, if not exceeding twenty pounds, be recovered in a sum-
‘mary manner before any two of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, and shall be levied,
together with costs, by distress and sale of the offender’s goods and chattels, and if
exceeding twenty pounds, shall be recovered, together with costs, in the general
court of these Islands, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, wherein no
essoign, protection, wager of law, or non vult ulterius prosequi, shali be allowed or

entered ; one moiety of which penalties shall be to the use: of the parish where the-

offence shall have been committed, and the ‘other moiety to the informer, or to him
her or them who shall sue for the same, :

74th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeéai'd, That this act, and

_every clause, matter and thing therein” contained, shall continue and be in force for

and during the term of two years from the passing thereof, and from'thence to the

~ end of the then next session of the general assembly, and no longer.

AN

“misdeameanors below felony, committed by any slave or slaves, giving sufficient -
Tiotice to the owner or owners of suchslave or slaves, or his, her or their attorney or

b
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A : BAHAMAS,
An ACT for the more effectually to prevent the desertion of Slaves, and for '

other purposes therein mentioned.  [1800.]

WHEREAS the frequent desertion of Slaves in the Island of New Providence, Preamble.
from their owners hath become inconvenient and dangerous to the safety of the inha-
bitants, and the protection afforded them by the free people of colour, greatly tends to
encourage desertion ; For the more effectual prevention whereof, may it please your
Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his excellency William Dowdes-
well esquire, your Majesty’s governor and commander in chief, the council and ‘
assembly of your Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the autho- Names, ages, places

rity of the saime, That within one month from and after the passing of this Act, every o ?ltzdg’gglr‘:ez:”hs

free negro, mulatto, mustee and Indian, shall repair to the office of police, and there &c. to be registered

enrol their names, ages, and place of abode, and whether born free or otherwise, of in the police office.
which a certificate specifying the same, shall be thereupon given under the hands and
seals of the acting magistrates to every such free person of colour without any fee or
charge whatever ; and'if any free person of colour shall neglect or refuse to enrol his Penalty on neglect
or her name, age, place of abode and birth as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful, or refusal. -
and the acting magistrates are hereby empowered and directed to issue a warrant
or warrants against every such defaulter, and him or her to bring before them or .
~ either of them ; and after registering the name of any such defaulter, in manner afore-
said, to discharge him her or them, upon the payment of all legal fees upon such
arrest, for which every such defaulter is hereby declared liable. :

2d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That a fit book shall be Book to be kept at

provided by the magistrates for the purpose of entering and recording the names, the police Oﬂ‘ice,&ﬁo
ages, places ofabode and births of all such free people of colour, in which shall also [*&5te" fames, %e-
be entered the number of all certificates by them granted ; which book shall be kept pe granted,

in the said office, and at all fit hours be open to the inspection of any person or

persons, upon the payment of all legal fees to the said magistrates of police upon

search therein, and the said book is hereby declared good evidence in any court of

law in these Islands against negro, mulatto, mustee or indian, whose names shall not

be enrolled therein, in all questions where his her or their fréedom shall come in

contest.

- 3d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That whenever it shall be When there are
ascertained by the magistrates aforesaid, that there are five or more runaway slaves more than five
in the Island of New Providence, it shall and may be lawful, and the acting magis- 1o in New Provie
trates or either of them are) hereby empowered and directed, as often as the same dence, acting
shall appear to him or them necessary, by warrant to order and direct a sufficient magistrate to send
number- of the aforesaid male free people of colour, between the ages of sixteen and °“t1“ number of

- . . e A male free people of
sixty years, to turn out in search of the said runaway slaves ; and if the duty of the colour in search of
persons so summoned and -employed, shall be hard upon them, and require their them..
attention for more than seven days successively, it shall and may be lawful for the said
magistrates or any of them, and they are hereby authorized and required, by sum-
mons in like manner directed to any number of other free persons of colour, to turn
out and succeed those first summoned, for an equal space of time; and as often as
may be required to summon and turn out other parties of free persons of colour,
until all runaway slaves shall be apprehended and brought in, and their camps and
places of resorts effectually destroyed. : “

4th. Ard the better to regulate the said service, and to' render the duty of free A lfsj:/of free
persons of colour equal, The acting magistrates shall keep a correct roll or list of ‘all people of colour
the said free persons liable to be so employed, and alternately summon them and £° [° be emplosed,
command  their attendance as aforesaid, and appoint fit and proper “white pe;\‘sons white péis’ons to

to command and accompany them. ) be appointed to
: - i . ‘ . : ‘ -command them.
5th. And as an encouragement to the said free persons of colour, and the person Governor autho-

or persons commanding the same, be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid," rized to offer
That for every runaway slave who shall be apprehended by them, over and above all reward for appre-
sums already allowed by law, there shall be paid to them out of the public treasury hending runaways.
of these Islands, such sum or sums of money as to his Excellency the Governor, by

and with the advice of His Majesty’s Council, shall deem adequate and proper, and

he is hereby authorized and empowered to issue his warrant or warrants upon the

2

treasury for the payment thereof, - , o ‘ :
226, ) | - ~ 6th. And

47
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BAHAMAS. 6th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any of the
~——_—— free persons of colour aforesaid, while acting in obedience-to any summons from the
Free persons of  magistrates aforesaid, shall be opposed by any runaway slaves, or find it otherwise im-
colour, opposed " possible to arrest them, it shall and may be lawful for such free person of colour to
:ﬁfsezizui;o;yo fire upon or wound and kill any such runaway slave or slaves; and in case of any
wound and kill indictment or process being commenced against any such person of colour for any

runaways, and 'md such act, he or they may plead this Act, and give the special matter in evidence.
case of being sued, ) . . .
may plead this Act,  7th. Aund be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every free negro,

Free persons of  mulatto, mustee or Indian, whoshall obtain a certificate as aforesaid, from the magistrates
colour to wear aforesaid, shall within one month thereafter, at their own proper cost, provide themselves
silver medals. with a silver medal of the size of a dollar, on which shall be engraved in legible charac-
ters the initial letters of the name of such free person of colour, with the number of his -
or her certificate, with the word “ Free ;” which medal shall be worn at all times there-
: after by such free person of colour, at his or her breast exposed to public view, in order
Penalty for not that they may be gencrally known and distinguished fromslaves ; and in case any free
wearing them. person or persons of colour, shall at any time thereafter be found or discovered out of
his or her house or usual place of abode withoutsuch medal exposed to publicview at
his or her breast, it shall and may be lawful for the said magistrates, or any other
white person or persons whatsoever, to apprehend such free person of colour, and
commit him her or them to the common gaol of Nassau, and there to be kept until
he she or they shall provide such medal, and pay all legal fees upon such

commitment,

Penalty on free 8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any male free
persons of colour  person or persons of colour, after he or they shall be duly summoned for the purposes
Dot turing out | aforesaid by the said magistrates, or f them, shall neglect or refuse to t
Shen summoned,  aforesaid by the said magistrates, or any one of them, shall neglect or refuse to turn
out and be employed as before directed, and in all respects act agreeably to the true
intention of this Act, he or they shall for every such refusal or neglect, be imprisoned
at the discretion of the said magistrates, in the common gaol of the town of Nassau,
for any time not exceeding twenty days, and be liable to pay all legal fees thereon.

Lict of runaways oth. And whereas, a correct list of all deserted slaves being kept in thé office of
to be kept at the  police will be necessary, the better to enable the magistrates to carry this Act into -
POhCe""ﬂ"‘C‘*' execution; be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That-the owners, pro-

prietors or persons having the management of any slave or slaves who shall desert,
shall within fourteen days after the desertion of any such slave or slaves, repair to the
office of police, and there notify the same in writing to the magistrates, with the
time of the desertion, the name, age, and description of any such slave or slaves;
Penalty on owners and in like manner within two days after the return or apprehending of any such
:owf Tesp?rt,(liﬂilh",m' slave or slaves, to notify the same; and in defauit thereof, to forfeit for every such
reton, Ce B neglect, twenty pounds, to be recovered in any court of record in these Islands, with
fall costs of suit, to be applied in aid of the expences of this government. .

Persons sued for 1oth. And be it further enacted, Thatif the magjstrates aforesaid, or any other
ig{;&hﬁ’fsdxi “ person or persons employed by them, shall be sued or prosecuted for any thing done
mey plead the. in pursuance of this Act, he or they may plead the general issue, and give the special
general issue, and  matter in evidence, and be entitled to receive double costs on the event of a verdict
Tecover double  aoainst the plaintiff or plaintiffs. - |
Continuance of this  11th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall
Act. continue and be in force from and after the passing thereof, for and during the term
\ of two years, and from thence to the end of the then next session of the general
assembly. ‘ ‘

An ACT to further continue an Act, intituled, “ An Act to bring into one
Act the several Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further protec-
tion and security; for altering the mode of trial of Slaves charged with

_capital offences; for suspending the several acts and clauses of acts therein

mentioned, and for other purposes.” [1802.]

Preamble. WHEREAS an Act, intituled, “ An Act to continue and bring into one act the
several laws relating to slaves, and for giving them further protection and security ;
for altering the mode of trial of slaves charged with capital offences; for suspending

“the several acts and clauses of acts therein mentioned, and for other purposes,”
‘ will
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will shortly expire; and whereas the said act has been found beneficial, and it is = BAHAMAS.
expedient that the same should be further continued; May it please your Majesty, That
it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his Excellency John Halkett, esquire, your!
Majesty’s governor and commander in chief, the council and assembly of your
Majesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of
the same, That the said Act, and every matier clause and thing therein contained, shall
continue and be in force from and after the passing of this act, and during the term
of seven years, and from thence to the end of the then next session of the general

assembly. - » :

Ax ACT to continue an Act for the more effectually to prevent the desertion -~ /.
of Slaves, and for other purposes therein mentioned. [29 December 1802.] -

WHEREAS an Act, made and passed in the forty-first year of your Majesty’s Preamble.
reign, intituled, “ AnAct for the more effectually to prevent the desertion of slaves,
and for other purposes therein mentioned,” will shortly expire; and whereas it is
highly nccessary and expedient that the said Act, and every clause matter and thing
therein contained, should be further continued; May 'it therefore please your’
Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his excellency John Halkett
esquire, your Majesty’s governor and commander in chief, the council and assembly
~ of your Majesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the -
authority of the same, That the said Act, and every clause matter and thing therein ype aforesaid Act
contained, be further continued in full force from and after the expiration thereof, continued ten
for:and during the term, of fen years, and until the end of the next session of the years.
general assembly. ‘ ‘ :

Ax ACT to continue " in force an Act ‘to prohibit the purchasing, selling,
hiring or employing of certain’ Foreign Slaves, except as therein excepted,
and for other purposes therein mentioned. [31 December 1803.]

WHEREAS the above recited Act will shortly expire; and whereas the provisions Preamble,
thereof have been found of general utility ; May it therefore please your Majesty,
that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his exeellency John Halkett esquire,
your Majesty's governor and commander in chief, the council and assembly of your - o
Majesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby-enacted by the authority of the same, That Act continued for
the said Act, and every matter and clause thereof, therein contained, is hereby declared five years.
to be in full force and effect from and after the passing of this Act, for and during the
term of five years, and from thence to the end of the then next session of the general
assembly. ‘ -

- Ax ACT for fixing the mode of trying Questions relative to the Freedom
of Negroes, and other Persons of Colour, and for suspending certain Acts
therein mentioned.  [14 January 1805.] '

WHEREAS many inconveniences have arisen fromr the mode of trying questions Preamble,
relative to the freedom of negroes and other persons of colour, as established in and
by an Act passed in the twenty-eighth year of His Majesty’s reign, intituled, * An
Act for: explaining and amending an Act passed in the twenty-fourth year of His
Majesty’s reign, intituled, ¢ An Act for governing negroes, mulattoes, mustees and
Indians, and for suspending several Acts therein-mentioned;” May ‘it therefore
please your Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his excellency *
Charles Cameron, .esquire, your Majesty’s captain general and governer in chief,
" the council and the assembly of your Majesty’s said Islands, and it is hereby -
enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, That the aforesaid first-mentioned Certain Acts
Act, and all and every other Act and Acts, or clauses of Acts of the general suspended.
“assembly, so far forth as the same do relate to the trial of questions concerning the
freedom of negroes or other persons of colour, be suspended ;-and the same are
hereby accordingly suspended, during the continuance of this Atct.

I3 R

2d. And be it enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act, all questions Clams to freedom
relating to the freedom or slavery of negroes or other persons of colour, shall be. to be tried only in
tried and determined in His Majesty’s general- court of these Islands, and not else- the general courts,
where, any law usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding. ' :

226, ' , 3d. And
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3d. And be it enacted, That inall cases in which application shall be made to the
general court, or in time of vacation to any of the judges of the general court, or
on any out Island, fo any two magistrates of the same, where there are four, and
if less than four to any one magistrate, with the assistance and concurrence of any’
three or more frecholders, for and in behalf of any negro or other person of colour,
pretending to or claiming freedom, and praying that his or her claim may be inquired
iuto, " it shall and may be lawful for the court or judge, magistrates or magistrate,
and frecholders aforesaid, as the case may be, to direct the person so claiming his
her or their freedom, to state the grounds upon which he she or they so claim; and
if sufficient grounds shall appear in support of the claim or claims to freedom, then’
amd in such case to appoint some fit person to be guardian of such negro or other
person of colour, for the purpose of prosecuting a suit, in the nature of an action
of ravishiment of ward, homine replegiando, or other fit action, to try his or her
claim to freedom; in which suit the plaintiff shall be admitted to sue in forma
pauperis; and the judgment therein given shall be binding against all 'and ever
person and persons who shall be a party or parties to the same. ,

4th. And be it further enacted, That in case any claim to freedom shall arise on
an out Istand, and be supported on sufficient grounds as aforesaid, it shall and may
be lawful for the said magistrates or magistrate, with the assistance and concurrence
of three or more freeholders, to oblige the owner or person so holding the said
negro or other person of colour in bondage, either to resign all right to the person
so claiming his her or their freedom, or to enter into sufficient security for the’
sending such person or persons to the general court at Nassau for trial, within six
weeks after such examination, a copy of the proceedings of which either the
plaintiff or defendant may demand, upon payment of a reasonable charge for the
same;. and in case of any neglect on the part of the judge, magistrates or magistrate
and freeholders, by refusing to examine and take cognizance of any such claim ta
freedom; he or they, as-the case may be, shall for every such neglect be liable to a
penalty of one hundred ‘pounds; one moiety of which shall go to his Majesty, his
heirs and successors, in aid of the support of this government, and the other moiety
to the person suing for the same. ' ‘

5th. And be it further enacted, That any negro or other person of colour claiming
his or her freedom as aforesaid, shall forthwith be committed to the common gaol,
workhouse, or other place of safe custody, at the discretion of the court or judge,
magistrates or magistrate, and freeholders, as the case may be, there to remain so
long as the suit shall be pending : Provided always, that it shall and may be lawful
for the court, or for any of the judges thereof in time -of vacation, or for the
magistrates oy magistrate, and freeholders, to make an order for delivering such
negro or other-person of colour to the custody. of his or her guardian, or of any
other indifferent person, taking security in a sufficient recognizance for the appear-'

-ance of such n‘egro or other person of colour, and for the payment of such rea-

sonable wages as 'the court may award in case judgment shall be given for the
defendant, and that the court or judge, magistrates or magistrate, and freeholders,
may from time to time make such further order or orders respecting the safe cus-
tody of any such negro or other person of colour, claiming his or her freedom as
aforesaid, or respecting his or her labour, wages, support or maintenance, as may
be for the bensfit of the party in whose favour judgment may eventually be given;
and that any person or persons disobeying any such order, shall and may be pro-

o

ceeded against and punished as for a contempt.

6th. And be it further enacted, That in any such action as aforesaid, the plain-
tiff’s title of freedom only.shall be insisted on, and nominal damages only shall
be awarded : Provided always, that it shall and may be lawful for any 'negro or
other person of colour, in whose favour judgment shall have been given m any such
action, forthwith to have and maintain another suit, and recover reasonable wages
or damages, upon a quantum meruit for work, labour' and service by him or her ,
done and performed for the defendant or defendants, for such time only as it shall
appear that the said negro or other person of colour had wade known his her or
their claim or title to freedom, to such defendant or defendants so holding them in
bondage. : ' : '

7th. And be it further enacted, That this Act shall not extend or be construed to
‘extend to enable the said court to take cognizance of the claim or claims of any

negro or other persons of colour, who shall at any time lheretofore have been
. : s , declared
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" declared and adjudged a slave by any other court, lawfully constitated, and havisg
competent Jurisdicticr on the subject matter. : _

8th. And be it enacted, That this Act shalt continue and be in foree for and
during the termr of three years from and after the passing thereof, and from thence
o the end of the then next session of the general assembly. :

Ax ACT to continue an Act, passed in the forty-fifth year of His Majesty's.

. reigy, intituled, ““ An Act for trying Questions relative to the Freedom of
Negrocs and other persons of Colour, and for suspending certain Acts
therein mentioned.” [2gth February, 1808.]

WHEREAS an Act passed in the forty-fifth year of His Majesty’s reign,
intituléd, “ An. Act for trying questions relative to the freedom of negroes and other
persons of colour, and for suspending certain acts therein mentioned,” is about to
expire; and whereas it is expedient that the same be further continued; May it

therefore please your Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted, by his

excellency Charles Cameron, esquire, your Majesty’s captain general and governor

 BAMAMAS.
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Act,

Act relative to the
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continued: for seven
years,

in chief, the council and assembly of the Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted

by the authority of the same, That the above vecited act, and. every clause, provision,

" matter and thing therein contained, shall be and the same ave hereby continued in
force, from and after the passing of this act, for and during the term of seven years,

and trom thence to the end of the then next session of the general assembly.
l

Ax ACT to prevent persons on Turks Islands from 're.tailingt Spisituous

Liquors without being licensed, from trafficking with Slaves, and for other

purposes therein mentioned, and to suspend so much of an Act, intituled,

‘an Act to amend an Act wade and passed in the forty-fifth year of His

Majesty’s reign, intituled, * An Act to prevent persons on the Out Islands
" retailing Spirituous Ligquors without being licensed, from traflicking with

Slaves, and for other purposes therein mentioned,” as extends to Turks

Islands aforesaid. [31st December 1808.} P

WHEREAS the population of Turks Islands hath of late years considerabl\z

increased, and it hath been deemed necessary that certain regulations and rules sho.ula.f

be adopted, relative to the retailers of spirituous liquors, and that such persons
should contribute towards the support of this government; We, your Biajesty’s
dutiful and loyal subjects, the assembly of the Bahama Islands, do most humbiy
beseech your Majesty that it'may be enacted, and be it enacted by his honor Witliam

Freamble.

Vesey Munnings esquire, president and commander in chief in and over the said

Bahama Islands, the council and assembly of the same, and it is hereby enacted and
ordained by the anthority of the same, That from and after the expiration of three
months after the passing of this Act, it shall not be lawful for any person er persons
whomsoever, on Turks Islands aforesaid, either by himself herself or themselves, or
by any person or persons whomsoever to be employed for him her or them, or his

her or their benefit, to retail any rum, punch, ar any ‘other mixture of distilled spi-.

- rituous liquers or ether liquors, without taking eut a licence for that purpose, which
licence shall be issued under the band and seal of the governor or commander in
chief for the time being, on a cerlificate been produced, under the hands of five resi-
dent justices of the peace, that the persan applying for such licence is duly qualified

_and fit to be trusted with such licence; and upon receiving a certificate’ from the
deputy receiver general and treasurer of the said Islands, that the sum of ten pounds
hath been duly paid far such licence, and upon payment of the usual fees established
by law, which sum shall be remitted and paid into the public treasury of these Islands,
for and towards the support of the government thereof, which licence shall - be good

.icmd in force-for and during the term of one year fromthe date thereof, and no
onger. - “ o

2d. And be it forther enacted by the authority. aforesaid, That no person or
persons to whom such licence or licences as aforesaid sbhall be granted, shall sell or
dispose of any rom or mixtare of rum, ar other distilled spirituaus liquors, or other
liquors, before six o'clock in the marning, or after eight o'clock in the evening, under
a penalty of five pounds for every offence. :

226, | 3d: And
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BAHAMAS. '3d. And be'it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or persons
———~—" whomsoever, not having a license granted in 'manper hereinbefore directed” and in
Pgrsons having — force, -shall vend, sell, dispose of or deliver any rum, mixtuge of rum, or any other
licenses t"lfeta'l distilled spirituous liquors, or other liquors by retai]? under the penalty of fifty pounds ;
iﬁ;ﬁ‘f‘f,‘;“; {gg;;.m’ and that every such person to whom such license s@all be granted, shall put .hIS or
vames marked  -her name in a conspicuous place over the door of his or her house or shop, with the
aver their duors. . words “ licensed to retail spirituous liquors,” under the penalty of being deemed an

‘ualicensed ‘person, under this act; and punished accordingly.

Penalty on free 4th. And whereas slaves are often encouraged to steal salt, to which they have

persons purchasing gucess, “hy the keepers of dram shops and other evil disposed persons, who buy and

salt from 'SIM?S‘ receive the same; For remedy whereof, be it epacted, That from and after the
expiration of three months after the passing of this Act, it shall and may be lawful
to prosecute and punish any free person, buying or receiving any salt from any slave
or slaves, as for a misdemeanor, by fine or imprisonment, although the slave or person
who may have stolen the same be not convicted ; which prosecution and conviction
shall exempt such receiver from being punished as an accessary, if the principal
should afterwards be convicted. : ‘

Fersons selling 5th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any person within
liguors in less the said Turks Islands who shall sell to any person.or person, at any one time less than
-quantities than : . SO .. e L y .

three gallons, to be three gatlons of rum, or other distilled spirituous liquors, shall be deemed a retailer

deemed retailers.  githin the intent:and meaning of this act.

Offences against 6th.. Andbe'it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all offences against
this Act, how to be this act shall and may. be lawfully heard, adjudged, tried and determined by any three.
g‘iii"f“d deter- 61 more Justices of the peace resident on the said Turks Islands where the offence
'  $hall:be comimitted;; and all penalties and forfeitures imposed by this act, shall be
lgvied under and by virtie of a warrant under the hands and seals of such Jjustices of
the peace, -and shall be to the use of our sovereign lovd the King, his heirs and

successors, for and towards the support of this. government.’
Part of an-Act . 7th. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That so much of an act, intituled,
suspended. “.An Act to amend an act made and passed in the forty-fifth year of his Majesty’s.

~ Teign,” intituled, ““An Act to prevent persons on the out Islands retailing spirituous
liquors without being licensed, from trafficking with slaves, and for cther purposes
therein mentioned,” as applies to Turks Islands aforesaid, be suspended, and the
same is hereby suspended accordingly. . ‘~ -

Continuance of this*  8th. .And .be it further.enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall con-
Act. tinue and be in force from and after the expiration of three months from and after
the passing of this Act, for and during the term of two years, and from thence to the
ond of the-next session of the general assembly, and no longer.

|

AN ACT(_,.fo'r regu‘lating-the Hire of Slaves, Carts, Waggons and Drays, and
. _or.other purposes therein mentioned. [31st December 1808.]

Preamble. WHEREAS, 4t -is highly requisite and necessary that the Tiire of slaves, carts,
‘ “waggons and -drays; within the Island of New PBrovidence, should be duly ascer-
- tained, and the same properly regilated and restricted 5 may-<it therefore please

Your Majesty, That it may be enacted and'be it-enacted by his homor William Vesey

Munnings esquire, president and «commander in chief, the couneil and assembly of

‘Qwoers of slaves * the seid Islands, that from- and after .the passing -of this Aect it.shall not be lawful =

hiring the same to | ) ot TR (0F Facio 4l .
work out, shall for any-proprietor or other-person or persons having the direction or management of

register their any slave in the Island of New Providence, to suffer or permit such slave or slaves’
names in the police t0 bire themselves out to work, either on board of vessels or on the shore, as porters
office, andobtain  or labourers, without first registering ‘the names of such slaves in the police office,
therefrom a copper 5,4 obtaining therefrom 2. copper badge, with the number of such slave marked
cn the jacketeor  thereon ;.which badge is to be worn .on the jacket or frock-of the said slave, in'a
frock of the slave. cConspicuous manner. C , a )

Penalty on persons  .od, And be it fusther enacted, That any person .or persons hiring or employing,

loying slav 3 . .
;‘:’&:{;‘;ﬁ;ﬂ:‘ cither on board of vessels or on shore, any slave .or slaves not having a copper

such badge. ‘badge as aforesaid, shall be liable to the  penalty of five pounds for every slave -
' so employed, besides double the wages of such slave .or slaves, to be paid to the
owner or person having the management of the same, o

3dl And
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ad, And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the acting
macistrate shail, on application of the owner or person having the management of
any such slave or slaves, register the names of the same, and of their owner or
owners, in a book to be kept for that purpose, and shall furnish a copper badge to

be worn by such slave or slaves, upon payment of one dollar each.

ers,

4. And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any person or per-
sons obtaining any such badges, shall not allow the same to be worn by any other
slave or slaves than those for whom the same has been obtained at the police office,
nor for any longer time than such slave or slaves shall be permitted to hire them-
selves out to work aforesaid ; and on the death, sale or removal of such slave, shall
resurn the badge into the police office, under a penalty of five pounds for each and

every offence.

