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ABSTRACT

This article explains how Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM)–trained Nigerian

militants split from Boko Haram and formed a new group called Ansaru in 2011 after

consulting with AQIM. Ansaru leaders, however, reintegrated with Boko Haram and

transferred their specialized skills in kidnappings, suicide bombings, and media to

Boko Haram and contributed to the group's conquest of territory in 2013. Al Qaeda did

not bene�t from these conquests because Ansaru leaders switched loyalties and

helped arrange Boko Haram's pledge to Islamic State in 2015. This article exploits

primary source documents from AQIM, Islamic State, and Boko Haram and contributes
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p a y sou ce docu e ts o  Q , s a c State, a d o o a a  a d co t butes

to the literature on splits and mergers and knowledge transfer between terrorist

groups and Al Qaeda–Islamic State competition.

Additional information
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4. Jama'atu Ansaril Muslimina Fibiladis Sudan means “Supporters of Muslims in the

Lands of Black Africa” in Arabic.

5. Northeastern Nigeria in this article refers to the states of Borno, Yobe, and
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