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ABSTRACT

This article explains how Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM)-trained Nigerian
militants split from Boko Haram and formed a new group called Ansaru in 2011 after
consulting with AQIM. Ansaru leaders, however, reintegrated with Boko Haram and
transferred their specialized skills in kidnappings, suicide bombings, and media to
Boko Haram and contributed to the group's conquest of territory in 2013. Al Qaeda did

not benefit from these conquests because Ansaru leaders switched loyalties and

helped arrange Boko Haram's pledge to Islamic State in 2015. This article exploits

primarv source documents from AOIM. Islamic State. and Boko Haram and contributes
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to the literature on splits and mergers and knowledge transfer between terrorist

groups and Al Qaeda-Islamic State competition.

Additional information

Notes

1. The group's self-given name is Jamaat Ahl as-Sunnah Liddawah wal-Jihad in Arabic,

which literally means the “[Sunni Muslim] Group for Preaching and Jihad.”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=77YwVoM7_JA (accessed 27 November 2017). He

also said “Islamic State” in videos in August and October 2014, but they no longer

have active links on YouTube.

3. “Baya’ to the Caliph of Muslims,” 7 March 2015. Available at
http://jihadology.net/2015/03/07/al-urwah-al-wuthgafoundationpresents-a-new-

audio-message-from-jamaat-ahl-al-sunnah-li-ldawah-wa-I-jihadsboko-

%e1%b8%a5aram-abu-bakr-shekau-bayah-jama/ (accessed 27 November 2017); Abu

Muhammad al-Adnani, “So They Slay and Are Slain,” Al-Furgan Establishment for
Media Production via “Abu-Ali al-Janubi” (@aljanub95), 12 March 2015. Available at
https://ansaaar1.wordpress.com/2015/03/18/new-sheikh-abu-muhammad-al-

adnani-they-slay-and-get-slain-english/ (accessed 27 November 2017).

4. Jama'atu Ansaril Muslimina Fibiladis Sudan means “Supporters of Muslims in the
Lands of Black Africa” in Arabic.

5. Northeastern Nigeria in this article refers to the states of Borno, Yobe, and
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6. Kyari Mohammed, “The Message and Methods of Boko Haram,” in Marc-Antoine

Pérouse de Montclos. ed.. Islamism. Politics. Securitv and the State in Nigeria
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