5th. And the better to prevent damage being done to the streets lanes and
alleys of the town of Nassau and suburbs, by heavy carriages, be it enacted, That
no person shall let or drive for hire any cart waggon or dray, within the limits of
the said town and suburbs, without having first obtained a licence for so doing from
the cowmissioners of roads streets and highways for the town and district of
Nassau, for which licence shall be paid five pounds per annum for every such cart
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waggon or dray ; and the money for such licences shall be paid into the hands of the -

commissioners, to be applied towards keeping the said streets lanes and alleys clean
and in repair ; and in case any person within the limits aforesaid shall let or drive
for hire any cart waggon or dray, without having obtained such licence, every such .
persou shall forfeit and pay for every such offence ten pounds, to be applied as
aforesaid. : : ‘

6th. And be it further éracted by the authority aforesaid, That every cart
waggon or dray licensed as aforesaid, shall have. painted on them the name of ‘the
owner, and be numbered and registered in the police office, and -no -person ‘shall
deface the said name or number under the penalty of fifty pounds ; and all slaves
driving such cart waggon or dray, shall be registered, and have a badge as aforesaid,
under a penalty of ten pounds, to be paid by the owner of every sich cart or dray
for every offence. o S o

7ih. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the owner of all
carts waggons and drays, shall be liable for any damage done by any such carts
waggous or drays, or by the slaves having charge thereof.

8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person
driving any cart waggon or dray, in'any of the streets lanes or alleys in the said
town or suburbs, shall ride upen such cart waggon or dray, not having some other
person on foot to guide the same, every such offender, being convicted before the
acting magistrates, by the oath of one credible witness, shall forfeit and pay the sum
of twenty shillings, and if a slave, the same to be paid by his owner or employer,
and in default of such payment the offender to be committed to the workhouse or
common gaol, and receive such punishment as the magistrates shall judge proper, not
exceeding thirty-nine lashes, S : i

9th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the rates of porterage,
cartage and drayage, shall be from time to time fixed and ascertained by the commis-
stoners of roads streets and highways for the town of Nassau. B

10th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all fines imposed by
 this Act, under the sum of twenty pounds, shall be recovered in a summary way before
the magistrates of police; and all sums above twenty pounds, by actions of debt, bill,

plaint or information, in his Majesty’s general court:

" ‘11th. And be it further enacted by the authority"'aforeséid; That this Act shall con-
tinue and be in force from and after the passing thereof, for and during the term of
ten years, and from thence until the end of the then next session of the general

assembly, and no longer. -

226, AN
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An ACT to continuéin force an Act to prohibit the purcha‘s_ing, selling, hiring
or employing of certain Foreign Slaves, except as therein excepted ; and
for other purposes therein mentioned. [31st December 1808.]

WHEREAS the above recited Act will expire; and whereas it is expedient

your Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted, by his honour William .
Vesey Munnings, esquire, president and commander in chief, the council and assembly
of your Majesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the
same, That the said Act, and every matter clause and thing therein contained,. shall
be and the same are hereby continued in full force, from and after the passing of this -
Act, for and during the term of ten years, and from thence to the end of the then
next session of general assembly, and no longer.

An ACT to further continue an Act, intituled, “ An Act to. bring into one
Act the several Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further
protection and security, for altering the mode of trial of Slaves charged
with Capital Offences, for suspending the several Acts and clauses of
Acts theréin mentioned, and for other purposes.”  [3d November 1809.]

~"'WHEREAS an Act, intituled, ¢ An Act to continue and briﬁg into one Act the

‘séveral laws relating to slaves; and for giving them further protection and security,
for altering the modeof trial of slaves charged. with capital offences, for suspending
the several Acts-and clauses of Acts therein mentioned, and for other purposes,” will

‘shortly expire; and whereas the said Act has been found beneficial, and it is expe-

- ‘dient that the same should be further contihued ; may it therefore please your Majesty,

Preamble. .
Recital of former

Acts.

‘that it may be enacted, and be it enacted, by his honour William Vesey Munnings,
esquire, president and commander in chief, the ‘council and assembly of your
said Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of the same,

That the said Act, and every matter clause and thing therein contained, shall continue
and be in force from and after the passing of this Act, for and during the term of
seven years, and from thence to the end of the then next session of the general
gssembly. ‘ ' '

BARBADOS.

Ax ACT to increase the sum made payable by_:former:Lawé, -on the manu-
mission of a Slave, and for their better support when manumitted. [12th
-May 1801.] ' . :

WHEREAS by the sixth clause of an Act of the legislature of this Istand, which
passed the twenty-seventh day of February one thousand seven hundred and thirty-
nine, intituled, * An Act for amending an Act of this Island, intituled, An Act for the
governing of negroes, and providing a proper maintenance and support for such’
negroes, indians or mulattoes, as hereafter -shall be manumitted or set free; as also
for preventing certain inconveniences frofn them arising. to the inhabitants of this
Island ;” it is enacted, that whoever should thereafter by deed or will, or by any
other ways or means whatsoever, manuinit, set free or discharge ‘from slavery, any
negro or other slave or slaves, ‘such person or. persons should for the better support
of such negro or slave, and to prevent their becoming burdensome to the parish in
which he she or they should live or reside, deposit or direct to be paid into the hands

~ of the churchwarden for the time being of the said parish, for each negro or other

slave so manumitted, set free or discharged from slavery, the sum of fifty pounds
current money, to be by the said churchwarden and the vestry of the said parish for

~ the time being, improved to the best advantage; and the said vestry should direct |,
- and appeint the sum of four pounds current money for the maintenance and support.

of such person so manumitted and set free, to be annually paid to him or her; and
' : ‘ in
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“#n case such person or persons should neglect or refuse to deposit, or direct such BARBADOS.
sum to be paid for the purpose aforesaid, the same should by the churchwarden for ‘“——nsi——'
‘the time being, immediately after such manumission..or freedom, be recovered by '
-action in the court of .common pleas of the proper precinct, or by a suit in equity
against the person or persons or his her or their representatives giving such freedomj;
.and be levied on his her or their proper estate, which is thereby made chargeable
with the payment thereof; and if the said vestry should, after the payment or recovery
.of the sum before mentioned, refuse to appoint such annual sum to the said free
person, or the same should not be annually paid to him or her, he or she should and
is thereby enabled and empowered to recover the said annuity as in case of servants
wages before any justice of the peace, who is thereby directed and required to hear
and determine the same, and to proceed thereon against the churchwarden of the
said parish for the time being in' manner aforesaid : And whereas by one other
. Act of the legislature of this Island, which passed the twenty-second day of Ja-
nuary one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, intituled, ‘ An Act to amend
an Act of this Island, intituled, An Act for amending an Act of this Island,
iotituled, An Act for the governing of negroes and for providing a proper
‘maintenance and support for such negroes, indians or mulattoes, as hereafter shall
/be manumitted or set free; as also for preventing certain inconveniences from
them arising to the inhabitants of this Island ; it is enacted, for the future any person
" . whoshould be minded to manumit or set free any negro or slave,. should actually
deposit or pay into the hands of the churchwarden for the time being of the parish in
‘which such person lived or resided, the sum of fifty pounds carrent money, and take
a receipt or certificate of the said churchwarden for the same; and without such
payment and such receipt or certificate, the deed of manumission or instrument of
writing should be as to the porpose of manumitting such slave, void and of no effect;
and the said negro slave so intended to be manumitted, should remain and continue -
and to all intents and purposes should be as much a slave, as if no deed of manumission -
or instrument of writing had been made; and it is therein also further enacted, that if
any person should thereafter by will or other writing direct any negro: or slave to be
manumitted after the death of such.person, or at any other future time, and the heir
at law, executor, or other person so directed to manumit such slave, should,.in order
to save the said sum of fifty pounds and to retain the said slave in slavery, .neglect to
~ pay the sum of fifty pounds current money into the hands of' the churchwarden of
the parish, and to manumit the said slave within three months after.the time ap-
pointed for ‘the manumission of the said slave, the said churchwarden might,
and he. is thereby authorized and required to sue in his own name, in the court
of the proper, precinct, or proceed by suit in equity for the said sum of fifty' pounds,
and as soon as he should recover and receive the same, he should execute a deed
.of manumission.in his own name, which should be effectual to manumit and set
free the said negro or slave: And whereas in consequence of the increased price
of all the necessary articles of life, the sum of four pounds current money of this
island, which has been hitherto allowed annually for the maintenance and support
of persons manumitted and set free is now become insufficient for that -purpose,
be it therefore enacted by his excellency the right honourable Francis lord Clause ist.
Seaforth, captain general, governor and commander in chief of this Island, :
chancellor ordinary and vice admiral of the same, the honourable the members
of his Majesty’s council, and the. general assembly of this Island, and by the .
authority of the same, That from and .after the ;passing of this Act, instead of fifty Everyperson manu-
pounds as prescribed by the said recited Acts, there shall be paid for every female mitting a slave, to
slave to be manumitted, the sum of three hundred pounds current money, .by the gf‘g;l £. 300 for the
ae . N . " A : umission of a
person manumitting such female slave, into the hands of the churchwarden for the fomale slave, and
tiine being of the parish where such person shall live ‘or reside, for the use of the. £.200 for & male;
said parish, and the vestry of the said parish shall direct and appoint the sum of the female slave,
eighteen pounds unto such female slave, current money, for the maintenance and :::‘i““";“l‘%tedért°
support of such slave ‘so-manumitted, to be annually paid ; and for every male slave ‘an:ux, the male
s0 manumitted the sum of two hundred pounds, to be paid in like manner, and such £.12. :
male slave so manumitted as aforesaid, to receive the sum of twelve pounds current
" 'money as also aforesaid ; and .all and every the powers and authorities .vested in
such churchwardens by the said recited Acts .or .either of ‘them, for enforcing the
.payment of the said former sum of fifty pounds, shall be and the same are hereby
vested in him for enforcing the payment of the said sums of three hundred pounds
and two hundred pounds; and if the said vestry, after the receipt of the said sums of

226. : three
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Clause 2d.

The provisions of
the Act, bearing
date the 22d of
January 1783,
extended to this
Act,

Preamble.

Clause.

Any person killing
any slave without
prevocation, on
conviction by the .

evidence of a white \white” person or persons, at a court of grand sessions, shall suffer death without

~ benefit of clergy : provided nevertheless, that any person so convicted of such murder

person, to suffer
death, without
benefit of clergy.
Proviso: no person
so convicted to
forfeit lands, &vc.
Passed the council
originally, 12th
February 1805;
assed the assem-
bly, 9th April
1805.
Passed the council,
amended, gth
April'1805, and
also the governor.

Preamble.
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three hundred pounds and two hundred pounds by the said churchwarden, shall
refuse to appoint such annual sum of eighteen pounds or ,twelve pounds, to the said
free person, or the same shall not be apnually pald to him or her, he or she may
and s hereby authorized and empowered to recover the same, as in case of servants
wages, on complaint made to any justice of the peace, who is hereby directed and
required to hear and determine the same, and to proceed thereon against the
churchwarden for the time being of the said parish.

And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and every the
provisions matters and things in the said recited Act of the twenty-second day of
January one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, made and prescribed with
respect to the said former sum of fifty pounds,- made payable by the said former
Acts, shall be and the same are hereby extended to the said sums of three hundred
pounds and two hundred pounds, by this present Act made payable on the future
manuinission of any slave, as fully and effectually to all intents and purposes, as if
the same were herein repeated and in express words enacted.

Read tbree times with the amend- Read three times and passed the
ments, and passed the Council Genceral Assembly, nemine con-
unanimously, this 12th day of tradicente, the 12th day of May

Y10 fpog

May 1801. 1301.
John A. Beckles, Sam! Moore,
D. C* of the Council. C*™ of the Gen' Assembly.
Assented to by His Excellency the Read with the amendments made
same day. . , by the Council, and passed by
"~ John A. Beckles, , the Gen' Assembly, the T2th day
' D. Sec’. of May 1801. -

Sam’ Moore,
C™ of the Gen' Assembly.

Ax ACT for the better Protection of the Slaves of this Island. [gth A pril 1805.]

WHEREAS the penalties directed by the several Acts of this Island against the
murdering of negro slaves have been found inadequate: And whereas the wilful and
malicious murder of any fellow creature, whether it be a free person or a slave,
ought to be punished with the death of the murderer; be it therefore enacted by his
excellency the right honourable Francis lord Seaforth, his Majesty’s captain
general, governor and commander in chief of this Island, chancellor ordinary
and vice admiral of the same, the honourable members of his Magesty’s council,
and the general assembly of this Island, and by the authority of the same, Le it
enacted, That if any person shall hereafter wilfully, maliciously, wantonly, and
without provocation, kill and murder any slave, whether such slave be the property
of the person so killing and murdering, or of any other person, such person so
killing and murdering, being duly convicied thereof by the evidence of onz of more

of a slave, shall not thereby forfeit his lands, negroes, goods or chattels, any law
to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding. - .

Read three times and passed the . Read three times and passed the

Council unanimously, this12th ¥ General A’ssémbly; the gth day
February 1805. S of April 1805.

Jo* Dottin Husbands, 3 J. R. Phillips,

D. Clerk of the Council. Clerk of the General Assembly.

Read three times and passed the Council unanimously with the Amendment,
this gth day of Aplil 1805. ‘ , ,
4 ' Jo* Dottin Husbands, D. Clerk of the Council.

An ACT for the punishment of such Slaves as shall be found practising
Obeah. [4th November 1806.] , ‘

WHEREAS many valuable slaves have lost their lives, or have otherwise been
materially injured in their health, by the wicked arts of certain negro and other slaves
going under the appellation of Obeah men and women, pretending to have communi-
cation with the devil and other-evil spirits, whereby the weak and superstitious are’

deluded
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deluded into a belief-of their having full power to .exempt them, whilst under their
protection, from any evils that might otherwise happen; in order to prevent such
mischief for the future, be it enacted by the honourable John Spooner, president of
his Majesty’s council and commander in chief of this Island, the honourable the
members of his Majesty’s council and the general assembly of this Island, and
by the authority of the same, That from and after the passing of this Act, any slave
who by pretending to any supernatural power, or by the practice of what is called
Obealy, shall cause the death of any other slave, shall, upon couviction thereof before
two neighbouring justices and three freeholders of the vicinity, suffer death.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any negro or other
slave shall mix or prepare, with an intent to give or cause to be given, any poison or
poisonous drug, or’ shall actually give or cause to be given any such poison or
poisonous drug to any other slave in the practice of Obeah or otherwise, although
“death may not ensue upon the taking thereof, the said slave or slaves, together with
their accessaries (as well before as after the fact, being slaves) being duly convicted
thereof as aforesaid, shall suffer death, transportation for life, or such other punish-
ment as the said court shall think proper to direct.

Read three times and passed the
General Assembly, this 4th day
of November 1806, - “

- Jo* Dottin Hiisbands, ‘ J. R. Philiips,
D. Clerk of the Council. Clerk of the General - Assembly.

Assented to by his"Honour the same day.
: ' Jo* Dottin Husbands, D. Sec’.

Read three times and passed the
Council unanimously, this 4th day
of November 1806.

John Spooner.

Ax ACT to remove doubts concerning the trial of Slaves manumitted after
the commission of Felonies of which they may stand accused. [14th March
1809.] ‘ o

‘WHEREAS doubts have arisen whether a slave, accused of .murder or any other
‘felony, and manumitted after the commission of the act for which he is accused, is
amenable and subject to the laws and statutes of this Island now in force for the trial
-of slaves charged with the commission of the aforesaid felonies; be it therefore
~ -enacted by the honourable John Spooner, president of his Majesty’s council and
-commander-in-chief. of this Island, chancellor ordinary and vice admiral of the same,
the honourable tHe members of his Majesty’s councii and the general assembly of

- this Island, .and by>the authority of the same, That any slave or slaves accused of

murder or any other felony or-felonies, shall be liable to be tried as a slave, and shall
be amenable and subject ‘to all the laws and statutes of this Island now-in force for
regulating and directing the trial of slaves; notwithstanding any attempt to elude the
law by any deed or deeds of manumission to the-said slave or slaves executed after the
«commission of the said murder, or any other felony or felonies of which the said slave
-or slaves shall stand charged with the commission. -~ . : -

* And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all deeds of manumis-
sion of any slave or slaves, after the commission of any murder or other felony of
-which the said slave or slaves is of are accused, and previous to the trial and acquittal
of the said slave-or slaves for the said offence or offences, are and shall be of no
- effect, and shall be void to all intents and purposes. o

Read three times and passed the
General Assembly unanimously,
- the 14th day February 1809,
. James Grasett,
Acting Clerk of the General Assembly.

Read three times and passed the
Council unanimously, this 14th
day of I'ebruary 1809.

Jo* Dottin Husbands, .
D. Clerk of the Council.

John Speoner.

Assented to by his honour the President, on the-14th day of March 180g:
g o -~ Jo Dottin Husbands, D. See,

‘226,
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Clause 1st. ~
Any slave con-
victed of causing
the death of a
slave, by pretending
to supernatural
power, or by
obeah, to suffer
death.

Clause 2d.

Any slave convicted
of Intending to give,
or of giving any
poison to a slave,
in the practice of
obeah, thongh death
may not ensue, to
sufler, with their
accessaries, the
punishment here
directed.

Passed 4th Nov.
1806. ’

Preamble.

Clause 1st.

A slave accused of
felony shall be tried
as a slave, notwiih-
standing any manu-
mission executed -
after the commis-

sion of the felony.

Clause ad.

All manumissions
of slaves accused of
felony, executed
between the com-
mission:thereof and
trial of the slaves,
shall be void,
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" - Henry Tucker.

" If such slave shall.
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BERMUDA.

Ax ACT to repeal an Act intituled, « An Act for the security of the Subject,
to prevent the forfeiture of life and estate upon kiljing a Negro or other

Slave.” - [17th July 1789.]

VVHEREAS although no instance can be adduced of any persons having claimed
-the benefit of the said Act intituled, “ An Act for thL security of the subJeLt, to pre-
vent the forfeiture of life and estate upon killing a negro or other slave,” and. the

" same is generally considered as obsolete, yet it is rmht to place a question of such a
‘nature beyond the possibility of 2 doubt, we thexetple your "\lajcsty s most dutiful
and loyal subjects, the general assembly of these your Majesty’s Bermuda or Somers
Islands in America, do most humbly beseech yocur Majesty, that it may be enacted
-and be it enacted by your Majesty’s governor, council and assembly, and it is hereby
. enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, that the said Act, intituled, ¢ an
Act for the security of the sub]ect to preveni the forfeiture of life: and estate upon
- killing a negro or other slave,” be repealed, and the same is hereby declared to be
repealed, and that this Act be not in force until" his Majesty’s pleasure be had
thereon, and made known in these Islands.

Preamble.

Voted and unammously passed the Assembly, “this sixteenth day of July cne
- thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, and ordered to be laid before the
~council for concurrence. James Tucker (Speaker.)

Concurred to by the Council, this seventeenth day of July one thousand seven
hundred and eighty-nine. John Harvy (President.)

Assented to this seventeenth day of July one thousand seven hundred and eighty-
‘nine. ' Henry Hamilton.

R

. Ax ACT to regulate the emancipation of Slaves, and to disable Free Neoroes
and persons of Colour from bemg seised of real Estate. [gth August1 806. 1

WHEREAS the rapid.increase of the number of free negroes and free persons of
colour, is great and growing evil to this commumty, and to prevent the same, it is
Preamble. deemed expedlent to regulate the emancipation of slaves, we therefore, your Ma-.
Noslave under . -jesty’s most dutiful and onal subjects, the general assembly of these your Majesty’s

~ forty yearsof age Bermuda or Somers Islands in America, do mnost humbly beseech your Majesty, that

shall be emanci-  jt may be enacted, and be it enacted by your Majesty’s president and commander in

pated, except tbOn_chief, council and assembly, and it is herehy enacted and ordained :by -the authority.

leave these Islands Of the same, That during the continuance of this A(,t no slave owner shall emanci-

within three . pate a slave of forty years of age or under, except upon condition of such slaves
‘S?“’“;hs' oted leaving these Islands within three months from the date-of his emancipation.

Uch eniancipate
slave, if fom,ﬁ And be it further enacted by the authorlty aforesaid, That if the said emancipated slave
within these  °  shall be found within these Islands after the expiration of three montbs from the date

- Islands after the " o pyjg emancipation (not having left the Tsland,) any magistrate, upon receiving infor-
- expiration af the

said term, shall be Tation and being satisfied of the fact, shall commit ‘the said emancxpated* slave to
committed to prison, who shall be, as soon as a proper opportunity offers, transported. by the
prison, and . public treasurer from off these Islands ; always provided, in the case of an emanci-
:’ge“a;f{i’g‘fffa_by pated slave’s not having left the Island, and being found therein after three months
suref_ irom the date of his emancipation, it shall be competent to-him to shew to any magis-
Proviso. trate, before whom he may be called, his mabxhty to procure 2 conveyance from these

‘A further allow-  Tslands,. or other sufficient cause of his continuance therein; and the said magistrate,

by ';)i“’fl‘::;" :)";‘1‘1?1’15 upon being satisfied .of the truth and sufficiency of the plea alledged, shall, under his -

emancipated slave, hand and seal give the said eman01pated slave a farther/ allowance of vtwo months

© in certain cases 3 from the day of the examination, for the purpose of leaving the Island; but if, at the

but if again found, explratlon of.the said pernod of two months, the said emanc1pated slave be again
he shall be com-
mitted and trans- found in the Island, he shall be commltted to prison, in the manner before prov1ded
_posted, as herein  and shipped off by the treasurer aforesaid.

i :
before directe And be it further enacted by the authority aforesald That as often as the said slave,

yeturn to these or any-other slave, to be shipped off in manner heremafter mentioned, shall return
Islands, he shall be into these Islands, he shall be taken up and transported by the pubhc treasurer, and '
. _.sold
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" sold in behalf of the public to the best advantage ; and the net proceeds to be remitted
to the said treasurer, after deducting his commission of ten per cent. shall be to his
Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and towards supplying the deficiency of the
fund established by an Act, intituled, “ An Act for raising a public revenue for the
support of the government of these his Majesty’s Islands.” -

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if the slave, so eman-
cipated, shall be above the age of forty years, then the owner shall,at the time of
the emancipation of the said slave, deposit with the public treasurer the sum of
fifty pounds current money; there to be and remain as a fund to indemnify the
_ public, or any parish in these Islands, for any charges which may be thereafter

incurred on account of emancipated slaves.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the
assing of this Act, any negro or person of colour, being or pretending to be free,
shall be liable to be called before any magistrate of these Islands; and . upon its
appearing that the requisites of this Act,’ ir} the eman.cipation of the said negro or
person of colour, had net been complied with, the said negro or person of colour
shall be committed tq prison, for the period of one month, and forthwith adver-
tised by the said magistrate in the Bermuda Gazette, four successive weeks ; and if
atthe end of that time, he or she shall not be claimed by any person as his or
_ her slave, the said negro or person of colour shall be, in manuer hereinbefore
“mentioned, shipped off by the treasurer aforesaid, the expenses attending the exa-
mination, committing to prison and advertising the said negro or person of colour,
to be defrayed by the public; and if within the said period of one month, the said
megro or person of colour shall be claimed as a slave by any person, the said
-owner (satisfactorily proving his or her title to the said slave) shall be obliged to
discharge all the said expenses, which shall have been incurred by the examination,
committing to prison, and advertising the: said negro or person of colour : Always
provided, that no part of this clause shall in any manner affect or extend to any
negro or person of colour, who shall, upon examination, satisfactorily prove his
or her title to freedom before the passing of this Act. ’ i

And whereas it is deemed highly injurious to this community and inconsistent
with the laws now in being, that free negroes and persons of colour should be
seised of real estate, be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from
and after the passing of this Act, no free negro or person of colour shall be capable
of acquiring o of being seised of any real estate whatever, either by descent or
purchase, or by any mode of conveyance whatever, whether in trust for them, or.
any or either of them, or any how otherwise, but that all houses, lands, and other

taken up, trans-
ported, and sold in
behalf of the
publie. .
Application of ths
net proceeds of such
sale.

if the slave to be -
emancipated exceed
forty years of age,
the owner shall
pay £.50 into the
public treasury. -
For what uses to be
reserved. .
In what manne:
any negro, &c.
pretending to be
free, shall be pro-
ceeded agaiust, if it
shall appear that
the requisites of
this Act, in the
emaucipation of
such negro, &e,
have not been
.complied with. .

If any negro, &e.

s0 pretending to be .

free, shall be claiin -
ed as 3 slave, the
owner shall be
obliged to defray
all the expenses
which shall have
been incurred.
Proviso.

No free negro, or
person of colour,
shall be capable of
acquiring or being
seised of any real
estate whatever,
after the passing of
this Act.

All such real estate

real estate, .to which any free negro or person of colour shall, after the  passing of shall be forfeited

this Act, claim title as the owner of the fee thereof, or as the beneficial owner
where the fee :is in a trustee, shall be forfeited and recoverable in' the' courts of
king’s bench and common pleas of 'these Islands, in an action of ejectment by
the public treasurer for the time being ; which action the said public treasurer is
hereby authorized and required to bring in every such case; and upon judgment
“being given in favour of ‘the said public treasurer; and execution thereof made, the
said real property so recovered shall be sold by the said treasurer, and the net

proceeds thereof, after deducting his.commission of five per cent. shall be to his

and sold.

The net proceeds of
such sales granted -

to his Majesty.

Majesty his heirs and - successors, for .and towards supplying “the deficiency of

the fund established by an Act, intituled, ¢ An Act for raising a publie revenue -

-for the support of the government of these his- Majesty’s. Islands :”  Always pro-

vided, .that this clause shall be confined to cases of real property acquired after the
-passing of this Act, and that the same do not in any manncr extend to or affect the
-real property of the present pessessors, or of sich free negroes or persons of colour
as shall give satisfactory proof of having legally acquired the fee of the said pro-
perty previously to the passing of this Act: Provided also, that the claims of
creditors of any free negroes or persons of colour, be not in any manner affected or
prejudiced by -this Act, or by any forfeiture to arise under it; but that whatever
remedies such creditors might by law have had before the passing thereof against any
real property; which may be the- subject of forfeiture under this Act, or the possessors

This clause shall
not extend to any
real property legally
acquired before the
passing of this Act.

The creditors of any
free aegroes, &c.
shall not be preju-
diced by any for-"
feiture to arise
under this Act.

thereof, they shall in the fullest manner have against such real property notwith-

standing the: passing. of this Act.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no house land or
‘tenement shall, from and after the passing of this Act, be leased to any free
226, . o ' a negro

No house, &c. shall
be leased to any
free negro, &c. for -
a longer term than
Seven years.
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negro or person of colour, for any longer term than seven years, and that any lease
for any longer term shall be uttterly void; always provided, that no lease what-
ever shall be considered valid, unless the same shall be recorded in the secretary’s

" office within three months from the date of such lease, and the true date of such

Appropsiation,

This Act shall be
in force for seven
years after his
Majesty’s assent
shall have been had’
thereto, and made
known in these
Islands.

Preamiie.

recording be registered or indorsed upon such lease.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all monies arising by
virtue of this Act, whether by fine forfeiture or otherwise, not herein-before parti-
cularly appropriated, be to his Majesty his heirs and successors, for and towards
supplying the deficiency of the fund established by an Act, intituled, ““ An Act for
raising a public revenue for the support of the government of these his Majesty’s
Islands.”

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act be and
continue in force for and during the space of seven years, from and after the time
that his Majesty’s assent shall be had thercto and made known-in these Islands, and .
then to determine and expire.

Passed the Assembly, this seventh day of August one thousand eight hundred and
six, and ordered to be laid before the Legislative Council for concurrence.

By order of the House, James Tucker,. (Speaker.)

:Concurred to by. the Legislative Council, this eighth day of August one thousanil
eight hundred and six. Sam* Trott, (President.)

Assented to this ninth day‘of August one. thousand eight hundred and six.
‘ Henry Tucker.

DOMINICA.

Ax ACT to revive and make perpetual an Act of this Island, intituled,
“ An Act for the encouragement, protection and better government of
Slaves.” [t5th March 1793.]

“WHEREAS an Act of the Legislature of this Island, intituled, “ An Act for
the enconragement, protection and better government of Slaves,” ‘s expired,
and having-been found highly beneficial to the colony, it is necessary and expedient
to revive and to make perpetual the same, we your Majesty’s dutiful loyal and

- obedient subjects, the governor council and assembly of this your Majesty’s Island

of Dominica, humbly pray your most excellent Majesty, that it mnay-be enacted and
ordained ; and be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That the said Act, intituled “ An Act for the encouragement, protection and better
government of Slaves,” be and the saine is hereby revived and made perpetual.

Passed the House of Assembly, this fifteenth day of March one thousand seven
bundred and ninety-three. » ‘ ‘
‘ ‘ F. COLLINS, Clerk of the House of Assembly.

Passed the Council in the Council Chamber, this fifteenth day of March one thou-
sand seven hundred and ninety-th‘re‘e. Griffin Curtis, Clerk.of the Council. -

* Assented to this. fifteenth day of March one thbusand seven'huridfed and ninety-
three, and in the thirty-third year of his Majesty’s reign. ‘
o o - ' Jaji_zes ( g;:i t .BrIICé. o
Dominica, duly published.in the town of Roseau, this fifieenth day of March one -
4housand seven hundred and ninety-three. . James Laing, Provost Narshal.
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Ax ACT to revive an Act of this Island, intituled, An Act to establish a
company of rangers, for the apprehending and-suppressing of runaway
slaves, and for obliging the proprietors, renters or employers of all slaves
belonging to or employed on the several plantations and lands in this

_ Island to furnish a proportion of their slaves to be sent into the wooeds
after and in search of runaways; to provide officers for such company,
by engaging such proper white persons and people of colour as may be
disposed to be employed on the said service ; and for granting encourage-
ment for the apprehending or destroying of any of the runaways; and to
empower magistrates, on the requisition of the commanding officer of the
said company of rangers, to issue their warrant to call to the assistance of

DOMINICA.
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the said company of rangers a certain number of slaves from the neigh- '

bouring plantations in cases of emergency, and to prevent the importation

of slaves convicted or known to have been guilty of murder, insurrection,

or other capital offences, and to prevent the sale of -gunpowder, fire-arms,
or other offensive weapons to runaways.”. [15th March 1793.]

WHEREAS it is found expedient and necessary to. revive an-Act of this Island,
intituled, ““ An Act to establish a company of rangers for the apprehending and
suppressing of runaway slaves, and for obliging the proprietors, renters or employers
of all slaves belonging or employed on the several plantations and lands in ‘this
Island to furnish a proportion of their slaves to: be sent into the woods after and in
search of runaways; to provide officers for such company, by engaging such proper
white persons and people of colour as may be disposed to be employed on the said
service; and for granting encouragement for the apprehending or destroying of any

runaways ; and to empower magistrates, on the requisition of the commanding officer -

of the said company of rangers, to issue their warrant to call to the assistance of the
said company of rangers a certain number of slaves from the neighbouring plantations
in cases of emergency, and to prevent the importation of slaves convicted or known
to have been guilty of murder, insurrection, or other capital offences ; and to prevent
the sale of gunpowder, fire-arms, or other offensive weapons, to runaways ;” we,
your Majesty’s dutiful, loyal and obedient subjects, the commander in' chief, the
council and assembly of this your Majesty’s island of Dominica, do humbly pray
your most excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted and ordained; and be it
and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, That an
act of this Island, intituled, “-An Act to establish a company of rangers for
the apprehending and suppressing of runaway slaves, and for obliging the proprietors,
renters or employers of all slaves belonging to or employed on the several plantations
and lands in this island, to furnish a proportion of their slaves to be sent into the
woods after and in search of runaways; to provide officers for such company by
engaging such proper white persons and people of colour as may be disposed to be
employed in the said service, and for granting encouragement for , the apprehending
or destroying of any of the runaways, and to empower magistrates on the requisition
of the commanding officer of the said company of rangers, to issue their warrants to
-call to the assistance of the said company of rangers a certain number of slaves from
the neighbouring plantations in.cases of emergency, and to prevent the importation
of slaves convicted or known to Lave been guilty of murder, insurrection or other
capital offences, and to prevent the sale of gun-powder, fire arms or other offensive
weapons to runaways,” and every clause matter and thing therein contained,
be and the same is and are hereby revived. ,  Simon Fraser, Speaker.

~ Passed the House of Assembly, this fifieenth day of March one thousand ‘seven

‘hundred and ninety-three. F. Collins, Clerk to the House of Assembly,

~ Passed the Council in the Council Chamber, this fificenth day of March one

thousan seven hundred and ninety-three.  Griffin Curtis, Clerk of the Council,

Assented to this fifteenth day of March one thousand seven hundred and ninety-
_three, and in the 33rd year of his Majesty’s reign. : : :

Duly published in the town of Roseau, this fifteenth day of March in the year

one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three. - = B

o : : o James Laing, Provost Marshal.

-

Preamble.
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An ACT to enable the Commanding Officer of the Corps of Rangers
employed in suppressing the runaway Slaves, to procure such Slaves for
guides as he shall think best qualified to discover the camps or places of
resort of the runaways in the woods. - :

WHEREAS the owners renters or possessors of slaves qualified to serve as guides
to the rangers for discovering the camps or places of resort of the runaway slaves, may
from selfish or other motives refuse or neglect to furnish such slaves when called for by
the commanding officer of the'corps of rangers, whereby the danger to be apprehended

from the runaways, and the heavy expense of maintaining sueh rangers, may be con-

" tinued for a much longer time than they otherwise would; in order therefore to avoid

these evils, we your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal sybjects, the governor in chief and
the council and the assembly-of the Island of Dominica, do humbly pray your most
excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted and ordained, and be it and it is hereby
enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That from and immediately
after the publication of this Act, it shall and may be lawful for the com-
manding officer of the corps of rangers to call, either in- person or by note under
bis hand, on the owner renter or possessor of any slave or slaves whom he may
think best qualified to discover any camp or place of residence of the runaway slaves,
er on the attorney or attornies, agent or agents of such owner renter or possessor,
in order to procure the attendance of such slave or slaves to gnide the rangers in the
woods, for such length of time as the commanding officer of the corps shall deem
necessary; and, for the service of such slave or slaves, the owner renter or possessor
of him ‘or them shall be entitled to receive out of the public treasury three shillings
by the day, on the certificate or return of the commanding officer of the rangers;
and in case such slave or slaves shall be killed, maimed or lamed in the service, the

~ value of the loss thereby suffered by the owner renter or possessor, shall be made

good out of the public treasury, according to the estimation of any two respectable
mhabitants who may be judges of the value of such slave or slaves; and the owner

" renter or possessor of such stave or slaves as aforesaid, who shall, by himself or

herself, his her or their attorney or attornies, agent or manager, refuse or neglect
immediately to furnish to the commanding officer of the corps of rangers, such slave

“or slaves sufficiently clothed, shall for every such offedce forfeit the sum of fifty -

pounds, to be recovered on the oath of the commanding officer of the rangers before
‘any one justice of the peace, and to be levied by warrant from such justice to the
provost marshal, which warrant shall be executed by him in the manner and order
as executions issued out of the court of common pleas are executed by him ; and
such forfeitures, when levied and received by the provost marshal, shall be paid by

" him into the public treasury for the public uses of the colony, and the marshal shall

be entitled to demand and receive the like fees for levying and executing all such
warrants as on executions out of the court of common pleas. '
: | o _ o W= Pagan, Speaker.’
Passed the House of Assembly, this fifth day of December one thousand seven
hundyed and ninety‘-'foqr. o F Collins, Clerk of Assembly. v
Passed the Council, this fifth day of December one thousand seven hundred and
~ ninety-four. -~ G.Curtis, Clerk of the Council.
Assented to this sixth day of December one thousand seven hundred and ninety- ‘
four. h S Henry (Great Seal) Hamilton.”

- AN ACT for the more effectual apprehending of Runaway Slaves, and to
oblige the Provost Marshal of this Island to receive into his custody in the
Common Gaol all' Runaway Slaves, and to advertise them in the News-
paper of the Ieland, and if not claimed within a limited time to oblige
him to sell them for the public benefit, for appointing a Committee of the -
Council and Assembly. to inspect the Common Gaol from time to time,
and for other purposes in this Act mentioned.—{30th April 1798.]

WHEREAS at present there is no sufficientlaw for the purposes in the title of
this Act mentioned, we therefore your Majesty’s dutiful and obedient subjects
the governor and the council and assembly of the said Island of Dominica, do
humbly pray your Majesty that it may be enacted and ordained, ;

, i ‘ ©1st.



THE TREATMENT OF SLAVES. 43

1st. And be itand it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That
it shall and may be lawful from and after the publication of thi§Act, for any white person
or persons, or for any free person or persons, and he and they is and are hereby required
and directed, to apprehend and take up in any part of this Island any slave or slaves
* who may be there found, and who may appear to such person or persons to be a runaway
or runaways, and him he or'them forthwith to conduct to the common gaol, and the
provost marshal as gaol-keeper shall and he is hereby required to receive into his
custody -all such runaway slave or slaves so to be brought to him, and-to pay the
apprebender or apprehenders the sum of sixteen shillings and sixpence for each
such slave, besides mile money at the rate of one shilling per mile for the distance
which such slave may be brought, provided the said slaves shall not be owned by
any inhabitant of this Island ; and the provost marshal shall, after any such slave or
. slaves are brought and delivered to him as aforesaid, advertise him her or them'in

DOMINICA.
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the public newspaper to be then next published, and if not claimed shall proceed to

the sale, and sell and dispose of the said runaway slave or slaves in the manner and

form hereinafter provided for the sale and disposal of any runaway slave or slaves

belonging to any inhabitant of this Island ; and if the runaway slave or slaves to be
apprehended and committed as aforesaid shall be claimed, the ‘owner or owners
thereof,-or his her or their attorney or agent shall first be obliged to verify their
claim by affidavit in writing before any magistrate of this Island, by proving the

property of such runaway slave or slaves, and having so done and delivered the same =

“to the provost marshal, the said provost marshal shall, on being paid his lawful fees
and disbursements for such runaway slave or slaves as hereinafter provided, deliver
him hér or them to his her or their respective owner or owners, or his her or their
lawful attorney or agent. T |

“2d. And be it further enacted and ordained by the authority aforeséﬁd, That from
and after the publication of this Act, it shall and may be lawful for any white per-

son, free person of colour, or slave, to apprehend or take up any slave or slaves

that shall be found off or from the plantation of his her or their owner renter or

employer, or out of the town or plantation wherein or whereon his' her or their
~owner renter or employer actually then is or usually reside (except slaves employed
in bringing water or other necessaries for such owner, renter or employer’s use, or
unless attending upon some white or free persor, and except tradesmen erhployed on

any of the plantations of this Island, and not belonging thereto) without a permis-

sion’ in writing signed by such owner renter or employer, and the person or persons
- apprehending such slave or slaves; is and are hereby directed to conduct him her or
them in_forty-eight bours, or to cause him her or them to be conducted to the
common gaol, or to the plantation, habitation, or usual place of residence of the
owner renter or employer of such slave or slaves,’ who s hereby required to pay to
the apprehender or apprehenders of such slave or slaves the sum of eight shillings
and threepence for each slave, if taken up within two miles of such owner renter or
employer’s plantation, habitation, or the town or plantation wherein or whereon he
or she usually resides at the time of such apprehending ; and if taken up at any
greater. distance, sixteen shillings and sixpence, and one shilling fer every computed

mile such slave or slaves is or are conducted either to gaol or place of residence of

the owner ; and in case any dispute shall arise about the mile-money, the same shall

be determined by any justice of the peace; and if such owner renter or employer

shall refuse to pay such reward, any justice of the peace is hereby authorized and
required, upon complaint, and the oath or oaths of the apprehender or apprehenders
~of such slave or slaves, of such refusal to pay as aforesaid, /to issue his warrant of
distress in nature of an execution directed to any constable to levy .the same, with

the charges, on the goods and chattels of such owner renter or employer, and the
goods and chattels levied on, such constable is hereby required to expose to sale
under the same regulations conditions and restrictions as are appointed for the sale
‘of goods and chattels of defendants taken in execution by the provost marshal of
this Island; provided always, that such sale shall be made within ten days'from the
day of levy, and it shall and may be lawful for snch constable to deduct as a fee for
‘his trouble, the sum of sixteen shillings 'and sixpence out of the proceeds of 'such
levy and sale. . N B

3d. ‘And be itand it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That
the provost marshal or his lawful deputy shall receive all runaway - slave or slaves

belonging to any inhabitant of this Island to be brought to him as aforesuid, and shall
- 226, - x ~ confine
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confine him or them in the common gacl, and shall pay the apprehender or appre-

henders of such slave or slaves the rewards and mile-money specified in the second .
clause of this Act, and the said provost marshal shall immediately advertise such

‘runaway slave or slaves in the public newspaper of this Island for three successive

weeks, describing the sex, and as near as may be the age, size, complexion, or any
other external marks whereby he she or they may be the more readily known,
together with the country of the said slave, and his her or their name or names
(if known) and shall alse immediately, in a list to be put up on the outside of the
door of his office, insert the name or names, age, size, and external or country
marks as above expressed ; and i case the provost marshal or his lawful deputy
shall fail in performing the several matters in this clause direcb.ed, he shall forfeit
and pay the sum of five pounds for every such neglect, to the informer or persons
injured thereby, and all goal fees and other charges thereon, such penalties to be
recovered before any two justices of the peace, on due proof of such neglect, and to
be levied by their warrant of distress and sale as before directed in the second clanse
of this Act; and if the slave or slaves thus advertised, is or are not claimed within
three 'months from and after the day on which bhe she or they were delivered into
the hands of the provost marshal or his lawful deputy, it shall and may be lawful for
the said provost marshal or his lawful deputy, and he is hereby required, to sell the
said slave or slaves at public outcry to the highest bidder or bidders, and the monies
arising from such sale, after deducting the several charges and goal fees for such slave
or slaves as hereinafter provided, shall be returned to the owner or owners of sueh

- slave or slaves ; and if such owner or owners do not appear to claim the same, then -

the provost marshal shall be at liberty to apply the same in part payment of his
account against the colony, rendering -at the same time to the clerk of the assembly a
full account of the sale charges and net proceeds, for the inspection of the committee
of public accounts on passing the account of the marshal, until the owner or owners
may appear ; and if such owner or owners do not appear and claim the same within
one year after the sale, then the said application shall be final and conclusive for the
public benefit of the colony; and in case any runaway slave or slaves shall die in gaol,
the marshal’s lawful fees and disbursements for such slave or slaves shall be charged
to the public of this Island, )

4th. And beit and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That
the provost marshal, over and above being reimbursed and paid the rewards and mile-
money, to be paid byhim as hereinbefore directed, shall be allowed and paid for
the feeding and attending each negro committed to gaol-as a runaway, the following
sum, that is to say, one shilling and sizpence for every twenty-four hours, for
receiving and discharging each runaway slave, seven shillings and sixpence and no
more, and for advertising each slave in English and French, sixteen shillings and
sixpence. : ‘

5th. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid; That a committee of the council
and -assembly to be from time to time appointed, to consist of two members of -
the council to be named by the president of the board, and three members of the
assembly to be named by the speaker, or a majority of such committee, or any
two members thereof, shall have it-in their power at all times hereafter to inspect
the common gaol, and to enquire into the treatment of all slaves whatever therein
confined, and to see that their daily allowance of wholesome food, which shall be
equal to three-fourths of the daily allowance made by this Act, be regularly provided
for and given to them; and if the goal-keeper shall on such enquiry be found not to
have done his duty in either of the aforesaid particulars, he shall be fined by the
committee, or a ‘majority of them, in the sum of five pounds, and the provost-
marshal shall be answerable for the said fine, and be charged therewith in his account
with the public. ' Chat Winston, Speaker.

Passed the House of Assembly, this twenty-eighth day of September in the year
ene thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven. : r o

\ : F. Collins, Clerk of the Assembly.

Passed the Council, this twenty-seventh day of April one thousand seven bundred
and niunety-eight. , Geeo. Boyce, Assis' Clerk of the Assembly.

‘ Duly published in the town of Roseau, this thirtieth day of April in the year one
thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight. - James Laing, P. M,

Andrew (1.8.) Cochrane Johnstone.
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Aw ACT to make the testimony of Slaves admissible in - certain cases and
- under certain restrictions for a limited time, to forfeit runaway Sfaves
who have been absent from the service of their masters a certain time,
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and to oblige the inhabitants of this Island having intelligence of the -
situation or motions of the runaway Slaves, to communieate the same to- .

the persons, and in -the manner prescribed by this Act, and to prevent
persons from harbouring or employing Slaves on their plantations or in
their houses without a written permission -from the owner or person

having charge of such Slaves, and for other purposés. [3oth April1798.]

‘WHEREAS many evil disposed persons in this Island do, notwithstanding
sundry salutary laws made for the suppression of runaway slaves, still persist in the
pernicious practice of carrying on an intercourse with the runaway slaves, and of
supplying them, not only with the necessaries of life, but also with arms and ammu-
nition, whereby the said runaways are enabled to continue in a state of revolt .and
rebellion, such persons so carrying on an intercourse with and supplying the said
runaways as aforesaid, being emboldened in the said wicked practice by the
difficulty (the admission) of testimony of slaves. not being allowable in any case as
the law now stands) of convicting them of their said offences; for remedy whereof,’
we the governor in chief and the . council and the assembly of the Island “of

‘Preamble..

Dominica do humbly pray your most excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted and

ordained,

1st. And be it and it is “hereby énactéd and ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That no white person or free person of colour, from and after the publication of"

‘this Act, shall give sell or barter any gunpowder, fire-arms or other offensive
- weapons, salt, salt provisions, clothes or other necessaries’ whatever, or hold any
intercourse or correspondence, directly or indirectly, to or with any runaway slave
or slaves knowing them to be such, under the penalty of being deemed guilty of
a_high misdemeanor, and shall on conviction thereof suffer punishment by fine,
pillory, imprisonment and banishment, or ‘any or either of them, at the discretion of
the court before whom such white or free person of colour shall be tried and con-
“victed, and such justices are hereby authorized to pronounce judgment. of the last<
~mentioned punishments any or either of them. '

2d. And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,

That where any person shall be charged or accused of any of the crimes in the

preceding daUSg(mentioned, it shall and may be lawful in support of such charge or

accusation, to-examine as witnesses on their corporal caths any slave or slaves other -
than the slave or slaves of the person accused, before any judge, justice of the peace,

grand jury or petty jury, in any court within the said Island having cognizance of
such offences ; provided always nevertheless, that no white person or free person of
colour shall be convicted of any of the offences aforesaid on the testimony of ‘any

slaves, unless two of the said slaves at the least, clearly and consistently with.

each other, depose to the same fact, act or circumstance ; and also unless the ' said
slaves are examined apart, and out of the hearing of each other; and provided
also, that no white person or free person of colour shall be -convicted on the

testimony of any slaves of .any of the offences aforesaid, unless the same be prose- -
[ -

cuted within twelve months after the commission thereof. = - :

- grd. And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That all male slaves taken after. the first day of September in the year one thousand
seven hundred and ninety-seven, at the expense of this colony, or otherwise, who
shall have been absent for the space of twelve months previous to the time' of  their

apprehension and commitment, shall be forfeited and banished from the Island by

the sentences of the justices who™ may try them, to any place or places distant from
this Island at least twenty-five leagues (unless condemned according to law, on the

verdict of a jury by the court who shall try such slave, to suffer death) and such slave -

or slaves shall be sold by the provost marshal or his deputy, subject to their
Tespective sentences, within three days after the pronouncing thereof, and the money
arising from such sale, after deducting the reasonable charge thereof, and the reward
allowed by law for the apprehending such slaves, shell be paid to the owner or
owners thereof. S S

226, : . 4th, And
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4th. And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That where any slave or slaves shall be sold as aforesald,. sub_]‘ect to a gentence or
sentences of banishment, the person or persons purchasing the same, before. the
delivery thereof, shall with two sufficient sureties enter into a_recognizance with his
Majesty, his heirs and successors, before any of his Majesty’s justices of the peace, in
double the value of the slave or slaves to be so purchased, cenditioned to banish the

. same, within seven days after the date of such recognizance; and if such slave or slaves

shall after the expiration of that space of time remain on this Island, such recognizance
shall be deemed forfeited, and shall be sueable and recoverable as other forfeited
recognizances to his Majesty now are or may by law be sued and recovered, and
the amount of such recognizance shall, when recovered, be paid’into the public
treasury of this Island for the benefit and uses thergof.

5th. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and every person and,
persons shall and they are hereby enjoined, on discovering or knowing the situation
or movement of the runaways or any party thereof, to give the earliest possible
information thereof, either to some commander of a party acting against the
runaways, or to the commander in chief of this Island ; anq any person or persons,
who shall be credibly informed of, discover or know of the situation or movement of
the said runaways or any party thereof, and shall neglect to give information thereof
as aforesaid, shall for-every such offence, on conviction thereof, if a white person or
free person of colour, forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds current money of this
Island, to be recovered in any court of record within this Island, and be paid one-half
to the person who shall sue for the same, and the other half into the colony treasury
of this Island for the public uses thereof; and if a slave, on conviction thereof by any
two or more justices of the peace, shall receive such public punishment of flogging
not exceeding thirty-nine lashes, as the said justices of the peace in their discretion
shall order and adjudge. ’ ‘ :

6th. And whereas it often happens that slaves absent themselves froti the service.

- of their masters and mistresses upon very slight occasions, and are afterwards employed

or harboured by evil-minded white persons and free persons of colour, and sometimes
by slaves, whereby such runaways are countenanced and encouraged in continuing
absent from their duty; for remedy whereof, be it and it is hereby enacted and.’
ordained by the authority aforesaid, That after any slave or slaves hath or have
absented himself herself or themselves from his her or their owner or eémployer’s .
service, every other slave knowing thereof, who shall entertain, employ, harbour, -
receive or conceal, or any way assist, comfort, afford or give sustenance to any
such runaway slave or slaves, shall upon conviction thereof before any justice of the
peace of this Island, for such offence be publicly whipped upon the bare breech,

- with any number of stripes not exceeding thirty-nine ; and if any white person or free

person of colour shall ‘entertain, employ, harbour or receive, or any. way assist
comfort, afford or give sustenance to any such runaway slave or slaves, such white or
free person of colour for the first offence, shall forfeit the sum of twenty-five pounds
current money, for the second offence fifty pounds, and for the third, imprisonment
for a month, and to be put in the pillory once during that time ; which several penal-
ties, on conviction of the offender or offenders before any three justices of the peace,
shall be recovered by their warrant to the provost marshal, who shall levy the same
in the manner as executions on complaints are levied, and executed out of the court
of common pleas, and be entitled to the same fees thereon, and when récovered such
penalties shall be paid into the public treasury for the public uses of the colony ; and
such offender or offenders shall moreover be liable to an action at the suit of the
owner renter or employer of such runaway slave or slaves, for employing harbouring -
or concealing of such runaway slave or slaves, in which action the jury shall allow
to the plaintiff or plaintiffs, in case a verdict shall be found for him her or them,
at the rate of twelve shillings per diem, for every day he or she shall be proved to

- have been runaway and absent as aforesaid, besides full costs of suit; and in all cases

of prosecutions for any of the penalties in this clause mentioned, the justices shall

‘admit the testimony of slaves in support of the prosecution, in the same manner as

prescribed by the second clause of this Act: -provided always, that the said justices
shall not examine as witnesses against any offender or offenders; any of his her or
their own proper slaves ; and if after the publication of this Act, any white or free

‘person of colour shall employ any slave or slaves, who may not have a written per-

mission
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mission or ticket for working out from his heror their owner, such white or free
person. shall- be liable to pay twelve shillings per day, for every day he or she
-may employ such slave, to be recovered as aforesaid with full costs of suit. '

7th. And for the more ready apprehending any slave or slaves runaway, be it
further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be lawful for
the owner renter or employer of any sldve or slaves, or any other person by his
directions and in his aid, having a warrant from a magjstrate, to enter any negro
house or houses, belonging to any person or persons, and upon refusal of opening
the doors of any negro house or houses by day or by night, to search for any such
runaway slave or slaves, then to break them open, baving first given notice to the
_owner, renter, manager or overseer of the plantation, if any such thereon living and
then at home, or else to any other white person being there, otherwise to proceed
- tomake such search without notice ; and if any other person or persons whomsoever,
either owner, renter, manager, overseer or any other white person of or on any planta-
tion, shall hinder, threaten, oppose or: deter any person or persons giving notice as
aforesaid, from making search in his, her, their orany of their negro-houses, for any
runaway slave orslaves, such person or persons shall pay and forfeit each, for every
such offence, a fine not exceeding ten'pounds, nor under five pounds current money
of this Island, fo be recovered as hereinafter directed ; and further, if any person or
‘persons shall make search, or aid or assist in' making such search, without first

giving noticc, when any white person is on the plantation, when such search shall be -

made, according to the tenor and direction of, this Act, or shall under colour of such
search, beat, abuse, wound or hurt any slave or slaves without just cause, the
‘offender or offenders each shall forfeit any sum not exceeding ten pounds, nor under

five pounds, current money, besides being liable to an action of the party injured for

damages, and if application before a warrant obtained, be made by the ‘owner renter
of employer of any runaway slave or slaves, or any other free person for him or her,
to the owner renter or manager of any plantation in the country or house in town, to
search or cause to be searched the négro-house belonging to such plantation or house
in town, for any such runaway slave or slaves as he or she may have received infor-
mationr is or are there harboured concealed or entertained, such owner renter or

DOMINICA.
N e’

tanager of such plantation or house'in town, shall immediately make diligent search .

er cause such diligent search to be made in the negro-house and other suspected place
in the said plantation or to'the said house in town belonging, for such runaway slave
or slaves, and upon proof of the refusal to make such search, or to cause. such search
to beé made, the party so réfUSi'n_’g shall forfeit in manner aforesaid : provided always,
that before such forfeiture be'incurred, the owner renter or employer of such runaway
slave or slaves, shall make oath before soime justice of the peace, that hé did actually
receive such information, and thatthere was probable cause to suspect that it might
be true; the fines to be incurred by virtue of this clause to be recovered, before any
two justices of the peace, by warrant of distress. :

8th. Whereas it sometimes happens that slaves who have been guilty of crimes or

petty offences are harboured and concealed, so that they canunot be apprehended and -

speedily brought to justice; for remedying which inconveniences, be it enacted by
the authority aforesaid, That when any warrant or warrants shall be granted by any
~ of the justices of the peace in this.Island, for the apprehending of any slave or slaves,
the person authorized to apprehend such slave or slaves, if such slave or slaves cannot
be immediately found, shalt apply to the owner renter or employer of such slaves,

- whoupon notice of such warrant being granted, shall deliver or cause to be delivered -

up such slave or slaves to the constable or person authorized to exécute it, on pain of
forfeiting, in case of neglect or refusal to deliver up such slave or slaves, the sum of

~Awenty pounds for each neglect or refusal, to be recovered by the warrant of any two

Justices of the peace of the Island, dirécted to any constable to levy the same on his
_ her.or their goods or chattels ; but if the owner renter or employer aforesaid, shall
make oath in writing that such slave or slaves is or are Tunaway from his her or their
plantation or place of residence, or otherwise cannot be found afier diligent search,
then the said justices are hereby directed to take the matters stated in such affidavit
into their consideration, and if satisfied that the same are a reasonable excuse, are
hereby authorized to remit the fine aforesaid or any part thereof, which fineso re-
covered, after deducting the necessary expenses of the constable who may be employed
to arrest such slave, and also the expenses of the said warrant and the levy thereof,

shall be paid by the magistrate who shall receive the same, into the public
226, o o treasury
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treasury of this Island for the uses thereof, and the owner renter or employer shall
immediately after the return of such slave or slaves, deliver him her or them to the
magistrate who issued such warrant, to he dealt wxgh according to law, under the like
penalty of twenty pounds to be recovered and applied as aforesaid.

gth. And be it further enacted and ordained by the authority {:\fol‘esaide That there
shall be printed at the public expense; one hundred and fifty copies of this Act, and
the treasurer is hercby directed to pay for the same, to be distributed  in the usual
Inanner. Cha Winston, Speaker.

Passed the House of Assembly, this twenty-seventh day of April one thousand
- seven hundred and ninety-eight. F. Collins, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Council, this 27th day of April one‘thousand seven hundred and ninety-
eight. A ‘ Geo. Boyce, Ass' Clerk of the Council.

+ Duly published in the town of Roseau, this thirtieth day of April in the year one
thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight. ' James Laing, (P.M.)

Andrew (1. 5.) Cochrane Johnstone.

-

A~ ACT for the tria'l\ and effectual puﬁish’ment of such rdnaway Slaves as
may hereafter be taken and be known to the chiefs or leaders of -camps
- or bands of runaway Slaves in the woods.—[16th October 1800.]

- WHEREAS there is not at present a competent law of ‘this colony for the trial
and punishment of the runaway slaves in the woods, who are chiefs of camps or leaders
of bands of runaway slaves; and whereas such chiefs are of the most dangerous and
daring of the runaway slaves, and from the protection afforded to them by runaways -
the evil is alarming and of late hath greatly increased, therefore in order to provide a
remedy and in some measure to secure the peace and safety of the colony, and to
deter as much as possible slaves from resorting to runaway chiefs in the woods, we
your Majesty’s loyal and obedient subjects the governor in chief and the council
and the assembly of this Island of Dominica, do enact and ordain, and be
it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That immedi-
ately after the publication of this Act, all runaway slaves, taken by any armed party.
employed after runaways, or in any other manner, who may be known to be chiefs-

-of camps or leaders of bands of runaway slaves in the woods, shall he deemed

and taken to be traitors and rebels, and being thereof convicted upon the verdict of a’
Jury, according to the law of this Island for the trial of slaves charged with. capital
offences, shall suffer death as traitors and rebels, and undergo by the judgment or. -
sentence of the court before whom he or they may be tried, all the pains and penalties
which by the laws of England are usually inflicted on rebels and traitors, and after
execution, in pursuance of such judgment or sentence, the body or bodies of the
criminals shall be at the disposal of the governor or commander in chief of this Island

for the time being, o , Chat Winston, Speaker.
 Passed the House of Assembly, this fourteenth day of October one thousand and

eight hundred. - F. Collins, Clerk. of the Assembly. .
Passed the Council Chamber, this fourteenth day of October one thousand eight
hundred. . Jn® Chirt Constable, Act. Clerk of the Council.

Assented to this fifteenth day of October one thousand eight hundred.
: Andrew (L. s.) Cochrane Johnstone.

Duly published in the town-of Roseau, this sixteenth day of October one thou- |
sand eight hundred, : - John Lucas, P. M.

Ax
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An ACT for the banishing of sundry runaway Slaves, now in confinement,
and also for the banishment of such runaways of certain descriptions, as
shall hereafter be taken or surrender themselves ; and for other purposes.
[19th December 1800.] =~ - '

WHEREAS, in conscquence of the late operation against the runaway slaves,
‘who were assembled in the woods of this Island, sundry of them have been taken
and others have been compelled to surrender, and they are now confined in the com-
mon gaol, and some of them have become forfeited to this colony under several Acts
of the legislature thereof: and whereas it is expedient to remove the said slaves
from this colony, as well to preserve the tranquility thereof from being again

 DOMINICA.
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disturbed by them, as by their example to prevent and deter other slaves from the  '

" cominission of the like offences; be it therefore enacted by the governor, council
- and assembly of this Island, :

1st.' And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That the provost marshal of this Island shall with all convenient expedition proceed
to sell by public auction to the highest bidder, after notifying such sale by advertise-

" ment in the usual manner, all runaway slaves in his custody, who are or have been

or shall be declared and adjudged in a due course of law to be forfeited to the-

“colony, on the condition following, that is to say, that the purchasers thereof shall
remove the same from this colony, and the said slaves when sold shall remain in gaol
at the expense of the purchasers thereof, till they shall find convenient opportunities

for sending the same off from this Island; and if such slave or slaves shall not be :

- sent off accordingly, within forty-eight hours after delivery for that purpose, or shall
ever be brought back, or shall return to this colony, the same shall be forfeited to
the colony, and shall again be sold in manner aforesaid for the benefit thereof.

2d. And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all slaves -

who have been runaways in camps in the woods of this Island, or who have been
runaways and absent from the service of their master above six months, as well
those now in confinement as those who have been runaways and have returned fo
their owners renters or employers within three months last past, but have not been
examined or tried by three justices as directed by law, or shall hereafter be. taken,
or shall surrender (except those who are or shall be forfeited to the colony as afore-
said) shall, after examination by three or more magistrates, and payment of gaol
fees, be delivered to their respective masters renters or employers, on the condition
of their sending off and removing from this Island all and every such slaves within
two months from the time when such slave or slaves shall have been so delivered

up, on penalty of forfeiture for the benefit of the colony, of every such slave not so

banished and sent off the Island, which slaves so not sent off shall thereupon be
Tliable to be taken up by the warrant of any magistrate and delivered to. the ‘pro-

vost marshal, to be sold by him on the conditions enacted by the first clause of this,

Act, and the owner renter or employer of any slave or slaves so ordered to be
banished, shall moreover forfeit to the colony the sum of twenty pounds currency, to
be recovered and levied on his her or their goods and chattels by the provost marshal,
under the warrant of any three justices of the peace of this Island; provided that
so much of this Act as requires the sending off from this Island runaway slaves,
shall not extend to slaves under the age of twelve years: And whereas Pharcelle, a
negro wan, - formerly a notorious runaway chief in the woods, and for whose
apprehension rewards were offered by several laws of this Island, did sowe years
~ago surrender upon terms of serving constantly against the runaways; whenever

~ required so to do by the governor of commander in chief of this Island, on which

condition he was to be deemed a free person: And whereas the said Pharcelle,

in consequence thereof enjoyed his freedom, but on the late expedition against the
‘rupaway slaves, being called -upon by his excellency the governor to serve as a
* guide to one of the parties of his Majesty’s black troops employed on that service,
he so misbehaved whilst on service that his excellency, upon proof thereof by
affidavit in writing, made by the officer commanding the party, thought proper to

commit the said Pharcelle ‘to the common gaol, and by message to both houses
226, : . hath
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hath recommended that he should be sent off the Island as a dangerous person :
And whereas 1t hath bean proved to the satisfaction of the house, that he the said
Pharcelle Luth also wicbehaved, in receiving and harbouring runaway slaves since

the cnjoyment of Lis ficedom:

3d. Beit thercfore and it is hereby cnacted and ordained by thp a‘uthority aforesaid,
That Lis excellency the governor may, and he is hereby authorized and empowered
to send ¢ the suid Pharcelle from this Island at the public expense, In such inanner
as his excellency may think proper; and if the said Phavcelic shall at any time after-
wards return to this Island, be shall be taken up end deemed as a runaway slave,
and be treated accordingly :

And be it and it.is hereby enacted and ordained. by the authority aforesaid, That
this Act shall be printed at the expense of the public, to the extert of one hundred
and fifty copies, for thie use of the members of the council and assembly, and the
Justices of the peace of this Island.

Cha® Winston (Speaker.)

Passed the House of Assembly, this eighteenth day of December one thousand eight

hundred. F. Collins, Clerk of the Assembly.
Passed the Council Chamber, this eightcenth day of December one thousand eight
hundred. - Jr* Cha* Constable, Clerk of the Council.,

Assented to thisnineteenth day of December in the year cne thousand eight hundred.
o : Andrew (Great Seal.) Cochrane Johnstone.

Duly published in the town of Roscau, this nineteenth day of December one thou-
sand eiglit hundred. ; John Lucas, P. M.

An ACT to regulate the manumiiting of Siaves in this Island, to impese a
tax upon manmnissions, and to impose a tax upon all free and
manuritted persous coming to this Island. [16th June 1810.] ’

- WHEREAS the Act of this Island, intituled, ““ An Act to impose a further tax
on the manumission of slaves in this Tsland, and for other purposes,” has been found
inadequate to- the purposes for which it was passed, and the provisions thereof have
been evaded, to the great detriment of the revenue of this Island, we therefore your
Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects the licutenant-governor, council -and assembly
of this your Majesty's Island of Dominica, humble pray your most excellent Majesty
thatit may be enacted and ordained ; :

Clause 1st. And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That on

the manumitting of all slaves born in this Island, or origically imported into this

sland from the coast of Afiica, or who shall have been imported into the same
under the age of ten years, there shall be paid into the public treasury of this Island,
the sum of sixteen pounds ten shillings current money, and the treasurer, on payment
therecf, shall sign-a receipt at the foot of the Instrument manumitting the same; and
on the manumission of all other slaves not born in this Island, or not imported as

above mentioned, there shall be paid the sum of thirty-three pounds in the manner.
and form above prescribed.

Clayse 2d. "And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That

- without such treasurer’s receipt for the payment of the tax hereby imposed, the register

shall not receive any such manumission to be recorded, nor shall such manumission
be deemeéd good or effectual to manumit any slave or slaves: And .in order to
ascertain such slaves as may be born in this Island, or originally imported into the

same, or who may have bcen imported under the age of ten years,
_Clause 3d. Be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That there
shall be annexed to the said manumission the following affidavit; “ I, 4. B. make
*“ oath, that the slave or slaves mentioned to be manumitted by me, is or are a native
“of this Island, or originally imported into this Island from the coast of Africa, or
“ wasor were imported into the same under the age of ten years, as the case may be;”
' ‘ ' which
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which oath any of the justices of the court of common pleas of the said Island, the
register or the deputy register, are hereby authorlzegl and empowered to administer,
and for administering the same they shall be entitled to reecive from the party
making such affidavit, the sum of six shillings current money of the said Island.

Clause 4th. And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
no person of colour coming from another Island or celony to this Island, shall bz

entitled to the privileges of free or manumitted persons, until the person so coming

~ shall pay a tag of thirty-three shillings into the public treasury of this Island (for
which the treasurer shall give a receipt) and shall record his or her manumission, or
an authenticated copy thereof; certified under the hand of the secretary of the
1sland where such manumission shall have been recorded : provided always, that any
person who shall have been born free and shall come to this Island, shall lodge, to
be recorded in this Island, a certificate under the hand and seal of the governor or
commander in chief, or chief magistrate of the Island or colony where such - person

or persons shall have been born, or where such person shall have last resided,”

DOMINICA.

e

purporting that such person is free, and in default thereof, if such person or persons

shall produce two or more credible witnesses before one of the justices of the court
of common pleas of the said Island, or the register or his deputy, who shall make

oath that they have known the said person for tlie period of five years, and that during |

that period he or she has passed as a free person, or that the said person was born
free, and the place of his or her nativity, then all such persons paying a tax of thirty~
 three shillings into the public treasury of this Island, shall be entitled to the rights

and privileges of free persons of colour, as enjoyed by them in this Island.

Clause 5th. And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
when dny slave or slaves shall be manumitted, or directed to be manuumiitted by any
" last will or testament in writing, duly executed, such slave or slaves shall not be
.deemed free or entitled to the privileges of free persons, until he she or they shall
have been duly manumitted by the person or persons charged with the cxecution of
such last will and testament, and the tax paid in mannper and form herein-before
directed ; but the person or persons charged with the execution of the said last will
-or testament, shall be obliged to swear only to the best of his knowledge and belief,
as to the matters in the third clause of tnis Act required to be verified.

Clause 6th. And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
the Act, intituled, “ An Act to impose a further tax on the manumission of slaves
in this Island, and for other purposes,” shall be and the same is hereby repealed.

' ‘ - Jie Hy Hobsen, Speaker.

Passed the House of Assembly, this thirteenth day of May one thousand eight
hundred and ten. Edw? H. Beech, Clk. of the Assembly.
Passed the Council, this sixth day of June one thousand eight hundred and ten.
Ai. G Armatrading, Act® Clerk of the Council.

Assented to, this fificenth day of June one thouzand eight hundred and ten.
’ : Ediard (Great Seal.) Barnes.

Duly published in the Town of Roseau, this fifteenth day of June one thousand

“James Laing, P. M.

Recorded the 16th day of Jue one thousand eight hundred and ten.
(A true Copy.) ~Dan! Constable, Act® Reg'. ©

eight hundred and ten. |

| | | ’ o
Ax ACT for ascertaining the number of White Persons, free persons of Colour,
and Slaves, in this Island. [19th Febroary 1811.]  *

WHEREAS it is highly mecessary and expedient that the number of white per-
sons, free ‘persons of colour, and slaves in this Island should be known] we there-
fore, your Majesty’s loyal and obedient subjects, the commander in chief, the
<council and ussembly of this Island of Doininica, do humbly pray your most
excellent Majesty, That it may be enacted ; and be it and it is hereby enacted by
the authority aforesaid, That the town-wardens for the town of Roseau, and
the way-wardens for the respective parishes and districts, are hereby appointed

226. ‘ comnmissioners
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commissioners for the said town and their respective parishes and districts, for pert

\w—_—— forming the duties hereinafter directed and required of them.

Clause 2d.

Clayse 3.

Clause 4th.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said commissioners are hereby
empowered and required to issue their warrant in their respective districts,” within
thirty days after the publication of this Act, and on the second Tuesday in the month
of January in every succeeding year, under the penalty of fifty pounds, to be reco-
vered in manner hereinafter mentioned, directed to any constable, or white person
or free person of colour resident within their said districts, jn the following
form ; viz. “ Dominica. By commissioners appointed for ascertaining the number of
“ white persons, free persons of colour and slaves in this Island, = To

« you are hereby required and commanded
“ immediately on the receipt hereof, to summon all and every the inbabitants in the
« ’ of to appear before us at ‘

“ in the day of - in the year of our Lord one
¢ thousand eight hundred and then and there to deliver in un oath,

“ and in writing, a correct list of his her or their families and slaves, both old and
“ young, with their names ; ‘as also a separate list of the runaway slaves, specifying
“ their names, ages, sexes, and the time they may have been absent. Given under
“ our hands and seals this © day of

“ in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and

and any constable or other white person or free person of colour; who shall execute
such warrant, shall be entitled to receive the same for, and shall be paid in the same
manner as constables are directed to be paid for summoning the inhabitants under -
the Way Warden Act of this Island, and if they shall neglect or refuse to perform the
duty above enjoined by this Act, they shall be subject and liable to the same penal-
ties and forfeitures to which constables are liable for neglecting the duties enjoined
them by any other Act of this Island. '

‘And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case the commis-
sioners shall deem it necessary for the more effectually executing the duties
hereby prescribed to them, they are further authorized and required to summon
all managers, overseers and others, to whom the truth may be known, to attend
at such time and place as the commissioners may appoint, to be examined on
oath regarding the number of slaves belonging to any individual or attached to any -
estate, or any other matter relative to the duties prescribed to the said commissioners,-
and the persons so summoned shall be liable to attend the said commissioners, under
the penalty of five pounds, to be levied by a warrant under the hands of the said
commissioners, as other penalties are directed to be levied under this Act.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any white person or free
person of colour, or any attorney, manager, superintendent, or other person having
charge or direction of any slave or slaves, who shall neglect or refuse, after having been
duly summoned as aforesaid, and proof thereof having been made on oath by the person
serving the warrant, to appear before the said commissioners, or some or one of ther,
at the place and time by them appointéd, and then and there to deliver in on oath and in
writing (which oath the said commissioners, or any of them, are hereby authorized and
required to administer) a full and correct account of all of his her or their families,
servants and slaves, and all slaves under their direction, management or superin-
tendence, with the names. of all such families servants and slaves, and also a separate
list of the runaway slaves, specifying their names, ages, sexes, and the time they may
have been absent ; such white person or free person of colour, or such attorney, ma-
nager or superintendent shall be fined in the sum of fifty pounds, to be immediately
levied in the manner hereinafter directed ; and in case such white person, free person
of colour, attorney, manager or superintendent, shall continue to neglect or refuse to -
deliver in such account of his her or their families and slaves, and those under. their
directions or management, and also a separate list of the runaway slaves as aforesaid,
the commissioners shall cause them to be again summened as hereinbefore directed, -
and shall again levy the said penalty, and so on, until the person so neglecting or
refusing, shall have delivered to the commissioners; or some or one ofnthem, the
account and list herein directed; and such penalty may be levied either on the proper
goods or chattels of the person neglecting or refusing, or on any slaves under his her
or their direction, management or superintendence, which shall not have been returned
to the said commissioners. ' ’ -

Clause
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And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That thie commissioners, in  DOMINICa.
“taking the said account and list, in making their return, shall make use of the e —nev
" following form, Number of White Persons, free persons of Colour, qnd Slaves in Clause 5th.
the - of ‘ taken in conformity to the Act
for ascertaining the number of white persons, free persons of colour, aud slaves in-
this Island.

Names of Proprietors, | =~ White Persons. Free Persons of Colour. | Slaves. Runaway Slaves,
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And whereas many persons have heretofore made returns of the families and Preamble.
slaves to the commissioners, for other parishes and districts than those in which such '
slaves are generally employed, be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all Clause 6th.
persons shall deliver unto the said commissioners for the district or parish in which '
such slave or slaves are generally employed, such complete lists of his her or their
families and slaves as are herein directed, and in no other parish or district, under

the same penalty as if he she or they bad not delivered in any such list or return.

And whereas, from many persons having lands and negroes in different parishes, preamble.
they make separate returns of their families and slaves in these different parishes,
whereby they are enabled to evade the provisions of the militia act, which orders
that all persons shall enrol themselves and do duty in the regiment or company of
the parish in which they gtnerally reside ; be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, y,.cc yth
That the commissioners appointed under this Act are hereby directed and required to o
tender to every white man and free man of colour the following oath: “ I, 4. B. do
* make oath, thatmy residence, and that of [all or, such part, as the-case may be]
“ the male part of my family named in my return thereof, is in the parish of
“ _ So help me God.” And the commissioners for each parish
or district are hereby desired and required, within thirty days after taking such cath,
to return to tne officer commanding the militia in such parish or district the names
of all white men and free men of colour, who, shall have sworn to their general -
residence in the parish or district for which such commissioners act; and such return
shall be sufficient authority to the officer commanding the militia in such parish or
district to compel the enrolment and attendance to militia duty in that parish or
district, of such white man or free person of colour, according to the provisions of
the militia act.. ‘ ‘ ‘

And whereas many negroes and people of colour claim to be freé, whn eitlier Preamble,
have not been manumitted or have not complied with the law of this Island
imposing a tax on manumissions, and ordering the same to be recorded, wherety

226. ’ , " the
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the colony is not only deprived of the taxes thereby payable, but such persons, from
sometimes passing for slaves and at other times as free persons, bear no part of the
public burden or do any duty as militiamen; be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That the commissioners are hereby authorized and required to cal! upon all negroes
and people of colour claiming to be free in consequence of manumissions, to produce
to the commissioners their manumissions; and the said comnissioners shall return to

the treasurer the names of all negroes and people of colour within their respective

districts claiming to have been manumitted, whose lnant}naissions shall not have been
recorded according to the laws of this Island, as also of all such negroes and people
of colour who shall neglect. to produce their manumisstons to the commissioners as
aforesaid.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners are hereby
authorized and empowered to levy the penalties imposed by the third and fourth
clauses of this Act, by issuing their warrant and warrants under'thelr hands and seals,
directed to the provost marshal, in the nature of an_execution out of the court
of common pleas, which warrant and warrants the said -provost marshal shall and
he is hereby directed and required to execute in due manner, and to pay the said fine
and fines immediately into the public treasury for the public uses of the colony.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaidl‘, That the commissioners shall
annex to the returns to be made by them to the treasurer, a certificate that they
have actually sworn the white persons and free persons of colour named in their
return, to the truth of the account given in by them, and the treasurer is further
required not to receive any return unless it be accompanied by such certificate.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, Thatin case any of the commissioners
named in this Act, shall neglect or refuse to execute the same by making such return
to the treasurer, or levying the penalties hereinbefore directed, within thirty days
from the publication of this Act, and within thirty days after the days prescribed by
the second clause of this Act, for the taking of the census, the treasurer is hereby
directed and required to return the names of such commissioners to the chief or any
assistant justice of the court of common pleas, who is hereby directed to issue his
warrant to the marshal to levy the sum of fifty pounds on such commissioner or
commissioners; and in case they shall continue to neglect giving ‘in the return as
above directed for other thirty days, the treasurer is hereby required to proceed to
have the same penalty levied as above; and so on at the expiration of every thirty
days succeeding, until the return be given'in. :

Aund beit enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners for the parish
of Saint Andrew, East Division, shall include in their returns for that parish, the list of
white persons, free persons of colour, and slaves, residing on or being attached to the
plantation known by the name of Parma Place, situate on the north boundary of
the parish of Saint David, and also a separate list of the runaway slaves, specitying
their names, ages, sexes, and the time they may have been absent from the said

- plantation, and proceed in all matters relating thereto, in the same manner and form

Clause 13th,

required of the commissioners for their respective parishes ; and the said plantation
shall not be included in the returns of the commissioners for Saint David, who shallin
nowise interfere in the return for that plantation, but confine themselves in making
out their census to the plantation situated to the southward thereof, )

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That two hundred copies of this Act
shall be printed with all speed and distributed among the commissioners by the
treasurer, who is hereby authorized to agree for, and pay for the printing of the same

‘out of the public treasury.

, John Gordon, (Speaker.)
Passed the House of Assembly, this thirteenth day of February one thousand

eight hundred and eleven. - Edw® H. Beech, Clk. of Assembly.
Passed the Council, this fourteenth day of February one thousand eight hundred
and eleven. : Dart Constable, Acts Clk. of the Council.

Assented to this nineteenth day of February one thousand eight hundred and
eleven, : Edward (Great Seal.) Barnes..
Daly published in the town of Roseau, this nineteenth day of February one
thousand eight hundred and eleven. James Laing, P. M. G.
(A true Copy.) E. L. Armatrading, Act® Reg',
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GRENADA.

An A CT for obliging the owners of canoes, boats, and pettyaugers, to take
out a license, and give security that the same shall not be the means of
"enabling Slaves to make their escape, or to be carried off ortransported from
this Colony; and for authorizing and enabling the commander in chief to
hire two small vessels to cruize round the coast, for the purpose of inspecting
and seizing all such vessels as appear to be employed in carrying off
Slaves, or under suspicious circumstances of such intentions.——{24 October

1789.] ‘

Y HEREAS information hath been received, and there is reason to believe

that a certain Proclamation, under the authority of the King of Spain, hath
been lately published in the neighbouring Island of Trinidada, whereby the- Slaves
of this and the other English and French colonies are invited to run away, and are
promised protection, and the enjoyment of civil liberty in the said Island of
Trinidada and other colonies under the dominion of Spain: And whereas from the
proximity of the said settlements, and their situation to leeward of this colony, the
Slaves, without any very great hazard, might embark and proceed to the said
Island of Trinidada and other Spanish settlements on the main land and the
Margarittas, in any small boat or canoe: And whereas one or more small
vessels . properly. manned and .fitted out for the purpose, and kept continually.
cruizing round the coasts of this colony for inspecting, ‘examining, and, if neces-
sary, seizing all suspicious vessels hovering about the coasts, or anchoring in
the bays and harbours of this government, would materially contribute to the
seeurity of the Slaves and preservation of such property, until the Court of
Great Britain shall have an opportunity of procuring a repeal, or otherwise effec-
tually counteracting the dangerous consequences to this colony of such Proclama-
tions ; BE it therefore enacted by his excellency Edward Mathew, esquire, captain
general and governor in chief of these His Majesty’s Islands of Grenada, and such
of the Grenadines as lie to the southward of the Island of Carriacou, including
that Island, the honourable the members of His Majesty’s Council for the said
Islands, and the representatives of the people of the same’; and it is hereby enacted
by the authority of the same, that no person or persons, after the first day of
November next, shall hold, possess, or keep within this Island, or any of the Islands
thereon dependent, any canoe, boat, or pettyauger, whether the same be navigated
with a sail or_sails, or with oars or paddles, without a license for that purpose first
had and obtained from and under the hand and seal of some one or more of His

Majesty’s justices of the peace for this colony, under the penalty of one hundred”

pounds current money of this Island, to be recovered in His Majesty’s court of
Common'Pleas, by action of debt,bill, plaint or information, one half to be paid to the
informer or informers, and the other half to His Majesty, for the uses of the colony ;
which said license all and every the said justices are hereby authorized and directed;
on application, to give and grant, without fee or reward, upon all and every per-
son or persons so holding, possessing, or keeping a boat, canoe, or pettyauger, and
applying for such license, entering into one or more recognizance or recognizances
in common and proper form, with two or more sufficient securities, who shall be
freeholders of sufficient substance in this colony, in the following penalties ; that is
to say, for every canoe, boat, or pettyauger of fourteen feet keel in length, in the
- sum of one hundred and-twénty pounds; every canoe, boat; or pettyauger of
seventeen feet keel in length, in the sum of two hundred pounds; every canoe,
boat, or pettyauger of twenty feet keel in length, in the sum of three hundred
pounds ; every. canoe, boat, or pettyauger of twenty-three feet keel in length, in
the'sum  of four hundred pounds ; ‘every canoe, boat, or pettyauger of twenty-seven
feet keel in length, in the sum of five hundred pounds; and every canoe, boat, or
pettyauger of thirty-feet keel in length, or upwards, in. the sum of one thousand
pounds; conditioned to be void if the said canoe, boat, or pettyauger shall not be
the mecans of enabling -any slave or slaves belonging to this colony to make their
escape, or to run away, or to be otherwise carried off or transported from the

‘same; or if he shall indemnify and pay, or cause to be paid to the owner or
226. : ' v ’ owners
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GRENADA.  owners of such slave or slaves, for each slave so run away or making his or her
“————— or their escape, or being so carried off or transported from the said colony, the
sum of one hundred and twenty pounds current money of Grenada; and if the

And owner of canoe, OWNer or owners of such canoe or canoes, boat or pettyauger shall within three days

&c.within three days thereafter have his or her name, with that of the ‘parish, and such pumber as the
;’;ﬁiﬂcanhif sumber  justice shall direct, painted in the stern or tonspicuous part of the said canoe, boat,

painted on the stern Or pettyauger, and continue the same at a_\ll times hereafter; and all and every
;;r‘f‘e""mpm“"“s His Majesty’s justices of the peace for this colony are hereby empowered, re-
All magistrates to  quired, and directed to enquire after and examine into all such boats, canoes, or
enquire after and  pettyaugers, in their respective quarters, and to see that the owners and proprietors -
g‘:‘g;’:f::;?:ﬁ?:es’ of the same do immediately comply with this Act; and where they shall not so
owners to comply Seize or cause to be seized all such canoes, boats, or pettyaugers, and order them
with this Act. to be delivered over to the harbour master of Saint George, on or before the first

I . : .
P‘;;S‘i,f?‘;{fcﬁ"o’;‘;ﬁm, day of December next; and the said harbour master is hereby required and

gseizfl Suﬁh cances, directed to take charge of the same until the owner or owners thereof shall obtain
c. and deliver same . . . . NN . "
to harbour master of & liCense in the manner aforesaid, or until the expiration of this Act, when the said

St. George's, who is canoe, canoes, boats, or pettyaugers, shall be delivered up to the respective owners,
::;:lfnﬁ‘la;i;‘gfs upon payment of all reasonable charges, and -the sum of sixteen shillings and six-
conformtoact,or  pence to the harbour master for each canoe, boat, or pettyauger, in consideration
until the expiration of his care and trouble; and all and every justice or justices who shall send canoes,

t*;%i?f;;,?‘;ﬁ;ﬁif -boats, or pettyaugers, to the harbour of Saint George, shall and they are hereby

such owners, on  authorized to grant warrants upon the treasury for the payment of “all necessary

n ené‘;,’;trgefsrf{fg"' expenses they may incur, and the treasurer is hereby required to pay the
> : v .

16 5. 6d. each canoe. Same.
Justices sending canoes to St George’s, to grant warrants on the treasurer for necessary expenses.

Clause II. L And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That th(? commander in
S;;ﬂi‘;fj;‘}]ﬁl;mf chief of this colony for the time being shall be and is hereby authorized, empowered

two vessels not ex- and directed tohire, contract for, and agree with the proprietor or owner or proprietors
]‘;ffr‘g";% e fons  or owners of two fast sailing vessels, not exceeding the burthen of sixty tons, and for
period not exceeding @ period not exceeding three months, or until the next meeting qf the Legl§lature,
three months, and to and to man, arm, and properly fit out such vessels to cruize continually, during the
T e o ihe riod, round and about the coasts, bays and harbours of this colony, t

same to cruizeround S3M€ period, round and about the coasts, bays and harbours o colony, to
the coast of this co- Inspect, examine, and if need be, to seize all such vessels of whatever denomination

onys todnspectand 14 dimensions the same may be, as shall appear to be employed in taking off

appear to be em- slaves, or under the suspicious circumstances as described in “ An Act for the
P

oyed makingoff better regulation of foreign vessels arriving in these Islands, or found hovering
slaves, or under

- suspigious circum-  @bout the coasts of the same, for preventing the catrying off of mortgaged or other

Stances deseribed in slaves by such foreign vessels, and for taking _away the benefit of clergy from
regulation of foreign PETSONs guilty of stealing Slaves, for apprehending suspected persons coming from
- Trinidada, and for obliging owners of vessels to give security not to carry off debtors
. . or slaves without tickets as therein directed, and for preventing small boats or other
g;ft‘rs::sflg: }Zf;';:;t vessels being run away with,” and now in force in this colony ; and the commander
ment of the hire of in chief for the time being is hereby further authorized, empowered, and directed to
such vessels. issue his warrant upon the treasurer of this colony for payment to such owner or
owners of such vessel or vessels for the hire so to be agreed upon, at the end of

each month respectively.

An ACT for the more effectual Trial aﬁd Punishment of criminal Slaifés,
and to authorize His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace to appoint Constables
In cases of emergency. [24 October 178.] ‘ ’

 Preamble, ‘ WHEREAS the laws at present in force in these Islands, have been found

d}afective, in many respects, in regard to the trial and punishment of criminal slaves :

For remedy whereof, we, Your Majesty’s most loyal and obedient subjects, his excel-

lency the captain general, the honourable the members of Your Majesty’s council,

and the general assembly of the Island of Grenada, and such of the Grenadines as are

* thereon dependant, pray Your most excellent Majesty that it may be enacted and or- -

Clause I dained,.and be it, and it is enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That upon
On complaint made COmplaint made to any of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, within these Islands,
roany magistrate of of any heinous and grievous crime or felonious act or acts committed or done by
i;bx);xtﬁitted bya any slave or slaves, the said justice .shall issue his warrant for apprehending the

slave, justice to issue offender or offenders, and shall summon all persons or slaves that can give evidence
his warrant for ap- : i ,

rehending the of.  tR€T€IN to appear before him ; and if upon examination it appeareth probable that
¥endcr, and to sum- 226. N - ' ‘ the
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the apprehended is or are guilty, he shall forthwith commit kim ‘her 6r them to

rison ; and within ten days aiter such eommitment, shall associate ‘with '-l.mn one
other justice of the peace; and when so associated, they are hereby required and
empowered immediately to issue their warrant or precept, direeted to some
*constable resident in the parish where the said erime is committed, to summon
three freeholders, or other reputable inhabitants, qualified to serve as.jurers, to
join them the said justices, at such time and place as they shall. appoint, not
exceeding four days from and after the date of the said warrant, to whom the said
- justice shall administer the following cath : “ You shall, to the best of your know-
Jedge and judgment, impartially try the prisoner or prisoners before you, and
judgment give according to evidence.” And these five persons when together met,
shall constitute, and are hereby declared to be a court, with full power and authority
“to try the said offender or offenders, and to cause him her or them, with all
evidences, to come before them, and to admit in all ‘cases the evidence of one slave’
against another ; and if the said justices and freeholders shall give sentence of
death, or such other punishment as the laws of this colony doth, shall, or may
_direct; and forthwith, by their warrants, cause immediate execution, in capital
cases; to be done by such slave or slaves as the provost-marshal, or his lawful
deputy shall appoint; and in other cases, by such slave or slaves as the tlerk of
“the nearest market shall appoint, in such manner as such justices shall think fit.

o admit the evidence of one slave againstanother; and forthwith cause immediate execution, in capital cases, to be done

by the marshal, and in other cases by the clerk of the market,

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any freeholder or other
inhabitant, after being summoned as aforesaid, shall refuse or neglect to-attend at
the time and place appointed in the justice’s warrant or precept, he shall forfeit. the
sum of fifty pounds current money, to be recovered by action of debt, bill, plaint,
or information, in any court of record in these Islands, and applied to the public
uses thereof, ‘ : e ' Lo

And whereas it must'tend - greatly to the public peace and tranquillikty that the
executive part of the law be rendered more prompt and summary, in cases where
the offences are not of a felonious nature, and triable before the justices and free-

holders, as herein beforementioned ; BE it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That

if any slave or slaves shall personally insult, abuse, threaten, or in any manner con‘
temptuously treat any white or free person, :or shall harbour, receive, or conceal any
slave or slaves, knowing that such $lave or slaves shall have run away, or absented
his -her or themselves, from his her or their master, renter, or employer’s service;
or if any slave or slaves shall be found gaming, beating drums, blowing shells, or other
loud instruments, at jmproper hours, or fighting, or shall draw a knife upon his
opponent, or shall be guilty of any crime, which by the laws of England would be
- .deemed larceny, such slave or slaves shall be punishable for any such offence, at the
discretion of any one justice of the peace, who is hereby authorized and empowered
to take cognizance of the same, and to inflict such punishment, not to extend to life
or limb, as he shall judge adequate to the offence. -

shall be punished at the justices discretien, such punishment not to extend

And whereas persons appointed by the justices in their sessions to execute the
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Prgamble.

office of constable, - sometimes change the place of their residence, and the justices

find it difficult to get warrants issued by them, executed;; for remedy whereof, BE it

Clause 1V.

enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be lawful for any two of his Any two justices, in

Majesty’s justices of the peace, and they are hereby authorized in all cases of

emergency to nominate and appoint one or more person or persons to execute the
office of constable; and if the person or persons so appointed, shall refuse or neglect
to execute the daties of the said office, he or they shall be liable to be prosecuted,
and punished in the same manner as persons appointed constables by the justices in
their sessions, and who refuse to execute the said office. -

_ And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall be and continue
i force for two years, from the day of the publication thereof, and from thence till
the end of the next session of the Legislature, or until some further or other provisions
are made for carrying into execution the purposes of this Act. -~ -

-
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Ax ACT to continue an Act, intituled, “ An Act for the more effectual Tria]
and Punishment of criminal Slaves, and to authorize His Majesty’s justices
of the peace to appoint constables in cases of emergency.” {23 August
1791.] A

WHEREAS an Act, intituled, “ An Act for the more effectual Trial and
Punishment of criminal Slaves, and to authorize His Majesty’s justices of the peace
to appoint constables in cases of emergency, ” bearing date the twenty-fourth day of
October, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, was
made, to continue and remain in force for the space and term of two years from

- the date thereof ; and the same will soon expire: And whereas it is essential to the

Clause L.
Act continued.

- Preamble.

public peace and tranquillity of these Islands, that the said Act, or some other
provision of the like nature should subsist, we, Your Majesty’s most dutiful loyal
and obedient subjects, his excellency the governor in chief of these Islands, the
honourable the members of Your Majesty’s council, and the representatives of the
people of the said Islands, in general assembly convened, pray Your most excellent
Majesty, that it may be enacted and ordained ; : ’

And be it and it is enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, That the
above recited Act shall' be and the same is hereby continued from the day before
the expiration thereof, for the space and term of two years, and from thence until
some other provision shall be made and enacted by the Legislature of these Islands,
for carrying into execution the purposes intended by the said recited Act.

Ax ACT to amend an Act, intituled, “ An Act to prevent the further
sudden increase of free Negroes and Mulattoes ;” and also to amend an Act,
intituled, * An Act for the better government of Slaves, and for the more
speedy and effectual suppression of run-away Slaves,” and to ascertain what

- shall be evidence of the sealing of certificates respecting enfranchisement, as
directed to be made by the Guardians of Slaves. [2 April 1792.]

WHEREAS by the fifth clause of an Act passed to prevent the further sudden
increase of free negroes and mulattoes, it was enacted, that all negroes and mulattoes
pretending to be free, and residing in these islands, should bring their respective
acts of freedom to the registers office of the said islands to be recorded, and any
person or persons not having such acts of freedom or manumission, by reason of
being born of a free woman, should make and procure such proofs of their freedom,
as were therein particularly specified and directed, and such persons pretending to be
free who could not produce such regular deeds of manumission, ar prove their birth
from free women, should make and procure such other proofs of their freedom, as
were therein also particularly specified and directed, and such proofs when so made

- -and procured, were thereby declared to be sufficient evidence of the freedom of such

persons, and were directed to be received upon record; provided that such deeds of
freedom, and other proofs therein mentioned should be brought into the said register’s
office, within three calendar months next and immediately after the publication of
the said Act, N '

And whereas by the seventh clause of the said Act, such coloured persons: as
should not bring such proofs as aforesaid of their freedom, unto the said register’s
office within the said limited time, were and are liable to be committed to gaol, and
sold as slaves in way and manner therein particularly mentioned.

And whereas the said Act was published on the twenty-first day of April one

~ thousand seven hundred and sixty-seven, and the time thereby prescribed for re-

Clause I

Acts of freedom by
deed, last will or
otherwise, may be
recorded atany time.

Originals of such
aets, or certified
copies, may be

cording the said deeds of manumission, and other proofs of freedom therein men--
tioned is long ago expired : And whereas by the construction given to thé said Act,
many coloured persons who are really free, may be deprived of the benefit and ad- -
vantage of such their freedom, to the great injury both of their property and persons;
for remedy whereof, BE it enacted by his excellency Edward Mathew, esquire,
captain general, and governor in chief of these His Majesty’s Islands of Grenada and
such of the Grenadines aslie to the southward of the island of Carriacou, including that
Island ; the hunourable the members of His Majesty’s council for the said Islands,
and the representatives of the people of the same; and it is hereby enacted by the
authority of the same, That from and after the publication of this Act, every negro,
mulatto, or other coloured person having or possessing a manumission or any other -
act of freedom, cither by last will and testament, or otherwise, may at any time’

prove



THE TREATMENT OF SLAVES. 59

prove and record the same in the register’s office of these Islands, in manner prescyiped
by law, for the probate and recording of other deeds or wills; and that the original
or originals thereof, after ‘due proof of the execution of the, same, or an office copy
or office copies from the record thereof, duly certified by thé register of these Islands

for the time being, or his lawful deputy, shall and may at any time be pleaded
and given in evidence inall courts of law and equity in these Islands, any thingin the
said Act contained to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding : Provided
always, that nothing herein contained shall affect or:pre.]udlce.any intermediate
bon4 fide purchaser or other incumbrancer, 'who may not have notice of such manu-
mission‘or other act offreedom, at the time of becoming such purchaser or incut-
brancer as aforesaid. ‘ ‘

And be it also enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every negro, mulatto, or
other coloured person who hath not a manumission or other act of freedom, by
reason of being born of a free woman, shall and may at any time bring two
credible freeholders within these Islands, before ‘any two justices of the peace in
the Island where such freeholders do actually reside, to declare upon oath before
such justices by affidavit in writing, that such person pretending to be free, was born
of a free woman, or hath always been reputed so to be, and that the mother of such
coloured person was free, or reputed so to be, at the time of the birth of such coloured
person, and upon such affidavit being so made, the said justices shall and may grant
a certificate thereof, under their respective hands and seals, 'and such affidavit and
certificate shall, and the same are hereby declared to be primid facie sufficient proof
and evidence of the freedom of such coloured person, and shall and may be pleaded
and admitted as such in all courts of law and equity in these Islands ; and any person
‘pretending to be free, and who cannot produce a regular deed of freedom, and cannot
'prove his or her birth of a free'woman, shall and may bring two credible freeholders
within these Islands, before any two justices of the peace in the Island where such
freeholders do actually reside, to declare solemnly upon oath, before such justices by
affidavit in writing, that such freeholders, and each of them, have known the persons
so pretending to be“free, for the space of five years at least; that during such space of
five years, such person was repuied to be free from slavery, to all intents and purposes,
and did behave and demean him or herself decently, and in a manner becoming a
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free person of his or her complexion ; and upon suchaffidavit being so made, the said -

justices shall and may grant a certificate thereof, under their respective hands and
seals, and such affidavit and certificate shall, and the same are hereby declared to be

primé facie sufficient proof and evidence of the freedom of such coloured person, and

shall and may be pleaded and admitted as such in all courts of law and equity in

these Islands:  Provided always nevertheless, that every person shall and may be at
liberty to dispute and counteract such-primd facie evidence of freedom by offering
and producing all such testimony or other proofs as he or she may be possessed of,
or have in his or her power for the purpose of disproving such frecdom: And
provided also, that nothing herein contained shall deprive any negro, mulaito, or other
coloured person pretending to be free either by manurnission, last will, being born of a
free woman or otherwise, of the benefit and advantage which he she or they may
have from any other evidence of his her or " their freedom, but that every such
proof or evidence thereof, other or different from the proof or evidence hereby

Proviso.
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roof not conclusive,
1f opposed by con-
trary evidence,
Proviso.
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directed and prescribed, shall and may be admitted and received as evidence in all .

courts of law and equity in these Islands, in the same manner as the same would
have been admitted and-received, had this Act, and the said Act to prevent the
further sudden increase of free negroes and mulattoes never been made. S

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any person making such affidavit
or affidavits as are hereinbefore mentioned, who shall swear thereto falsely, or who

shall be guilty of procuring any other person or persons to swear ‘falsely in any

manner relative to such proof or proofs of freedom of any coloured person or persons
as aforesaid, shall, in the former case of swearing falsely, be deemed guilty of wilful
and corrupt perjury, and in the latter case of prociring any other person to swear
falsely, be guilty of subornation of perjury, and shall and may be proceeded against,
as in Great Britain in cases of wilful and corrupt perjury, or subornation of perjury,

according to the nature of the offence or ‘offences respectively; and every person

convicted of such perjury or subornation of perjury, shall incur the same pains and
Penaities, as by the laws and statutes of Great Britain are declared -and’ in force

‘ agaln%t the crimes of wilful and corrupt perjury and subornation of perjury.
226, : - o : And

.
/
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GRENADA. - And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the first, second, third

e fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh clauses of the said Act to prevent the further suddeﬂ

Clause IV. Increase of free negroes and mulattoes, shall from and after the publication of this
The 1st, 2nd,3d - Act be and the same are hereby repealed.

4th, sth, 6th and 7th .

clauses of the Act of April 23, 1767, repealed.

Clause V. And whereas many negroes, mulattoes, and other coloured persons, have, sub-
Preamble: sequent to the publication of the said Act, to prevent the sudden increase of free

negroes and mulattoes, obtained certificates of their freedom under the hands and
seals of two justices of the peace, in manner prescribed by the fifth clause of the
said last-mentioned Act: And whereas some of such certificates have been neglected
to be recorded in the register’s office within the time prescribed for that purpose by
the proviso to-the said clause, and others of such certificates have been procured
subsequent to the expiration of such time so prescribed by the said proviso, and in
both cases it is now impossible to comply with the regulations directed by the said
proviso : And whereas it is unnecessary to put such persons as are possessed of such cer-
tificates to the trouble and expense of procuring othersin way and manner prescribed by
Certificates obtabned this Act; BE it enacted by the authority aforesaid{ That every certificate of freedom of
subsequent to the  any negro, mulatto, or other coloured person, which antecedent to the publication of
;z};i rr:é?;:fii daﬁ’i&’;g this Act, hath been obtained agreeable to, and in the terms of the said fifth clause
the time limited  Of the said Act to prevent the sudden increase of free negroes. and mulattoes, but
thereby, and certifi- without compliance with the requisites prescribed and directed by the said proviso
g?:x‘;‘i’::;;‘fo}‘i‘ﬁ; thereto, shall and the same is hereby declared to be as valid effectual and suf-
time prescribed by ficient both at law and in equity, as if the said proviso to the said filth clause of the
]t;l;%oizutihzctl,n ‘?&t}m said last-mentioned Act had never been made: Provided always nevertheless, that
tion of thisact, de-  €very person shall and may be at liberty to dispute and counteract the force and
‘g}?;‘:_:‘ﬁtﬁbc validand effect of every such certificate, by offering and producing such testimony or other
Proviso. proofs as he or she may be possessed of, or have in his or her power for the pur-
Such certificates not pose of disproving the freedom so certified: And provided also, that nothing

conclusive, but may heret Ine s ive . 1
be opposed by erein contained shall deprive any negro, mulatto, or other coloured person, hay ing

contrary-evidence.  SUch last-mentioned certificate or certificates, of the benefit and advantage which he

Proviso. she or they may have from any other evidence of bis her or their freedom,
:i‘c"flycg:gi‘}i‘:ggsg not but thaj: every such proof or evidence thereof, other or different from such certificate
to be debarred from OF certificates, shall and may be admitted and received as evidence in all courts of
ﬁdlgicshi:ge l?fg:fg:izf law and equity in these Islands, in the same manner as the same would Lave been -
freedom, admitted and received, had this Act and the said Act to prevent the further sudden

increase of free negroes and mulattoes never been made.

And whereas many manumissions and other acts of freedom for the purpose of -
enfranchising slaves, have been made and executed subsequent to the sixth of
January one-thousand seven hundred and eighty-four, when these Islands were
restored to Great Britain, without complying with the requisites and formalities
prescribed by the first, second, and third clauses of the said Act, to prevent the
further sudden increase of frec negroes, and mulattoes, upon a mistaken idea that
the said Act was not then in force: And whereas the said first, second, and third
clauses of the said last-mentioned Act, were by two Acts o1 the legislature of these
Islands repealed during the continuance of the said Acts, and other regulations
thereby established for the manumission and enfranchisement of slaves, which said
last-mentioned regulations are now in force: And whereas it would be unjust, under -
such éircumstances, to permit the said Act to prevent the further sudden increase of -
free regroes and mulattoes, to operate against and destroy the intention and effzct of
such manumissions or other acts of freedom so made and executed between the said
sixth day of January one thousand seven hundred and eighty-four, and tlie said

! third day of November one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight; BE it
Originals of allma. therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the originals of all manu-
;;‘gggg":ﬁ duly © missions or other acts of freedom, whether by last will and testament or otherwise,
copies thereof, duly after been duly proved according to law, and if proved and recorded in the register’s
lc;;txﬁ;;icxli:::&-dx;g;g office of these Islands in manner prescribed by law, then office copies thereof duly
good evidence at law Certified by the register of these Islands for the time being, or his lawful deputy in
orinequity. ~  manuer prescribed by law, shall and may be admitted and received as evidence in
‘ all courts of law and equity in these Islands, and shall have and produce the same

- operation and effect, both at law and in equity; as such manumissions or other _acts%
_ | ; ‘ 0

Claufe VI.
Freamble,

236.



be obliged to disprove the same according to law.
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of freedom would have had and produced, had the said Act to prevent the further éR,EN ADA.
sudden increase of free negroes and mulattoes never been made. N

And whereas by the seventeenth clause of an Act for the better protection and cjaug vir,
for promoting the increase and population of slaves, and for repealing during the Preamble,

continuance of the said Act, the first, second and third clauses of an Act, intituled,

« An Act to prevent the further sudden increase of free.negroés and mulattoes;”
and such part of all and every law and laws then in force relative to the trial and

~ ‘punishment of slaves, as relate to their trial and punishment for the sole offence of

running away, and for substituting another mode of trial and punishment in lieu
thereof, and for appointing guardians to carry the said Act into execution, a certi-
ficate under the hands and seals of the guardians of slaves for the district wherein
any slave or slaves intended to be manumitted resides or reside, ‘or of any two of
them to the effect therein mentioned, is directed to be indorsed on or annexed to
the deed of manumission of such slave or slaves, and in cases by manumission by

' last will and testament, such eertificate is directed to be indorsed on or annexed to

an office copy of such last will and testament: And whereas the signing and sealing
of such certificate of such guardians, hath not in any case been made in the presence
of witness or witnesses, and from the death or absence of such guardian or guardians
it may be difficult and in some cases impossible to procure such actual sealing by
such guardians, although the signature of such guardian or guardians may be
easily proved in manner prescribed by law; BE it therefore enacted by the Where certificates of

authority aforesaid, That where the seals’ and signatures of such guardians, or f:f:g‘;:‘,:;ﬂgi‘;‘;f
of any. two of them, appear to be set and affixed to such certificate, due proof (expired) have ‘not
of the respective signatures of such guardians to such certificates, shall be also held %’f’;’ ;’:}:ﬁg‘d‘f‘ ed
and deemed prima facie evidence of the sealing thereof by the guardian or respective witnesses, proof of
guardians whose signature or signatures ghereto shall be so proved ; and that if any the signature of such
person after such primd facie evidence given, shall dispute such sealing, he shall f,r;mg facie evidence

of fuch sealing.

And whereas by the twenty-first clause of an. Act for the better government of ciaufe vim.
slaves, and for the more speedy, and ecffectual suppression of run-away slaves, it Preamble.
is enacted amongst other things, that the provost marshal, or his lawtul deputy,
shall receive into his custody all run-away slaves broughtto him, and pay the
rewards for the same therein directed, -and - after- making publication: respecting
every such slave or slaves for six weeks in " manner therein prescribed, shall,

-if such slave or slaves be not claimed within the time aforesaid,. sell such slave

or slaves at public outcry, and pay the money arising therefrom, after deduction
of charges and fees, to the owner or owiers of such slave or slaves, and in default
of knowing such owner or owners, to the treasurer of these Islands for the time
being, for the use of the public, till such time as the owner or owners of such
slave or slaves shall appear: And whereas the aforesaid Regulation hath from' -
experience been found to be' productive of much injury and loss to such persons
as from local situation or other circumnstances have not bad it in their power to
claim or prove their property in, or title to such run-away slaves, within the time

‘therein before prescribed ; for remedy whereof, BE it enacted by the authority Marshal not to il

aforesaid, That it shall and may be lawful for the provost marshal of: this Island runaway slaves with-
for the time being, or his lawful deputy, to receive info his custody all run-away 3§§i§év§§gcﬁuﬂi§nd
slaves, who shall be brought to him, and to pay the apprehender of- such slave Gazette.

or slaves, the rewards and mile money specified and directed in the third - section

of the said Act, for the better government of slaves, and-for the. more speedy and

effectual suppression of run-away slaves; provided the owner or owners of such

slave or slaves is or are not known to such apprehender or apprehenders, and

such provost marshal for the time being, or hislawful deputy, shall and may keep

such slave or slaves in safe custody, and shall immediately give public notice

_thereof, by publication(in someGrenada newspaper, if any, at thetime ; and if none, by And if no gazette,

. o _ ‘ £ by a’written adver-
Wr ve ; W ) T
ritten advertisement affixed at the church and court house doqrs of the town of tifement, to beaffixe

Saint George in the said Island of Grenada) for six successive wéeks, describing forsix fuccefive

as near as may be, the name, age, sex, size, complexion, and external marks of such &eekls] to the doors of
slave or slaves, whereby he she or they may be more readily known, together jo¢ urch, court-
with the country of such slave or slaves, if the knowledge thereof be attainable, office.

and shall also affix a copy in writing of such publication on the door of the public

office of such provost marshal or his lawful deputy for the time hereinbefore

preseribed ; and in«case such provost marshal for the time being, or hisdlawful

: ! eputy,
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GRENADA.  deputy, shall fail in performing all or any of the several matters hereby required, he
‘————" shall be liable to enswer in damages by action for such neglect to the person or
Marfhal anfiverable * persons who shall or may happen to be aggrieved thereby ; and after such publica-
::;;'foﬁ'?ﬁ‘fpaé; tion being duly made for the time aforesaid, if such slave or slaves so advertised,
aggrieved, if he _ shall not be claimed within six weeks from and after the day on which he she or
g;gv‘;;‘ff‘;’;d;;;‘,‘fg they were delivered into the hands of such provest marshal or his lawful deputy,
within the fix weeks, such slave or slaves shall be sold at ‘public outcry by such provost marshal for
to be then fld By the time being, or his lawful deputy, and the moniés arising from such sale or sales,
P v after deduction of all reasonable charges and fees, shall be paid over by such provost
Proceeds, after de- marshal or his lawful deputy, to the owner or owners of such slave or slaves, his
f:c;i;xg :}}1 Cll)‘a“gt‘t’fé her or their execators or administrators, and for want of knowing such owner or
marshal to the ywaes OWners, his her or their executors or administrators, the monies arising from such
of fuch slave, or if sale or sales, after deduction as aforesaid, shall by such provost marshal for the
ﬂ%ﬁ“:;ﬁ?;fubﬁc time being, or his lawful deputy, be deposited in the hands of the public treasurer
treasurer, for fuch of these Islands for the time being, to and for the public use of these Islands.
;’;;“e;‘; when he shall By jf the owner or owners of such slave or- slaves, his her or their executors or

- administrators, shall appear and claim the same within twelve months from the
date of such sale or sales respectively, upon due proof being made within the period
aforesaid, by such owner or owners, his her or their executors or administrators,
-of the title or titles of such owner, or owners to the slave or slaves so to be
sold, the public treasurer of these Islands for the time being is hereby autho-
rized to pay over the net proceeds of the amount of such sale or sales to such

) owner or owners, his her or their executors or administrators respectively: Provided
g‘:‘c’g‘f&es not con. 1ways nevertheless, that where such owner or gwners shall at the time of the
clufive againft sale -or sales be resident out of the government of Grenada and its dependen-
°W“ers.“°t."eﬁ%e“t cies, such sale or sales shall not, for and during the period hereinafter specified,
if,;f',i,;‘_me ™% pe conclusive against such owner or owners, bui that such owner or cwner so
Such owner, upon _ resident out of the said government, shall upon payment or tender of all monies
Payment or tender of  tually paid, and expenses incurred at such public outcry or ontcries, for the pur-

all monies actually iidate N .
id, and expenfes chase of such slave or slaves, be authorized and entitled to claim and demand re-

mcurred, may claim g,ration and delivery of such slave or slaves, atany time within twelve months from
reftitution of fuch . 2 y
flave within twelve and after the day of such sale or sales respectively ; and on neglect or refusal to
months after fuch deliver such slave or slaves as aforesaid, within thé period aforesaid, the owner or
fale,and maintain the h f shall and his h heir . . T
fame by action of OWNers thereo shall and may, at his heror t leir option, mamtain and prosecute
ejectment, trover or an action or actions of ejectment, trover, or detlnue, agalnst such purchaser or pur-
gfl‘r‘;;;e[e r"%ﬁ“‘éf,ffhe chasers, or other possessor or possessors of such slave or slaves, for the actual recovery
feffor, . thereof, orof the value thereof, and of all damages, costs and expenses incurred by
' the detection or nopdelivery thereof, but not for any wages of such slave or slaves,
or hire for -his her or their use or labour antecedent to the time of making such
~ claim and demand of such slave or slaves as aforesaid within the period aforesaid.
g:a:ﬁiix‘the . And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said twenty-first clause of
21 i , ;
P of the ot of the said Act,' for the better government of slaves, and for the more speedy and effec-
the z1st of April, tual suppression of runaway slaves, shall from and after the publication of this Act be

1767. and the same is hereby repealed.

Claufe X. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Actshall be deemed

This Act declared 5 Pyplic Act, and all judges, Justices, and jurors shall take notice thereof as sucl:

to bea Public Act, . H S D =z ’ s
without specially pleading the same. ‘ ,

. An ACT for the more effectual Trial and Punishment of Slaves, who may
have been, or may hereafter be concerned in the Rebellion and Insurrection
now existing in this Island.—[7 June 1796.] ' ‘

Preamble. WHEREAS by the laws now existing in these Islands, slaves convicted of
: any heinous or grievous crimes or offences are liable to ‘suffer death: And
whereas. from the humane principles of our Government it is necessary o

discriminate between such slaves as have willingly taken an active part in the

rebellion and insurrection, and in the cowmitting of murders, and” setting fire o

buildings and canoes, and such slaves as have in some measure been compelled to

Join the insurrection, from the owners and other persons baving the clarge of Slaves

being obliged to quit their habitations and retire for safety to the town of Saint

George and its neighbourhood ; and that such new punishments should be substi-

" , tuted
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tuted as are likely not only to produce a lasting impression upon the minds of th’e
slaves, but also to be otherW}se beneﬁmal 1o the_ community ; we, Your Majesty’s
most dutiful, loyal and obedient subjects the lieutenant governor of these Your
Majesty’s Islands of Grenada, and the Grenadines thc:,reqn dependant, and com-
mander in chief therein, the members of Your Majesty’s council, and the represen-

GRENADA.

tatives of the people of the said Islands, in general assembly convened, pray Y our niost -

excellent Majesty that it may b'e- enacted and ordained, and be it and it is hereby
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That.each and every slave or slaves who has or
have been, or who is or are susppcted to have been concerned in the present insur-
rection and rebellion, and who is or are suspected of any felony, burglary, robbery,
burning of houses, cane-pieces, murders, rebellions, conspiracies, insurrection, com-
passing or imagining the death, of any white or free colourec% person or any slave,
or who has or have been aiding, abetting, counselling, or advising in the commis-
sion of any of the aforesaid crimes, and who has or have at any time heretof(_)re
been taken, or surrendered himself, herself, or thems:elves, shall :_md may be trl?d
by a court to be assembled in way and manner hereinafter mentioned for the trial
of slaves who may at any time hereafter be taken or surrendered themselves, and,
if found guilty, shall and may be punished in any of the ways hereinafler directed.

And be it further enacted, That every slave who may hereafter be taken, or sha.ll
surrender himself or herself, shall immgdiz}tely, or as soon after as it can be conveni-
ently done, be sent by-the person so taking or to whom such slave shall surrender,
before some one or more of His Majesty’s justices of the peace to be examined ;
and such justice shall accordingly proceed to examine such slave and all other per-
sons who can give evidence of the conduct of the said slave, and shall reduce such
examinations into writing, and return or transmit the same, together with his pro-
ceedings thereupon, 10 the commander in chief for the time being, within twenty-
four hours after the taking such examinations respectively ; and 'if upon such exa-

~ mination there shall appear just grounds to suspect that such slave has been guilty
of any of the crimes aforesaid, or has been aiding, abetting, counselling, or advising
‘therein, or is otherwise a dangerous character, unfit to be allowgd to go at large,
. the' said justice shall commit such slave to the common gaol, or to some other
secure place of confinement, there to be-detained fm: trial, and 1t'shall and may be
lawful for the commander in chief for the time being, at any time hereafter, to
issue his warrant or order to any three or more of His Majesty’s justices of the peace
to be therein named, authorizing and requiring them to proceed .to the trial of th?
offender in any parish within this Island; to be named in such warrant or order ;
and such justices shall within twenty-four hours after the. receipt of such warrant
or order, issue their precept directed to a constable of the parish where such
trial shall be directed to be had, authorizing and requiring him to summon five
respectable white persons of the said or any of the adjoining parishes to l?e named
in such precept, at a certain day and place to be named therein, and between
the hours of eight and ten in the forenoon, personally to be and appear before
the said justices to serve as jurors for the trial of such offender or offenders ;
at which time and place the said justices shall cause the offender or offenders, and
the witness or witnesses against and for rsuc.h offender or offenders, to come befqre
them, by issuing their summons to such witness; and‘ in case qf slaves being wit-
nesses, the summons shall be served on the owner or person having charge of *su-ch
slave ; and shall explain the nature of the offence with which the prisoner stands
charged, and demand of him or her whether he or she is guilty or not guilty, and
if the prisoner pleads guilty, the justices shall proceed to pronounce’ sentence of
death, or banishment from the Island, or confinement in chains to hard labour for

life, or for any less term, and at the expiration thereof then to be banished from gUilty

the Island, as the said justices shall determine, accqrdfng to the nature of the offence ;

but if such prisoner pleads not guilty, then the said justices shall proceed to choose

by ballot, three of the said five persons summoned as jurors, and shall administer to

~ the three so chosen the following oath ; viz. L o ‘ o

“ You shall well and truly try, and-true dehw_rerancc {nake between our sovereign
“ Lord the King, and the prisoner whom youhave in charge, and atrue ver(,i’ict
“ give according to the evidence given unto you. So help you GOD.

And the said justices shall proceed to examine the _Witnesse§ produced, and shall
admit the prisoner, either by himself or any other person on his or her behalf, to a
full defence; and if upon hearing the evidence the jury shall find the prisoner

220. ' 4 guilty,
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GRENADA.  guilty, then the justices presiding shall proeeed to pass the sentence in the same

, manner as hereinbefore directed when the prisoner pleads guilty, and every sentence

shall be final and conclusive, and without appesl; and the justices presiding at

every such trial shall cause their sentence to be carried into execution at such time

(after the expiration of thirty-six hiours from the pronouncing such sentence

Commander in chief T€Spectively) and place as they shall think proper, unless the commander in, chief
may refpiteorpardon for the time being, to whom the justices shall report or transmit every such sentence
‘any criminal. within twenty-four hours after pronouncing the sane respeetively, shall think proper
to respite the same, or to pardon the criminul : .And in all trials to be had under this

Evidence of flaves Act, the evidence of slaves against and for one another .«:,hall pe deempd good and
for and againk one o fhicient proof ; and in case of the absence of any material witness, either against
‘ or for the prisoner to be tried under this Act, the justices presiding shall adjourn
Juktices may adjourn the trial for forty-eight hours, and direct a constable to search for and bring sucli

;gec;}i?lofszﬂ‘;“;; witness before the court at its next sitting, and shall then proceed with such’ trial

- material witnefs.  either with or without the attendance of such witness, if he or she is not to be found ;

Xf witnefs does not and the justices presiding at such trials respectively shall make regular minutes, to

. then appear, trial to

goon. * contain the day of trial, the names of the justices and jury, the crime for which the
Juftices to make prisoner stands charged, his or her plea, the evidence for the prosecution, and on
regular minutes, an

to return them into LD Prisoner’s behalf, the verdict of the jury, and the sentence of the court ; and
‘the secretary’s office shall sign the same, and return such minutes into the secretary’s office within six
in fix days. days after every such trial shall be firished respectively : And in all cases where the
Bunithment ofdeath punishment of death is inflicted, the execution shall be performed in a public part
ffénﬁf inflicted pub- of the parish, and with due solemnity ; and care shall be taken by the gaoler or
Prifoner not to be person having charge of the prisoner, that he or she is free from intoxication at the
time of his or her trial, and from thence to and at the time of his or her execution,
under the penalty of twenty pounds, to be recovered in manner hereinafter directed

for the recovéry of penalties incurred by jurors, constables and witnesses; and the
No other bﬁ‘:‘};m;f mode of such execution shall be hanging by the neck and no other; and the body
ing allowed. shall be afterwards disposed of in such manner as the justices presiding at the trial
Otfenders how to b¢ shall direct : And in all cases where the punishment shall be confinement in chains to
ﬁarwhenanan;mgtﬁzr hard labour for life, or for any lesser term, the criminals shall be employed under
fentence than death proper overseers, and a sufficient guard, to be provided at the public expense, in
s'inflifted. clearing the woods in the interior part of this Island, and making convenient roads
Conftables to attend through the same to every part of the Island ; and the constables of the parish,
the trial and exe- where such trials shall be” had respectively, shall attend the justices during the

executed.

cution. sitting of the court, and at all other times, when required so to do, and shall also
attend the execution of every sentence of death. ' ,
Claufe IIT. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said court shall have

- Court may adjourn fyll power and authority, if they shall see cause to adjourn the said court from

;;:i‘;‘iﬁig‘f”kaﬁ time to time, for any time not exceeding forty-eight hours, during any one
: adjournment. ‘ '
Claufe IV. And be enacted, That in case any slave shall wilfully, or with evil intent, give false

gﬁa‘; ugi:’;{)‘ e,t:‘gf: evidence on any trial to be had under this Act, such slave, upon being found guilty
fame punifbment as Vther_eof before a court to be assembled as hereinbeforg directed, shall suffer the same -
;hfl l;fen,?ggn&f he punishment as the person or persons on whose trial such false evidence was given
g?lilty;n would, if found guilty, have. been liable to suffer, or such other punishment as the

court shall think proper to inflict, according to the circumstances of the case.
Juttices toexplainto And the justices presiding at any trial where a slave or slaves shall be brought
flave witnefles the forward to give testimony, shall explain to each of the witnesses the punishment
teffimony. which he or she may be subject to, in case of giving false evidence; and if any
Owner refufing to owner or person having charge of slaves shall wilfully refuse or neglect to produce

' flaves Tum- - . . . .
gfgg;}“asa;ﬁne‘&';, before the court hereby directed, any slave, whose testimony is required on any

to forfeit 5o, trial to be had under this Act, every such person shall, for each refusal or neglect,
Incur a penalty of fifty pounds. . o v
fe V. ‘ i hat if anv just : .
.?i;; refufing to And be it enacted, That if any justice of the peace shall refuse or neglect to do

and perform all and singular the -duties required of him by this Act, every such

Justice, upon proof thereof made before-the commander in chief for the time. being,

by one or more credible witness or witnesess, shall for each offence incur a penalty .
How to be recovered. of fifty pounds, to be recovered by attachment, under the hand and seal of such

commander in chief, directed to the provost marshal, in the following form ; viz.

act, to forfeit so/.

326. “ George
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+ George the Third by the Grace of God King of Great Britain, France and
' ¢ Ireland, Defender of the Faith, and so forth.”

<« To the Provost Marshal of the Island of Grenada.

« WE command you to attach the body of 4. B. and him in safe custody to
¢ keep in our common gaol of our said Island, until he shall pay to us a
« fine of fifty pounds, for refusing or neglecting [here insert the particular
« gffence] and hereof fail not at your peril. Witness, C..D. "
¢« our commander in chief for the time being, the ‘ day of
« and all costs incurred thereon.” o

And the provost marshal shall accordingly execute the said writ by attaching the
body of the delinquent and detaining him in gaol until the said fine shall be fully
paid ; and if any constable shall refuse or neglect to do and perform all and
singular the duties required of him by this Act, every such constable, for each refusal
or neglect, shall incur a penalty of twenty-five pounds, to be recovered by attachment,
under the hand and seal of the justice' or hands and seals of the justices who shall
direct such constable to do his duty, directed to the provost marshal in the aforesaid
form, except as to the testing the said writ, which shall be tested in the name or
names of the justice or justices. issuing the same, and the provost master shall in
like manner execute the said writ. ‘

And be it enacted, That if any juror or witness, after being summoned, shall refuse
or neglect to attend in conformity to thesaid summons, every such juror and witness,
upon proof of the service of such summons before the justices issuing the same,
every such juror or any witness, being a free person, for each offence shall incur a
penalty of twenty-five pounds, to be recovered in like manner as penalties incurred
by constables are directed to be recovered ; and if any juror or witness so summoned
as aforesaid. shall attend ‘and shall refuse to serve as a juror or to give eévidence,
every such juror or witness shall and may be committed by the justices present to the
common gaol, there to remain without bail or mainprize for the space of three
calendar months. ‘ '

~ And be itenacted, That when any slave shall be sentenced to death, or banished, or
condemned to confinement in chains to hard labour, the justices and jury who shall
sit upon the trial shall value the said slave at such sum as they in their consciences
shall deem him or her to be worth, according to his or her trade or occupation, not
-exceeding ,
treasurer of the Island of Grenada, who is hereby authorized to pay to the owner the
amount of the sumymentioned in such certificate : And all slaves condemned to con-
finement in chains te.hard labour or to be banished, shall from and immediately after
such appraisement become the property of the public, and the owner divested of all
claim therein: And if any owner or other person having the charge of any slave,
whom he or she shall suspect to have been guilty of, or aiding, abetting, counselling,
or advising in any of the crimes specified in this Act, and shall not immediately
carry such slave before some one of His Majesty’s justices of the peace to be examined,
-every such person shall, upon being convicted thereof before the court of King’s
‘Bench and Grand Sessions of the Peace, be sentenced to be imprisoned for the
space of one year. g ' ' :

And be it enacted, That all penalties incurred under this Act shall be paid into the
hands of the public treasurer by the person receiving the same, and shall by the said
treasurer be set apart as a fund for defraying the expenses of guards and cutting
traces .through the woods, and other expenses incurred in carrying this Act into
execution. ‘ ‘ R

And be it enacted, That all reasonable expenses incurred in performing the various
duties required by this Act shall be paid by the public treasurer, upon producing a
certificate or warrant for the same under the hands of the justices presiding at any
court to be held in pursuance of this Act. ’

And beit enacted, That the governor and commander in chief for the time being
shall have the ordering and directing the employment of the said slaves in manner
before specified, and the appointment of a proper officer for superintending the same ;
and all'monies, the mode of issuing whereof 1s not directed by this Act, shall be paid
by warrant under the hand and seal of the governor or commander in chief for the
time being, to such person or persons as shall be therein specified.

o the purpofes thereof, to be payable by warrant from the

one hundred pounds currency, and shall certify the same to the public

GRENADA,
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Any owner fufpedt-'

ing any flave of an
crime fpecified in thys
act, and not carrying
him before a juitice,
liable to be im-
prifoned one year.

Claufe VIIL
Allfineslevied under
this a&t, a fand in
the treafurer’s hands
for the purpofes
thereof.

Claufe IX.
Reafonable expenfes
incurred to be paid
by the treafurer by
warrant from the juf-
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uhder this act, and
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wife ordered to be
paid by this aét for
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GRENADA. '
— An ACT for the punishment of Slaves under sentence of banishment or
. confinement to hard labour in chains, who shall escape or attempt to escape
from their places of confinement or employment, and to make it lawful for the
Magistrates to condemn to hard labour, in chains for life, or for a limited time,
Slaves convicted under the several Acts for the trial and punishment of
criminal Slaves. [13 May 1797.]

Preamble. - WHEREAS by an act of this Island, intituled, ““ An Act for the more effectual trial
and punishment of slaves who may have been or may hereafter be concerned in the
rebellion and insurrection now existing in this Island,” it:is enacted and ordained,
That slaves convicted of certain crimes therein mentioned may be sentenced to
banishment, to hard labour in chains for life, or for any shorter period, to be banished
afterwards: And whereas from various causes it hath not been found practicable to
transport from the Island several slaves now under sentence of banishment, in
pursuance of the said Aect, in consequence of which it hath been found expedient to
employ the said slaves in works of labour for the advantage of the colony: And
whereas from the negligence of the persons superintending such slaves, so employed
as aforesaid, or from the want of proper places to confine them in out of the hours of
labour, many of the said slaves may and actually do escape; who, by joining other
ill-disposed people in the colony, may again kindle up the flames of sedition and
insurrection which have so lately ravaged the Island: And whereas the said seritences
of banishment; ‘and confinement in chains to hard labour for life, have in’general,
from’ motives of humanity and ‘to spare the'effusion of human blood, beén past on
-objects ‘who from the enormity of their crimes deserved, and from the rigour of
the law would have been condemned to death, but which humane system:would be
attended’ with the worst of consequences, if they or any of them get again at large in
the Island, for remedy of so alarming an evil, we, Your Majesty’s most dutiful, loyal
and obedient subjects; the captain general of these Your Majesty’s Islands of ‘Grenada
and the Grenadines thereon dependant; #nd commander in chief therein, the members
of Your Majesty’s council, and the representatives of the people of the said Islands, in
general assembly convened; pray Y our most excellent Majesty that it may be ordained,

Claufe L and be it and it ishereby-enacted and ordained by the -authority of the same, That

Slaves fentenced to ‘and immedi ' teation af thi " ‘ . b o
Benihmont from this fromand immediately after the publication of ‘this Actalland every such slave or slaves

“ifland, or to be-con- ‘WHO TIOW- are or who hereafter- may besentenced to be banished from this fsland; or to

fined.to hardlabour be cenfined-to hard-labour in chains for life, or-for any shorter period, and who shall
Hl‘o‘;lgéf‘;cf?:ff;ﬁ escape, break loose or-run away from the place of his her or their confinement, or
who fhall efeape, - who shall be absent for the space of forty eight hours from the custody. of the person
‘a’:::;f fll_‘;"“f’fégce"g; having charge of him her or them, shall on conviction thereof be declared guilty of
confinement, -or be felony, and shall suffer death, or-such other punishment as the magistrates presiding

abfent 48 hours from op the trial of such slave or slaves shall direct.
cuftody of perfon - . ;

having charge, tofuffer death or other punithment, according to difcretion of magiftrate.

Claufe IL. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every slave charged_with the

Slaves charged with _ : . s : : : P is her ;
p e ofefcgaping crime of escaping, breaking loose or running away from the place of his her or their

from place of con-  confinement, or of having been absent for the space of forty-eight hours from the

 finement, to betried cystody of the person having charge of him her or them, shall be tried in the manner

ding to act fc : . . s o
;ﬁfﬁﬁ,‘,ﬁg n‘;gif,esor prescribed by the Act above recited for the trial of slaves guilty of high treason and

guilty of high other offences, and the record of the former conviction -of the said slave or slaves,
treafon, and of the sentence passed on him her or them, together with the evidence of any
convilion of fuch one free person orslave to the fact of his her or their having escaped from the place
fave, ggg.e of fen- of his her or their confinement, or of his her or their absence for the space of forty
together with evi. €ight hours or more from the custody of the person having charge of* him- her or
dence of any onefree them, shall be and it is hereby adjudged and declared to be sufficient proof.-to convict

fi flave, . s
P of:av‘z;g 2}§;p;’d him her or them of the same,

_ from place of confinement, orabfence for 84 hours or more from cuftody, declared to be fufficient proof of conviétion. .

Claufe IIL. - And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That
fr':[‘;es ;:“;;’:r‘gtm all and every slave or slaves who shall be transported from the government, in
under this aft, to  consequence of sentence of banishment having been pronounced against him her or
fuffer death. them, and who shall hereafter return to any part of this government, shall, on conviction
thereof in manner prescribed by the last clause, be declared guilty of felony, and
shall suffer death. o ' ‘ -

Preamble. And whereas from various causes it may be found necessary to continue to employ
. criminal
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erimisal slaves in chains or works' of labour for a considerable time; and as it is  GRENADA.
expedient from motives of humanity and policy to adopt such punishinents in maiy —
cases in lieu of others, for slaves convicted of offences under the several acts of this

Island at present in force for the trial and punishment of criminal slaves; BE it and

it is herchy epacted and ordained, That fron: and after the publication of this ClaufeIv.

Act, it shall and may be lawful for any of His Majesty’s justices of the peace %ugifes c;]f the peace
before whom any slave or slaves shall be tried for any offence, and Wl.]O shall be g7 20 T 2o for
convicted thereof, the punishment for which would be, agreeably to the said acts now any offence, and who
in force, corporal punishment or imprisonment for life, to condemn such slave or {hhzio?eﬂfe°“"l‘lﬁeﬂ‘i
glaves, in lien thereof, to be-vorked in chains for any limited time," or life, at the ment for which

discretion of the court before whom such slave or slaves shall be tried and convicted ; would be, agreeably

to faid afts now in

and whenever any slave or slaves shall be sentenced to be worked-in chains for life, foc, corporal pu-
he she or they shall be appraised in the same manner as is prescribed for slaves nifhment or impri-
sentenced to death, and shall from thenceforth be considered as the property of the Srnent ¥or i to

public to all intents and purposes whatsoever. ' or flaves, inlieu.
thereof, to be worked in chains for any limited time, orlife; or when for life, to be appraifed,
paid for, and become the property of the public. v

And be it and it is hereby endcted and ordained, That all and every slave so Claufe V.
sentenced to hard labour in chains for life, or for any time limited, agreeably to the’ ﬁ?gar“éhé‘;t:lgg‘t'o
last-clause of this Act shall be and he she or they are hereby declared to be to all work in chains for
‘intents and purposes subject in siinilar cases to the punishment prescribed by the 253% or ﬂ';‘;'“ acléﬂr:gi‘:
first clause of this Act, for such slave or slaves as shall escape, bredk l0ose, the offences created

or ranaway from the place of his her or their confinement, or who shall be absent in - the firft claufe,

for the space of forty-eight hours or more from the custody of the person having [y mal be tried in

charge of him ber or them and shall be tried accordingly, and in ordér the mote

effectually to prevent slaves so escaping or running away from being harbotired or

* concealed, as well as to encourage the discovery and apprehending of the same;

BE it and it is hereby enacted and ordained, That upon information being given Claufe vI.

to any one of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, of any slave or slaves who have Information being
vscaped or run away from the place of his her or their confinendent, being harboured 8¥en fo any juftice,

. . ‘ A it . ~ of any flaves hav-
or concealed, it shall and may be lawful for such magistrate to issue his warrant to ing efy‘caped, or run

any constable to apprehend and bring before him the person or persons suspected 2way from place of -

S . , . oot . confi t, or f}
of harbouring or coi.cealing such slave or slaves ; and if it shall appear to the magi- keper, magitrate o

strate, that he she or they really did wilfully conceal or harbour such slave or slaves, iffue his warrant to
or were privy to the harbouring or concealing of such slave or slaves, knowing the fl‘e’ﬁga;f:ro‘:s appre-
same to be a runaway or runaways under the sentence of the law, he she or they, if cealing them; and on
free, shall, on conviction of the said offence by the oath of a free person, be forth- :“)’“g;&c‘g“x;n:iftf;fl"m
with committed to the common gaol of the Island, there to be without bail or main- gaol for any time un-
prize for any term not exceeding tliitty days; and if a slave or slaves, he she or they et 30 daye ﬂ‘”i“w:”
shall on conviction, by the testimony of a free person, or of a slave, be ordered by the pe worked in cining
- magistrate to hard labour in chains for any time not exceeding thirty days, and shall not exceeding 30

suffer such corporal punishment besides, as the magistrates-shall think fit to direct. 7%

And-be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained, That every free person giving Claufe VIL.
information to a magistrate of such slave or slaves being so harboured or concealed Free perfons giving
as aforesaid, shall; on eonviction of the offender, be entitled to receive from the ﬂ‘:,, i‘,;",_f’:,,;ﬁf,‘;{ﬁ,
public treasurer of this Island, the sum of six pounds twelve shillings current money, to get 6/ 12 if
by warrant under the hand and seal of the magistrate to whom the information js V% 8¢t 346+
-;given; and every slave giving information as aforesaid, shall be also entitled to receive.
from the public treasurer the sum of three pounds six shillings current money,
to be paid on conviction of the offender, by warrant under the hand and seal of

the magistrate to whom such information is given. / :
4nd be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall be deemed & Claufe vim,

Public Act; and all judges, justices and Jjurors are required to take uotice thereof This A& declared to

accordingly. be'a Public At

:

~An ACT for the better protection and for promoting ‘the natural increase and
- population of Slaves within the Island of Grenada, and such of the Grenadines |
as are arinexed to the government thereof, for compelling an adequate pro-
vision for and care of them, as well“in sickiess and old age as in health;
and for constituting and appointing Guardians to effectuate and carry into ; b
execution the regulations and purposes of this Act. = [9 Dec. 1797.] :
WHEREAS the laws heretofore made for the. protection of slaves, and for preamble.

Aivers othér of the benevolent purposes intended by this present Act, having been
226, : temporary,

fonment for life, to’
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temporary, are expired; and humanity and thfa interest qf the colony 'r.equire that
the same, or other equally salutary and suﬂicxe_znt regulations and provt_smns?,h QUI d
be adopted and ordained, for rendering the servitude and labour of slaves as limited
and easy as possible; and for promoting the natural increase” of their population, ‘as
the most likely means of removing, in a course of time, thg necessity of further
importations of slaves from Africa: And whereas these desirable ends cannot be
more effectually obtained than by compelling the owners an(.i masters of slaves suf-
ficiently and properly to lodge, feed, clothe, and.mamtam them, as u:ell. dz‘}ﬁﬂg
health, and their capacity for labour, as in time of sickness, old age, and infirmities,
by prescribing reasonable bounds to the power of masters and others having the
charge of slaves, by introducing them to the knowledge of the christian religion,
and affording them opportunity of improving in morality ; and by constituting a
proper tribunal of guardianship, for the hearing, examination, and redress of their
grievances, and security of their rights and immunities hereby granted and esta-
blished ; May it therefore please the King’s most excellent Majesty, and that it may
be enacted and ordained.. A :

And be it and it is hereby enacted by his excellency Charles Green; esqiire,
captain general, and governor in chief of the Island of Grenada, and the Grenadines
annexed to the government thereof, the honourable the members of the council, and
the representatives of the people of said Islands in general assembly convened, and
by the authority of the same, that immediately, and from time to time, and at all
times from and after the publication of this Act, every proprietor, .owner, or
possessor of any plantation or estate, shafl provide for, and allow to, at least every
head of a family of slaves, thereunto attached, one good. and comfortable house,
with one or more cabanes or beds to sleep upon, raised at least one foot from the

ground ; and shall also allot and appoint for every slave (domestics excepted). above

the agé of fourteen years, as, and for his or her proper ground, such a quantity er
portion of the land of the said plantation or estate, to which such slave may be
attached, of or such other contignous lands as shall be approved by the guardians
of 5}%1vé‘é appointed in anper hereinafter mentigned, as sufficiently near and- con:
venient for such provision ground, as in the estimation of the guardians' for that
parish wherein such plantition or estate shall be situate, or the majority of them,
shall be deemed sufficient;, when under proper cultivation, to produce such a' quantity
of ground provisions, -as, with the ordinary allowance of salt provisions, of the

‘quantity whereof such gnardians are to judge, will be completely adequate to the

maintenance and support of ‘such slave; and shall allow every such “stave, from

noon, in some one day in every weck, or one whele day in a fortnight, besides

Sunday (except in time of crop), for the purpose of working and cultivating his or
her grounds; which said grounds, when once allotted, shall not be exchanged or
taken away from any such slaves, without his or her consent, by Lim or her expressed
to the guardians of such district or parish, whilst such slave shall remain on the
estate to which such land so allotted to him or her belongs (except in manner and
upon the terms next hereinafter menionied) ; thatis to say, Provided always, that if
the person having the charge of any'plantation or estate shall find it necessary or
expedient to change the provision grounds allotted to the slaves of such plantation or
estate; and such consent of the slaves shall not be expressed as aforesaid, it shall
and may be -lawful for any such person. to allot other sufficient grounds for that
purpose, and to call on the guardians of the -district or parish to examine and
approve of the quantity, quality, and situation of such proposed new provision:

- grounds; and if the said guardians, ‘or a majority of them, shall approve of such

Claufe I1.

Owners of estates,
from the fituation or
nature of the foil not
affording fufficient
provifion grounds,
to have it in their
option to miake, al-
lotraents of ground,
or to yive a weckly
zllowance of pro-

new provision grounds, then and in every such case, from and after, the expiration
of gwelve calendar months after such new allotment and approbation as aforesaid,

or such longer period, according to the season of the yvear, as the guardians shall
Judge necessary to enable the slaves to put such newly allotted grounds into proper

cultivation, but not sooner or otherwise, it shall and may be lawful for any. such

person to take in, and put into cultivation, the grounds so first allotted for the use '
of the slaves. ‘ : o

And whereas there may be some estates, which from the nature of the soil, and
Pparticular situation, are not so proper for the cultivation of provisions; and were
the proprietors or.possessors compelled to allot portions thereof to every slave, for
the purpose of cultivating provisions completely adequate to his or her maintenance,
as hereinbefore. directed, it might be attended with ruinous consequences to such
estates,” without answering the purposes thereby intended; BE it and it is hereby
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every proprietor, owner, or possessor of

226. , - ’ " any
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any -plantation or estate, which, in the judgment of the guardians, shall be so
circumstanced in-poiat of soil or situation, shall have it in his or her aption or choice,
with .the approbation of the guardians, either to make such allotments of land
as aforesaid, as provision grounds for the maintenance of-the Slaves attached
thereto, or to give them a weekly allowance of provisions completely "adequate to
their maintenance: Provided always, that there shall be at least one fdrtieth part
of an acre allotted to each slave, contignous to the negro houses, for the purpose
of cultivating a garden for their sole use and benefit, . '

Andbe it enacted by the autherity aforesaid, That every such proprietor, owner,
or possessor as aforesuid, shall annually allow and - give to every ‘slave. whom he
or she shall own, rent or possess, decent and sufficient clothing, according to the
respective sex and age of such slave, to be ‘approved of and directed by the guar-
dians of the district wherein the plantation or estate to which such slave may be
attached shall lie; and if any proprietor, owner, or possessor of any plantation or
estate, do or shall neglect or refuse’to comply with or obey any of: the provisions
of this clause, he she or they shall, for every such neglect or refusal; ‘forfeit and
pay the sum of five pounds for every slave who shall not be 50 clothed as herein
is directed, to be recovered, paid and applied in manner hereinafter prescribed,

Aud be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in~ all cases, when slaves are
not attached to or resident on any plantation or estate, the proprietors or.possessors
of all and every of such slaves, shall provide - for and - furpish suchslaves with
comfortable lodging, and ample provision of wholesome food, and with decent
clothing in every year, to be approved and directed by the guardians - of the district -
where such proprietor, or, in his or her absence, his -or her acting attorney shall be
resident, under the penalty last mentioned.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, in order to restrain arbitrary
punishments, That from and after the publication. of this .Act it shall 'nof be Tawful
for any proprietor of a slave or slaves, or for the attorney of such roprietor, or,in
his or her. absence, nor for the manager, overseer, or other free_persons having the
management or direction of such slave or slaves in the absence of the proprietor,

~and where there is no attorney resident, to inflict, or cause or. knowingly suffer to
be inflicted on any slave any corporal punishment, other thanlmpnspnqunt;}ua
proper and wholesome place of confinement, and whipping not to exceed thli‘:ty-
nine lashes at one time, and for any one offence or fault which by him or herma
be commitfed ; and that in all cases when either the proprietor :i;s»resiaentl_og‘&lg,e

estate, or, if absent, has an attorney resident thereon, it shall ‘not be lawful flo any
manager, overseer, of free person employed under such proprietor_ or attorney, $o
Toflict, or cause or knowingly suffer to be inflicted on any such slave any ¢ poral
punishment, other than confinement. ina proper place, and whipping not to exceed
twelve lashes at one time, and for any one offence or fault by him or her committed ;
mnor shall any such proprietor, attorney, manager, overseer, or other frée person as
aforesaid. inflict, or suffer to be inflicted such punishment, nor any other number of
Jashes in the same day, nor until the delinquent has recovered from the effects of any
former punishment, under the penalty-of twenty pounds for. every such excess. or
Tepetition of punishent, to be recovered against the person directing or permitting
the same: Provided always, that in all cases where the propriefor, or other person
having charge of any such slave, shall conceive the fault. committed (although by
{aw not cognizable by justices of the peace) to be of such enormity as fo desérve
more exemplary punishment than is hereinbefore allowed to be inflicted, it shall
and may be lawful forhim to cause.such offending slave to be carried beforé any
two justices of ‘the peace; and such justices are hereby authorized to hear and
examine info every such complaint, and to direct such corporal punishment, not
extending to life'or limb, as'the offence’ shall in their discretion merit; after which
punishment, inflicted by order of the justices as aforesaid, no farther or other
punishment whatever shall be inflicted on such slave for that offence, by any

GRENADA.
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Claufe V.
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person or persons whomsoever, under the similar penalty last hereinbefore mentioned juftices of the peace,

of twenty pounds.

No further punifh -

‘ : ment to be inflited for that offence. Penalty for the fame,
And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any proprietor, Claufe VI .
attorney, manager, -overseer or other fre¢ person employed as aforesaid, do and f:::?it{dfggypigg?e'
shall upon any pretence whatsoever, take upon himself or herself to inflict; or cause nager, &c, inflicting

%o be inflicted on such slave or slaves'as aforesaid, any heavier, - greater or other 2 greater or other
; 3 . 1 punifhment than be~
‘ kind fore defribed.
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GRENADA.  kind of corporal punishment than those which are hereinbeforc in that respect
i limited and prescribed, every such proprictor, attorney, manager, overseey or other
free person employed as aforesaid, shall and may tor every such oticnce be proceeded
against by presenunent, information or indictment, in the same manner as l‘f the
offence was comniitted against a free person ;. and if found guilty, sball be punished
by fine or imprisonment, or both, at the discretion of the court’wherein such offender
Proprietors commit- shall have been tried and convicted ; and in very atrocious cases, whgn such offence
wis o pirocious shall appear to have been accompanied with any aggravating circumstance of

acis of nbumanity 7, g . . H P 5 YT 1
and maihem on ~~ singular inhumanity or mazihem, and the person so convicted shall be the proprietor
flaves, the guardians or owner of such slave ov slaves, it shall and may be lawful for the justices of the
Z‘F}ﬂfﬁﬁé&d'fp °€ said court, and they are hereby required to order and adjudge such slave or slaves
to be delivered to, and taken possession of by the guardians of the parish or district’
in which the plantation or estate to which such slave or slaves is or are attached, or
where such proprietor resides, to be by them torthwith sold and disposed of to some
person of humane repute, for such price as the said guardjans shall deem fair and
adequate, and can be procured for the same; and such guardians are hereby au-
Money arifing from thorized and requited to scll the same, and the money arising theretrom to be
:ﬁc&e’??‘)gﬁ;ﬁa‘d forthwith paid to the proprietor -of such slave or slaves so sold as aforesaid : And
such sale shall be deemed competent and sufficient in law to -vest the absolute

property of such slave or slaves in the purchaser or purchasers thereof.

Claufe VII. ~And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall not be lawful
i‘;;el‘}‘:g tiobewo.k to or for the proprietor, owner or possessor of any plantation or estate, or any
before day break, or PErsun or persons employed by or under such proprietor, owner or possessor, except,

aiter fun fet, except in the act of manafacturing such species of produce as necessarily requires night.or

“in making fugar,

or carrying grafs or €Xtra labour, to compel or oblige any slave attached to or upon such plantation or
#tock-meat, under  estate, to leave his or her house in order to work in the field or at his trade until
penzley of 10k Gavibreak, or to work during the times of breakfasting and dining; for the first of
which, such slave shall be allowed one half hour in the morning, and for the latter,
two hours, to wit, from twelve o'clock at noon to two in the afternoon ; nor to
compel any such slaves to work after sun-set, except in the carrying of a bundle of
- grass or stock-meat from the field to the stable or other place where the same is to

be consumed, under the penalty of ten pounds for every offence. ‘

laufe VIIL. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no master, owner or
Cwners, &c. of e ‘

flaves not to difcard POSSESSOr of any slave or slaves, whether in his or her own right, or as attorney,
them ‘on_account of guardian, trustee, or otherwise howsoever, shall, under any pretence whatsoever,
:g;gvféi";ﬁ:; bt discard or turn away any such slave or slaves being rendered incapable of labour or
every neceflary, and service, by reason of sickness or disorder, age or infirmity ; but every such owner,
not :;;;ﬂ:x:ofim fe master or possessor shall keep such slave or slaves upon his her or their respective
e properties, and feed and provide them with wholesomé faod and decent comfortable
cloathing and lodging and other necessaries, and' not suffer them for want thereof,

. to wander about at large and become a nuisance, and burthensome to uthers
%Z:»f;g’lf’?‘?‘:ﬁlxg:r?gn for subsistence: And it shall and may be lawful for any white or free coloured
to take up (uch flaves PETSON to take up all such diseased or infirm slave or slaves who may be found going
]f:ﬂida:;rc’gfnnt e::: abqpt ai,; lz‘u'gej as above mentioned, and to cat:ry‘hi.m her or them before any of His
beﬁ,;eamagif{me or Majesty’s justices of the peace, or any o} the guardians for the town or parish where
guardian. taken up ; which justices of the peace or guardians shall, and he is hereby directed
to make immediate inquiry into the conduct of such owner, possessor, attorney or

. trustee; and if it shall appear to the said justice or guardian that the slaves going
Penalty if owner,&c. about at large be owing to neglect or maltreatment from the owner, pussessor,
onbeglector  attorney or trustee, - he she or they so offending shall forfeit for every such offence
found offending.  the sum of ten pounds current money, to be levied on their gouds and chattels, by
 warrant under the band and seal of the Justice or guardian before whem counvicted,

. one moiety to be paid to the person taking up the slave as aforessid, and the other

Ovmersto enter into yojety to be paid into the hands of the treasurer for the public uses of this govern-

recognizance that . ; ) . .
e flave fhall in Ment; and the owner, possessor, attorney or trustee shall forthwith enter into

future be well recognizance in the sum of fifty poends, ‘with two sufficient securities in' the sum of
treated. ” : . ‘s : ;

On refafal or necler. TWENLY-five pounds each, that the ‘slave shall in future be well treated, lodged, fed
the juliiceor ~ ° and cloathed; but in case of neglect or refusal to enter into recognizance as afore-

guardian to commit sgid, then it shull and way be lawful for the justice or guardian” to commit - the
fuch flave to the

charge of the cae- SlaVe to the charge of the cage-kecper of the nearest town. where taken up; to be
keeper, and owners, by him lodged and fed, for which he shall be entitled to receive from the owner,
;ﬁé;,};};iﬁ;‘?mg possessor, attorney or trustee, at the rate of half a dollar per diem, recoverable on
and lodging fuch = his goods and chattels weekly, by warrant .under the hand and seal of the Jjustice er
Tow recoverche,  Bvardian committing, until he shall have emtered into recognizance as aforesaid.

And
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all masters and
mistresses, owners, -or in their absence, managers and overscers of slaves, shall, as

much as. in. them lies, endeavour the instruction of their slaves in the principles of -

“the Christian religion, . whereby to facilitate their conversion; and 'shall do -their
ntmost exertions to fit them. for baptism; and, as soon as converiently can be, cause
to be baptized all such as they-can make sensible of a duty to God and the Christian
faith.; which ceremony the clergymen of the respective parishes are to perform
gratisf and also to attend them in sickness, when their spiritual aid may ‘be
required.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That, upon every planta-
tion ‘or estate in these Islands, there shall, within four months from and after the
. publication of this Act, be erécted and built a good and sufficient hospital, in proportion
to the" mimber of slavés on such plantation or estate, in'a proper and healthy

situation for the infirm and sick  slaves, with proper attendants, ‘into which all the
“slaves who shall be absent from theif work under any pretence of sickness, shall be
ordered and put by the manager or person having the charge of such plantation and
. dlives, who is heréby further required and directed to keep an hospital book, with
the names of the slaves so-admittéd, the dates of their admission, and also of their
‘dismission; or death ; aiid ih which shall’ be insertéd by the surgeon, or other
medical attendant of the said plantation, the nature of their complaints or diseases,
And -be it enacted by the ‘authority aforesaid, That at the time limited and
appointed, or to be limitéd or-appointed, in any and every tax bill, for giving in a
list of ‘taxable objects hi’ ‘every year, the owner, ovérseer, or manager of every
plaritation or estate shall ‘givé in, on oath, a particular account of all the births and
 deaths'of thie slaves of such plantation or estate, for'the preceding year, ‘under the
petialtyof twenty pounids for “every omiission, to be recovered from tlie owner of
such plantation or-estate *“And ¥ the not giving in on oafli 'such accounts, shall be
owiny tothe neglect of the manager o1 overseer of such plantation or estate, it shall
and ‘may be lawful for the owner or possessor of such plantation or estate, to stop
and détain the penalty he ‘or she-shall suffer by this law, out of the wages of such
manager or éverseer. o L : |
And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That such account shall also contain
the causes of the. deaths of such-slaves as ‘shall have died during the preceding year,
to ‘be certified by thé surgecn or principal medical attendant of such plantation or
estate;do the best of his'knowlédge, judgment, apd belief. ) : g
.. And in order .that encouragement may be given.to the. increase and protection
of negro infants, be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every female
slave, who shall have six children living; shall be exempted from hard labour ; and
the owneér or possessor of ;such female slave shall be_exempted from all taxes for
such femaleé slaves; and a deduction shall be made for all such female slaves from
the taxes of such owner or possessors, by certificate of the person or persons to be
appointed by any tax bill to be hereafter pagsed, for taking the list of taxable objects
directed to the treasurer of this Island for the time being; for which purpose proof
shall be given on oath, to, the satisfaction of such person or persons, not only that the
regiisite number of children, together with the mother, are living, -but also that the
mother is exempted from all kinds of hard labour, and is provided with the means
of an easy and comfortable maintenance. - '

And in: order te prevent-any “person from mutilating -or dismembering any slave
or: slaves, be it further-enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it’*ariy’“ master,
mistress, .owner, possessor, or other person whatsoever, shall, at his her or their
own . will -and. pleasure, or his- her or their direction, or with his “her or their
knowledge, sufferance, privity or consent, mutilate ordismember, or cause
to- be: muiilated-or dismembered - any- slave -or slaves, he she or ihey shall
be liable-to be. prosécuted- by. information- or indictment, for every such offence,
in;the Court- of King's Bench and Grand Sessions, or any other court of Similar

GRENADA.
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jheisdiction: in these: Islands;: and. upon conviction, shall be punished by fine,

‘not. less . than one hundred; nor exceeding five hundred pounds, and imprisoir-

ment .not-exceeding twelve months, for each-and every slave so mutilated -or dis-
meinbered ;- and such punishment is-declared to be without prejudice to'any action
that can or may be brought at common law- for recovery of damages for or on account
of the same ;. and:in very atrocious cases, where the owner of such slave or slaves
sball be convicted of such .offence, the justices of- the court before: whom such
oﬂ’enré_ey shall-have been: tried-and. convicted, are hereby émpowered, in case thev

220. ‘ . de‘:‘lﬁ.
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‘shall think'it necessary for the further protection of such slave-or slaves, ito-declare‘
and ‘adjudge him her or them free, and discharged of and from all manner -of
:servitude to such owners, to all intents and puarposes w.lpats;o.ever ; and in all suc.h‘
«cases, the justices of such court -are hersby authorized and empowered, if
‘to them it shall appear necessary, to order and direct the fine adjudged by them to
‘be paid into the hands of the treasurer of these xsl‘andsvtc? the use of t‘he pub.hc ; the
treasurer for the time being, in consideration thereof, paying to such of the said slaves
50 freed and discharged from servitude as afcresaid, the sum of ‘ten pounds per
-annuim towards his her or their maintenance and support during l}te; and in- case
-of any such mutilation or dismembering of any slave or slaves being committed as
-aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said guardiaus, or any one or
‘more of them, upon complaint and application to him or them made by such slave
or slaves so mutilated, and they are hereby required, upen view and certainty of
the fact, to send such slave or slaves so mutilated forthwith to t}]e nearest cage
where such offénce shall have been committed ; or if such complaint and informa-
tion that any slave or slaves is or are so mutilated shall arise from the probable
‘intelligence of any other Slave, or otherwise, to issue their or his warrant to any
constable, ordering him immediately to proceed to the place where such'slave or
slaves so mutilated may be, and bring him her or them, -and- if un{ler.conﬁnemen.t, ,
to release and bring him her or them before such guardian or guardians, who on ‘
wview and certainty of the fact as aforesaid, shall send such slave or slaves so muti-
lated, to the nearest cage as aforesaid ; which slave or slaves shall be there safely
kept by the cage-keeper, but not worked, at the public expense, until the determi-
nation of the prosecution, which the said guardians are hereby directed and required -
to pursue and carry into effect against the perpetrators of the said mutilations, in
manner aforesaid ; and the keeper of such cage is hereby required to receive such
slave .or slaves into his custody, and during such time as such s{ave or slaves shall
be detained in the cage, to provide and allow a sufficient «fuantity of proper food
daily for his her or their sustenance and support, at the expense of the person
offending as aforesaid, and under the direction and approbation of the said guardians,
who are hereby authorized to issue their warrant for payment of the same, to be
levied on the goods and .chattels of the offender. -

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That at the first meeting
of the Council and Assembly after the first day of January in the year of our Lord
one thousand seven hundred and ninety eight, and af the first meeting thereof
after the first day of January i each ‘and every subsequent year during the
continuance of this Act, the House of Assembly shall proceed to nominate and.
appoint, with the approbation and concurrence of the Council, three fit persons for
each parish, and for the island of Carriacou, and the other Grenadines, who shall
serve as guardians of and to the slaves belonging tp the respective parishes, and the
Islands for which such- guardians shail be so nominated and appointed ; and also
three persons, being frecholders, resident in the town of Saint George. as-guardians
of and .to the slaves within the said town; and the clerk of the Assembly shall
publish in the first gazette or public newspaper to-be printed after such nomina-
tion and appointinent, the names of the several guardians so appointed.

And be it enacted by the authority dforesaid, That the guardians of Slaves herein-
after-named and appointed, within ten days after the publication thereof, and all
guardians of slaves within ten days after such notice of their appointment being

- given as aforesaid, and before they proceed on the execution of their office, shall

apply themselves to some justice of the peace, and before him take the following
outh: '

“1I, 4. B. do Swear, That I will diligently, truly, faithfully, and impar-

“ tially perform the office of a Guardian of Slaves, in the parish of

‘ [or, the town of Saint George] for which I am appointed

this present year, and will not, for favour and aftfection, on any con-
sideration whatsoever, excuse any person or persens offending against
or neglecting his her or their duty, as enjoined by an Act, intituled,
An Actfor the better protection, and for promoting the nataral increase
“ and population of Slaves within the Island- of Grenada, and such of '
¢‘ the Grenadines as are annexed to the Government thereof ;- for com-
pelling an adequate provision for and care of them, as well in sickness
and old age asin health; and for constituting and appointing Guardians
“ to effectuate and carry into execution the regulations and purposes of
R . ’ “ this
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“¢ this Act;” nor will I, for hatred, malice, ill-will or -partiality, prasecute, GRENADA.

"¢ present or punish any one, but in all things will comply with
“ coniorm to the directions, orders and duty enjoined me by the

¢ Act, according to the best of my understanding, skill, power, and judg-

and
said

¢ ment. : So help me GO D.”

“Fhich said- cath every justice of the peace, -on epplication to him for that purpose
-made by the guardian, is hereby authorized and required to adminjster and transmit,
-within ten days afterwards, -a certificate thereof, to befiled in the secretary’s office :
And if any guardian 0 nominated, and having such notice of his nomination as

)

aforesaid, shallrefuse to act in his said office, ‘or shall neglect or refuse to be sworn

.as aforesaid, or who being sworn and acting, shall neglect his duty, or abuse

. the

powers by this Actvested in him, he shall for every such offence forfeit fifty pounds
-current money, to be recovered in the court of King's Bench and Grand Session,

by indictment or information, to be paid into the public treasury for the public

.o the colony ; and any person having served the office of guardian for one yearshall
not be compelled or compellable to serve the same office again, until the expiration
.of two years thereafter, and in the mean time, until such appointment .of guardians

can be mace as aforesaid. ,

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That, for the town of §¢. George,—
The honourable Alexander Cockburn, John Orr, -and William Arnold, Esquires:
For the parish of St. George,—The honourable Alexander Scott, JohnRoss,” and
 Wilson P, Richardson, Esquires: ¥or the parish of §¢. David,—The honourable

uses

Penalty on guardian
refufing toact, or to
be fworn, &c. :

Guardians having,
ferved one year, not

compellable to ferve

again until the ex~
piration of two years.

Clanfe XVIIL.
Guardians appoint-

.

Samuel Mitchell, James Hay, and Henry Palmer, Esquires: Tor the parish of

8t Andrew,—Thomas Robertson, Isaac Horsford, end James Campbell, junior,
- Esquires: For the parish of St. Patrick, —John Harvey, Nicholas Herbert, and
Alexander I'raser, Esquires : For the parish' of 8. Mark,— Alexander Campbell,
Gordon Turnbull, and William Sandback, Esquires: For the parish of 5¢. Jokn,—

John Haye, James Mays, and Alexander Brander, Esquires: For the Island of

- -Carriacou, and the other Grenadines,—William Arbuthnot, Andrew Whiteman,
and John Bell, Esquires, shall be and they are hereby appointed guardians of and
to the slaves within their respective districts, and shall' take the same oath of office,
and actand discharge the duty of guardiansin the same manner and under the same
penalty, ito be recovered and applied in the same manner as if they were guardians

nominated and appointed in manner prescribed by this Act.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be
lawful to and for the said guardians, or any two of them in their respective districts,
and they are hereby authorized and required once in every six months, (except the
guardians . hereinbefore named and appointed, who ‘are hereby authorized and

‘Claufe XVIIL.
Guardians required
once in every fix
months to vifit the
eftatesin their feverzl
diftriéts, to hear and

required within the first three months), and at all other times when any complaint enquireinto the

or information shall appear to render their presence necessary, to visit the several
-estates and plantations within their respective districts, and to hear and enquire into
the complaints, and enquire into and inspect the grounds, clothing, lodging, main-
tenance, and treatment of the slaves within their respective districts, and into the
state and condition of- furniture and conveniences of the hospital ; and for a more
' e,ffe_ctual discovery of the truths with respect to the cloathing, lodging, feedingand
maintenance of -the Slaves, as well in sickness as in health, shall” examine the

manager and principal overseer, and the surgeon or medical aitendant on

such

complaints, ard to
infpect the grounds,
&ec. of the flaves.
And to examine
manager, &c.

refpecting any fuf- -

picious circumitance
relative to their
trestment, &c.

estate or plantation, and all other persons likely to be *able to give testimony, if

from any suspicious circumstances or circumstance it shall appear necessary toa
. majority of the said guardians, touching the same, after having first administered
- to such mapager, principal overseer, or other free person, an oath of the following

tenor : ‘ , ‘

“'I, 4. B. will true answer make ‘to all such questions as shall be put to
“ touching the numbers, ages, cloathing, feeding, maintenance, andt
“ ment.of the Slaves upon and belonging to-the estate of ’

me,
reat-

, [or, within the town of St. Gearge]. E So0.help me GOD.”

-Qath to be adm’nis-
tered to manager,
overfeer, &c.

And if any manager, principal overseer, or other white-or free person, shall refuse Ferelty for refufing
to besworn, or whensworn, to answer such questions asshall be putto him relative
to the several matters mentioned in the said .oath, he shall forfeit fifty pounds, to be
recovered in the manner hereinafter mentioned, and to be paid into the treasury, for

" the public uses of the colony : And in case of the wilful and corrupt perjury of

any
such

to be fworn.

:
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. GRENADA. = such white or free person, he shall and may be prosecuted by prescntment, jndict-
“—— =" jnent or information, and be punished as in cases of wilful and corrupt perjury at
' common law ; and if, on enquiry into the complaint or complaints made by any of

the slaves of any estate, plantation or tows, or pn view, or from the examination

of the manager, principal overseer, or such other Whlte_or free persons or othgrmse,

1t shall appear to the said gnardians in their.respective districts, orany two of them,

“ihat any offence hath been committed against this Act, then and in every such case

they are hereby authorized and strictly required, without delay, by all or some of

the ways and meons hereby in that respect provided, to sue and prosecute the

offender and offenders: for the recovery of such penalty or penalties, or to such

punishment or punishments as is or are by this Act annexed to the offence or offences

by bimor them committed ; and all suits and prosecutions carried on by orin the

~mames of the said guardians, any one or more of them, with the approbation of

two of them at Jeast, shall be maintained by the publie, and the expenses aitending

%

the same defrayed out of the public treasury. :

“Clanfe XIX. And whereas the manumitting and setting free siaves, deceased, blind, aged or
Perlons mans- otherwise disabled {rom workine, without making provision for their sustenance and
mitting flaves to pay g W

100l in the public comfort, ought to be prevented, as it obliges them to ramble about and beg for
treatury. subsistence, which frequently compels them to the necessity of robbing and stealing,
and leads them to other bad practices to support themselves :

And whereas it is also necessary to discourage the too frequent and indiscriminate
manumission of slaves, without a sifficient provision being made for their support;
EE it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the publication
of this Act, it shall not be lawful for any person or persons to manumit or set free
any slave or slaves belonging to him her or them, without first paying in to the
treasurer of these Islands for the time being, the sum of one hundred pounds current
money, lor each and every ‘slave so manumitted; and the treasurer is hereby
directed and required to certify on the back of the manumission, that such sum has
been to him paid ; and 1o manamission executed after the publication. of this Act,
without such certificate, shall be of any torce or validity whatsoever.

‘Claufe XX. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That each and every. person so
manumitted, shall be entitled to receive an anvuity of ten pounds, current money,
10 be paid by the treasurer, one molety every six months, who is hereby authorized
ard required to pay the same for and during the natural life of such person or persons

. .80 manumitted, and set free-as aforesaid. , o

Claufe XX1. ‘ And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case apy person or '
persons so manumitted as aforesaid, shall be absent from this government, he she
or they shall be entitled to receive such arinuity as aforesaid, upon transmitting or
producing to the treasurer of these islands, a certificate from the rector of the parish
where such person or persons may actually reside, or from any of His Majesty’s
justices of the peace in such parish, island, or piace, of him her or them, being .
then alive, and conducting or behaving bim her or themselves as peaceable and
good subjects, and such certificate shall be.a sufficient warrant to the treasurer for

the time being to pay the annuity, or arrears of annuity as aforesaid.

Claufe XXII. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in cases of any hieinous crime,

Penaly on p;e-"ifgzs_ misdemeanor, or-other disorderly conduct of any such person or persons so manu-

convidted of any  itted and set free, on conviction thereof, on the ocath of one or more credible

‘beinous offence or  witness or witnesses, before any three of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, such

iforderly conduct. person’or persons so offending shall forfeit to His Majesty, his heirs and successors,
the whole ‘of such anuuity, or-so much thereof as the said justices in their judgment
‘may think proper, in proportion to the heinousness of the offence committed ; such
forteiture to be applied to the public uses of this government.

Claufe XXTIL And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person or

Perfons whofe ufual persons, whose usual residence has been in this government, shall at any time after
refidence has been in e PR 7 . s -
this government and th€.publication of this Act, be manumitted or set free by any deed of manumission,
obtamming a manu- executed in any other place than within this government, such manumission shall

-4 H ¥ tl » . . » . .
l‘:]‘;f‘;“dg; b f foj;ff be and is hereby declared to be null and void in this government, to all intents and

until the fum of 100l -purposes whatsoever, any law custom or usage to the contrary in anywise not-
}.’:C})P;ﬁ[o‘:f ey withstanding, until the sum of one hundred pounds be by each and every such
trenfury. - person so manumitted, paid into the hands of the treasurer as aforesaid, which

. shal
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shall entitle the person paying the same to receive the annual sum of ten poﬁnds,
as hereinbefore mentioned. -

~ And be it enacied by the authority aforesaid, That all penalties and forfeitures
in this Act mentioned, the recovery and application whereof have not already been
declared, shall be recovered in the said court of Common Pleas, by action of debt,
bill, plaint, or information, and paid into the hands of the public treasurer for the
public uses of this colony.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any guardian’ of slaves
shall be sued or molested for any thing done by virtue of this Act, he shall and
may plead the general issue, and give this Act and the special matter in evidence :
And if the plaintiff be nonsuited or discontinues his action, or a verdict be found
against him, he shall pay treble costs of suit: And this Act shall be deemed a

GRENADA.
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Public Act; and all judges, justices, and jurors, are to take notice thereof accord-

ingly, without specially pieading the same.

And be>i't enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall be and remain
"in force from the publication thereof, forand during the term of two years thereafter,

and until some further or other provision shall be made by the Legislature for the

purposes of this Act.

- *,* The 20th, 21st, and 22d Clauses of this Act, as well'as g part of
the 23d, have been repealed by an Act of the Legislature of the
25th October 1806. : ) v

- Ax ACT torepeal so much of an Act, commonly called “The Guardian Act,”
as gives an annuity of Ten Pounds to any Slave manumitted, according to the
~direction of that Act; and for certain other purpeses. [25 October 1806.]

Y HEREAS by the twentieth clause of a certain Act of this Island, intituled,

“ An Act for the- better protection and for promoting the natural increase and
population of slaves within the Island of Grenada, .and such of the Grenadines as
are annexed to the government thereof, for compelling an adequate provision for
and care of them, as well in sickness and old age as in health, and for constituting
and appointing guardians to perpetuate and carny into execution the regulations
~and purposes of this Act;” it is enacted, That each and every slave so manumitted
shall be eutitled to receive an annuity of ten pounds current money, to be paid by

the treasurer, one moiety every six months, who is thereby authorized and required
to pay the same for and during the natural life of such person or persons so manu-

mitted and set free as aforesaid : BE it enacted by his excellency Frederick Maitland,

-governor and commander in chief in and over the Island of Grenada, and such of
ihe Islands commonly called The Grenadines, to the southward of the Island of

Carriacou,  including that Island, the members o